— 


N =” 
. 
4 9 
n . „ a _—_ ” * 
4 dy -— FS . 
* 
. 
- 


£ 25 7 * 85 . TT 
5 ”— . 1 — 98 1 N 
. : % . . a 3 
; . 5 41 © *. 
* 1 - Y E , - 4 . „ Bo * av 
Y — 4 4 = 5 Pa , — 
** = ” L 0 9 1 os # P 
oy , 1 — - 2 9 4 - - + LY . * + 
: 2 ” VOL III 4 * 
0 * : ' 
N = - ” N 3. * 4 * 
2 8 1 | 
: E — * q 4 | 
7 TY 4 
= 


- N * * = 
: 8 4 7 . © - 
+ % - 

ff , 


8989 * * = 
bl X . 2 8 = 3». >. | 


3 1 5 : 
a = 5 SP * £286 7 . . 
2 4 : -- * * l 
1 1 " * CS + „ 
| A PRACTICAL IMPROVEMENT 
1 | . i 0 N — —4 
. 5 ; 1 $64 : 
* 9 2 
"PRINCIPAL: RISTORIBS | Fond 
6; 1 b "ES, I 
; 6 2 760, Pm OC Reg 
4 * e * 


o 4ND NEW TEOTAMENT. 


' B THOMAS ROBINSON, M4. © 
vas or rr. MARY'S, EEICESTER,” AND LATEX rar e 
® e eyhns CAMBRIDGE... 2 


ES 
4 3 ? 
* . 1 : S 
: - = : * | 4% * 6 
= LY 4 


THE THIRD EDITION, 8 .. 


„ 8 * 7 5 — - 
« 4 * 


n a GN ne tel} et 


+ 2008 )* 
48 * 1 
g | 95 Had * "TY 
9 * 3 * r N 
7 5 | . N - g K * , 
TS) P 4" n es. r 917% 
= ESD » +. * 5 , 99 | 7 .. TY 14 $y 
FF LON UDO X 
15 PET ATE + PETNTED FOR THE AUTHOR ; r 
/-+" 98 2 "$1 
| 4 COLES I. MATHEWS, $0» 18, in ne i 
ö 15 DILLY; in THE POUL TRY3. | tf 5 
| AND BY Tn. BOUESSE LBS 1 LEICESTER, e 
3 . MET e 
. ee e 
pr © » < 1 * : 
: | : ? .. 5 ö 
1 . * 1 * "7 4 p : 
| , A 7 | ; | * | 5 «4 N . 2 * 15 
; . . 88 ONT | ”; HEEL add 
<- y . 


* 9 


— 


* 


* 
= "Tow a... 


= 


- Acre 1, ay 4 


* A 


* 7. aa” * 


" . 


7 1 
- l 5 5 5 
— of # 0 
24 © - «a - 
> - - 
; = 
” i 
; 8 
OS 
U 1 = a 
: : 


ru rn 


9 


82 . e 


. 
I 
= \ 
"2 
— = 
* 
— 
= 


I... 


as >. 


Ce en ER... 


- 


Gaar 


1 


* 
ks 


35 23 


- 


ars Wes” U n I : : 2 2 


N Rs en 21 5 be Aaet 1: er panes dA 


* CHARACT ERS, 


1 5. 719 * 5 £24447 6 107 4 = J * 1 N. 21 
4 N ice. t * e 4 FIERY. > 112 Fig} b 3 Jin 


«3K 101 5 Tarent 
4 et 3 | Qt 


* 
1 N 
7 1 * (4 C34 ir 


- 


©” | 5 ans 4 Joan THE BAPTIST: * RON 
| r 


ont by 51 755129 _—_ | i'r (IG! rn: Fr An 4. 
Dae e n e oF 


. 1 Se: A 1 7911 bits n 1 J T: 21 
* 8 el 2 the Oh 
eee, eee arm 


2 | 's birth miraculous 


hrs 
EE — 


4 pattern to e 
| ny vs ll cher for iy Herod, imprijencd— = 
3 Lene difeiples s 2 nes 


„ei cnld 1: 


(314% Fenn ith Anil Bro Lo A e Ti”, * 3 


Tur. Olaf ll dat A r "3 
; netted, as parts of the ſame plan, which mutual 
þ confirm uſtrate each other. Both are derive 


2 from. the ſame divine Ag ginal; and therefore” there 


| can be no oppoſition between them. But, witho 
3 Fang 8 the. jy or excellence of the 
| more ancient. ſcriptures, ws may, alert, + that the Ne 
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che great deſign, which had been in ſome meaſure 
made known from the begi Salvation was 
a to Adam immediately the fall, and in 

ey m— iotimations were given, that 

— be accompliſhed. Yet much ob- 

= oil on all the various diſpenſations, till it 

8 a gr: gs. am iſperſe the darkneſs by the full mani- 
7 of his through Jeſus Chriſt, and to 

— eh life ' ipmortality to light through the 


-.(( the New Teſtament, alſo, we perceive the 1 
mode of inſtruction adopted as in the Old. Our faith, 
indeed, is fixed by an expreſs and authoritative de- 
. trath: but it/is not t-in the ſame 

i ſyſtematical way as in the human writ- 

conſiderable portion of this little volume is 
"Be and accordingly, to explain or inculcate the 
principles of our religion, it refers us to facts and ex- 

-amples.” Theſe we ſhall endeavour fairly to repte- 

ſentz pointing out at the ſame time the practical im · 
ovement of each circumſtance as it oecurs. Though 
all neceſſarily be led to inſiſt on evangelical 
deren for they deer themſelves to our notice, 

1 and y are too important to be overlooked, 
— ane loſe ſight of the original intention, 

__ of deducing profitable leſſons for the regulation of our 

conduct from the principal lives and characters which 


oy coy. e.. 
— 


are recorded. 
Me ate now paſting from the « parative obſcu- 
1 eeedi * N ummps.e 


— — — 


be. 1 
: of "het exult, While we hear a heaven voice 235 
\ .  Trefling us, “ Arife, ſhine, for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee 17 Bur 
= '  - the Chriſtian difpenſation, bright and excellent, 
_ was uſhered in by one of an inferior luſtre, which 
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P The revelations of God 

ve gradually increaſed in their clearneſs from the 
beginning. As, in the natural world; we are not 
ſurpriſed by the ſudden burſt of day, for. we have no- 
tices of its approach; ſo the Sun of Righteouſneſs did 
not ariſe, till an illuſtrious harbinger, the morna- 


ing ſtar, had announced his ing. eee 
ut who ſhall be appointed * to before the 
face of the Lord?” We might conclude, it muſt be . 


One of diſtinguiſhed excellence; and accordi 


ngly we 

find the higheſt character given of Jonn'THs Bare 
71s, for whom this honour was reſerved. A 
t Sy 


Lord ſtyles him * a burning and a ſhining lig 

and Cres Caine them that are b ref —.— 
there hath not riſen. a greater than John the Bap- 
tiſt +.” Many very eminent perſons are exhibited 
in the Old Teſtament; but, upon the opening of the 
new diſpenſation, the grace of God was more abun- 
dantly diſplayed. John. the Baptiſt ſtood before. all 
the ancient patriarchs and prophets, as to the digaiĩty 


of his office, and his ſpiritual diſcernment. Many of 


them had, deſired to ſee and hear thoſe things, of 
which he was witneſs; but they were not permitted. 
The * and wrote much concerning the Saviour, 
ha large diſcoveries of his worth and excellence; 
but John was favoured with more expreſs revelations, 
underſtood and deſcribed more clearly the nature and 


'benefits of his redemption, and himſelf beheld his 


lory. They pointed to him, as to a diſtant object, 
the « Meſſiah that was to come; John wy, 


proclaimed his immediate approach, but nd 0 


people to him, as already preſent before them, iayi 
« Behold the Lamb of God, which ket aony the 


ſin of the world 11“ 


Vet the commendation of the Baptiſt. by our 


Lord, is given with ſome limitation. Though John 


„ John v. 35 + Mat- d. tw þ Johnk 2g, 
| r 


Op 


= 
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was advanced above all, who preceded : bim, wany 
are Sre pleted in a higher point of elevation. © He that 
z least on kingdom of heaven is greater than he.“ 
Fo wy the great myſtery-of godlinefs was ſoon after- 
' +64 mots fully opened, one of the leaft abilities 
_- meaneſt office in the church of Chriſt _ is 
often ſignified by ( the kingdom of heaven 
underſtand more of the plan of ſalvation, than ve. 
| vis eminent faint. If we extend our views to 
kingdom of heaven“ in its moſt exalted ſenſe, it i 
f 'more obvious, that he, who obtains. the lowelt 
diſtinction in the ſociety of the bleſſed above, will 
chere diſcover more of the rich and ſoverei 
= our God; and poſſeſs a larger meaſure of know- 
ledge, holineſs, and glory, than ever John could bave 
bone, with all his gifts and attainments, upon earth, 
From the conſideration of this character, then, we 
wall ſee reaſon to adore the divine mercy toward 
durſelves, inaſmuch as we enjoy a clearer revelation 
of the Son of God; and, though our place in this 
world be obſcure, and our abilities contemprible, yet, 
dying in the faith of Chriſt, we ſhall ſoon be admitte 
to a ſtate of purity, happineſs, and honour,. of which 
the moſt excellent men are not even capable i in their | 


preſent ſtate. 2 
* Many remarkable eee at- 
Thi. Gant tended-the coming of the Baptiſt, which 
| 3 ae - fixed the eyes of th public * * 
n excited a general expeCtation 
Anno Domini. ſome great events to be accompliſhed 
bim. He was introduced by a train of miracles. 
8 | is parents were too far advanced in years to look 
por any children in the common courſe of nature *; 
by But an angel from heaven announced his birth, 
1 - and acquainted the father Zacharias, with the cha- 
xaQter and office which his intended ſon ſhould ſuſ- 
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tain. His — eo heated 2 
foretold b the divine meſſenger, that he ſhould be a 
perſon of peculiar holineſs. and abſtinence, „ fill-d 
with the Holy Ghoſt even from his mother's. womb;'” 
and, as the promiſed forerunner of the. Mefiah, be 
the fayoured inſtrument of 4 turgi many of the 
children. of Iſrael, to the Lord their God.“  Decta- 
rations ſo wonderful Zacharias was back « ard to cre- 
dit; and therefore, for a puniſhment of his unbelief, 
and a confirmation of. the prediction, he was in- 
ſtantly truck ſpeechleſs. At the appointed time tue 
child was. born; and on the eighth day, when the rite 
of circumciſton. was performed, Zacharias directed, 
in cbedience to the angel, that ha mould be called 
Joan, which ſignifies, The gift, or merey of the 
ord.”” / Immediately the tongue ot the pious father 
was looſed,, and, under the and powerful 
influence of the Holy Gheſt,.< He ſpake and: & praiſed 
8 The ſpirit of prophecy bad ceaſed from the 
ys of Malachi; that is, about four hundred years; 
bp it was revived in Zacharias, who broke; forth 
upon this event into cr inſpired ſong, exprefing the 
moſt ardent grati for remembering bis 
boly covenant. — Ealing : redemption | to his people. 
The venerable prieſt gane, upon the nature and 
excellence of the ſalvation about to bi effeded; and 
then looking on his infant ſon, he exclaimed, « Thou, 
child, ſhalt be called the prophet of the * for © 
thou at go rte the ae ofthe Lrd, to prepare 
his ways; to give knowledge of 080 unto his 
E by the remiſſion of their fins, throu lagu 
der mercy of our God; whereby the day · ſpring from. 
on high bath viſited us, to give light to to: them! hit” 
in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to: guide our | 
feet into the way of peace.” | 
I Theſe ſurpri circumftances could not fail to 5 | 
tract the notice of the neighbourhood, «All they 
that heard them laid them * hearts, ier | 
B 3 
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Wust manner of child (hall this be!“ and probably 
they were the more diſpoſed to receiye him, when he 
entered on his public miniſtry, His education, alſo, 
and ge t from his infancy, were fo fin lar, as 
to excite general regard, “ "The hand of the Lord 
was with him,” not only according to the common 
courſe of providence to ſupport, invigorate, and pro- 
tet him, but to endue him with an extraordinary mea- 
ſure of wiſdom, holine's, and zeal, and other ſpecial 
gifts for his miniſterial ſervice, 4 The. child grew, 
// und waxed g in ſpirit,” MMT Warr 
Shall not we alſo perceive and admire the merciful 
interpoſition of our God, in behalf of his church? 
Ho hath been ever mindful of his promiſe; and at the 
| ſeaſon he hath not delayed to raiſe up ſuitable 
inſtruments for the execution of his =; 40 ha « Out 
of the mouth of babes and ſucklings he th porſected 
" praiſe ®,” And this conſideration furniſhes encou- 
ragement, both to parents and children, Shall we 
not be 2 and emboldened 14 for them, 
that they alſo, like.John, may be fied from the 
womb? If we ſee that the er only a vige- 
rous conſtitution, but wiſdom and ur in the ſer · 
vice of God, and that early habits of neſs are 
formed in them, let us aſcribe it to the 8 ho | 
and de voutiy acknowledge, The hand of the ad 
is with them.” ?ꝰ⸗ n 1805 
_ John was an eminent pattern of religion even from 
his infancy. Ah! how different are the generality of 
young perions among ourſelyes; ſeeking happineſs from 
carnal gratifications and the pride of life! But behold 
the Baptiſt flying from the noife of riot and diffipation, 
and cultivating communion with God, by meditation 
and * in a moſt retired ſituation. It is ſup- 
| 74 that he was deprived of his pious parents in 


4 


tender years, and that under the influence of the 


® Mat, xx), 16. n 
Spirit, 
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temperance and 8 


| pre Lager egy which ſoretold the appearance of 3 


2. 


neee erer foo eee -—w= 


; — thoſe ſcriptures had chair completion in him. 


better fitted for his future ſervice, 4 He was in 
We . A of Ju 2 4 lit 
abi ere he was rom public temp» , 
tations, and had tunities of private 2 
There he continued till “ the day of his ſhewi 
Iſrael,” when he entered on his prophetic 0 = 
it were by r at, the age of thirty years. 


. 4 ranted, there was vl * and * | 


in John's c ſuited to the ed wag 
his dle lahr, We is not enjoined upon all. But if 


1 4 to 22 every vain and ſooliſh deſire of 
8 ſpend 2 th in ſea» 
 indulgroce an 2 ng. the world, to pro- 
voke the it} 1 Bombjs you may ſpeak 
well of John's nt I becauſe be is removed 
ſrom the earth, and his example cannot now ny a 
you: but do you not hate thoſe in Gag. pets n 
who in any meaſure reſemble him, and 14 in 


and vanities of this 
But far what 


or loyment u 
12 child He. 


ed} He came to 


perſon, 48 a harbinger or forerunner of 
# This character the Baptiſt claimed; 
particular care is taken by the Evangeliſts to prove, 


Was the Erin, whom Mal deſcribed. Por 


ſembled him in his external garb and abſtemious fare, 
as well as in the ardour and fidelity, wich which he 
exerciſed his miniſtry +. ; lie 64 441d 
| _ A. 3. Mal. III. 2. lv, g, 6. 

+ Mat. xi. 14, -xvil, * Lake jo 11. 
4 141 2 + 
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he ſecluded himſelf from „ to be the 


ou plead an exemption ras ſuch ſeverities, are you 


= 


though he aſſumed not the name of that zealous re- 
former, he poſſeſſed his ſpirit and pawer, and e. 


2 : 
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When kings and great men of the earth are about 
to travel, they ſend their meſſengers before them, 
- - - - that, all due preparations being made, they may meet + 
With a ready reception. Every obſtacle, which might 
prevebt their progreſs, muſt” de removed; the rug · 
e mountains levelled; the deep valleys riſe vp; 
winding path muſt be rendered ſtraight, and all 
the rongh places ſmooth.” To do this in the moral 
world; to proclaim the approach of the King of 
4 _ kings; to take out of the way whatever might 
| his admiffion, ignorance, pride, prejudice, and the 
love of preſent things; and to diſpoſe the people to 
receive him by a repreſentation of his glory, and of 
| - the benefits which he beſtows ; were among the great 
| - _ objects of the Baptiſtes oee. 
| It were eaſy to ſhew, that he came at the very ſea - 
bon, which had been foretold. For the ſceptre was 
departing from Judab, the ſeventy weeks of Daniel 
were 3 and any were “ waiting for the 
'£ conſolation'of Iſrael,” when John appeared to de- 
As elare, that the omſted Deliverer of the Church was 
| - at hand, and that «the Lord, whom thay — 
Would ſuddenly come to his temple 2. The ſetip- 
4 — be broken: every part ſhall have its ful! 
: plihment, in the proper time and way. It be- 
comes us to leave to God the completion of his own. 


* 
* 
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Plan, and to believe and rejoice, that He, who fe- 
embers his holy Covenant, will perform whatever 

ſhalt be needful for the ſalvation of bis people. JJ 
It is ſuppoſed; that John did not enter 
eee pon hie miniſtry, pot come forward ts 
MIS public view; till he was thirty years old +. 
ee An We do not therefore cenfure him as 

Domini ac. zvetſe to engage in his work; but we 
grieve to obſerve ſome, very unlike him, raſh ang 

» Gen, xliz.'107 Dan. I. 24. Mal. il. : 

t Mate m. u, ce. kund ne * 1 | 
of precipitate, 
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full of theic own importance, eager to be 
employed, who run and are not ſent. He waited in 
m retirement till he received his commiſſiqn 
But when © the word of God. came to him” (and: 
the revelation, doubtleſs, carried its. own evidence 
with 2 he delayed. no longer, but went forth, with 
the utmoſt earneſtneſs, to reprove and. awaken the 
careleſs and 2 Fogg thing in has * 4 
ance, his manners, and his doctrine; tended to ex- 
cite a ſolemnity and a ſeriouſneſs in the minds of hie 
ng He was 2 the = | 
A garment, which was com 

camels hair, and bound about him with a — 
girdle; and he ſubſiſted on ſuch. food as the wilder 
neſs afforded, & locuſts and wild honey. Kis ad- 
3 was * to 8 awe . 
people: or. he e with authority as a me 

from God, „Repent ye, for the kingdom of hem 
is at hand.“ 1 we obſerve the nature and the 
grand ſubject of his preaching... He. declared that 
the Lord God was about to eſtabliſh in the earth that 
holy and ſpiritual kingdom which had been foretold,. 
. by Daniel “; and that no one could be ad- 
mitted into it, who did not abhor and forſake his 
and with a contrite heart return unto the Lo 


| Without. making any exceptions, he conſidered all | 
— as ab he te of depravity, guilt, and condem- 


experience an entire renovation 
and fol wm the grace and n in 
order to their final ſalvation- Thoſe alſo, who 
oy, any 2 compunction, he required to con — Dy 
nificant rite of baptiſm, which he admini- 
f 4 —— publicly, acknowledging their . lf 
tion, their need of a ſpiritual waſhing, and their de- 
termination to abandon every evil way. 1 


be SIE ; ® Dane k. 44+ {vile 16, 27 · +> A 
B 5 | A teacher | 


_— 


I 10 ee | 


A teacher ſo remarkable could not but excite ge · 
neral notice; and accordingly we find that immenſe 
wititudes of e "reſorted to him, and were 
ht under the moſt ſerious impreſſions. Yet he 
t not popular applaoſe; for his admonitions were 
| ſo r 

- _ - likely to be offensive in the extreme. Men of all 
ranks and characters, 1 prineiple, 
bt attended on his miniftry; but he flattered none. 
35 While many of the Pha bs ind 5 ede css 
meer him (the former of whom were ſtrict in all ex- 
Fl ternal obſervances of religion, the latter licentious 
bro and profane), he addreffed them in terms of the 

| reprehenſion, and deſcribed them all as under 
be) the ſame. condemnation. Surpriſed by their appear- 
[ - . ance, and ſuſpecting their ſincerity, de called on them 
d To give decided proofs of their penitence by fruits of 
bf \ Fighteoufneſs. He warned them, that their relation 
= Ao Abraham, and their place in the viſible Church, 
| would avail them nothing; that the laſt trial was then 
I. | afforded them; and that, if this were neglected, 
| der caſe was deſperate, their everlaſting delete | 
| 


unavoidable. 
Many of his polite acid lee hearets ele of- 
| ended with his plainneſs of fpeech, and unwilling to 
uy = 2 inunctions; but, among the com- 


* 5 — T and notorious ſinners, many were awa- 1 
a | * his doctrine, and probably converted to 
1 | . Gas. Theſe diſcovered a ſerious attention to his 
| . words, P 
11 in their future conduct. Accordingly, he preſſed 


| | upon them the duties of charity, juſtice, and for- 
| 2 0 
3 bearance, and cautioned them agi thoſe particular Nl 
ll 8 ns, to which their TR fituations expoſed 4 
Ss... .. > | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


„ Lake w. 29, 30. | + i. 20-38, = 
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A doubt- ſeemed to be entertained, whether he 
were not the promiſed Mefiah; but this was ſoon 
reſolved b. the unreſerved declarations of John. 
He teſtified, that the Saviour, who. wal about to ap- 
5 * a 1 immenſely ſi jor, and that 

unworthy to perform the mean 

«ft offices . ſo exalted a — He repreſented 
Him as pouring upon his Church the — — in- 
8 of the Holy Ghoſt, which, reſembling fire 


4 605 — 
ul. E e Ne 


luſtrious Perſonage is not to be im 

voain pretences to piety; for that pn pd 
awful ſeparation between the righteous and the wick 
ed, and, while he detects the hypocrites, that he will 
deſtro them for ever. | 

Are ngth when Jeſus came forth to public view, 

_ 33 elf to be baptized, John ppinged 
bim out as the very Chriſt, of whom he had ſpoken 
It had been wiſely —— in the providence of G00. 
that theſe two, though ſo nearly 1 a 
chat time ſtrangers to ka. age ney for thus al fach 
cion 5 
But then, it ſhould ſeem, the Baptiſt received a ſe- 
cret revelatian, that the perſon approaching him was 
the Meſſiah; and therefore, under a ſenſe of bis own 


we? His objection, indeed, was overruled; and, 
8 he had adminiſtered the divine ordinance, his 
E concerning Jeſus was immediately con- 
by the viſihle of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
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2 ' .ocripront ciankerias.. 
notice of the Jewiſh Sanhedrim at Jeruſalem was ex- 
cited by the ſurpriſing effects of his miniſtry; and i 
ſent meſſengers to enquire the nature of his claimis 

nnd the intent of his baptiſm. To them he replied, 
win the ſtrongeſt aſſeverations, that he pretended 
not to be any other than the Harbinger of the Savi- 
- - our, and referred them to Jeſus, as the Perſon whom 
EB A Lande lh ky preaching, John repeated 
A upon his preaching, repeat 
3 him, and called upon the | 
RR ne regard Him, as' the great 
*facrifice, which alene can expiate our 
. $ 5003] 6,” faid he, © the Lamb of God, 
ich taketh away the fin of the world!” 1 
E On another occaſion we perceive in him the ſame 
affeQtionate reſpect for Jeſus, and eager deſire to 
: bring others acquainted with bis character.) When 
| Jeſus bad entered on his miniſtry, and immenſe 
numbers flocked after him, the diſciples of John were 
"diſturbed, left their maſter's reputation ſhould ſuffer v. 
' But the Baptiſt immediately corrected their ere | 
aud 'narrownefs of ſpirit, and e en 
mility and zeal, reſgiced that the Saviour ſhould be 
1 even 55 own — P | 
y im * ye mon to deer high 
illuſtrious Perſonage, as the Bridegroom 
A 7 the Lord from heaven, the well-beloved 
of the ed pom the univerſal Governor, and ſolemnly 


inner, rejecting his offered mer- 
= bly ie” under the wrath of God'for 
"This is an © 


| 
{ 

e hich cjaims the attencve of = 
. for farcly there is ior in individual, who ſhould L 

not labour to poſſeſs, though in a different ſphere 4 1 
Action, [thoſe graces which characterized the Baptiſt, W 1 
* of the VO PR diſintereſt 1 
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and a ſupreme * cmkgs "the Redeemer, . But te 
miniſters of pes — more-eſpecially concerneil 
to place this eminent pattern before them; ſor their 
office requires a nearer reſemblance —— 
him: - They alſo are ſent to © 3 
Lord; that, every obſtacle being removed, He may 
come and reign in n they hha/as oP is ſinful creatures. 
Theſe are like the wilderneſs,” in which are various 
- impediments, forbidding all acceſs. ” How much is 
to be done! In a moral ſenſe, the and crooked ; 
paths muſt be levelled and made ſtraight. The faith- 
ful derade muſt *cry dl andere hex; and ſhew 
the people their tranſgreſſions,” and-proclainy unto 
| the end'of the world, © Betiold your — 
eth.“ In every different ſitustion, do Which 
may be appointed, as they have but one object, 
language muſt be the ſame, ene 8 the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. I uſt therefore 
_ preach the law, Se i ie ebene ee s 
mendous in order to convince men o their 
depravity, guilt, and r, and of the 8 
an entire renovation. Thus they will labour, like 
John, ein tho Giodedient ths wiktom, rhe 
Woo to make ready a people prepared for the Lord,” 

- You admire the zeal, the courage; and the faith- - 
; fulneſs of the Baptiſt; but are-you deſirous, "that 
your miniſters ſhould in any meaſure copy after him?  * 
Are to hear the doctrine, a | 

Br and to be addreſſed with the ſame 


caſe are not to be conſulted: whether you will hear, 
Se eee 
m * Except all . 
1 Yar? it is Magde Abe mat 
moſt regular and decent perſons ſhould'be con- 
| open and groſs offetiders,” This | 
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plainneſs ? Your wiſhes, indeed, in this 


* TIE” 
| . mortifies and alarms. fears; 
therefore your go to, quarrel. 006-008 a who 


bpdbdrisg au - unwelcome truths to your cars. You 


Fo 8 


cannot e emi of * fleeing from the wrath to 
of being burned up with fire unquench- 
able: er e then, would . to 
de presching of the Baytiſt? 
But it is ant enough, that the terrots of the law be 
denounced: thoſe**- who! watch for your ſouls,” will 
. of Chriſt, will endeavour to Jifglay Hie 2 
| | - grace, dad ſulliciency, and exhort you to receive him, 
Ae comes to bleſs you, in 2 12 Our 
cone of you from his iniquities “. OT 
= to the Croſa, and entreat you, 1 7 By be. under 
5 ful convictions of guilt, to * b the Lamb of 
- which. taketch away the — es the world. 
— eeFe 2 
ing to "Ws as may there 

_bave-the better opportunity of recommending the Sa- 
viour to your regard. Inſtead, therefore, of ai X 
at popular applauſe, they will be moft ſolicitous 2 
His exaltation, and will rejoice when He is magni- 
fed, whatever may become of them. But, from the 
ſame principle, they will alſo warn you, that contempt 
Lund rejection of the Son of God will inevitably ex- 
ms — ae that throughove 

Do you profeſs. u feriavs concern for falvation ? 
uire you to evince 
. your: ſigcerity by your holy conduct, and will earneſtly 
short you nat to deceive yourſelves by vain pretences 
to religion They will therefore call upon you to 
' diſcharge wich ßdelity the particular duties of your 
reſpective places, and to beware 1 thoſe fins, which 
moſt calily. beſet you. Are you to liſten 1 
; _ infruions, and to yield a Fa eat et 

kane e The 
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net of the world. Bur it pleated Gd whels ways 
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among the men of that 
the children of - hehe yo _— wy 
God,” according to 34 — tae, 
that bis teſtimony. ras redolloHed uſter. kin derdy in 
conſequence of which, probably, mary were diſpoſed 
to believe on the Saviour . But it muſt nat be con- 
| Cealed, that his excellence of character did not ſecure. 
him e Trang ridicule. - Among ſome, ei- 
Peter than a ma . accounted no 
or a demoniac. He hath 
devil,“ was the ſcornful reproach caſt upon him 2. 
2 he caſe is ſome what ſimilar 
„ The preaching of the-croſs is to them. 1 
fooliſhneſs: —— eg 
will not ſilence the gainſayers: and if John were to 
riſe from the dead, and to preach as before, it is not 
likely that he would meet with any better treatment. 
Such! kind of eenſures and deriſion will, indeed, ap- 
= r of little conſequence to thoſe, who are 
itous to promote the honour of Chriſt and the fal- 
vation of _ gras 
drought led as they may be to vio- 


lent oppoſition or * if | 
inſtruments on or nl mocking and reſcuing 
them from the wrath to come, they will confider them 


8 
help wiſhing, that the valuable labours 
Baptiſt had been greatly prolonged for the be- 


are unſearchable, to appoint otherwiſe. The exerciſe ' 
P ſhort. indeed; for he was 


+ # Luke i. 16. + John 3.44. | $4obiaik/35 
j | not 


accuſations are , 
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S i ee 
| it. We haſten-to-conſider the cloſe of 
- his life, which was atended with fame alice ir 
ut not. 


common 1 and this excited the no- 
2 jealoufy and diſpleaſure, of the Great. 
Aecordingly he was ſent ſor, 
eurioſity, to the coutt of H 
Galle before whom he had an opportunity of bear- 
ing a faithful teſtimony o. This prince was of an in- 
famous character; and was then living in adultery with 


appeared ed to be much affected by —— admoni- 


compliance: with- his re reſormed many 
of his conduct +. A worldly prudence would 
n be ſilent on the 
particular fins, and eſpecially the inceſtuous com- 
1 of the king. But the honeſt zeal of the Baptiſt 
could not refrain; and therefore, without fearing the 
-conſequences, he boldly reproved him, as for his other 
3 fo for his criminal eonnection with that baſe 
woman, declaring to him without reſerve, lt is not 
1 her. e an addreſs 
could not be reliſhed: Herod i iately 
the warmeſt reſentment againſt him, apprehended him, 


thong him, and caſt him into priſon. . be adultereſs 


in her rage meditated further revenge; for ſhe would 
bave killed him. To this propoſal, however, Herod: 
would not at firſt conſent; as be ſtill retained a high 


reverence for John, from à conxiQion of bis peculiar 


ſanctity. Aſterwards, indeed, that dloſt its in- 
ho eee 
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* Mat. xiv. 3, Ae. "Mark wi. 17, Ke. 
# * . 


r have fon, in dg in igh eftimation 


from motives of 
the Tetrarch of 


Herodias, the wife of bis own: hrs Philip: yet he 
tions of John, liſtened to him — and, in. 
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man, who was generally be ved and venerated: by | 
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to him during his 
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was awhile reſtrained, left, b the murder of this holy 


* Winne ng 


ſubjects 
Shall ben for the impriſonment of this. pod 
25 We muſt lament the interruption of his mini- 
We eee 


e 9 frowns of the world. 
us openly-avow- our attachment to Chriſty: and 
our abhorrenee of ſin; 1 up the truth 
in compliment to any man. better to 
go down into a dungeon for righteouſneſs N 
to enjoy the favour of princes, ith the repr 
our on minds, and a fear of the divine 2 
It ſhould Nene: s diſciples had-free acceſs 
oduce them 2 83 — 3 
citous to introduce to a acquaintance 
with the Saviour; to remove their | ſuſpicions, or to 
confirm them in their attachment to Him. On this 
inciple, we apprebend, hen he heard of the mr 
reputation and the miraculous works of Je 
ſent to him two of his beloved followers e 
own ſutid faction, but theirs). rr whether or. 


no he was the true Meſſiah . Our Lord, pi 


knowing the purpoſe, gave a full anſwer to > 


tion, N 


formed before them, in proof of his character an 
then warned them to be care of entertaining 
dices againſt Him. May we learn from AY 
we are quitting the world, to bear our teſti 
Chriſt,-ts rejoice in the advancement of His king — | 
40 dife@ eur friends to Him, and labour to 3 
them in the knowledge and love of his 1 Na 


een e * 


PAR ; | $CRIPTURE: HAR ACTRRS. | 
Tue laſt ſcene of this valuable life. was moſt affect - 
ing. At an intemperate feaſt in Herod's palace, the 


us 


murder of John was contrived and effected. The 
Eing, being pleaſed with the gracefu] movement of 
Hetaodias's daughter, who. entertained the company 
| by her dancing, raſhly promiſed with an oath, that he 
would grant ber, whatever ſhe would -afk ; and ſhe, 
by her mother 5 {vane petitioned for the head 
- of the Baptiſt, - This appeared to that ſhameleſs wo- 
man the moſt deſirable gift in Herod's dominions ; 
_ // for the was fired with rage e-againſt the preacher, who 
had openly declared his abhorrence of her iniquitous 
_ conduct; and therefore, to ſatiate her malice, an exe- 
eutioner was ly Gere to the priſon, 
8 3 by the hand of violence, 
How the ways of Providence, which 
ined fch e en ben in he wid, a 
n 
w ice is 
== for, . while the. TR, 
righteous are oppreſſed, it may as 
ſorſaken the earth, or took no care of his ſervants. 
What hall ws fay to caſes, like this beſare us Why 
. doth He not plead the cauſe of the uprigbt, and con- 
h _ — Him nn 
t to repl * I 
2 1 SEN an any of his ithful pe 
ple complain, Rd ths may ſuffer bonds and im- 
priſonment, ae, itſelf, for their attachment 
to Him. We mourn for thaieruel and premature 
death of the prophet; but to him the ſtroke could not 
| be unwelcome, which inſtant] tranſmitted him from 
3 eon, to a di place in the 
kin of everlaſting glory. 
His eee to 00 tate wel- 
tion to their murdered maſter. eu their 
laſt office for him, in burying his corpſe; and 
* from that time they — of 7 2 
7 
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May his memory be dear to us, as it was to them! 
Whatever reproaches m nd the ſaints of God, 
living or dying, may we honour their. names, and 
nat be afraid to. avow our eſteem for them 
You, who hate and perſecute the zealous ſervants 
of Chriſt, would have taken part with Herod and his 
aſſociates. But ah] confider, with whom you would 
wiſh to be joined hereafter! Will you not defire to 
have your portion with them, whom you now deſpiſe 
for their holy ſingularity? O f:ek, then, to poſſeſs 
their faith and love, their ſelfdenial and devotion. 
« Give diligeace to make your calling and election 
ſure:” and you ſhall ſoon be, where the Baptift is, 
adoring your God and Saviour; and you” ſhall there 
attain a_ higher of ſanctity, blifs, and glory, 
than what di iſhed this eminent character upon 


Me pray, therefore, with our Church, 
© © Almighty God, by whoſe providence thy ſervant 
John Baptiſt was wonderfully born; and fent to pre- 
pare the way of thy Son our Saviour, N | 
of repentancez Make us fo to follow his ine N 
holy life, that we may truly repent according to his 
preaching, and after his example co 8 
the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently fuffer for _ 
pu 3 through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
. men Aa : 8 IM 
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0 the charafter of Teſur—-to be Aludied with 
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ory competent and faith {Conf n/idery, as an intro- 
ion, 1 for fence, II. His Dey, III. 
Ff W eparation made fr 3 


| HER 2 ence—writers of his 


i- 


WI. 3 gere . 0 4 of 
Fs while We attempt to. delineate the charac- 
| of che Savioliz, 80 great is its importance in 


f galt around. it; and fo. profound are the myſteries, 
' with which it is eee that our minds are filled 


With an awful reverence, when we draw near to con- 


template: and we ſeem diſpoſed rather to ſtand 155 
diſtance, in ſilent and devout admiration; for ** 


cannot order our ſpeech by reaſon-of darknefs.” 
But the difficulty of the taſk ſhouid not diſcou- 


let us undertake it with earneſt ſupplication, that we 
may not 4 darken counſel by words without know- 
edge.“ In the ſtudy of every part of the facred 
+ ſcriptures, we have continual need of preyer, that we 
may poſſeſs a juſt and ſpiritual diſcernment. But 
bere eſpecially, ht the Lord himſelf comes down 
Som heaven, * 0 
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y view ; ſuch a divine ſplendour and glory are 


rage our humble, though weak endeavours. Only 
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chat KEI cy eee eee | 
that He, who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, may ſhine _ ky hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the ory of God,” in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt'®. Read — be biſtoty of Alexander or 
Ceſar, as you pleaſe; but dare not to take up 
holy records of the Saviour, to indulge an idle or 
ous ſpeculation: for every thing here is 
and deſigned to excite in us the devout affections of | 
REN love, and zeal. ' © i 
A right apprehenſion of His charater will con- 
_ us to ery out with Simeon, in rapturous adora- 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
,—for* mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation f.“ 
= proper view of Him will, alſo, produce à ſane- 
tifying influence. For, © with open face, beholdi 
as in a'glaſs the glory of the Lord, we are change | 
into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even en 5 ' 
the Spirit of the Lord. 7% 

The moſt ſuperficial obſerver muſt wth; that the 
hiſtory of Jeſus is replete with wonders. ' Almoſt 
every circumſtance in it is uncommon," and unparal- 
lelled. He was born, He lived, ſuffered, and died; 
in a very different way ſrom any other man. Thie 
originality of his — 2 is A Mong preſumption in 
favour of his religion; becauſe no impoſtor ever did 
reſemble him, nor is it probable, that urn a renne. 
blance would ever be pretended. Fo + 

It is ee n to produce the e e 
which mi red, in . confirmation 
of out h 450. But it may be noted briefly, that 
the proof of the whole depends on this fact, 
that. there _ really exift ſuch a perſon as Jeſus of 
Nazareth. KEA is eſtabli hed upon ſtro | 
teſtimony, — — de. 
declarations 


of many ancient Pagan writers put ebe Fs j 


COSTLY 4 Lake 3. 89, . 1 e 


New Teſtament have 2 more convinci 
of their authenticity, 
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| opportunities of being acquainted with his actions and 
| diſcourſes from the apoſtles themſelves; the former it 
zs believed being the companion of Saint Peter, as 


relate," 
| bean Genie 


teſt. of 
HE 2 to confirm their authority the more. Indeed, 


| are; leſt. to draw the meet; concluſions for-our- 
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tentprenn CHARACTERS. 


A it is manifeſt, that the firſt and 
rs of the goſpel never once denied it. 


It is alſo more 2 LINGER the propagation 
and continuance of Chriſtianity 3 world. For 


. its riſe; or ho could it 


rA ed; [if chere had never been fuch a 
But are ang nm which. deſcribe his life and 
tharadter, 5 2 r 
relied on? 


he anſwer is obvious; the books 
ee 
than any other writings of the 
like ancient date. hiſtory of our Lord is tranſ- 
mitted to us by thoſe, who poſlelſed the moſt certain 


Matthew and and conſtant at- 
tendants of Jeſus; * * 4 alſo, had the beſt 


the latter was of Saint Paul. Theſe publiched their 
narrations very ſoon aſter the tranſactions which they 
and in the midſt of enemies; ſo that their ac- 
2 ght, and no- doubt would have 

e But they have ſtood the 
ages; and every attempt to overturn them, 


ity appears by many indubitable marks. 
The manner of their writing is peculiar to themſelves: 
for their artleſs ſimplicity is ſuch as proves, that they 


did not contrive a ſyſtem of their own. They deli- 


vered plain facts without diſguiſe, and generally with- 
out any reflections, which 2 bias their readers; 
ſo that, from the eirumſtances fairly repreſented, we 


ſel . — 
What: then, is N covernig g the great 
Founder of our religion? W 
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Jeb enn rr. 23 
— be our benefit, as it 0 
to contemplate; for it will tem to excite the moſt - 
devout affections in our hearts. We ſhall endeavour 


to draw the general outlines of this aft cha- 
racter; and, as an introduction to the ſubject, we 


ſhall point out ſome particulars,” the knowledge and 
belief of which. ſeem of great im —_ 


that" we way ſores right (conceptions of the liſ> of 
Chriſt. - We conſider, 
1. His pre-exiftence. Wedo net wiquire- after 
any condition; in which we were placed, previous to 
our birth; for this, clearly, is our 2 But his 
nee in human fleſh is deſcribed by ſuch ex- 
preſſions, as cannot be applied to any mere man, and 
brove that he was poſfeſſed of a glorious being, prior 
to his nativity. He was ſent into the world, as 
his Father's meſſenger ; © Heroine win fro bas: 
yen,” and took our nature, of his o accord; all 
— mentioned as inftances of his amaaing con- 
deſcenfion ; but ſuch they could not be, if his exiſt- 
ence Rad commenced only at his incarnation. ' He 
ſpeaks of himſelf as having “ glory with the Father, 
before the world was, and Saint Paul afſerts; that 
« he made himſelf of no reputation,“ or * emptied 
himſelf of his . 
death . And does not this imply an an- 
tecedent ſtate and dignity? Our life was not the ef- 
ſect of our choice; he is repreſented as volunta- 
rily entering upon that, which he had in common 
with us, to fulfil his own gracious purpoſes: and this 
_ conſideration lays us under un 
of gratitude, love, and obedienceto him. 
ſaid he +, which expreſſion 


expreſſion evidently de- 
r ——— 


yo come; 


before he was born of his virgin mother. 
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| It was the Redeemer, who appeared: and revealed 
wm church in the Old Teſtament, by the 
mie dt finoran, and who is called „ the Angel, 
in hom was the name of God,“ the Angel of his 
ence *.” He governed che world hy his pro- 
dence,” befure he took up his abode in it, ordering 
all chings dy his wiſdom and pomer. Nay, he was 
de Creator both. of heaven and earth, * | 
various inhabitants, viſible and inviſible; * * he ſ _ | 
- ,, Anditwas done; he commanded, and it ſtood of 
5  Ar:do-ner theſe /ebings jmport; that 3 
Wt ae in deren of thi 
arguments in 8 
truth, if we were not ſurrounded by thoſe, who vill 
allow the Saviour nothing more than the properties 
of humanity. An error this, which. ſtrikes at the 
foundation of our faith. For if we accede to ſach a 
ſentiment, we muſt either ſay, that ſin is not ſo of- 
ſenſſys to Sod 8 to require any expiation (and 
therein we ſhould deny his righteous character, and 
_ tis ſanctions of his holy law); or elſe ve muſt abandon 
our hopes of heaven, fince no adequate atonement 
can have been made by a mere man like ourſelves; 
| and therefore we ate yet in our ſins.” JJ | 
We bare advanced but a little way in our lubje, not 
Th 1 -exiſtence of Jeſus, If we enquire, adds 
What was his ſtatẽ, what his attributes. and 

ve ſhall find r 
II. His Deity. Not only did he —.— of the hh 

% + * onſequence of his 
union with the Father, but —— in himſelf very ej 
and eternal God. If this be not granted, a conſider - af th 
able part of the cleareſt declarations of ſeripture, on fimag 
which the doQrine is founded, muſt be either ex- 
man es neat 
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1 Col. 1. 16, 17. 5 2 | 15. 
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to nothing. It were eaſy to 
ts, which prove the point 
manner. But this would 
It muſt, however, | 

ore than a creatur 
* ane jet to be (3 
Bible . too abſtruſe and 
ple, and 
ru 
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ripti of + 
ſtands at the beginning of Saint Ibs 30 
a proper introduction to the life and c 41 
ſus. It ſeems to have been e 
2 YEvangeliſt to vindicate the divine glory of our RE 
f- Ideemer, in oppoſition to thoſe very errors, which 
nd yew . ye been only 


nd by modern heretics. ' In what terme 


on — he um ivered the doctrine more expreſsly, 
nt than he has done when he aſſerts, In the beginning 
s 3 {was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God * ?”* It is obvious, that be ſpeaks, / 
c. jpt-of 3 mere attribute, but of a real perſeo ; for he 
re, 2 « the- Word was made fleſh and dwelt - 
nd He meant, therefore, to deſcribe his 
loved tate and he has evidently + lied to him 
E ame title of the Word, and © the Word 
of in ſome. other places . "Not iy if, 00 > 
ſuitable appellation; for (not to inſiſt the import 
{the term L0g08, as the wiſdom, or the jt ual 
of God) as our words diſcover the {ſentiments 
ex- four 1 . SOT HAI 
| of Ne the Father to us... | 8 


| * Jabal I; K . 1 . 
b | 1 x John L. 3, Rev nin. 14. 3 
m, Vo, III. Cc « He 
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e was in the b 
| produin of this w 
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le and m 


"he 
Xe of in I holy 

confirmation of this, the 22 

of the univerſe to him: for * all 
by him, and without him was not any thi 
"that was made.” And will it not be 

that © he, who built all things, is God *?” 

indeed, have maintained,” that in the formation 
. the world he acted by a delegated power, and not 
by his own eſſential Divinity. But how is this con- 
ſiſtent with Saint Paul's account, that “ al things 
ere created rok HIM,” as well as * by him, and 
that by him. all things conſiſt ? In what can 
he be inferior to Jehovah, who is not only the author, 


but the final cauſe, of all? Further, the Evangeliſt de- 


 clares; that he had exiſtence in bimſelf as its original 
- ſource, from which the whole human race derive all 
their underſtauding, happineſs, and comfort. 4 In 


| bim was life; and the life was the light 3 


Tube ſplendour of his majeſty was in a great 
| fore concealed, during his 2 upon . her 
there were thoſe, who ſaw through the veil of his hu- 
manity; and they have 5 A 's detided teſtimony. 
„ We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-be- 
gotten of the Father f. This could not be any ex- 
__ ternal luftre; for his 7 5 was attended with * 
' cumſtances of peculiar meanneſs; and, probably, he 
Se e ins: ot herd e Yet 


e Oo Ms ee 7 1 c 26 xy, 
te | : 1 Jun l. 14+ 5 | 
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8 eee nner / 
be appeared; both from his words 8 to be 
One of ſuperior dignity; for he ſpake and acted, in 
numerous inftances, as Lord of the whole creation. 
There were ſome ſpecial ſeaſons, when the brightneſs 
of the Deity broke forth upon his favourtd attendants. 

Theſe ſaw ſome part of the radiance of his majeſty, 
when he was transfigared on the mount: they 
heard the voice, by which he received from God the 
Father honour and : and they his choſen 
witneſſes have declared that which they ſaw and heard; 
4 ſhewing unto us that eternal life, 1which was with 
the Father, and was manifeſted unto them 1. The 
eeleſtial ſpirits, alſo, who could not miſtake his real 
character, were commanded to expreſs their reverenee 


im For 'when the Lord God'< bringeth in ho. 


feſt begotten into the world, — A tes all the 


Angels of God worſhip him .“ 


us, then, maintain the truth, which is clearly 


fully conſirmed to us: nor fear, on the 


teſtimony of the Apoſtles, to receive Jeſus as © the 
Lord of .“ If even angels bow before him 

a of glory | adoration, Who are we, that we ſhould 
med ade pay our homage to him ? Let us/ enquire, 
Do ve entertain worthy notions of him, or feel a 
ſuitable regard towards him? Do we render him the 
honour; due unto his name? It is poſfible to aſſent to 


lis Divinity, in a mere ſpeculative way, while the 


erer his 2 e 
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theDivinity'of Chr it bdtnirably Ru SAG 


— — tad — nl — 
recommend 222 of the Divinity of 
G. pad at rice 3d. 4 Jones's Catholic Doctrine 


of thei ity,” K. the | e Nene 
— Church, in addition to that of the Apoſtles, the uri 
2 cage of Biſhop Bull, aan Amr hs Defenſio fidei Niczne,” and 


ng obo « Tracts i in controverſy with Dr r. Prieſtley, are deſerv- 
: | . C2 fected . | 


* 


be is benanvat, 4 God with us, or, 
| . 
1 III. His incarnation. Various «nd errors 
| have prevailed, reſpecting the perſon of Chriſt; ſome 
* denying him Divinity, others We be- 
heve, that they were both truly united in bim and 
that he was very God, as well as very mart. Here, 

indeed, many objeRions are raiſed. Such an aſſump- 
tion of the manhood, it is {aid is unin | 
4 ble. Alas! to what i 


— 
h ernennen SD. a Sh th as © a6  %& 4 a4 


on. 
my je be aſked, how this cos natures 
ſo diſtant could be effected; we pretend not to ex- 
lain the mannef ; for it is not explained to us. Aud, 
there is no ſubjeQ, even relating to ourſelves, 

in which, if n and 
might not be ſoon 
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of what the ous ma | 
r 1 
«ge Wer hs waa eng, in Ga, 
and was God,—* was made fleſh.” 
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S as ithe ied pate as 
nature. This will be ſufficient! — yr por 


ede the various circumſtance of his life "a 


- We allow, then, that there is a ſenſe, in which the 


Son-is inferior to the Father 3 far, as his ſervant; de 


is ſent by him, receives his commiGoa frombim, s 
to him likewiſe owes his exaltation. ' But exprefions * 
rr by 
no tusans contradict the ne here maintained; for 
they are uſed only with a reference to his manhood, 
or his mediatorial office, in which ix. is 
he was in a ſtate of f ' The incarnation 


rr 
This humiliation. of Jeſus is ve as! 468 
Sy, or at leaſt a ſuitable, and expedient, ſcheme. 
in all it behoued him to be made like unte- 
his brethren v. In his b alone, he was capa- 
ble of and for us: in this alone; he 
bony por: — «a merciful High-prieſt,” 
e 
ties Thus the fame nature, which ſinned, atoned 


ſor the tranſgreſſion, and repaired the breach. Here. 


dy we draw near to God, and God to us: He 
to us and we riſe to Him: our TMMANUEL joins 
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0 12, 5 
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e Chai Jeſus,” * e as 

our pattern: for, conſidered ſolely in. his Divinityy he 
are en example to-v5- In him, then, Hu- 
manity is is gloriouſly exalted; and by an union with, 
and a reſemblance of, him, we ſhall attain the higheſt 
. dignity; of which our ſpecies is capable. O let us 
pray, that we may ſo conteimplate his excellence, as 


nenn. 


nes 4 _ L {344116 a3 9893 29 
We mi {contlude, that therobjeft unge in- 

deed, 8 2 a perſon of ſuch eminence conde- 
ſcended to take up his abode on the earth. We ſhall 
draw the ſame — from conſidering . 
IV. The preparations made for his 


appearance. 
pon a light view of the ſubject, we muſt ſuppoſe, 
Mey Wage +a 


that he was about to carry into executio 
of immenſe magnitude and importance. An 
tation of his coming had been raiſed in the of 
men for four thouſand years. His introduction into 
the world, therefore, was not a ſudden. event; nor 
a deſign formed in haſte; / Every circumſtance had 
been foreſeen and declared, nay, appointed from eter- 
nity; the everlaſting. counſels. 25 ehovah had deter- 
mined it; the courſe of divine Providence had been 
directed 10 it; and, n the earth itſelf created 
for it. The grand purpoſe of his incarnation: was re- 
vealed i immediately after the fall; and the church had 
been taught to truſt and rejoice in his atonement, even 
before his appearance, as it has done ſince that period, 
and will do to the end of time. A be 2496 
I is aſted. Why was his coming 
| ifin . | on or, why not longer. if not 
| before 45 Theſe are ignorant and preſumptu- 
ous * For who are we, that we ſhould re- 
quire the God of heaven to juſtify to us the wiſdom 
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the Saviour, rather than diſpute about it. His mani - 
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learn to. value;our Saviour the more |. 
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feſtation in the fleſh,” no doubt, was ſeaſonable: nay, 
the ſcripture-afſerts, that he died © in due time,” and 
that he came * in the ſulneſs of time v. Some rea- 


1. Thar ay eee rednmnptins might = 
more olearly perceived; and that our condition wich- 
out ſuch an interpoſition might be proved to be ab- 
5 The Lord ſuffered men to walk 
in the way of their on hearts, in order to evince 
their extreme and total depravity, the blindneſs of 
their underſlandings, the peryverſeneſs of their wills, 
and their utter inability 
if we poſſeſs any wiſdom, ſtrength, or goodneſs, ſufſi- 
cient-toeffet our own. recovery, how ſtrange that. 
no a was made towards it ſor four thouſand 
years! A full trial, ſurely, was allowed; but during 
all that time the j norance, degeneracy, and wicked- 

he world ſeemed. in increaſe It a c 


= Thom s long Gries. pf-clear) oped ;rcumſtantial 
ht be delivered, and fulfilled in him. 
„ gracious appointment; for the 
8 received an 


en nts men, to 
RIS ay ag fs Redeemer 2 is 
c 2 e. Accor foretold, 

an aſtoniſhing e xactneſs, nd life, and 
n 2 3 and 
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to reſtore themſelves. -For 


= — enantAcrERs, 


from their united teſtimony, compared with the Eyan- 
lifts, we are furniſhed with inconteſtable 
Nik of the truth. They ſpake; as they were 
by the Holy Ghoft,” and have left us ho ren 
Sade cauſe to doubt, that me ade bythe e 
That preparations made 
1 for; his reception, and for the ready 
pagation of the Goſpel. The Lord God, in all his 


mcirnation of the Saviour. Every thing elſe was 
pointed in ſubferviency to that event, which exc 
in magnitude andi 5750 oder Hire aliey 
in the hiftory of mankind. Reibe lde Jews, ee 
is obvious to all, who examine the S 
e 5 — 
of the heathen great were 
ſo ordered 'as to make way for © the Prince” of 
+,” One dominſon gave place to another, 
de wiſe and ſoverei gn diſpoſal of God, till, at 
birth of our Lord, C extended their 


power to every known part of the earth, and thus 


a communication for ſpreading the Goſpel 
amongſt the w Kane oF. we ihr that peri 
alſo, an univ ui 
moſt uncommon and nd almoſt if ane * 
matical of that kingdom, — ade to be eſtabliſhed, 


and „„ ³˙ oe dm Thus 


was accommodated to the p purpoſe, when 


Jeſus, J. 4 ce De Deſire of all nations 4,” nd vos} I” * 


E. We ſhall ſoon have occaſion to remark, that the 


inhabitants above were not unconcerned in 


tis event. Angels deſcended to announce his coming; 


and a multitude of them, with their heavenly 
declared and celebrated his nativity. John the 
allo, we have ſeen, dis Wuftrious? inger, was 
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preceding diſpenſations, had a regard to the intended 2 
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. ſelves to him? . not, unleſs you feel 


Saviour, who depend not upon 


3 prepare his way, and 
0 his and grace. 
We need not add more. From the concurrence 
of theſe. various circumſtanoes, we perceive ſome vaſt 
bers alan rapes rv a gs ee | 
of heaven and-earth is directed. 
be ſubject before. us will furniſh-us.with an in 
2 to different. characters,  - 
ou, Who love the Saviour, or who feel your 
need of him, draw near, that you may admire his ex- 
eellency and 3 How great is his 
How aſtoniſhin * condeſcenſion! How rich, and 
free, and extenſivve is his mercy! How firm the Co- 
venant, which he bath ſealed with his blood, and con- 
firmed by his oath! Let us join our teſtimony, and 
fay, that be is « full of e wee Is there 
not enough in him, to di ur fears, to encourage 
and even your hope ? At will not the belief 86 
what he has —— you conſtrain you to devote your - 


an irreſiſtible force in this argument. Do you eſteem. 
the world, then, little and contemptible, in compari- 
1 O turn away your eyes from bebold- 
Come, and bis perſedt 

— 4 | you can ſay, he is to 1 
ng ten thouſand, eee | 
ou, who glory in you 


own, conlider what noms > ae doing. _— 

tet do vine pe $ gra. 
22 Vou act, as if all this — 4 

pln had been entirely needlefs.: For if your moral 

82 and works of righteouſneſs be (ufficient to 

you to the favour of Heaven, then doubt# 

— as well as the death of Chrift, was 

vain. Then the counſels of God have been employed | 


9 „ Fol. Song v. 10, 14. 4 * 
„ 


12 1 i You, who are deſpiſers of Chriſt, or, who dif- 


Jed, which 


_ are curious to hear what is uncommon and wonder- 
ful; eager to read any eventful hiſtory of men and 


But your neglect of the Saviour ariſes not ſo much 
from weakneſs of underſtanding, as from a rooted de- 


ance 
light, becauſe your deeds ate evil; neither will you 
come 


trifli 
God hath 
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about a fruitleſs deſign; and his Providence has been 
contriving and executing an abſurd, becauſe. an uſe- 
„ But this you; would not aſſert. And, 


. bel | | 
i you allo che neceſſity of ſuch an interpoſition, how 


wretched, how deſperate muſt be your caſe, which 
required it! Let the conviction have its proper in- 


f guence! Under a ſenſe of your guilt, bow before the 
_ Redeemer, and im 


the benefits of his ſalvation: 
& Lord fave us; we periſh !“! / 


at leaſt, the important doctrine of his mani- 

ation in the fleſh, conſider the of your 
odjections or your inattention to it. We entreat your 
ſerious examination of theſe things; and aſk, why 
you ſhould turn away your ears from them. You 


empires; and always at leiſure to liſten to the trifling 
news of 3 And is there nothing in this ſub- 
deſerves your notice ? Or bow can you 

acquit yourſelves of the moſt conſummate folly, if 
are indifferent about it: 


pravity of heart. You know, that he is an enemy 
to your pride, ſenſuality, covetouſneſa, and reſent- 
ent; and therefore 

with him. ** You love darkneſs rather than 


to the light, leſt your deeds ſhould be reprov- 


| the 
ed +.” Here, then, we ſee the real cauſe. of your 


infidelity: but is this, what you will juſtif) ??? 
We warn you, that theſe are not matters of a 

but of 4 b 8 _— 2 Lord 
| hath ſpoken to you is Son, “ the bright- 
nels of his glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 


N n I Jahn ii. 19, 20. 
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uaviſh not for any acquaint- 


This aggra ur guilt, and 
een Ce on pps 1 ſpeakably renders your- 
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ye - JESUS CHRIST. TY jd * 
ſon *;" and he will be heard, or you ſhall anſwer ic 
at your He yet continues to addreſs in 
terms of love and mercy: but if you reje& or li - 
his offers, ae e 


« He that believeth not is condemned 3 becauſe 
he hath not believed in the name of the e 


Son of God 4.” 


| May we know the day of our viſitation; and, — 
uleing in the glory and the grace of Jeſus, ma 
each af us. cry out with a holy tranſport, . al 
Gon is my ſalration: I will truſt and not be afraid; 
for. the Lord JeHovan. is my ſtrength * 
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| eonception—announced to the Virgin Mary, 
a1, 5. II. His natjvity—at Bethlehem—in 
fab lared by an ang 527 * | 


by a multitude of the heavenly 

and publiſhed by the 3 155 1 7 40 
and , education—circumcifion — preſentation in the 
imony of Simeon and Anna in Exper him 
eaflern 1 222 


Herad 12 ty—condufied to 
' guiſbed for his ſi wiſe Jlm—et te tw = 7 
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event, that the glorious Per- 
& the Word of God, « was 
us. But our wonder 
der the circumſtances of 
+ +. mpwp gar; They were 
t unſuitable to his dig- 


nity; inaſmuch as there was no diſplay of external 


12 which could excite the notice * the world. 

He had no form nor comelineſs,” ſuch as men ad- 
in him, which 

him.” Wig wn 


matters ates yr 
differently, 


the whole contrivance of this amazing 
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one 
They might have 
that “the holy One of Iſrael,” 3 | 
—_ Meffiah was the fame Redeemer, 
8 | | 
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aa and careſully obſerrd the fate ofthir 
5 6.08 pred 


pation, coul no but perceir 

— both by. 0 Dare 4 > 

ance of Son, — — THE PRINCE, mu 
Bear at had s. They: were therefore, -< looking; for 
redemption in Iſrael; and at laſt they the 


object of their hope. At the appointed ſeaſon, © in 
22 150 W 
But who was the favoured inftrument of bringing 
-* him into the-world? hg Porn rains BL Ys 
mas to be che Son of David according 

| and thercfore tha ul be born fone 
; of Iſrael. Le 


5 F | 
corruption of our fallen nature might 
ESE 2 
in a very different way from any 
Pore It ms 6ccoringly provided nes Goes 2 
1 foretold by the . | 
Vom ſhould, conceive, and bear a ſon, and 4 ade 
Call his name IMNMANUEL f. 
- Ler Infidel canis they plex and Arain their 
' ingenuity. to invent objections to this ſcheme, and 
- repreſent the whole as abſurd and impoſlible,. we 
will fill adcaire the power and wiſdom of God init, 
- maintain, that He, who. originally “ formed man 
of the; duſt of the ground, could by this, or any 
nn 77 which | he ſhould chooſe, prepare a 
for the reſidence of his own Son, 
ph of the houſe and lineage of Dayid, 
Api ed, but not then joined i args Take to Joſeph 
a. deſcendant of the, ſame family, Mary the . 
virgin, was appoints to be the mother of the Sa- 
0" an honour, , wry oy awe... 
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racter, and obtained the notice. of heaven. 


upon 
were diſplayed;” One of the edel or 


but they poſſeſſod 2 peculiar excel 
mighty, the noble, and the. learned of 


poured contempt upon all,worldly pa- 
when he ſubmitted to appear in the Jo 


ignity and glory 
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tial ſpirits, Gabriel, was commiſſioned to inform the 


pious Virgin of the counſels of God concerning her, 


and to declare the name and the office of that illuſ- 
trious offspring, 3 to . 2 8 


raculous. conception through | 
Ghoſt, 4 Beheld,“ lathe, « thou ran, open — 


all be great, and ſhall be 


called ne Jo of the Higheſt; and the Lord God 


ſhall give unto him the throne of his father David: 
and fe ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for. ours. 
— of his CE there ſhall be no eud.”? | 
- Intelligence of this ſupernatural effect, which i im- 
mediately took place, was not long afterwards 5 
by a heavenly meſſenger 6 the be — {hr f 
e had perceived her Pregnancys 
and, not ny he cauſe, could not but 45 
her integrity, and therefore wiſhed to break off his 
engagements with her. To relieve him from bi 
anxjety, the angel explained to him her real ſituation, 
encouraged him to receive her as his wife, and di- 
refed him to call the child, whom ſhe ſhould bear, 
by the ſignificant name of Ixsus, denoting his office 


as the SAviouR,.and'the deliverance from fin, which 


he accompliſhes for his people. Thus Joſeph became 


| Fs del father; for, agreeably to the divine many 
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forth a Son, and thalt-call 


| date, © he wok -unto bim Mary his wife.” But the 


conception 


_ Seed of the woman who was appointed to & bruiſe 
de ſerpent's heady.” "This is che Seed of Abra- 
dam, in whom, it is promiſed, that “ all the fami- 
hes of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 1.“ | This is chat i- 
progeny of David, of whom it was declared, 
« the throne of his kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſbed 


=_ prove, that in this, as well as every other reſpect, 
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luſtri 
that 


predictions. Accordingly, St. 
Matthew records his genealogy from David and from 


ther . n | N53 RC 3 Sees | 

Ate we ſuitably affected by the myſterious truth, 4 
which we maintain, that Jeſus, who was'the Lord of 
David, became his Son 4? The conception of the 
Saviour was the moſt aſtoniſhing event which had. 
ever been known upon the earth The firſt 
formation of the world may juſtly-exeite. our wonder: 

but that is nothing in compariſon of the incarnation, 

when the Creator ſt to be a creature. What 
what condeſcen D 
rgotten, it was © for us 


; [ie fe thould not beo 
men and for our ſal vation, He, by whom all things 
were made, came down from heaven, and was incar- 


'- » Gal. iv. 4, 5. Gen, Hi. 28. 

225 t Gen. i. 18. 28 2 Sam. vii. 23. 
& The accounts of the two Evangelifts are thus eafily reconciled, 
by allowing, that Joſeph, whom” St. Luke calls “ the fon of Hel,“ 


vu his adopted Ton, or ſon-in-law, by mgrrying his daughter Mary. 
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have ſuppoſed, that the 
palaces of would have throws wide their gates. 
to admit the illuſtrĩous Viſitant. But he ſought not 


the notice of courts; and he was denied a favourable 


even at an inn. For ſuch was the mean 


Condition of his e that ſhe ag. of cid 
birth, 


abide in a ſtable during 


e- 


manger. 7 199309 , ee 
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preſent circumſtances, conſidering 
the mean and ignoble ſtate in which their Lord ap- 
n It is that the loweſt and the pooreſt 
1 — —— 

et do we not er in an 

lieh is urdeal e their character, to procure the. 
nps and vanities of the world ? and in others, 2 
diſcontent becauſe they cannat obtain them? 

eg eee ene gov the ee Ge 
birth has not taught to look with: indifference. 
and contempt on 1 t; and to 
be ſatisfied with the moſtrignominious 
ye know the grace of our Lord eſus Chriſt, that 
chough he was rich, yet for your ſakes he became: 


27 through his poverty might be rich? 
Ves et muſt 


n from this example to reſtrain your 


; deſires, 2 88 . 3 er ho, f 


have 1.“ | bet " * 212 +11 oþ ro 
© Kings nk world lee och nf 
Per — — who then to 


bean inhabitant of che earth: but the: bleſſed; ſpirits. 
e contemplated: the event with aftoniſhment; and: 
down, as his attendants, to celebrate his nati- 
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keeping watch over their flocks by night. An in- 
timation this, 
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af redemption? W, ſurely, have abundant. 1. 
cry. aloud, , Glory to G in che higheſt ;”. —4 „ 
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men, whom he was about to ſave. One of this ce- 
leſtial order was commiſſioned to proclaim his-birth, 
„ good tidings of great joy, Thick ſhould: be to 
all people, and to e his hi gh character, as (the 
Saviour, who is Chriſt the-Lord.” But to whom 
was the information given? Not to the eat empe- 
ror of the world, nor to any of his nobles, but to 2 
r the field, 


this, that a proper attention to 
concerns will not unfit us for the reception of 
knowledge, and that, in à faithful diſcharge of ths 
duties of our tation, we have moſt reaſun to expect 
n our ſouls. 
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needed not che grace which | 

„ dut they have taught us to 

|. adoration, for the ſalvation 
Have we adopted their 


_—_— Do we magnify. and exalt the name of our 


God, while we ſee. the various, attributes gif his nde 
ture diſplayed and barmonized in the wandrous 


peace with all its attendant.blefings may now bs 
eſtabliſhed « on earth,” inaſmuch as He, whom we 


have provoked, has declared *-good will towards 
»i'd 4 N men. 
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een while we feen. 
Lord from heaven,” in all the weakneſs of in- 
requiring a mother's watchful care, and ear 

in a nurſe's arms. He paſſed through the v#rious 
ſtages of human life, and experienced every infiemity, 
to which we are ſubjedt, ſin only Weng 
As he-was made of a woman,” that he might be 

PPT | 
day. At the appointed time, alſo, he was-preſented 
to the Lord by his parents in the temple; at Jeruſa- 
n 12323 ine precept re- 
i 3 righteouinek ;'* 
n pile r 
as external 

and vain, 
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that che defed angels | 
in concert to celebrate his nativity: and ac wel 5 


” through the immediate influence of the Spire, 
attended at the ſolemnity, and made known tte event. 
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Lutz with the moſt devout and lively ſentiments of 


Mcd, loves end Joy, wort tne ne 
rt in peace, * thy thy word; for 

— He foretold alſo 
appearance, obſerving, that 


ﬀ would excite general oppoſition, and, though to 
fome it would be the means of 2 —— 


would upon many final and 
Another perſon, likewiſe, a pious 
Men e teſtimony. One Anna, a 
propheteſs, coming in that inſtant gave thanks unto 
| the Lord,” and fps ' of him to all mem that looked 
r Jeruſalem. 
Ho much ma we learn from — Ivit 
not as' neceſſary us, as for the ancient Jews, to 
7 —— And ſhall we not feel and ex- 
; the moſt ardent gratitude and joy for the reve- 
ion of the Meffiah? Though we are not favoured 
With a ſight of his bodily p Ne 
| behold his glory, we alſo ſhall ſmi 
of death, and be ſatisſied to eloſe our ra aha 
2 . But alas is not cf, nevord according to 
17 „% ſign, — is every where 
, apainſt ?* Te how'ma is he “a ſtone of 
FH — and rock of offencel Even to this day, 
by che preaching of his Goſpel, ( the hts of 
many hearts are revealed; for therein he 2a 
teſt or trial of men's characters and diſpoſitions, The 
bumble penitent is comforted by the declarations of 
his abundant” grace; the ſenſualiſt diſcovers his own 
vile affeRions, while he determines that he will not 
follow Chriſt; and the Phariſee betrays his pride and 


ſervant 
mine &yps have ſeen net thy 
_ + the effects of hi 


ee. 
Fe. layed in diſtant lands. A new and 
_ miraculous ſtar was li ghted up in the heavens; and 
wee may be allowed to onfder as an intimate, 
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wat ome pious ſages in remote eaſtern coun» 


2 ee e and by-reyeldtion;” as it is reaſonable 
to believe, underſtood” the fHgral e. Immediately 
they took their journey, with great pains and expence 
to themſelves, to enquire for, and to worſhip-this il- 
tuftriqus Perfonage, who was born to reign over the 
5 They were conducted by the of the 
firſt” to Jeruſalem, and then to the very houſe 
at Bethlehem, Where the young child was. There 
a down before him with profound veneration, 
preſented him with various oblations of gold, 
frankincenſe, and myrrh. - When, by the divine di- 
rection, they had returned r gas land, doubt. 
leſs they publiſned the advent of the Saviour, accord- 
ing to the information they had received; and pre 
pared the way for the reception of the Goſpel amongſt 
their c | Theſe venerable ſages, then, were 
as the firſt<fruits'of he Gentiles, and à token of the 
future enlargement of the church by the acceſſion of 
diſtant nations, who ſhould * ſoon ſtretch out their 
hands unto God +.” Thus it had been predicted, 
*The forces of the Gentiles ſhall come unto thee: 
the multitude: of camels ſhall cover the, the drome- 
Gries of Midian and Ephah: all they from Sheba 
mall come: 1 1 bring gold and —_— and 
ſhall ſhew forth the praiſes of the Lord . 
Js we not hereby reproved for our ne Jet and 
5 3 os fleſh is 
among us, a in the heavens, 
yet by many eredible wi 3 but how few enquire 
after him? How few ure willing to forego their eaſe 
and "intereſt; how ſew, who would not the 
ins and e of theſe wiſe men, to attain the 
wiedge ſalvation? Wh ö 
a e e Jeſus? Ba fare) n 
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willing to relinquiſh his purpoſe, and enraged by the 
| | t, wich an unparalleled — he 
commanded all the young children throughout the 
bbourhood of Bethlebem to be put to death, Stil 
uns ſecure, under zn invincible defence ; nor 
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vered marks of abilities; 6 

in ſpirit, filled — iſdom, and ut 
race of 'Gud” in an eminent degree 

hend, chat his uncommon fervour, knowledge, and 
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even in his childhood, excited the admiration 
of cle neighbourhood where he d velt, We have but 
little —— concerning that period, but the few 
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When ke was bete old (and ſa according 


10 the Jewiſh cuſtom was conſidered as ſubject to che + 
temple; with: his pious Mm | 


law), he went up to the 
ents to celebrate the paſſover; and upon that occa- 


at's and ſervice of God. His parents and relations 


ſill remained at Jeruſalem. 


they found him on the third day amongſt che 
teachers of religion, liſtening to their. ade, 


and requeſting [their anſwers. to bis enquities;- and . | 
by his, . — underſtanding in divine things exci- 
ting the aſtoniſhment of all wks were preſent: When 


his mother had expreſſed her wonder at his conduct, 
as having 
replied, with a zeal far beyond his years, . Wiſt y 
not, that I muſt be about my Father's e 
Yet he did not renounce his obediepce to Joſeph 

Mary, or deſpiſe them on account of his own mo 
rior rank or abilities; but, with all filial regard =o 
ſubmiſſion to their authority, he went doun-to dwell 
with them at Nazareth. 


rafter; for his human nature received gradual com- 
munications from the. fulneſs of the Godhead. . ©: 


/ Here, then, we have an N which may be | ba 2 
propoſed to all; the example of a chil d, which EY 


es and ſhame the moſt advanced. in OT 
Ves. UI. = ” D - 


n he ſhewed the moſt zealous attachment to- the : 


occaſioned them many anxious fears nk 


here alſo he continued to 
erbibit, with. his increaſing age and ſtature, an in- 
creaſing meaſure. of wiſdom, and excellency-of cha- 


were returning home, while, unknown to chem, he Bake 4 | 
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6 u "OY to lament in you an ob 'of 

Jpirit, a contempt of ene 11 aig beha- 

wiour, and an averſion to all K of ind nduſtry? You 

increaſe in agerand you at the fame 
time advance, as Jeſus n every thing excellent 

and ind lovely? Such an improvement, it muſt be allowed, 

would be the ſource of happineſs to yourſelves, as well 

as comfort to your parents, and would render 

blefling to ſociet and an ornament to the profellion 

of ix Goſpel of Chi, 


Him. He, who t exhibiti CNN at the 
of all holineſs, will ftrengthen yo 
follow his ſteps; and if, in i „vou walk 
he walked, you ſhall e 
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rioſity itſelf. would prompt men to ſtudy the hiſſe 
of Jeſus; though that be not a proper iſpoſition of 
mind for the contemplation of ſuch a ſübject, nc 


eth year; except in general, that he was ſubjeQ t 


Common excellency. Yer during all that period! 


. 
4 was 
by his faſting, III. by bis 
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Weis every 8 of the eelebrat 


exhibited in the world. We 1 ſuppoſe, that cu- 


would our vain curioſity be ſatisfied in it. e hal 
eriptures are not adapted to gratify our ſubtle ſpecu 
lations, or to anſwer a vatiety of Ma 5 
iet inclined to propoſe. 

We might wiſh to know many of the 
cumſtances and juvenile tranſgctions of e Saviow 
concerning which we have li Ale or no information 
- Nothing is toldws of that very large proportion of hi 
life, which. elapſed between his twelfth and his thirti 
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35 parents, that, as his ſtature advanced, he increaſe 
in grace and wiſdom, and gave early figns of an 


was hid in obſcuri is and removed from the notice 
the world: for he dwelt at Nazareth, a town ſo me 
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8 manner, Can any d ching 
tome out of Nazareth r There he paſſed ſor the 
fon of a carpenter, eee win the ſame 
lo trade wich Joſeph his reputed father; for de him 
Elf was called “ the carpeijter x 

Joſeph and Mary, A 
not but remember the ſignal teſtimonies, which had 
deen delivered concerning him; and, from a vie of 


not generally kno NG —— f 
y known or re 2 no ie 

dba glory had been made, and vvenmany of hivre= 
ktions were diſpoſed to revile him . 

What amazing condeſcenſion is here He Ane 
ted te this ſtate of poverty, contempt, and labour, 
ad appeared to be of little benefit to the world, till 
le came to his thictieth year, which'was within three | 
eq:four/years of his death. Shall any of us, then, 


appointed to a hard an ſervile employment 8 
Whole who deſpiſe. and. deride us; and therefor 

owr{ ſphere; of uſaſulneſs is very comracted — Whigs: 
We: bebold-Jeſus in the form of En let us 
be:latished with auf dot; rather, oe us be/aſhamed | 
K harbouting a: murmuring th 
ethos example of our Lord is a- bakers he 


3 the work of the miniſtry, not to puſſi 
ee forward to that holy function, or conelude 


that their wt i ol br nigh wi are not called 


| vie ue n ar They may” _ 
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che „5 Ned 2 God and yore 
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ſent duty and, while aim at RE 
ſphere of 2 ſeek for dll ſuitable ert, and 

| bar n yourſelves. to. the divine di | 

| us began his mini 553 

_ the Baptiſt did, at the uſual age, when the Jewiſn 

| entered on.their. office. That time being ar- 
rived, he did not, through/indolence-or cowardice, ' 
decline the taſk aſſigned. bim, but ſet himſelf with vi- 

gour to execute his work: „ Lo,“ ſaid he, „I coe 

to do thy will, O God 7. May we alſo learn with 

our Father's call; that no ſelſiſn 

> r ee f ſervice appointed 


5 * we ©: © our Lord in his public cha- 
_ rafter, we ſhall conſider his -preparations for it in 
three remarkable circumſtances, his baptiſm, faſting, 
and temptation 5 n en eee 
perly intimated to us, in that prayer of our church, 
« By thy - baptiſm, . faſting, _ nnn, Good 
| 1 ee Wit ca the hl 
bn m. t may ſurpriſe us, ; 
5 ix ſhould ſubmit to this ordinance, ' which be 
be could not uſe as a ſacrament: of repentance, or or as 
_ © the laver of regeneration; (and ĩt may be urged as 


0 an argument, that even choſe may be admitted to the 


3 thereby deſig 


rite, in whom the whole intention of it cannot be 

| ned to dedicate- 
__ _ himſelf moſt; dee the ſervice of God; to put 
an honour upon the miniſtration of John; and to 
leave his di * an example of that obedience, 
which he meant to require 

tion. By che teſtimonies, alſo, which he was then to 
receive from the Baptiſt himſelf, and immediately aſter- 


watds from God the Father by an audible voice from 


heaven, he has furniſhed us with an unqueſtionable 
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2. Cd. 7 from Nazareth to the banks of. the ri 
= Jordan, to be baptized of him . The Baptiſt 
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en reſorted to John, Jeſus; himſelf came 


een y have declined the office aligned him, 
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| of his on extreme unworthineſe, and of 
wi eee and dignity of Jeſus... I have 
ſaid he; 4 to be baprized of thee; and comeſt 
* an 2 N our Lord overruled; the objection, 
made-ſubject to the Jaw, as the 
. e od and men he moſt be con 
formed to every divine appointment: & Suffer it to- 


be ſd now: ſor thus it becometh us wow Seach 


' ouſnels,” Then he (ſuffered him. 
Are not we alſo: under indi c 8 
- ſubmit to every ordinance of od? And are We pay- 
ing that regard which is due to all the inſtitutions- 
of our holy religion d Ah} what. neglect and: con- 


tempt of the moſſ expreſs and ſolemm injunctionss 


What a ſpirit of · profane neſa, and licentiouſneſs af 
manners prevail! How different the generality of 


Chriſtians from him, whoſe! name the bear! He, 
ws Lord of all, learned obedience ay a ſervant 


if he thought it | incumbent upon himſelf, , to 
ful . ee what M19 410470 dana 


> You'ullow; perhaps; tHe Gin isst "of bete 


| if noe-that of Joha which is not contended for), yet | 


tat of. Chriſt, which is deſigned to be a ſanding or 


Dee the end of time, 1 5 


| conſider, that you have need to be ba with, 
the mere element of water only, but with the Holy 
Ghoſt; with: © the waſhing of regeneration, that 
ſprinkling of clean water,“ by which God & will 
cleanſe you from all your filthineſt ? We enter not 
liere. into the conroverly, dich. has rad 


| * Mat. ili, . Mark i. 917. babe n. 310-23, 
ö 24 - _ maintained! 
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mulntained on bath ſides, as to prove an unproſitabſe 
nf 


and hurtful diſputation, ing the proper mod 
and ſubjeQs of — baptiſm, But ad adde you, 
as —_— boon, by this ſolenigity, devoted to the ſervice 
of Chriſt: we call upon you to remember the ob- 
ligations, which it bas laid you under. By this ſacra- 
ment you are joined to the armies of the faithful, and 
_ ate bound „ 0 fight manfully under the banner of 
_. Chrift agninſt ſin; the world, and the devil, and to 
Continue Chriſt's faithful ſoldier and ſervant unto your. 
e end ®,” The yows of the Lord, then, ard i 1 
upon ve you not per ly vi 5 
a a ' i You Gould be. reminded, that 
the external rite of baptiſm, ever ſo ſcripturally_ 
adminiſtered, will avail you nothing, if you are not 
« wafhed from your filthineſe,“ and have not now 
« the-anſwer'of a-good conſcience toward God 4.” 
Me behold a peculiar honour put upon Jeſus, at 
the-concluſion of the ordinance, The ſolemnity was 
cloſed; buy be remained in prayer and immediately, 
while he looked up, the heavens were opened over 
his head; and the Spirit viſibly deſcended 6 him, 
reſembling 4 dove, perhaps in ſhape; as well as in its 
bovering motion. This was like an inauguration of 
the Saviour, when he was about to enter on his public 
work, and an intimation, that, as © the anointed of 
God,“ he received the moſt extraordinary influences 
of the Ghoſt; Nor was this all: he obtained a 
till more glorious-teſtimony, for © Lo! a voice from 
heaven, ſa This is my beloved Sori, in whom 1 
am wel „„ 547 arrak K 
This wis a memorable tranſaction indeed; w 
ther We conſideł it as deſigned for the . 
ment of our Lord himſelf, then undertaking: his ar- 
duous office, or for the conviction of others, that they 


might bo diſpoſed to regard him as the true Meſſiab, 


» obe of Bardo. 4 1 pet, ill. 27. 
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to feverence him as «the on] 989 4 
and to rejoice in his mediation; s perſectiy xceord- 


ing with the divine will. The three perſons of the- 
Godhead were here exhibited; and their entire agree-' 
ment in the plan of falvation was publicly declaredi. 
The Son appeared in human fleſh; the Spirit-reſted 
like a dove upon him; and the Father, though he 
aſſumed not any bodily ſhape, ſpake witch an addible 
voice, 9 his concurrence with the Redeem«- 
er, a 8 work of love. JJ » 
r Ulf we alſo be ſolicitous to obtain for ourſelves a 
teſtimony of the favour of Heaven, let us learn - 
from our Lord to expect it in anſwer to fervent: 
roger. And we may be the more emboldened to- 
preſent our ſupplications in the name of Jeſus, ſince,, 
as we have ſeen, he is conſecrated' to and 
in his mediatorial office. The reſidue of the Spirit 
is with him: for © he has received gifts for men.“ 
We may rejoice and triumph, that the Father is well-- 
pleaſed in Glas. as our Surety, and our Advocate. 
t ate we likewiſe, as we ought to be, well · pleaſed ; 
with him? Are we not backward even to credit his 
declarations, though confirmed by ſuch a fulneſs of 
evidence, and unwilling to eſce in his gracious: - 
purpoſes, for our ſalvation } Why do we not feel the- 
moſt ardent affection towards him, and ſay, This is 
my beloved; and this is my friend “? Can we con- 
ſider the work of mercy, which he came to perform,. _ 
the rich benefits, which he beſtowe,, the excellency- 
and perfeRion of his perſon and character; and then» 
lay, „There is no. beauty, that. we ſhould" deſire 
him 17 This contemptuous diſregard: and 1 1 
of him would betray an extreme baſeneſs of diſpoſi- 
tion, which muſt be utterly inexcuſable. 
We follow Jefus-from the banks of Jordan into the 


5 unt. v. 16 


- 8 $CRIPTURE (CHARACTERS. 


* ſeaſon, to a ate of ſevere. mortification, as a ſurthes 
5 © preparation for bis future ſervice. Hence e con- 


r 1 1 
2 His faſting. > AIDES LHR | 
_ Fiſe of his public miniſtry, and with a view, probably, 
ta improve in his private deyotions the late ſolemnity 
of his baptiſm, he retired from ſociety. © He was in 
the . of high 
uni ountains, the very appearances of which 
were © reed no HOSE the wind with 
terror. In this gloomy retreat he was among wild 
© \ beaſts,” expoſed, as it ſhould ſeem, to their furious 
aſſaults ;-but, like the lions in Daniel's dev, they were 
reſtrained from Saen and rl to aokoowledge 
the power and preſence of their Lord and Maker. 
Here he 4 15 in a 5 of all food, 
for the ſpace y days a 
i ork moon SEES 
"INE rayer. 
42 oe and Elijah, een types of kim) ba 
; e the une before: But is this any pattern ſor us? 
"rf It is 3 that the ſame ſort of retirement, 
EE” et or length of abſtinence are neceſſary, 
| ey for us. As our circumſtances and 
. permit us, 9898 
[one to be ſecluded from ſociety for ſo large a 
| time. But we have frequent and urgent 
dccaſion, and might opportunities of leiſure, for 
religious privacy. his is appears particularly needful 
at our entrance upon any important undertaking, 
that by u more expreſs and earneſt application to Hea- 1 
I ven, ye may obtain ſuch ſupplies of grace as will fit | | 
| "ER work; and alſo after the enjoyment of 
3 conſolations in our ſouls, that we may 1 and 
from ſpiritual pride. In general, it is 
88 for the purpoſes. of deuo- 


| " # Mat, is . Mark 14995, Lake u 1-13. 
— An | | 8 * 3 tion 
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0 
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Et — nnter: 9 
don is that publie ordinances retait bon 
little efficacy, and that divine comforts, if beſtowed 
at all; are ſoon loſt, or attended with a haughtineſs 
of mind. „ ; that: 
many, who pr 8 2 8 ly ſeem to re. 
ceive no benefit from its mini ſtrations, but walk in 
much darkneſs and diſtreſs; and that others are cen- 
ſorious' and overbearing, as being elated wich a fond: 
eonceit of their high attainments'? Alas! we frar, 
that the ſecret duties of religion are almoſt totally 
diſregarded in re Wits r diſſipated age, when the 
moſt part carefully avoid ſolitude, 2nd know not hows 
 to-employ themſelves. alone. © 5 a 
Bat what have we to do with faſting? Itiis e 
, od; there have been thoſe, as in the church of. 
who have enforced and. ractiſed it withathe- utm 
degree of ſuperſtition. But we, of the preſent day, 
are in danger, not ſo much from ſuperſtition, as 1 
licentiouſnefs, It is granted alſo, that it were $3 
ſumptuous in us to attempt a total abſtinence-for g 
days. But ſhalkwe therefore ſay, that it. is m no 
incumbent upon us to faſt at all ?- It ſhould ſdem, 
that the ancient ſaints thou e eee 
| — — upon. moſt of their ſblemn occaſtors 
they joined „ee prayen together. Undoube- 
ly y. perſons of di t-conftitutions cannotb#con- = 
fined within the fams preciſe limits, in the forbear-- © 
"ance of food. ſhould be had to birecum 


ſtances, and the 8 purpoſes of devotion ny 

bept in view. are hereby required to humb 
ourſelves before God, and to acknowltdge: chat we 
have forfeited our daily bead. Fhis may tend to- 
mortify our membets which are upon the earth 8, 
and to ſubdue in us the exil affections of pride, anger, 
eovetouſneſs, and luſt: and while every 3 — 
e e eee 

n 938 ay 

1 a de 2 1 CL Cel. i. * 2 Kune 1 © * 3a; 1 
"pf —— 112.59 F 13 6 much 
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80 | SCRIPTURE: aennernge wh 
much leſs oppreſied, and th hore 6s e 
_ nad heavenly thin ya could not be an- 
in our | bu wel be 2. 0 
rant of ourſelves, not to allow, chat in theſe 
we have. cauſe for humiliation. and Ne. | 
denial.—Yet why do we talk of faſting, ſinoe moſt 
men plead ſor, and demand, the full gratification of 
all cheir {enſual appetites? The very mention of mor- 
tißeation is | at, as the weakneſs of enthuſiaſm 
and the madn of ſuperſtition ;, while. profane neſs, 
intemperance, and riot, almoſt every where prevail 
and triumph. Few, therefore, ade | join with 
us in the collect of our church, and ſay, O Lord, 
who for eur Gke didſt faſt forty day n 
ale mas by we ſo 88 tha, ur = 
ing ſubdued ;to wit, we may ever y 
4 and  bolines, to- 


12 Our Lord ee eee 
eee 
Io torial office. © This will in conſidering 

| 5 III. His temptation. ” 
amazement, to behold - 
| vexed, and haraſſed by the prince of darkneſs. But 
this very circumſtance exhibits his power and grace. 
e ee and, as there can 
| 5 ery ad gre hn he entered the liſts 
2 ery adyantage ſor 

he might utterly conſound 
ray * ithful fol- 
1 
obtained. 


6 e ook 


onſet was made u E 75 
- tiſm, and the effuſion of the Spirit him. And , 
4 we {hall feel the effects of Satan's malice, 


+ ntulance on religious 


in which 


after our 
we are favoured with divine conſolations. My ſon, 
lf _=_ 


come to Rrve en prepare hy foul or 


% 


ended ate coriit; it was © the wilderneſs.” No 


8 15 actes 174 before he en- 


tered on his public work, The Devil ditects his en- 
eee in an manner againſt thoſe, 
oing forth to ſubvert and deſtroy his king 

N even theſe perſons ſtand in need of ap 

=_— and will derive peculiar | benefits from it. 
They. will anprove,, by that painful diſcipline, in hu- 


— and tenderneſs of ſpirit, and learn to adminiſten 


per counſel and encouragement to. thoſe,, who are 
t into ſimilar circumſtances of diſtreſs... 
e may alſo remark the place in which, our Lord 


| ſituation, indeed, will ſecure us from the aſſaults of. 


was then 
| Confident of his own ſuperior ſtrength, he dreaded 


our malicious adverſary. In vain ſhould. we. Za . 


deſerts or to cells: we ſhould be ſtill expoſed. 
though we be employed in meditation. and e 4 
Jeſus was,, we 2 liable to an attack. Nay, ion. 
ment; itſelf, in ſome vi e an i 
force to temptation. Per d. . 
therefore choſen for this {Os | ement, in 
which the Fiend was allowed to exert his utmoſt rage . 


for my horrors of the ſcene favoured. his, 2 


Jeſus was led up of the Spirit,” by the 


— 4 
led, & to. be tempted of the Devil.“ 


not the combat: nor have we any-real-cauſe to fear, 
when called out to the ſame warfare, if we depend on 


his mighty arm for protection and But let 
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/ extraordi 


us beware of yp aye Remembering our own 
weakneſs and the power of 22 


t us 
continually, Lead us not i — 1 
What could be Satan's expectation. in Kabine fo fo 
an attack ? Perhaps from the conqueſt 
he had obtained over the firſt Adam, he might derive 


coco: wp 1 
| uu. f. | 


ate or ths Hein hot, with which be. * 


— aero a —— — 


| an; oppoſition: and he reſolved to ver, if he could not 


We ſhall remark the artfulneſs and ſu 


A 


1 20 of Satan's 


Nr in beman form, 


C feel 


ns wen as external circumſtances; ſince he generally 
| 2 that 1 plan of action, which appears 


een Nen yet poſſefled no natural means 
Ae this 


* 


% eee eee, 
c and overcome, 'He determined, at leaſt, to make the 


trial. His envious and malicious rage 
would not ſuffer him” to ſubmit, without attempting 


deſtroy, his antagoniſt. Such likewiſe is his conduct 


toward all thoſe, whd fight againſt him under the ban- 


eee "hr Nats io fath'; and probably 


of: his male volence. 


of this . 
ſpirituni adverſary. It ſhould-ſeem;; that he has ſome 
way. of learning our inward tempers and diſpoſitionsʒ 


| nd convenient to us. How "great, 
chen, is the — circum and prayer 
Three temptations were offered to our Eord; 


to his fituation ; and by afford 2 ſpecimen. 

Gr devices.  _ 16 

3 urged to- diſtruſt the divine care. 
long tones he felt the importunate'de-- 


apoſtate ſpirit (con- 


or as an Angel . ed to him, that he 
had within himſelf the power of immediately ſupply: 


Ang his wants,” 4. f thou be the Son of God, ſaid 


be, command that theſe ſtones be made bread.” 
We ſee the cunning addreſs of Satah. His aim was, 


to induce the Saviour to call in queſtionhis high · dig 


nity, and peculiar relation to God; or elſe by a mi- 


racul dus. ageney to relieve himſelf, as if he were for⸗ 


alten of his Father. He takes a ſimilar method now. 
Ale perfuddes the diſciples of Jeſus to doubt, whether 


they be the children of God or no, intimating that 


their trials and diſtreſſes are an unfavouruble mark; 
and net unfrequently puts them upon uſing impru- 
dent and 8 of * . 


8 - 


— dre ne rere | 63 
| throng adiſbelief of the divine faithfulneſs and love; = 
Let us bewate of ſuch am attack, ie f a 
fſiſtance we ſhould make. Mü IL A 1710 Hy 
It would have been eaſy for our Lord to ee. 
pliſh what Satan propoſed ; but he would N. 
ſeem to diſtruſt the care of Providence; and h 
left us an example of a firm — — 
ſievereſt difficulties,- He replied, cherefore, from the 
ſeniptures, Man ſhall not hve by bread alone; but 
by every word that Seb oe. che" loads 'of | 
Gade 9 * 1p” ber taught us, 3 15 8 | 
to. obtain the divine ng, than a food, 
which of itſelf can adiwiniiter no — to the 
body. We ſhould not dare to purſue any unlawful: 
eourſe, e ee. N for 
the providi even Nec lu | 
| __ ſerve our 2 upon he God's God of Sond wet - 
Tee e e Ae 
; us without it. f 19 | 
. Jeſus was then Sed es pete pe. © The- 
ke, i taketh him up into the holy city“ (in what. 
way we do not enquire, nor is it nec to kRnow), 
. * and ſetteth him on a pifinacle of the tem Here 
again the addreſs was moſt artful: he would now 
ſuade him, to preſume upon his relation to G n | 
the belief of which he could not be-ſhaken, to make 
nan improper diſplay of it, and to expect protection 
without a ſuſſicient warrant. If thou be the Son. 
of God,” faid he, « caſt thyſelf down from henca; 
1 He hall give bis Ange char = 
. cerning thee to keep thee ; and in their ha 
4 del ea the up, Jeſu un ime thou du hy fo 
- againſt a ſtone .“ Satan, we obſerve, can appeal 
to ſcripture; to ſerve his own ſes. But here he 
« produced-'a falſe, becauſe a partial, quotation.” He 
r Rs Tre Onur Y * ABL 


x | ®- Deut. Mil. 3, N 1 Pal, cl. 12. 
ER 21 ; ; * e THY 
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d aves“d dor this oppaſed bis deſign; ſinge it 
ua, that then only we may. depend on God 
ervation, when we are in our appointed 
o ſecurity ĩs promiſod to thoſe who are out 


e likeviks we-beitld: the admirable 


ky C 
=” 
he = 
= 
% - 
. 
z 


pile 


| 


8 
ls 


him with it. 
er 


1 


bis adwerſaty, and conf 
2 * It. is. written agai 


then, —— deeds) 
afford us, or to preſume nr pg ty aver us in that 
line of conduct, which he has nat authorized. Vet 
to this very ſin the followers of Chriſt are ge 


ME 


tempt 


te extremes. For, if Satan bo baſſied in one point, 


you be the children of God, and can maintain. 
de ſet your foot. He is not bound by any promiſe to 


E 21 2 view to the glory of G 


greedily have catehed at. The Devil taketh him 
up into an exceeding high mountain, and ſheweth him, 
all che kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, 

IF in a moment of time. We do not well underſtand 
_— D r 


ſtratagem: but, being permit- 


gras proſpect of earthly pomp- 


ee „ 


| 

| - 

1 

| l Deus. M. 16. 
| 


* — Phe. | 
50 Fr 1 > 75 Pretending, 


of our Lord, eee | 


E Indeed, they are in danger from the two = 


will try another; and therefore it will be an ad- 
to be appriaed of his devices. What? 


ape in him: conſider well, where you venture 


* 
4 : 
1 7 — aw ith. = * . 


- the right path for 2 of Pane 31 abit, | 


N. An attempt was made to ſeduce-the Saviour by | 
Te, an offer, as a proud and. ambitious mind would- 


ted to try all his artiſices, he had SS of re- 


r en as, nn: a: lem + 


— 


| ©, - JESUS CHRIST« | 65 
Pretending, therefore, to have the abſolute diſpoſal of 
every thing in his own hands, he promiſed to deliver 
up the whole power and magnificence to Jeſus, on 

condition of receiving an act of adoration from him. 
How daring the ſcheme! how deteſtable the falſhood, 
which ſupported itF oo 
The. deſign of Satan is the ſame in all his aſſaults, 
' but he does not always avow or diſcover it. Fal 
down, and worſhip me,” is in effect the ee rad 
every temptation. And, ah how frequently does 
he ſucceed! He ſtill continues to offer & the luſt of 
the eyes and the pride of life; and theſe are the 
baits, which thouſands ſeize with eagerneſs to their 
eternal ruin. All chis,“ fays he, © will I give 
thee; and thus he perſuades men to barter away 
their conſciences, to forſake God and his truth, 
from the proſpect of worldly advantages. - But wes . . 
would remind you, while you-liſten- to-ſuch ſolicie _ 
tions, that you. will probably be diſappointed; He, 
to whom you hearken, is a deceiver and a liar. It is 'F 
not in his power to beſtow.,what- he promiſes, and = 
hat you deſire to obtain. Or, if your la mes 
could be gratified, your would {till be poor: 
and contemptiblee „ een 
At length the F 
and, while he let the tempter know that he under 
lood his real character, he rejected his propoſal wit 
abhorrence: Get thee behind me, Satan for it is 
written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the: Lord thy Gd: and 
him only thou ſhalt ſerve “.“ We learn, then; how 
to repel the attacks of our enemy. We muſt poſſeſs 
_ the utmoſt firmneſs of oppoſition, and deſpiſe: every - 
offer of temporal advantage, which might induce us 
to depart from our God. We muſt determine to. 
Yield no reverence: or obedience to any but Him; and 
| | Deut- vll 13, e Þ . 
| q -/44. 54} - Men 
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te world. \\ n N 
Tube conflict was ended, and the vi obtained. 


en NN. 0 renew the aſſault: and im- 
+ Iediately a company of holy Angels came to miniſter 
to the relief of ol 
 - Slorious triumph, ' | | 


© How repleve with a e I; this hiftary? It 


affords a ſtriking repreſentation of the power, the ma- 


of that warfare, to which we are called. Vou, who 


in his temptations. An oppoſition of the very ſame: 
nature will be made-againſt-you. Do iſdt ſtagger in 


your minds, when you come into the conflict; nor | 


decline the combat; though moſt ſevere, but arm your- 
4 ſelves for it. Reſiſt the Devil, and he will flee from 
* „ a8 he lid from Jeſus. For this purpoſe, be- 

des the other parts of the Chriſtian's armour, & tak 
the ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of God .“ 


every ſuggeſtion with, © It is written 


But here alſo are exhibited the grace ahd tender- 


nels of our Nedeemer. How aſtoniſhing the humi-- 


_ «lition; te Which he ſubmitted? Painful to himſelf 5 
_  yeti'moſt ſalutary in its conſtquences to us] Now we * 


are aſſured, hat & he is able to ſuccour you who are 


tempted t, chat he is ** touched: with à feeling: of 


pour infirmities |,” and that he will not ſuffer you 
> 26 — ak eſcape Yes; 
e temptation alſo make a way to eſcape 4.” 
in due time you ſhall triumph — all. the malice of 
Four enemies. The victory of Jeſus was an earnefh 


„ Keb. . 13. + 1Cor lh a 


n-departed,. yet only it for a ſeaſon,” intending. 


aus, and to rejoice with him on his 
„ : | 2 „„ „„ 


lice, and the ſubtilty of our adverfary, and the nature 
follow Chriſt, muſt expect to be conformed to him 


» 
k l * 


n to the beſt ad- 


ve that ye are able, but will with 


ae If you make no reſiſtance, but willingly 
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| „ese ert 65 
of victory to his people. The God of peace ſhall |, 
bruiſe 220 under your ſeet ſhortly “. _ Angels are 
anxiouſly obſerving your conduct. In the view — ſuek 
witneſſes, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like men, 
be e and ſoon they will congratulate you, on 
having obtained a glorious and everlaſting conqueſt. 
' But are not many uhacquiirited with this ſpiri 


y with the ſolicitations of Satan, you may eſ 


ods "of the difficulties" which the Chriſtian ſoldier” 


meets with. All e mn. to be peace with you: 
but the reaſon is, the prince of darkneſs holds fs pu- 
lace in your hearts, and, while you allow | him the paſ- 
ſeffion, he will not difturb you. But you are no 
other than bis vaſſals, & led captive; hy him at 35 
will. We entreat you to ariſen and aſſert youf li- 


berty: for. to what tremendous. conſequences. will a 


continuance in your. preſent bandage, od you! Cry: 
mightily to God, 3 would reſcue you from it, 4 
thus 4 deliver you from the po wad! darkveſs,. a 


E ee kingdom. of his dear Bon . 4 
e e an T 1 8 at tent ig 


a 


| os | 
* : . fi WJ" ! a1 6 + a} 5 bo £3 *1 7 111 714 * 1 1 2 33. 
a: . * ** - ; : - , 
Fp T pur nile 
I. * 4 , 8 . ; 1 , 5 ; 
n e e bref log ried bh 4634 n 


mt . an * . ek : 3 
ARTE et enten en hos M291GIOAS 


Orin ed: Se rs LI 
- 7 „ * - %* F #4 ty N * $25 bn. * if 176 


2 o : 7 * h 
„ri . 12 © an 4 11 
* 4 - 7 * - - Wz N 9 
| $3 4:'0a 6. £68 fo f 0 bib * 113 
A n Nee 21 11 5130 30 2 105 . 
* "I. As. 1. * 12 * 3 L's E. 
bo "iS HEY - * » +» - . 8127 45 76 # | * 2 5 * 1 
ee! 3 A ene ien, LEP FS 1 (1 
TEA 7 F : 
«5 7 1 Fe 4 4 4440 7122 5 2 
» % _ G 5 #3 : 
T4 * 17 ; 4 4 * 1 % 
CT 111 „„ nf 913 3631 His 
. p — . - 4 wx 
* —— LH „ n 
"$ * - a 11 2 4 4 ra. ” 1 8 9 4 Diers 
» \ T1 , 4 0 ' . 3. IT . 
= » 


* 
1 * * . 8 . a. a 0 1 . 4 
6 +. FRITH” 10 STORE TS . | eis 


e 8 ” 6 4 "$4 Y | 
19.8 ITE * [£35 P2414 Fes Abt, e J 808 


if 4 * = 


$1241.40 l . of 1 1 4 N 
* . : * CI * - « * 4 0 4 4 2 
4%. 1 La db 34454 T% Ws Zalb: . 441 


60 _ eau - CHARACTERS» 


+ * * 
" ” ** * , . 
$4 6? 54 M4 pI LEY * 5 FE + $f FP . «> a 4 
R #, , 4 - . "4 « * - 1 


11 © Pow Fe 
; mib. unis r- 8 BF. 
LR” 5 1 % 7 ben 2 br 
| | #433 ; FEt 
Ive vie Jule. 3 5 
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| "Fer water _ — the Ace, 
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8 15 759 

tr anay be Kells e ”R da inet 

Ane in the hiſtory of Jeſus their” proper time and 

ace 3. nor is it & any conſequence to our plan, 

e Mall touch en the principal of them, and 

nearly according to the order, wherein they occurred, 

as far as that can he aſcertamed. | But we attend not 

do any critical inquiries; for ſettling the chronology. 

| Let us be. moſt anjous, while we are ſtudying the: 

| character of the Saviour, that we may know him, as 

© the way, the truth, and the life,” and that he may 

_ de formed in us, the hope of glo ory l 4 

= We have beheld him, at his baptiſm, publicly 

5 | anointed and ſet apart for his great work,, on which, 

- after his n 

 - enter. He did not, however, open his miniſtry, at 

| once, or diſplay his glory by a. ſudden blaze, but in a 

v gradual manner, as men could bear it. 
31 His familiar companions were few, and thoſe few 

he of no conſiderable rank in life, taken from common,, 

Il | and not the moſt credirable, oecapations,, fiſhermen,, 

[3% - tax-gatherers,, &c.. In.the calling and uniting of theſe 

to himſelf he diſcovered his power and his grace, and 

' cxbibited a ſpecimen of his general conduct through 


; | the ſucceeding ages of the church, | „ 
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r —7 . Te oo . i VIDE PONG ee 4 er uae a A - — 
* N 5 
* 
4 Sy 
' . * * 
* 
« 


— 


— 
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| 4 the miracle, which 
baptiſm, and repeatedly directed the zegafd of his 


or had attached fo much as a ſingle fall 
elf. But ſuch a teſtimony ſoon engag 


enquiries, by revealing himſelf to them as hedidin IS 


and PF fulneſs of evi- 


which be —_ his oy 2 divini 
he _— have been univerſally deſpl 1 


had not an. Almighty — a. hs by which 
the hearts of — were inclined to peĩi ue and follow 


him . He might have commandad the ſervices of 
more than twelve legions of Angels; and thereſore 
his condeſcenſion was the more remarkable, in ſelect- 


ing a ſe obſcure perſons we anime . 


and principal agents. | | 
Alter his temptation, it ſhould: Lem that be took 


l abode for ſome time, near to the place where IF 


John was baptizing, 


with the view of at- 
tending upon his miniſtry; 


it is evident that he 

red among his audience Te aſter another. 
Thus hens, more Lange f known, While John 
been wrought at bis 


hearers to him, declaring his high chafacter and office, 


us the Propitistorx crit for ny. ſins * RO 


This occurred before Jeſu had hamen. to. ; 

to him- 

.two of 

John's diſciples, Andrew: the brother of Peter, and 

robably John the Evangeliſt (who. frequently for- 

ds mention his own: name) to fix their regard 
ap extraordinary a perſon. In the ſame 


many have been 3 | 


the Saviour, through the report of others, eſpecially 


- through the information of thoſe who have truly be- 
' held his glory. Nor de any ſeck in vain. He ob- 
| ſerves the firſt motions of their hearts, when they 2 


cerely turn to him, and affords them the moſt 
cious encouragement. He will even prevent 


* nee keit bu. p» bo. | Joka i 38, 6e 
the 


rejeted, 


doo the notice and eſteem of their friends? Have we 


74 111 cl A hs 
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the caſe before; in "He marked the attention of rhe WW} 
_ diſciples} who Were witehing his ſteps; with great | 
_  condeſcenſion: he invited: them 0 accompany him 
% homie; and admitted them to a free and delightful. in- 
"'tercourſe with umſe\.: (M4 319% c 2:0) 137 4 1-20; 
And we, that have: obtained the knowledge. of 

2 will not burn/with a deſire to recommend him 


not a brother or a ſiſter, whom, through a plain and 
faithful teſtimony of our experience, we may intrg- | 
_ -Hjoks and inſſuence of Andrew, that Peter was 
broughit to him, und immediately taken into bal 
vice, under a nei und ſigniſicant nane; Every viſi- 
_ - tant met wich a kind reception from him; nor will 
| 6 y at this time be rejected, who ſincerely apply to 
— , “ , 24 . 
But all his diſciples do not come to him in the 
- Game way. Some, we have obſerved, owe their 
Knowledge ef beim, and their firſt gnod impreſſions, 
to their · congections in life; while others ate called, 
not through any/ previous:acquaintance with' religious 
- perſoris, bub by an immediate, and, as it were, vi- 
Able exertion of divine grace. In various inſtances 
: he, is A found of them, who ſought him not *. He 
- ſpeaks ſuddenly, not to their ears only, but to their 
hearts, prevents theit objections, overrules. their pur- 
poſes and deſires, and makes them willing in the 
Aay of his power 4, to alter their courſe, and follow _ 
' 2 nee maſter. Thus, upon-his removal to Galilee, 
he no ſooner met with Philip,” than he ſaid unto him, 
Follow me, and inſtantly conftrained him to for- 
ſiake his former occupation, and become his atten- 
What joy and pious exultation will a diſeovery of 
che Saviour excite in the true believer! No wonder, 
„enn iv, .. fran 


” '1 WO 


— 


9 


Dbase 5 


avs nnr rr. N 


men ude, love, 
:and zeal, and haſtens to ſpread the influence around 
him: Philip was unable to contain the; de 
light, now. produced in his ſoul, and others - 
to be as happy as himlelf, tae eſ | 
nity of telling his friend Nathanael, that he EA. 
the prochiſed Meſſiah. ,J 
'Þ [©  Hert a different charadter is preſented to us. Na- 
BN -hanat), probably, as a ſmcere of God, 
a pray others, + waited for the conſolation of 
Iſrael t, though an - 9 
e | 
of popular prejudice. . any 
W e much leſs ſo illuſtrious a perſon as tlic - 
N thi world, could ariſe from the infamous 
town of Nazareth. He was induced, however, by 
dhe mild expoſtulation and advice of Philip, to ex- 
mine and judge for himſelf. On this occaſion we 
"admire the compatiion and tenderneſs of eſus to ʒe 
. Aveakneſs and folly of thoſe, who truly to know 
* 2 Nathanael 's firſt approach, ſo fat from 


2 with his ignorant and raſh conclufions, 
1 be . 


the warmeſt approbation of bis integrity, 
him to the notice of others, B 


"= indeed, in whom is no guile!”” Such a 
| CS he had conſidered as an 
entire ranger, could not but aftoniſh Nathanael: 
_ andy being referred to a particular place of retirement, 
| flere. projulbly.be lted;hean enguget/ in devour me- 
ditation and prayer, and where Jeſus aſſured him 
that his eye was upon him, an irreſiſtible conviction 
broke in upon his mind. At once he ſaw his whole 
Heart expaſed to view, he felt his doubts and ſcruples 
to be removed, and he acknowledged the . 
and the glory of the divine Saviour: Rabbi,” -faid 
be, « thou dt the Son of God; Thou art the King 
of Iſrael,” This honeſt and bold profeſſion of he 
Aaith obtained a gracious acceptance, Jeſus replied, 
7 1 b ſ * .« Thou 
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ing, that from that hour he ſhould behold fuch 2 
train of miracles, as if heaven itſelf were 


- | © ©  .theffincere convert mall be favoured with/increaſing 
. light, and ſtrength, and corafort: -« for ee 
3 ne that huh e and be ſhall ave aun 
6 8 
We th the whole of this 
2 Nee * 
| ner. Here were two of a family, three 1 8505 
Called to the knowledge and che love of Chriſt, while 
8 N e friends and * 
rangers and enemies to him. 2 
ie e 807 He is conſeſſed, loved, and glorifie 


dy a few- project In a town, and: frequeatly- 15 5 


3 eee eee eee eg by Kindo 


. e principles, Tete. A441 that . 
r at .. ſhould 1 
to uſk, why theſe are ſelected ou? hr than others, we 

'  , have nothing to anſwer, but cry out in devout admi - 

77 u Even ſo, Father; for fo it ſeemed good in 

ght 1.“ He may, doubtleſs; beſtow his grace, 

yp 3m. and how he pleaſes. - Hence alſo we obſerve 2 

homies fr tp min rom his people: and therefore we 

a not be forward to condemn any one, merely 

becauſe his religious experience differs from that of 


another. Let us vat oor; preſcribe unto God, 
but bow befcre hi nowledge, that * the 


Judge of all the A will ſurely do rig. ” Inſtead - 


. of cenfuring the & diverſities of his operations,” let 
us adore the riches of his mercy. If the moſt diſ- 

; + obedient and rebellious -be 5 to ſubmit unto 
Jeſus, he will graciouſly receive them, Their miſ- 
dren and uber, * for z time 

* #£ X 


7 e | tn - $4; Mat. xi. 26. 
* 1 14.4. Ig . | prevent 


. 5 a Y 


Thou ſhalt ſee greater things than theſe,” aha” 


opened, in 
. atreftation of his miſſion. Thus likewiſe, enge 


heſe, ag are ſo oppoſite to — 
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1 n 

diſcover a real deſire to become his diſciples, than he 

meets them with expreſſions of his kindneſs, admits 

them to a familiar intereourſe with himſelf, and fills 

them 2 and peace in believing.” 0 

then, make the application to a 

and 2 « the called of —— — PP”: Ie Sy 

of little conſequence, pane. ne or 2 

cular means we have been affe — ery 2 

deed brought to the knowledge and love of his name? 

Do we poſſeſs that warmth of affection, that ardent 

zeal for him, which theſe young converts ſhewed? _ 

Do we, like them, bear witneſs, We have found | 

the Meſſiah?” And are we diſpoſed to * follow he = 

Lamb, whitherſoever be goeth? ' A * | 

"= Soon aſter our Lord's arrival in Galilee, 83 

"the few diſciples, whom he had now attached to him- 

ſelf, were invited to a probably the marriage 

of a relation, ſince his mother and ſome other of his 

kindred were there T. He was not inattentive to the 0 

calls of ſocial life, — any offices of re- 5 

ſpect and kindneſs to thoſe, whom he was nearly 

connected. He condeſcended, therefore, to be pres - 

ſent upon that occaſion, and to partake of the enter- | 

tainment. Our church has inferved from this circums 

ſtance, that © he adorned and beautified the holy eſtate 

of matrimony.” Doubtleſs, he teſtified his approba - 

tion of it: nor do his profeſſed followers prove an 

e real ſanctity in themſelves, or promote his ca | 

among men, by deſpiſing that inſtitution, which is 

declared to be © hon e in all .“ The religion 

of Jeſus does not require that moroſeneſs and entire 
ſeparation from _— which ſome weak, but 

(- FU pious, perſons hay led, through the fear of 

conforming to the world. They _ made Chriſ- 

122 appear with a 1 and L. a1 
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ying 
| þ a9 1- 499". — no afflu- 
ence in the family, and, on en of this extraor · 
dinary gueſt, there might be a larger company, than 
had been ext _—_ ſo that there ws not a ſu 
of wine. The mother of Jeſus to him 
the dee, -hoping, and perhaps intimating, that he 
ou ſupply it by his own divine She met 
—— indeed, ſor ſeeming to direct him in 
— operation, ſince, where the Godhead 
was to be exerted, he owed: her no obedienoe, and 
could not be-ſubjeRed to her control . Yet, while 
he declared that the r ſeaſon for his interference 
vas not arrived, it is from hor injunctions to 
the ſervants, that — her cauſe to er 
would ſoon be complied with. 
Accordingly, at the time — thought mal 
ſuitable, — to work the very —— ſhe 
Had wiſhed for, and i converted a 
tity of - water into wine of the moſt exqui 


neee. ——— 


* The anſwer reel 
ho with thee to in Engliſh reader may convey the idea of barſhneſs 
| und diftel That it was meat 8! e kind of edeck or repre- 

Uowodz bur the « of '*© women” implied no 
proper regard ſe times, and in the Greek lan- 
1 3 ame addreſs was uſually made by m to ber mi 


and 
e '- without 


2 F525 202 gs rrress Seen 


without the intervention of 


viſible means, merely 
by his own ſovereign will, aud befare many witneſſes. 


Such alſo was the ſuperior excellency of the new 
wine, that it immediately Excited the notice and ad- 
2 . I; 1 n 
Our Lord's conduct on this occaſion has been 
ſhamefully miſrepreſented, as if he had exerted bis di- 
vine power to promote the purpoſes of intemperanee. 
I know not o Er ws profane ridicule ſome perſons 
have aſperſed the character of Jeſus, as though he had 
been in reality, what his enemies of old infdiouſly 
deſcribed him, *.a_gluttonous.man and a wine- bib- 
ber . They triumph in this little narrative, ſup- 
poſing it to prove, what they could with, that there 
is nothing criminal in ſenſual entertainments, pro- 
tracted even to en rs. 
- What will not human depravity pervert? It can 
turn that into poiſon, which was deſigned 'for ſalu- 
tary food. Apcondingly, there are thoſe, who have 
attempted to juſtify the moſt flagitious actions from 
the ſacred writings. It almoſt moves one's indigna- 
tion, that ſo infamous a reproach ſhould be caſt upon 
the holy Jeſus. Is it, then, conceived, 


he ſhould not only remain in the company of drunk- 
ards, but work a miracle for the ſake of longhening 
out their merriment? What more blaſpbemaus aſler. - 
tion could Satan himſelf advance? We have no.reaſon 
to conclude, but that every ting in this meeting was 
conducted with the utmoſt decency and temperance, 
and that our Lord improved the oppartunity for the 
ſpiritual. inſtruction and edification of the gueſts. In 
bis converſation on the moſt private occaſions, an 
any inſtance be adduced, which, can vindicate or en- 
courage, we need not ſay a licentiouſneſs of manners, 
but even a trifling gaiety of mind? The lovers of _ 
pleaſures will gain no advantage by appealing to his 9 
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conduct, but only betray'their own deformity upon x 
compariſon of 2 with his perfect 8 
he miſrepreſentation ſeems to have ariſen from 
chat addreſs to the bridegroom ; « Every man at the 
beginnigg doth ſet forth good wine; and when men 
have drunk, then that which is worſe; but thou 
haſt kept the good wine until now.” This, however,” 
deſcribes 0. what was uſual at entertainments, 
and has not any neceffary reference to that particular 
-occalion; or, admitting that it had, it would not 

ve, that any of the © company then afſembled were 

n a ſtate of intoxication. his word itſelf, rendered 
WELL DRUNK, does not always mean exceſs; as it 
is applied by the beſt authors to caſes, wherein tem- 
peranee was obſerved. = 

This miracle, like all the — which Jeſus wrou he 
was deſigned to — omote the moſt benevolent 1 
uſeful ee hat large increaſe of wine was 4 
1 to the maſter of the houſe for his kind - 
neſs and hoſpitality, and might be conſidered as a 
token, that 1 who receive Jeſus and his diſciples, 
| ſhall not loſe their reward. It was evidently calcu- 
lated to diſplay his high character in a more illuſtri- 
ous manner, than had been done before; for he then 
« manifeſted forth his glory, and his diſciples believed 
on him;“ their faith was confirmed, and they were 
the more encouraged to forſake all and to follow him, 
when they ſaw with what eaſe he could © ſupply all 
their need.” 

We do not forget, that he furniſhes a better en- 
tertainment, and invites us to feaſt with him at his 
fable, while he beſtows ſpiritual bleſſings with a li- 
beral hand. He fays, Come, eat of my bread, and 
drink of the wine, which 1 have mingled v.“ The 

xnowled ar of his love will afford an inconceivably 

ight to the ſoul, than the molt exquilnely 
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rich wine to à refined taſte. In too, he re- 
ſerves © the good wine“ till the laſt: he communi- 
cates. much happineſs to his people from the firſt, but 
the end will be moſt glorious indeed. With reſpect, 
therefore, both to his providence and his grace, we 
rejoice in his all-ſufficient care and power, y_ - 
IE. Soon;afterwards he went up to Jeruſalem to cele- 
brate the paſſover, a feſtival of peculiar importance 
among the Jews, at which the attendance of all their 
males was required. This particular abſeryance does 
not obtain with us; but are not we under indiſpen- 
fable obligations to wait upon God in the public 
means which he hath appointed? Let us learn from 
Jeſus, then, to pay an exact and punctual regard to 
all the ſacred ordinances. _ ee e 
; Immediately upon his arrival at Jeruſalem, he re- 
paired to the temple, where a remarkable tranſaction 
occurred, * other profanations of that holy 
ace, the outward court was groſsly violated, pro- 
ly through the covetouſueſs:of the prieſts; for an 
open market was held in it, to the diſturbance of de- 
vout worſhippers. The ſervice of God. might be 
urged in excuſe for it, as the people were here ac- 
commodated with their reſpective offerings. _ But 
Jeſus felt a pious indignation at the ſhameful abuſe, 
and ſet himſelf to reform it. When he had made 
a * ſmall cords, he drove out of the temple” 
the profane traders, © and the ſheep, and the oxen 
and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew 
the tables; and ſaid unto them that fold doves, Take 
theſe things hence; make not my Father's houſe an 
houſe of merchandiſe.” Such an. interference of a 
perſon, who polletled no human authority, was ſin- 
gular indeed! It amounted to no leſs than a full. de- 
elaration of his prophetical character, and of his pecu- 
liar relation to God. In this view it will appear pro- 
per and conſiſtent, like many, of thoſe ſignificant ac- 
tions of the old prophets, Ms W 
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$0 uncommon an exertion could not but excite 
the public notice. His diſciples beheld it with ſur- 
en beg Sev % x ion of an ancient 
ſcripture, which they confidered as deſcriptive of that 
1 Neg by which he was then actuated: The 
zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up +.” For, re- 
eſs of his own fafety, he was concerned only for 
glory of God in the due adminiſtration of his ſer- 
vice. Muft we not perceive and admire the power, 


ts well as the zeal, of our Lord in this extraordi 


"occurrence? For whence was it, that thoſe, who 
were occupied in the merchandiſe, fubmitted withour 
4 to one, of ſo low a rank and eſtimation in 

? They muſt, doubtleſs, have felt not merely a 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, but a ſecret and awful dread 
of their reprover: and this effect we cannot but aſ- 
cribe to a ſupernatural impreffion upon their minds. 
By the very ſame influence, the perſons, who after- 
wards came to apprehend him, notwithftanding their 
malice ar. e their frereeneſs, were ſtruck to the ground 


| among the Jews called him to ac- 
count for this proceeding, and demanded a proof of 
divine f a | 
performed, was a ſtrong evidence; but probab 
they withed to find fault, rather than know the Ges. 
1 therefore of giving them any direct anſwer, he 
replied, as he uſually did to cavillers, in a parabolical 
manner, * Deftroy this temple,“ faid he, © and in 
three days I will raiſe it up.” This they underſtood 
not; but afterwards, in a perverted ſenſe, they made 
it the ground of a charge againft him f. It was 
meant as a prophecy of his own reſutrection, which 


8 Jer. . Ag. xxvil. Exck. iv. xii. Zech. l. 
3” + Pal. trix. 9. 5 i T Mack ziv. 58. 
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is & an infallible of his divine L and 
in that view, it was recollected by his ſciples, to the 
rin 44 
the | 
2 the very ſame dodtrines, which arviag; nee and a 
ſtumbling block to ſome, are to others the ſource of 
joy and conſolation. een 
ſearches, to the diſpoſitions of our hearts. 
While'we prafs b to be (atised that Jeſus ſhould 
purge the temple at Jeruſalem from profane attend - 
ants, let us aſk, Are we ſuch worſhippers, as he will 
approve?” Is there no violation of the houſe of GO 
among ourſelves 3 no irreverence, which requires re= 
formation? Is that holy place never into * 
houſe of merchandiſe?” Are our minds never em- 
- ployed there, in 3 temporal accounts, and in 
various ſchemes of trade, as if we were in the midi 
of a market? What, then, would Jeſus ſay, if he were 
to amongſt us? And let us remember, that 
«al are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
him, wich whom we bave to do.“ We — 
endeavour, therefore, to leave the cares of the world 
at a diſtance, * that we may attend upon the Lord 
without diſtraction f. « Take theſe thing: ey 
for they are moſt unſuitable ta his ſacred courts, 
Jefus, we have ſeen, publicly afferted be bigh 
racter at Jeruſalem, and he bad many ad high hos 
ons i converts? He ſpake with an effi 
cacy, which filenced at leaſt, if it did not convince, 


ö 


= 
= 
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| firmneſs and 


_ Chiiſtiap love. 


unfeignedly devo 


n 
ting only tor an opportunity to y him to his 
enemies; or elſe, if ſincere, they poſſeſſed not a proper 
and dared not to ſtand forth in 
defence of his cauſe. Even a friend, who is afraid or 


- aſhamed to eſpouſe intereſts, is not entitled to 
confidence. Vou will not think yourſelves fafe 


in his hands; and therefore, ſrom a proper regard to 
your on welfare and ſecurity, you will be backward 


to truſt him. Such prudence is indiſpenſably neceſ- 


ſary, in religious as well as in temporal concerns. 


A little experience will teach you not implicitly to 


every proſeſſor. Vou ought not, indeed, to 


rely on 

fuſs hypocriſy in all, becauſe. you may have found 
it. yay ron 2 incoaſiſtent with 
ut a cautious reſerve and circum- 
ſpection towards many of thoſe,” who diſcover an at- 
tachment to the goſpel, are highly expedient to pro- 


tect you from various ſnares. This you will learn 
from Jeſus, when “he did not commit himſelf unto 
them, who are ſaid to have believed in his 
name 225 e "1 : 1 2 2 


We muſt not overlook the reaſon aſſigned for bis 


conduct: ( he knew all men, and needed not that any 


| ſhould teſtify of man; for he knew what was in 


man. But is it not the excluſive prerogative of 
Almighty God, to ( ſearch the heart and try the 


reins?” Yet. this is aſſerted of Jeſus : he perceived all 


the ſecret purpoſes and hidden motives of thoſe, who 


would have joined themſelves to him; and at once 


he detected the baſe hypocriſy, which lurked within 
them. Let us ſtand in awe, and fear for ourſelves. 


Known unto him are our various ſtates, principles, 
and deſires.” Let each one aſk himſelf, Of what ſort 


on of love to Jeſus? What was it which 


_ firſt induced me to declare myſelf his diſciple? Am I 


% 


ted to him; and may his cauſe be 


K ſafely committed to me? 


at I bere 


= 
= 
/ w — —_ _ 3 
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8 creature c that is not manifeſt in his 
ſight.” If there be a Judas, a mere pretender to 
GnRity, «<a ravening wolf coming in ſheep's clothing, 
let him W _——— us - 
penetrates ay. his diſguiſes. Or, if you want 

ergy to avow —_ real ſentiments of re- 

card. top: the Goſpel, ſo that you might eaſily be 
— to — it; is not this a meanneſs and in- 
tant of which you ought to be aſhamed N 


e, caſe is; many among, oureſes are 
iſtians, and ſay ns they believe the ſcrip- 
— becauſe by the 5 of — 2 they were 
born and educated j in 2 Chriſtian land, and they are 
content to take up with the religion of their fathers 


and their country. Is not this the fole reaſon, why | 
ſome are not Pagans or Mahometans ? But is this the 


faith, which Jeſus will approve? No: he will not be 
impoſed upon by an empty form of words, with 
which the heart does not accord. We pray, there- 
fore, not only that we may. © have a name to hve,” but 
poſſeſs «the faith of the operation of God,” hereby, 
being vitally united to Chriſt, and abiding in him, we 
* ſhall produce the fruits of righteouſneſs, 0 oy glory 
and praiſe-of God. Nn | 


1:14 7 
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— 
- 

* 


La 
* 


be Grin we many were at leaft convinced of 
dis divine 2 the e which he wrought. 
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ulted by Nicodemu en Fl | 
7 8 egeneration—the bin th 2 


| een elf verunce 
. W 


the ui and cha- | 


. 4 omiling : 
of ſuccek, 8 pom 


_mliry it Janata, His ſtrenuous exe: tions in purg- 


ing dhe temple could not but excite a commotion 
— oe z and, though his claims were not 


* 1 ſation gave any ſerious attention 
Am: as ns þ ion implic 


Have an f any of the rulers or of the Phariſees believe 


on him 7 But we afe here introduced to one of 


| that very rank, who ſought after Jeſus, with an earneſt 
_ delire to be acquainted with bis doctrine. 


Nicodemus, a perſon of conſequence, as a ma- 


een N a member of the great council, the San- 


rim, probably a man of learning, and as a Phariſee 


exact i in all religious obſervances, paid him a viſit: 


but it is remarked, that © he came by night 4.” He 
might be afraid or aſhamed to have it known, aware 
that a_free and open intercourſe.-with Jeſus would 


tO NPY ee and there- 


John vii. 48. + Joha iii. 1, &c. 
fore 


n NIP < 82 
n 

nt in che dark. But even al- 
— — 


feof ee each of — even 
cademus himſelf. May we, like him, be willing to 
kit at the feet of Jeſus, and hear his words, # which 
ate able to. make us ide une ad 
How graciou and condeſcepding uns, our Re- 
dome in giving his time s compan 
infirublion of an individual | N 


N — — 
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= — . ad Afro co coo —_ 
„ 


4 erent 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. | 
I. The * ae of regeneration. This 


which our Lord inſiſted on, we 
— oArine lies at the ver foundation 


. 
that 
of Ohriſtianity. * We know, ſaid Nicodemus, 
. art à teacher come from God; for no 
man can do theſe miracles that thou doeſt, except 
God be with him.” Such an addreſs, acknowledging 
that Jeſus was a prophet — commiſſioned; im- 
ied a defire of receiving 1 from _ 
ithout any preface or apology, the Saviour 
to explain the religion which he came to ſet up, — 
with peeullar ſolemnity declared an entire renovation 
of mind to be univerſally and indiſpenſably requiſite: 
Verily, verily I ſay unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.“ 
As if he had ſaid, Doſt thou believe, I am come 
from God ? Then I, the faithful witneſs, aſſert this 
great truth. Doſt thou enquire after the kingdom 
f God? Be aſſured, that none can be a member of 
it; who is not ſo totally transformed in his inward 
= itions; as to become a new creature. 
e Jews, and eſpecially the Phariſees, boaſted of 
the privileges of their birth, as the deſcendants of 
Abraham, and depended on their ſcrupulous atten- 
tion to external rites and ceremonies. I hey ſup- 
| poſed, too, that, whenever Meffiah ſhould appear to 


eſtabliſtr his government, they ſhould have, more than 
2 preference, an excluſive right, to its advantages. In 


oppoſition to this gtoſs deluſion, our Lord maintained, 
that their extraction from the moſt excellent proge- 


nitors, their religious education and profeſſion, and 
Al their outward obſervances, would not ſecure to 


them the bleſſings of his ſalvation; but. that all of 


every character, rank, and nation (the ſelf-ri 
Phariſee, no leſs than the idolatrous Gentile), 
reeeive ſuch a thorough change of heart, 


muſt 


We 


- 


JESUS hs r. — 


We nen not to 
deny our Lord's eee 
fubcilty. and and refinement to explain away its meaning. 
« To be born again, it is ſaid, is only a ftrong 
eaſtern metaphor, which implies a renunciation of 
former errors, whether Jewiſh or Pagan, and a pro- 
feffionjof Chriſtianity.” Let us try this inter 

by other paſſages. Whatſoever is born of God 
overcometh the world 9. And can ſuch a 

be aſeribed to one, who is called a Chriſtian? 
We have conti and lamentable proof to the con- 
trary. Equally. abſurd is the notion, that baptiſm 
conſtitutes regeneration. ' This, indeed, is the out- 
ward ſymbol of it; the water, which is applied to the 
body, fitly repreſenting the of the Spirit in 
cleanſing and purifying the ſoul. But © whoſoever 
is born of God ſinneth not f. And is this to be 
affirmed of every baptized n! Alas! how: dix 

ferent is the caſe! 

It is ſaid, then, a e tobocborwagaine? leivaiogs 
borm the life, and pay an exact regar d to the duties 
of morality. This, we „ is bighlexpodie and 
neceſſary, and is an which flow from re- 

neration, but it may be produced without it. For 

not many © make the outſide clean, whoſe inward 
part is full of wickedneſs 7 But the change, of 
which we ſpeak, originates within, and is properly a 
renovation of the heart, in which corrupt and carnal . 
affections are ſubdued, and holy and ſpiritual deſires 
and tempers are implanted. It is, therefore, © a — 
creation,” ſo that the man is, as it were, 
not as to his body, cb - ho) alien. 
tion, but as to the diſpo itions of the mind: the de- 
pravity of his nature is rectified. The language is 
metaphorical, we allow; and who ever denied it? 
A to be conveyed. in 


# 2 John v. 4. . + v. 18. 2 Lukenl- 39. - 
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and certain modern. 


54 — 


1 


mos enter. f 
Me Te een er che gaben ſince 
my condutt is reg my dealings fair, and my tem- 


rs amiable? Gs Wg ſurely, that we all ſpring 


th fame corrupt original. The neccifity 
eee e e Fe Se pee e 


e or the de- 
1 en wo fot Mae; wich CY 

rd our nature; we 
Xs different 2 
. "Whether or no you enn explain the 
the effgets of the fall are erunſmitted 
to us, eee 
aid bein deceit,” it is ied in our Lord's decla- + 
ration, that, upon our entrance into the world; 
we bring with us a carnul prineiple, which-is oppo- 
ſite to God; -A re 
human race is that there is hot one, 
who does not feel a to-evil, This 
being grams, i follows f once Ve muſt be born 
again.“ 


Without fuck u rVhivdbbE dhe ed e thall be 


main in a ſtate of alie nation from God; and therefore 
we can have no part in the Meſſiah's 'kingdoiw' of 


ce. For, that being a kingdom of — 
toe only who ee rs he iken 
can reliſh its iritual precepts. N 
can we enter into the kingdom of glory, fo le 
we continue under the influence of © the 
which is “ enmity God.” OREN 
unfitted for maintaining any communion with 
1s cannct altyt x into bis prefortcs with ſedi « if 


Lee, can heaven itſelf afford us any enjoy- 


ppineſs. 
Of how great importane is it, then, to enquire, 
Am I born again? Are wy Wyn tempers and affections 
ſanctißfed? Let us not be fatisfied with an external 


decency of behaviour, and an Hanourable conduft 


among men, which, though highly beneficial to ſo- 


ciety, 


— 
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heart — God, Vet let not 
abuſed, as if it militated againſt the intereſts of mo- 
ality. The change will be manifeſted by an uniform 


t ſlate. of the 


: — of virtuous actions. As birth is the beginning 
of life, the new and ſpiritual birth muſt in a 
new and holy life. It will be diſcerned, therefore, 


by its fruits; nor can we flatter thoſe, whoſe conver- 
ſation is unprofitable, vain, and ungodly, that they 
over were * partakers of the divine nature.” 

Is it aſked, In what 1235 or ir 1 ſc 9g particular 
means, is this renovation eff To anſwer the 


Yi and to guard againſt miſtakes, we con- 
IT. Tie operation of the Spirit in producing the 


| chan e. Many are not properly aware of their own 
ility, and therefore with great earneſtneſs, and 
— reſolutions of amendment, themſelves under- 


work, for which they are utterly unfit. The 
conſequence can be no other than repeated and pain- 
ful pointments. Their plans fail; their purpoſes 


are broken; temptations preyail againſt them ; ſo that 


they © labour in the very fire. . Confuſion and de- 
ſpair muſt enſue, unleſs they are willing to be indebted 
to * grace, and cry to him for help. 

They ho he will ariſe for their deliverance, and make his 
own ſtrength perfect in their weakneſs. 

No ſtream can be more excellent than its or 

ſource; for all the waters will take their oh 
from the fountain, whence they ſpring. From man's 
depraved nature nothing truly good can be derived. 
He is under an incapacity, from his diſpoſition as a 
fallen creature, to recover himſelf. Indeed the me- 
taphor of the new birth implies, that we cannot effect 
it, any more than. bri " eurkires, into Sierre. 
. eee ab ly, he 


* 


no is © barn again” is faid to be * born of od,” 


4 
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>: doctrine be 
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89 
of the Spirit v; art 
— things, as "muſt of neceſſity be — 


R It is a new 
| * for we are his workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto works +.” It is à refurrec- 
tion from the dead; nor can we poſſibly reſtore to 
ourſelves the life we have loſt. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love; wherewith he loved 
r enn 
us t with Chriſt t. 20% N yore! 5 
- This ee 
and a dangerous purpoſe: but the abuſe does not de- 
weld Gee devote: — Let us improve 
it to our own advantage, and learn from it, to be 
more deeply humbled before God, and not to depend 
on our moſt vigorous reſolutions; but, while we 
ſorm plans of amendment, to pray with importunity, 
eee e eee 
t ſpirĩt within me l. We ſhould de encouraged 
ent nr own kuren, with fear and tree: 
bling, when we know, that © it is God which 
wor eth in us both to will and to do of his good plea · 
ſure 5.“ | © He ſhall deliver the needy, when he 
crieth, the poor alſo, and him that hath no helper 4.“ 
By an inviſible, but effectual influence, he 
ſerious thoughts, excites good defires, produces: 
principles, and - raiſes | our carnal affections to hi 


and heavenly things. Who will deny, that the God 


of ſpirits can have ſuch an acceſs to our minds? © - 

We attend not to metaphyſical ſubtilties and re- 
finements, nor attempt to explain the mode, in which 
the Holy Ghoſt 1 his operations. But, with⸗ 
out — charge of enthuſiaſm, we maintain, 
that, without his powerful interpoſition and continual 
aſſiſtance, we cannot: be Chriſtians indeed. The ſub- 


„ab ib 4 % v. * 1. l 6% fes 
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bor thane is a frevet in ity which 


Is.this urged as an 
2 the doctrine — a — Nicodemus in 
7 — for our Lord taught him to expect 
hr ov wa culties in which occur in crea- 
tion. 4 Marvel not, I ſaid unta thee, Ve muſt 
de born again. The wind bloweth, where it liſteth, 
and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but eanſt not tei 
whence it cometh, and whither it goth.“ Thus 
| the Spirit acts upon the human mind, in a ſovereign 
and unintelligible manner: for we cannot direct or 
control his influence, and, though we clearly diſcern 
bis eſſects, it would baſſte all aur underſtandings to 
trace out and explain the methods and the reaſons of 
bis operations. | - 8 
yalved in ſa difficulties, that our faith 
ſtagger, a r cry out with Nicodemus, 
« ein thels things. be” But if we ſincerely 
deſire infiraQtion, he, who condefcended to the ig- 
Rerance and prejudices of that maſtes of Ifrae},”? 
\will have compation on our weaknck, 2nd "= 
| us inte all couth,” 15847 - 
. oebabe ts als coca 6s 
92 9 the vain pre- 
tender to right reaſon rejects the gra doctrines of 
revelation, - when he finds in them unfathomable 
depths. But let us remember the. 1 
thoſe things wherein we have been 
— 9 — we have received them. ber 
ſays our divine Teacher, « We — that 
. that we have ſeen; and 
—— yan There are matters ſtil} 
further removed from our com at and if al- 
ready we are difpoſed to 


leve, if be tell us of heavenly things?“ Vet how 


T « No man hath 
aſcended 


* . 


ject, „ how ſhall we be- 


jo 


n eee 
heaven, even the Son of man, which is in heaven.“ 
He declared himſelf, then, to be in heaven, at the 
very moment he was eonve wich Nicodemus 
upon earth. A nod rf urpran bb 
admit, what is not more unintelſi influence 
of the Spirit in regene und nlying the foul? D 
= Jeſus, having afferted his own authority as # d- 
vine and infal 


i  interpoſition.. This doce 
trine ſhould be conſidered in connection with that 
already eſtabliſhed ; for it is a part of the ſame glo- 
rious plan ; and the one is as intereſting to us as 
other. The foundation of bath is laid in man's fallen 
condition: for, if that could be difproved,' the whole 
ens would be haken, and fall to the toge· 
We are aware, that it is an o ve 
bur we are compelled by the ſtrongeſt con v iction ts 
maintain, that “ we were by nature the children of 
wrath 5; e Fat, wake do cnt te bond 
dreſs to Nicodewes. For, while he opened the 
ſcheme of divine mercy, he * ued Hoon 
the ſuppoſition, that we are 1 She of ruin, obs 
noxious to juſtice. Thus, when he afferted, „ that - 
whoſoever 3 in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have eternal liſe; did he not not plainly intimate, that 
all, conſidered only in themſelves, t the re 
propoſed, are liable to periſh for ever? From ter 
grace, offered through the Saviour, we infer, 
the whole human ſpecies, without excepting a ſingle 
inſtance, ſtand in need of redemption, and that there 
is fuch depravity in their nature, as without reftraine 


* Eph, lic 3. | 
* a | | would. 


us thankfully accept the propoſal of | 


s N 
1 x 
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would infallibly lead them to final deſtruction. * God 
ſent not his Son into the world to condema the 
world; but that the world through him might be 
ſaved. Now, where would have been the peculiar 
mercy, of forbearing to execute the ſentence of wrath, 
if we had not deſerved it? or, of preventing the mi- 


_ fery; into which. we are not likely to fall? Let us 


ann deeply into this important truth, without which 


oſpel will be no more to us than an entertain- 


ing ſtory, which may furniſh amuſement, but will not 


promote our ſalvation. Are we affected, as we ought 


to. be, with a conviction of our guilt and danger? 
What plea can we offer in arreſt of judgment? Let 
2 and 


7 


ke did and: 1 grace is here fully | 2 


i Nicodemus. God is repreſented as looking down in 


4 n on our ruined race, and, through the in- 
carnation of Jeſus Chriſt, effecting redemption. He 
interpoſed to reſcue us, not through any view of me- 
Tit, in us, or the expectation of receiving a recom- 
e; but we are taught to aſcribe it to his own 
on free, and abundant mercy. <4 God fo 
loved the world, that he gave his only tten Son,” 
Well may we exclaim with the Apoſtle, in devout 
admiration, © Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the pro- 


pitiation for our ſins 2. 


aſide his glory, and aſſumed © the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſb,” that he might make reconciliation. He came 


tion to return unto God, with aſſurances of a full 
xemiſſion, Vet forgiveneſs is beſtowed, not merely 


® x John ive. 10. 
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2 then, according to the divine counſe), laid 


down from. heaven, not armed with vengeance for 
dur deſtruction, but inviting ſinners of every deſcrip- 
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an act of indemnity, but in conſideration of an 
equate ſatisfaction. The righteous character of 
God is preſerved and diſp "while his juſtice de- 
mands a facrifice, and the Saviour undertakes to an- 
fwer that demand. Without ſhedding of blood is 
no remiſſion *;* but “ it is not noble, that the 
blood of bulls and goats ſhould take away fins ;” 
and therefore Jeſus appeared for the very purpoſe- of 
ſubmitting to the of the croſs, wb he might 
thereby obtain eternal redemption for us. Thus 
ode red to Nicodemus, with a reference to the 
nature of his ſufferings, As Moſes lifted 
up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 
Son of man be liſted up.” His death, then, was = 
as ſome va talk, an accidental matter; for he _ 
ſelf — it, and ſpake of it as the 
means of procuring our pardon and ſalvation. — 4 
the end of his incarnation, and the object which he 
= oy nen i eee 


We rejoice, chat he hath made u full atonement by 
his blood, and therefore we can encourage 'every 
trembling. penitent to « look unto him and-befaved;?” 
becauſe he is the Lamb of God, which taketh away 

te ſin of the world . If the Lord God ſhould deal 
with you according to the ſtrictneſs of his ri 
law, your condemnation would be juſt and unavoid- 
able. But the Goſpel proclaims mercy to all, with - 
out exception, who feel and deplore their own wretch- 
edneſs, Refuſe not the gracious tender, for « who. 
2 i pas periſh; but have everlaſt- 
ife. To ſuppoſe, that your application to Je- 
fas will not ſucceed, is . 
him, as if he meant not what he ſaid, or could not 
make good his own affurances. - Give an un | 
credit to his word, and plead his name in a confi» 


| 4 eb. in. 22. . „ Il ,. 22, John l. 29, 
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__- 
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An ee n fn » buſine®s of uniptaks 
„ but remember that life and death. 


N . e 
ters, at 0 
he might leave an awful impreſſion upon the nl of 
Nie. and that from him the 1 
the Sanhedrim might be warned of their danger, if 
— 4 — in unbelief. The miniflers of 
iſt, in like manner, ſhould admonith their hearers, 
and draw the ſame line of diſtinction between them, 
Such as fix their entire regard on Jefus, and derive 
| all their expatinticns df:par don and ſalvation from him, 
while they —— and repent in duſt and 
aſhes, are immediately received into the divine . 
Four, however numerous or vated their i 
ties have been. Theſentence of the law, to which the 
would. otherwiſe have been enpoſed, has now loſt all 
its force { them: the Lord himſelf looks on them 
with delight, and will preſerve them to his heavenly 
xi | 2 'believeth on him is not con- 
demned. How gracious the declaration! What 2 
Oe OD for our hopes! What a continual 
ſource of comfort! Chriſtians, ſhould it not draw 
Forth your warmeſt gratitude and love, and. excite 
vou to holy diligence and zeal? Why ſhould you 
now be terrified or diſtreſſed by doſe occurrence: 
Depending on the aſſurance of your Redeemer, with 
gevout admiration ſay, O Lord, 1 wil praiſe thee: 


cbough thou waft angry with me, thine anger is | 
| Eurned aways and thou comſortedſt me.. 
* ta u. : OT 1 * 


How 
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| How Wife ho eaſe n — 


5 Re — — certain'fpeTious appearances of vir. 
— en 


ho true value fot the 3 
the ſubmiſſion — 
r 
Son' 15 Gad is . 


| — of the Get 
incurred the threatened ' 
e“. Jeſus Chriſt « was Mmanifeſted to rake 
way our fins; but they can receive no benefit'from 
chat grate, which they. deſpiſe. | Nay, this very'cir« 
aggravates their guilt, and not only en- 

es their —— but will increaſe their miſery 
for ever. r is condemned al- 
2 becauſe he huth not believed in the name of 


Son of God.“ Unbelief, 'there» 
fk is an offence — — and more de · 
ſtructive th rel ee 


e 125 
Various 


+ are againſt this r. 


cation. It is Haid, that, while faith is inſiſted on, as 


the point of diſtinction, the criterion 
— 1 — of men will be fi — wi 
n juſtiee of God, 28 if 
he paid no regard to their moral character. We re-. 
9555 „that none poſſefs any moral excellence in thems 
ves, ous to their acceptance with God on 
the terms of the Goſpel e e ene 
duces a difference; ad dene a 
tithe acts 7 to his own: perſections, 
en he e 


— 


ns grew ware] 
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Sinners will be. for their contemptugus ne- 
ect of means afforded them; and it will he found, 


the real cauſe; of their rejection bf the gaviour is 
2'v0oted averſion to that purity. of heart and conduct, 
which his Goſpel requires. * This is the condem- 
that 2— is come into prank ys na 


co nt; which cannot bo cantroverted, ny ſo many 
the gracious offers of ſalvation. - It is a de- 
formed and odious picture of all — 50.08 is 
drawn hy m, who cannot err. They are 
attached to wicked habits; and therefor they wi 
not hear or honeſtly examine the doctrine, whic 
would detect theit depravity. They Aa rm be probably 
aſſign ſome other reaſon, profeſs themſelves; ready to 
liſten to argument, and complain of the want of evi- 
dence. But the true cauſe of their infidelity is their 
own inſincerity. On this ground the ſentence of 
— will proceed. againſt them; and the 
equity of it-will.be. univerlally allowed: -  - 

- The faithful Chriſtian exhibits an exact contraſt 
He is not only juſtified by grace, but rene wed in the 
int af dia m A total change of conduct, there- 
fore, has taken place with him; nor is this an hypo- 


critical pretenee to ity; he is inwardly, -what he 


_ appears out e is not afraid of detection, 
nor will he ſhrink from-the moſt ſearching examina- 
tion. 6 the light, 

— his deeds may be made manifeſt, that they are 

wrought in God.“ His holy practice, then, will be 

a publie teſtimony of his ſincerity, and an undeniable 


ED Lord, God hath, — him in a perſect 
conſi with his own everlaſting love of righte- 
_ ouſneſs.. The believer will prefer no claim of merit, 
| but bis e ale File 1 


to — 2 in his! deeds | 
We have here, then, an ac- 


r 


E-- #- Þ 1 5 : » 4 1 15 * : 
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enlbiteũ tothe view and admiration of men and An- 
1 1 will obtain the approbation and reward of 


N here afforded us for che trial of our- 


reaſons w alligin as we dare defore the tribu- 


nal of Heaven? Or rather, not our very ex- 
cuſes, if properly weighed, betray our y and 
hatred of all ſo as to overwhelm us with 
confuſion? Whi therefore, the word of falvatian is 
tt unto us, let us © take heed, leſt there be in any 
of us an evil heart of undelief, in departing from the 
living God “.“ ; 2 SB „ 
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Jae, retiring frum to Galilee, paſſed through 


Famara. with a woman yr bar — re- 


plied to his diſciples, who brought him 1bode tre 
25 4. and had many convert. 
went to Cana, and cured the fon of a nobleman +: 
| AR 4 f K 

- « He hath left us an example, that we ſhould fol 
low his ſteps . Tt will, therefore, be neceſſary for 


us to contemplate this illuſtrious pattern with ſerious 


attention, that according to our meaſure. we may 


| copy after it. © He, that faith he abideth in him, 
oug 


t himſelf alſo ſo to walk, even as he walked 4.” 


Among other particulars, which are propoſed for our 


imitation, his unwearied diligence and zeal, in ac- 


Ig the grand object of his miffion, were not 
the leaſt r 


emarkable. His miniſtry, though con- 


tracted within narrow limits, was moſt laborious, 
For the laſt three 


| years and a half, which is ſuppoſed 
to include the whole of his public life, he travelled 
much, and preached often; and that too, with great 
fatigue of both body and mind. If we accompany 


bim from place to place, we ſhall obſerve him con- 
ſtantl intent upon his work, foregoing his-own eaſe 


and comfort, and cheerfully meeting extreme ſuffer- 
ings, that he might be uſeful. In one word, © he 


went about doing good $.” | 


® 3 Pet. B. 42. + 1 John ii, 6 1 Ate x. 3 
W | Have 
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© JBSUS, CHRIST. 


Have we nothing to learn from this RP... 


Is it not likewiſe incumbent upon us to be active, for 
the ſhort ſeaſon we may continue bere? And ſhould we 
not deſire, not ſo much to live long, as to fill up our 
portion of time, whatever it may be, in an honourable 


and profitable manner? If we have the mind of Chriſt, 
ity, wherever 


we ſhall eagerly ſeize every opportuni 
we may travel, A glorify God and promote the ſal- 
vation of our: fellow creatures: and thoſe we ſhall 


account g 333 i , which have contributed 
to the 9 a finner. But alas! they, who 
follow the Saviour moſt cloſely, ſtill remain at z great 
diſtance from him. Even his faithful ſervants ay 
ber lets they pets of his diigenee, ſelf denial, 
ittle is diligence, | 

fortitude, 40 44. How e then, is floth 
and ſenſuality in thoſe who are called 

It is probable that our Lord continued at Jeruſalem, 
and in the nei ing parts of Judea, for ſome 


nonths after his conference with Nicodemus. But 


at length, his popularity having rendered him offen- 
five 5 the Pharites, ba judged it expedient, for his 
own ſafety, that he ſhould remove to Galilee, in 
order to retire from their obſervation &. A prudent 
attention to our own ſ- , when we are expoſed 
to the aſſaults or ſtratagems of enemies, is in no re- 
ſpe& inconſiſtent with religious fidelity and courage. 


his name! 


e ſhould not ſhrink from danger, when we meet 
it in the path of duty; but it would be raſhneſs and 


preſumption to hazard our lives without a neceſſary 


In paſſing from Jeruſalem to Galilee, he muſt of 


courſe go through the intermediate country of Sa- 
maria, which was then inhabited by a kind of 
nerate Jews, who had mixed with the heathens, and 
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Ar. into their worſhip. Here he-deſi 
1 his high character, and leave a 
3 for which purpoſe a iemarkable — 
rence opened the way. The providence of God can 
4 7 ray Hy Been Ns of br them 
tent to own gracious inging 

* finners to himſelf. 


When he apyroxchsd to th ce Sjchar Es 


the ame as 8 chem in the old teſtament), 
hauſted with his long journey, he ſent his diſciples 
into the town to e and himſelf fat down 
weary, hungry, and MR y noted 
called . Jacob's well.” Thus it appeared, that 
was very man, partaker of the weakneſs of our 
. 
digence indeed, ſince he wanted a cup of water to 
freſh him. Juſt, at that time a woman of 8 
drew near, . 
and Jeſus ſokcited her affiſtance to quench his thirſt, 
This was not the whole of his intent, but ſerved 
only as an introduction to his main deſign, of faving 
her precious ſoul, and making her an inſtrument of 
his glory. How great is his condeſcenſion, how ten- 
der his compaſſion, who waits not for the application 
of e, but meets and 3 them with his 
The woman | her ſurpriſe at his addreſs? 
to > her, = ſuch violent prejudices ſubſiſted between 
- the Jews and 0 · that they would neither 
nor receive civilities from each other, 
Ahl what miſchiefs ſpring from n party ſpirit! How 
| often does it obſtruct all religious and ſocial inter- 
_courſe between thoſe, who are connected by the 
cloſeſt ties! Jeſus, however, paſſing over the diſpute 
between the two nations, 1 . gave 2 turn 
to the diſcourſe, that he might lead her to the know- 
ledge of himſelf, intimating, that he had far better, 


and if ſhe had 
n chat, — 


dar 
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underſtood; his real character, ſhe would have im- 
plored this bleſſing at his hands. - Her reply diſco- 

yered her entire ignorance of his meaning; but Jeſus, 
with an aſtoniſhing meeknefs, bearing with her miſ- 
rehenfions, explained and confirmed his former 
ertion. He declared, that the water, Which he 
propaſed to communicate was fo ſuperior to the fpring 
before”. that it would effectually and for ever 
quench' the thirſt, and be a fource of eternal blefled. 
neſs to the foul. The woman, ſtill reſting in-grols 
and carnal notions, like Nicodemus on another ot a- 
fon, conſidered him as ſpeaking only of common 
water, endued with ſome ſpecial virtues. Alas! how © 
unapt we are to form any ſpiritual conceptions! « Our 
foul cleaveth unto the duſt “; and it is with EX 
treme difficulty that' we admit 7 ideas, than - 
thoſe of earthly objects. On this account, they, 
| whoſe office it is to teach and to admoniſh, ſhould 
be furniſhed with much patience and forbearance, that 
they may not be offended or diſcouraged, when their _ 
words are miſunderſtood. When one method of in- 
ſtruction fails, another ſhould be attempted. It will 
be peculiarly proper, in order to convey religious 
truth with good effect, to aim at the conſci of 
the audience, and endeavour to fix in them a deep 
conviction of guilt. J 88 
Thus our iving the poor Samaritan's 
inſenſibility and diſregard of fpiritual bleſſings, tried 
to awaken her to a ſenſe of her ſinful and dangerous 
ſtate, by ſetting before her ſome circumſtances of 
her iniquitous conduct, which, however it might be 
concealed from others, was all expoſed to his view. 
« Go, call thy huſband,” faid he, (and come hither.” 
She replied, “I have no huſband” which Jeſus 
obſerved, © Thou haſt well ſaid, I have no huſband: 


"OP: now 
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now haft, is not thy huſband: in that Gidſt thou truly. 


. This ſtriking and unexpected diſcovery of. the adulter- 
dus commerce, in which ſhe was then living, pro- 


duced the deſired effect. She was inſtantly convicted, 
as if all her offences had been placed in array before 
her #. Yet, probably with a view to ſhift off fo dif. 
agreeable a ſubject as her own wickedneſs, while ſhe - 
acknowledged Jeſus to be a prophet from heaven, ſhe 
requeſted information of him, touching the principal 

int in debate between the Jews and. Samaritans, 
The latter retained only a part of the Moſaic law, 
and even that they had greatly corrupted. They had 


: alſo erected a temple on mount Gerizim, in oppoſi- 


tion to that at Jeruſalem; and each nation contended 


eagerly for its place, as well as mode, of worſhip. 
N * Lord took the opportuni of explaining to 


the woman the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, then about 


to be eſtabliſhed, affuring her, that all diſtinction 


3 


of places would. ſhortly. ceaſe, fo that men might 
every where have acceſs unto. God, and ſerve him ac- 
ceptably. He reproved the degeneracy of the Sama- 
ritans; and while he afſerted that. the Salvation of 


| God, would proceed from the Jewiſh ehureh, he fore · 


: 


told the abolition. of their rites and ceremonies, and 


inſiſted ſtrongly on the neceſſity of pure, fervent, and 
fincere devotion. . © God is a Spirit: and they, that 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth.“ 
The ſolemnity of.this.addreſs could not but affect her 
mind; and immediately ſhe was led to mention — 
expectation of Meſſiab, the promiſed Deliverer, 


- of the refarmation which he would introduce. Pre- 


pared, no doubt, as our Lord then ſaw her, to receive 
the declaration, without any further preface, or ap- 
chenſion. of danger from the .d'ſcovery, he made 
imſelf known to her as the exalted Perſonage, whom 


. ſhe looked for: © I, that ſpeak unto thee, am he.” 


ES * Jchn iy. 39. | 
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And did he ever finally leaye any humble enquirer 


in ſuſpenſe about his character, as the Saviour of the 


world? Does he not give all neceſfary information to 
every one, Who earneſtly implores his direction? 
Yes; let us be encouraged to aſk and wait for his 
divine teaching: Then ſhall we know, if we fol- 
low.on to know the Lord ®.” Nay, the grace of 
Jeſus is ſo large and free, as to ſurpaſs all our con- 
ceptions.. "The hiſto before us exhibits it as pre» 
venting grace. 80 far from diſdaining this poor, 


t bigotted, lewd, and wicked woman, he” 


rſt made the overture of mercy to ec; or elſe, it 
ſhould ſeem, ſhe would not have ſought after him. 


He is ſtill acting the fame kind and condeſcending - 

part towards ſinners of the preſent day. He ſends a 

meſſage of peace and Jove to you, and ſolicits your 
You 


attention. paſt folly, your heinouf iniquities, 
and inveterate evil habits, will be no objections or 
difficulties with him. He can inftrut; He can par- 
don; He can ſanftify, © Whoremongers and adul- 


terers,” ſo continuing, © God will judge + ;"! but 


whoremongers and adulterers may be converted b 
| the grace of Jeſus, may become ſincere followers 
bim, and then they ſhall inherit the kingdom of hea- 
ven. | ſt * 
Do we © know the gift of God?” Let us contem- 
| 8 the excellency and the value of it, till our hearts 
* burn with moſt ardent deſires, that this gift may be 
ours. Have we drunk of this © living water?” or 
do we thirſt for the refreſhing ftrezms? If we retain 
our fondneſs for the vanities of the world, we are 
ſtrangers to the © well of life;” for this would have 
ſatisfied the ſoul, ſo as to make every other enjoy- 
ment, in compariſon, appear poor and contemptibſe. 
Perhaps it may excite our wonder, that a woman 


of Samaria, and ſuch a woman, ſhould obtain mercy, 


Hef u... | b. l. 
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while 


tte . 30. 
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us ruſalem yeriffied in unbelief. We adore. 
— ous diſpenſation, and acknowledge it to 

atlas and holy. “ Even d, Father, for fo it 

cemed good [by cab Our Lord himſelf de- 
8 


. clared ts s wer 2 eſteemed amo, 
; We blicans harlots go into 
deere of of God beſo @ 5008 +.” Let us — 
then, how w 22 2 of the loweſt character. 
. TIE e 
on rs, let us give e for our- 
8 e ** 5580 234 election ſure . 


Ne wack 


Chriſtianity Be forgatten. 
or negleched, in an angry comenton for ſome of its. 
eee obſervances e are called to worſhip. 
God in ſpirit and in truth. Let us unite, then, in 
this one grand concern, and lay aſide our diſputes. 


will maintain warm and ome de ; concerning 
es or modes of worſhip, 
ves unte Fot, however attentive we. 


| rl and ceremonies, ſo long as we do 


not love as — wh and ferve God with. inward wr, 
dour- of devotion, we have: not known ] 
rightly underſtood the deſign cf his appearance. I 

The conference with the woman was probably 5 
© terrupted by the return of our Lord's diſciples. 


5 BW "g proviſion in the town, ons 5 . or it js | 


he refreſhment of their Maſter. r ap- 
proach, they were aſtoniſhed to find him | in familiar 
converſation with a woman of Samaria ; for they (tilt 
retained all the bigotry of Jews. Vet, ſuppreſſing 
their,wonder, they came and beſought-him to take the 
neceſlary x ohne for himſelf. He, however, un- 
minuful of his own wearineſs and hunger, and intent 


£ 8 „ Matt. xi. 26. | | + Mart. tus. *. 
F 2 Pet, 2. 10. 
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while many of the of the learned Doftors and devout, Pha- 


| bout inferior matters. even in rehei If others 


jet us © exerciſe our- 
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n che grand object of bis life, the faving “. 
Lee 

f a better entertainment, than what | 


Not ſo the ſenfualit,/ when furniſhed Wich che obje&&- 
ſuited to his appetite. bart «At. Ac Ns t wy - 
Muck of ow-Lovt's achtet tm bös <ieiples pans: * 
ticularly applicable to miniſters, who-are*# labore 
in God's huſbandry, appointed of him to ſow, nt. 
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muſt be diligent and unwearied incultiating the felt 


| Nay, | preſent 

z ought not rin 
a Others may “ enter into their 
| and diſcover! the benefit in ſucceeding. ge- 
nerations.' - T'be: inal harveſt approaches, ate 
to their 
fidelity, and | in their on ſal- 
vation, but i ing oe, who, through their mini. 
. and eonducted 
to eternal Then, what ray of penn 


e ee the eagerneſs of the 
the Samaritans, in their flocking 
3 multitudes ate crowding to the 
cn» Pugs redhat ſaying, „ this 
white appearance of the fields, before 
2 — prayers and expectations be 
a 


ti ful 2 in their 4 


and with an earneſt con- 


= deep impreſſion upon . ry 


|. im * 
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ner; eſpecially as that of many others reſult from 
it! You, who are acquainted with Jede, wil re- 
commend him to the notice and eſteem of every one, 
with whom you are connected. Vou will | 
them to go with you to thoſe ordinances, where he 
has diſpovered himſelf to you, and be ready to ſay, 
« Core, and fee.” Perhaps, they may be influenced 
from” your feport, to hear and —— and may 
obtain like precious faith with you.. * 
tn of the Samaritans, having credited the 
_ teſtimony of the woman, came forth the city; © 
and anxiouſly deſirous to be confirmed in their de- 
pendence on the Saviour, by a perſonal intercourſe 
with him, they ſolicited his continuance among them. 
NOT cola refuſe to gratify the wiſhes of fuch, 3 
truly ſought him, or to improve an opportuni 
' uſefulneſs He therefore Vielded to their * 
abode two days, preaching among them with Accept= 
ance and ſucceſs. So effectual was his word, that, 
though he appears not to have wrought any miracles | 
there in atteſtation of his doctrine, _ were con- 
vinced of his high character, and proſeſſed a ſincers 
ſubjection to him. 2 8 
We enquire, then, whether you have | 
the ſame eagerneſs, which the Samaritans did, to cul- 
tivate an acquaintance with Jeſus. = the miniſtry 
of his ſervants in the Goſpel, he himſelf draws near 
to you: but have you entreated his preſence and con- 
tinuance among you? We read of thoſe, who be- 
ſought him to depart out of their coaſts ; and ſome- 
thing of a ſimilar ſpirit is manifeſted among our- 
| elves. But if you cordially deſire him, he will not 
merely viſit you in à tranſient manner; he will make 
his abode with you, Many have borne witneſs con- 
cerning him, and, like the woman, invited you. to 
come and fee for yourſelves. Have you credited 
their report? Or on whit teſtimony 1s your faith 
built? Does it reſt entirely on the accounts of others, 
5 ; F 6  - without 


bim ourtelves, and ec. 

; the Saviour of the el 
When bis deſigns in 

on his 


enter 
in general i it is allowed, * 
honour in his own-country.” He turned aſide, | 50g 
te Mas darker. park of Zalilee, and came again to. 
ana, where he had converted the water into wine. 
Here he met with a favourable reception; for many 
of the inhabitants had beheld the miracles, which. he 
had done at Jeruſalem. Here alſo he diſplayed his di- 
vine character by a freſh exertion of his power, more 
e 
ring his ſtay in that t an ication was 
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not de could faily,look for from him. He cannot hep 
lied drawing a right concluſion, Vet how little attention is 
ver paid to this rule! Moſt perſons ſeem to act upon con- 
neee tttacted 


has the divine declaration been falſified. We ſhould 


conſider him as a tender and loving Father, who can- 
not ſport with the miſeries of his dear offspring, or 


mine the caſe. For ſuch a monſter is ſcarcely to be 


But what effect ſhould the mercy of God produce 
to him, but upright and faithful in our dealings, at- 


called, the golden rule of equity, that we ſhould treat 


us in ſimilar circumſtances. This contains a per- 
ſet ſyſtem of ethics; at leaſt, from this one ſimple 


phets have efijoined, concerning our relative obliga- 


muſt be generally allowed, ſince it calls upon ay 


towards another, let him ſuppoſe,” for a moment, a 


1 
1 
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' traQted and ſelfiſh, principles, as if they were the only 


people, whoſe. advantage and comfort ought to be 
conſulted; and few indeed, comparatively, demean 
_ .themſelyes in life with a real and diſintereſted inte. 
grity. We, lament the diſingenuouſneſs we meet 
with in the world; but do we examine ourſelves? 
Or rather, do we not practiſe the moſt awful ſelf. de. 
luſion, and ſooth our conſcience with a falſe peace? 
Religion, however, is a ſolemn buſineſs, which 
5 managed, to any good effect, with a dupli- 
city or indifference of mind. So our Lord proceeds 
to admoniſh us. If we would fave our immortal fouls, 
we mult be in earneſt; and as many obſtacles ma 
await us, our utmoſt exertions will be rec aid 
At the very onſet, much is to be done and ſulfered; 
we muſt « enter in at the ſtrait gate. oF et, 
Tuo different ways are propoſed to our confiders- 
tion: and we ought to deliberate very ſeriouſly, which 
road we ſhould take. The firſt, which offers, ſeems 


do poſſeſs ſome advantages. The gate is wide:“ 


it is 8 found; and admiſhon may be obtained 
without difficulty. There are no diſagreeable re. 
ſtraints to deter us, eſpecially as * the way is broad; 
for every man may purſue his own courſe in it, and 
there is room enough to wander in an endleſs variety of 
päths. We need only follow the deſires of our hearty, 
and we ſhall not deviate, from it. Another ver 
powerful inducement to proceed in this track is, that 
. 4 numerous company are travelling in it; and, hoy- 
ever various our taſtes, we may meet with acquain- 
tance ſuited to our wiſhes. *< Many there be, which 

go in thereat; 0 that, to be faſhionable, we mult 
Join their ſociety... | 
What hinders, then, but that here we fix ou 
choice, ſince ſo many reaſons invite us? It may be 


proper to aſk one queſtion, Whither does it tend? ai 


1 anſwer, ſurely, will fill us with diſmay, © It lead 
eth · to deſtruction. A few fine flowers . 7 
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ſtrewed in the way, to tempt unw ilgrims; but 
how terrible will the end be b Blacknef: of darkneſs” -. 
te Wl for ever!“ Many affect to diſbelſeve it; but the 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, and he will exe - 
cute his own denunciations. Ah! fooliſh people, 
and unwiſe? Sport no longer on the brink of final 
perdition; but *inſtantly ſtop, or rather, endeavour 
to make good your retreat without delay. 
"Another road is propoſed, which is attended with 
ſome diſcouraging circumſtances ; but let us conſider, 

H. W of what fort they are, and what influence they ſhould 
have. Strait is the gate: it requires mature 


Fa thought to diſcover it, and many ſtrehuous efforts to 
8 in admiſſion. In order to enter in, we muſt con- 
1 44 to certain painful ſeparations, for we' muſt part” 
4. ich many things which we might wiſh to retaing and 

' Wl expeR violent oppoſition from our neareſt relatives 
ra. Wh 21d affociates. © If there are ſuch obſtacles at the very, 
ich Wl beginning, what will be the remainder of the journey wy 
ms Throughout the whole, even to the very cloſe, our 
e corrupt nature will diſlike it. “ The way is nar- 


nel ;“ fo that we ſhall be conſtantly in danger of de- 
rating from it. The reſtraints, alſo, which are im- 
% poſed, che various ſnares, laid for the travellers, and 
de reſiſtance made to their progreſs, may diſcbu- 
van nge and diſtreſs them: for moſt perſons are unwillig 
) MN t6 combat with difficulties, It may be aſked, Who, 
en de they, that walk this road? And here, perhaps, 
teu another objection will be raiſed, ſince * few there be 
that find it.“ It is not pleaſant to be marked out 
and derided, as preciſe and ſingular; and on this very 
dich account many will refuſe, and turn aſide from, a path, 
which is ſo little frequented, determined to be like 
their neighbours, * Beſides, the company upon this 
road is not only ſmall, but of ſuch a ſort, as to dif> - 
* thofe, who are devoted to worldly purſuits. 
bor “ not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 
1 13 mighty, 


3 
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mighty, net many noble are called : fo chat they, 
who dare to © tread the narrow way,”” mult be wil. 
ling to be accounted of a weak underſtanding, and of 


2 mean, contemptible ſpirit. 


But will you not enquire, what will the iſſue be? 
And will it not at once fix your refotution,. to hear 
that © jt leadeth unto life?” Ont enter by the ap- 
pointed gate, and perſevere in te path Helene, 
and you will be eternally happy with y your God, It. 
will jofallibly conduct you to (ria for every one, 
that endureth unto the end, ſhall be put in complete 
and * poſſeſſion of that kingdom of bliſs and 
glory. 75 o preſent, ſtorms and tem ar a may 
t 2 ou, biers and thorns may obſtruct your 

| progreſs; ut, hold on your way, and ſoon ſhall your, 

| pilgrimage, be finiſhed, when you ſhall. partake of 
that fulneſs of joy, and thofe pleaſures, which are at 

. God's ri ight 5209 for evermore, Does there a doubt 

N O credit the declarations of him, who can- 
not lie: and delay not, for a moment, a buſineſs of 
unſpeakable importance! Whatever painful ſtruggles 
it may coſt you, as you value the ſalvation of your 
foul, rive to gain admiflion. at the only door, to 
Which che Goſpel refers you, before it be finally 

cloſed and barred againſt you. 

- The difficulties of the Chriſtian may be increaſed 
by the unſoundneſs of ſome, who make a religious 
profeſſion: on which account. our Lord has warned 
us to beware of deceivers and hypocrites, Falſe 
teachers, then, may be expected to ariſe: in the 
Church; nor fhoul we be ſtaggered, when we meet 
With them, They may aſſume a ſpecious appearance, 
and pretend to 7 45 N ſimplicity of man» 
ners, as if they belonged to the true fold: for they 
come in W $ nn.” But their Alu ate 
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baſe 


& p76 ur 4 | 
ehre cnn” 175 
baſe and miſchievous: they are enemies to the flock 
of God, which-it-is. theit aĩm to ſcatter and deſtroy: 
fir «inwardly they are ravening wolbes. Beware, 
the great Shepherd: be cautious, hat credit you 
give to the claims and declarations of thaſe, who put: 
am the fair hey of piety, and undertake to inftruct* - 
others. 15 | b | | "$34 i et 
Is there, then; any ſure teſt, by which their ſince- 
rity may be tried? The. general tenour of their con- 
duct wilt furniſh the moſt deciſive proof. Ve ſhall 
know them by their fruits. The nature of a tree 
is always determined by its invariabe produce. 
That only, which yields ſomething-uſeful in life, is 
allowed to be really gaod: and that; which, however 
beautiful-in its appearance, brings forth nothing but- 
what is noxious or worthleſs, will not long be ſui- 
fered to ſtand; © it is nigh unto curſingꝭ and its end 
to de burned s. The ſubje cd ĩs applicablo to thoſe 
wo receive, as well as thote whotgive, inſtrustianza 
md it is, therefore incumbent upon all to enquire of- 
themſelves, Are there any fruits of righteouſneſs to be 
found in me? If we have nothing more to exhibit, 
than the leaves and bloſſoms of a religious profeſſion, 
we may juſtly dread that ſentence, Out it down; 
ow cumbereth it the ground?” 1 ot 
It were abſurd to attempt any impoſition upon Je- 
us by an bypocritical ſhew. He requires a ſincere and 
uniform obedience; nor will he be ſatisfied by the 
ſtrongelt declarations of high regard; where there is no 
n him, no ſtrenuous endeavours to 
do his will. Expreſſions of eſteem are cheap: and are 
tdeſe all that you look for from your friends? If you 
perceive in them a. continual neglect of your wilhes, 
and an oppoſition to your known intereſt, you will 
not credit their words. Nays you- will account 
them-as your enemies, who with their mouths pretend 
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the better to on 


a bail attachment to. you, 


ſome hoſtile 2 you. Accordingly, Jeſus 


aſſures us, that all who ſhall be found © workers 


of iniquity,” ſhall be 12 by him in the great 


day, and entenced to an everlaſting ſeparation from 
him, however they may be able to plead, that they 
have been zealous advocates for his truth, and emi. 


nent officers in his Church, poſſeſſed of diſtinguiſhed 


gifts for the benefit of others. How tremendous is 
the declaration! Can any more forcible argument be 
| ſuggeſted, which may induce us to examine, with 
true ſeriouſneſs of mind, What are we? Does our 
conduct, as well as our evince an unfeigned 
regard to the Saviour? Or reception may we 
expect from him, when he will come to exhibit every 
character in its true light, 3 impartial 
8 
en, were the evictions: of Jeſus to his 
— The cloſe of the ſermon may be conſidered 
as a practical application of the dots and may fur- 
niſh his miniſters with an excellent model for their 
public addreſſes to the people, He ſeparated and di- 
vided his audience into two claſſes; and it will, in 


© general, be ptoper and neceſſary to diſtingui our 


7 


congregations in the ſame manner. 
here are thoſe, who make a ſuitable improve- 

ment of their religious inſtructions; and they are to 
be encouraged þ 75 repreſentation of their happineſs 
and ſecurity. They lien to the word of Chriſt; 

but not that alone, they yield an unfeigned obedience 
to it. Not ſatisfied with expreſſi their approbation 
of it, they defire that their Conduct | in every reſpedt 
| ſhould be conformable to it. They are, therefore, 
anxious to know, chiefly in order that they may do, 


5 2 eee Herein they act a wiſe part; 


| ſhall reap the benefit. They build upon 

oy ſure oy rr which cannot be 3 and 

8 eee rae of refuge from the violence a 
| 1 
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ending ſtorms. For ſuch trials, probably, will ſoon 
2 them, as will prove, that they ſtand on 

„and that their houſe” of defence is im- 


. 177,. | 


movably eſtabliſhed. ' Is the miniſtry of the Goſpel, 


tien, precious unto us? And are we * heed ta 
the precepts, as well as to the promiſes? Our obe- 
dende, doubtleſs, is defective: but does the general 
ice 6f our lives evince our ſincerity? If ſo, being 
accepted of God 1 to his Covenant, we wall | 
be preſerved in the hour of temptation, ſupported and 
comforted in the pains of diſſolution; and in the ſo- 
lemn day of accounts, when the hope of the hypo- 
crite al periſh, we Rat maintain a holy confidence 
and joy before the preſence of our Judge. 


„ 
* 


But there are thoſe, who conſtantly attend u on : 


the word of God, and yet regulate not their conduct 
by it. It is proper to detect their h 8 and, if 
poſſible, - to diſcover, them to them ves, that they 
may be awakened out of the dreams of ſelf. deceit, and 
alarmed by a faithful repreſentation of their danger. 
They hear the ſayings of Chriſt; and ſo far it is well: 
but they do them not. Ihe preaching may pleaſe 
and'aſtoniſh them; but it has no practical influence 
upon their tempers and converſation; fo that they 
continue as covetous; ſenſual, and malicious as ever. 
How abſurdly do they act! By their religious ſervices, 
they ſeem to be 8 houſe of defence; and 
they flatter themſelves with ſecurity. © But the ſeaſon 
is approaching, when their folly will be” expoſed. 
Their building will not ſtand againſt thoſe tremen- -- 
dous tempeſts, which may be expected to ariſe. N 
bas no foundation, not being eſtabliſbed upon 20 
tek; and therefore the very firſt ftorth,, wh 8 
„n 0 OTC — 
And have we not octaſion to lament, as Jeſus dic 
that many ſeem to hear in vain? Many, who negle 
Wannen Ines 
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life. We rejoice to. perceive their attention at 


4 


vided a place 
coming; and wo he to all thoſe, who have built 
houſe upon the ſand! God © will lay judgment to * 


urch, but grieve to ; obſerye no amendment at home. 
We ſolemnly warn them, then, not to truſt to theit 


| 2 of regard to Chriſt and his Goſpel, nor to 


atter e dn this ground, that they have pro- 
ſafety, The tempeſtuous da s 


line, and righteonſneſs to the plummet; and the hail 
ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
ſhall overflow tlie hidiog-place s. * Horror and an- 
guifh, inconceiyable muſt enſue, when they, who 

were exalted ta heaven 1 hor religious privileges, 
< ſhall be thruſt down to hell” to ufer the Yengeance 
of eternal fire. 

Few pag the import of this oak Fame, and 
 awikenitg 5 which Jeſus ' preached upon the 
mount, 22 The people * ae at bis doc- 
trine:” and, as to many, this was all. the effect pro- 
duced.. Vet what does it avail, merely to expreſs an 
admiration of the ſpeaker, white the truth delivered 
8 ky 55 with "an te, it will be ſaid, « Be- 
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them as one having authority, and not as the 
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Let all the hearers of the Goſpel make the appli- 
cation to themſelves. It is Jeſus, . who yet addreſſes 
you by the mouth of his ſervants, and to him your 
attention is demanded, What influence, then, 0 | 
che truths, which are eee produced in your | 4 
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as the: 
abide the 
en he ap- 


ing . But there are multitudes, ven in his vida | 
ble Church, who ſhall then be overwhelmed with con- 


ireverfible ſentence, 1 neyer knew | you, 'depart. 
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ſus healed a liper—retired into the wilderneſi—at- 
2 by Phariſees and Doflors—cured a parahtie 
T —called Matthew, the publican -viſited him, when 
many Publicans were pręſant—juſtiſied his diſciplu 


% # 
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mall find him attended, through his different move. 
ments, by immenſe - multitudes, | The doctrines, 
which he preached, and the miracles, which he per- 
formed, generally brought together a large concourſe 
of people; though but few in compariſon ſeem to 
have been cordially attached to him. Some were led 


by curioſity,” or a deſire to hear and to ſee any thing 


new and uncommon; and others, oppreſſed with bo- 
dily diſeaſes, applied to him for relief under their 
various complaints. Shall not we, alſo, in the pre- 
- ſent day, be induced to liſten to the word, which he 
hath commanded to be publiſhed; and come to him 
for that healing of our infirmities, which he alone 
can beſtow? The Goſpel of his grace is as wonder- 
ful and important as ever: and Jeſus, who is exalted 
to his throne of glory, is not leſs powerful or com- 
paſſionate, than he appeared to be-during his abode 
on earth. Let us enquire, then, what are the truths, 

which he hath delivered to his Church ; what the be- 
 nefits, which his hand confers 
91 . Among 


part of our Lord's publie winiſtry, we 
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Among the crowds, which followed Jeſus, after: 
his ſermon on the mount, was a unhappy man, 
« full of leproſy . A malady cb is, which was pes. 
culiarly diſtreſſing. , For, not to obſerve that it was, 
-moſt. offenſive, painful, and dangerous, the Jewiſh 
law excluded all perſons, infected with it, from pub- 
lie worſhip, and from a free intercourſe with ſociety, 
forbiddihg them to dwell in any town. How wretched. 
their- ſituation] Here was one, who, being deeply 
impreſſed. with a ſenſe of his own milery, earneſtly - 
inplored: relief. When be ſaw. Jeſus, having heard 
of his character and his wonderful works of mercy, . 
he applied to him with much importunity, and with 
evident ſigns of a real dependence upon him, h, - 
probably, not without a mixture of unbelief. . He 
worſhipped him, falling down on his face before him, 

and very ardently beſought him to extend his com- 
paſſion to him. Lord, ſaid he, “ if thou wilt, 
thou canſt make me clean.. With a full confidence. 
of his power, he yet ſeemed to entertain a doubt of 
bis willingneſs, to heal him. What a picture of diſ- 
treſs was here! An afflicted creature, deprived of 
the main comforts of life, ſhut out from friends and 
relations; loathſome in the ſight of others, and bur- 
denſome to himſelf, deſpairing of obtaining, deliver- 
ance from men, and now proſtrate as an humble ſup- 
plicant at the feet of Jeſus! And did the Saviour ever 
turn away from ſuch an object, or diſregard ſuch. an 
application? No; his heart was ever ſuſceptible of 
the tendereſt pity; and, therefore, no ſooner was the 
deſire expreſſed, than it was granted in its full extent. 
For inſtantly, at his word, the malady was removed, 
and a pe cure wrought. He upbraided not the 
leper with his diſtruſt, but, to demonſtrate that his 
is equal to his power, and that he is as ready as 
bois able to relieve every needy petitioner, which 
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ſeeined eo, be "doubted, be ſaid, a 1 will; dhe 
olean.“ Like the great Almi Sovereign, havi 


ks circumſtance, here 1 repeeſiiie the Sa 
viour in the moſt amiable Ji t and holds forth en. 
douragement to us, to make F 

him, whatever our neceſſities may be. Are we 

in a ſpiritual fenſe, like this poor, afflicted perſon? 
Sin is the leproſy of the ſoul, which renders us un- 
elean-in every. part, and unfit for the ſociety of God 
and his faints. Do we perceive-and lament the de- 
flement and the dan nger ' of this diſeaſe?” Behold, 4 
| ician' is at hand! 
fee an emblem of the works of „Which he per. 
forms for the deliverance and vation: of his people. 
You, who are bowed down with your diſtreſs, entreat 
his help. You-have heard of what he has done for 
others: you believe, therefore, that he is able to fave 
you; and; though your: faith may be 2 and the 
fear may ariſe in your minds, perhaps h e is not will. 
ings you ſhould come and make the experiment, 

te lo 


2 his feet, and liſt up to . 
ect, mike me clenaz, anf de will c den 
reject you. Vou ſhall prove the healing virtue of 80 


Spirit, and obtain from him ſuch abundant merey, as to 


wil re own bn noma. may appear impoflible, He 
to your petition, I wilt; be thou clean,” 


2 r,. being reſtored, was diſmiſſed with 2 
' XL union not to divulge the caſe, till he had 


dee ante it before the prieſt, and offered the 


facrifices at the temple. The charge of 


might be given by our Lord, either that he 


5 
might avoid all appearance of oſtentation, or that he 
wig prevent the malicious objections of the prieſts, 


who, probably, would have denied the reality of the 
cure, if they had previouſly heard of its author: and 
be required a cowpliance with the Moſaic rites, the 
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In every miraele of Jeſus we 
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ke inight-not be cenflred for any contempt ot diffe- 
gard 0 the law. But the man, who had been healed, 
haps in the tranſport of his joy and the warmth. 
tis gratitude, .publiſhed the mitacle, which” he was 
commanded to conceal, This excited the general 


notice of the neighbourhood; and great multitudes: 


reſorted; to Jeſus from all quarters, through the ec. 
Se which he had acquire. 
The admiration of a multitude, however, was not 
what Jeſus ſought; for he had nb vain or ambitious 
views ; and therefore“ he withdrew himſelf from 
m into the wilderneſs,” And for what purpoſe? 
That he might ſecure ſome ſhort ſeaſon of retirement, 
which-he might ſpend, without interruption, in me- 
ditation and prayer. How often are we reminded,. 
from his example, of the neceſſity of ſuch an Occa- = 
honal abſtraction from the world! Nor ſhould we 
ever forget, that, without a ſerious attention to ſecret 
devotion, our religion, and our uſefulneſs too,” wilt . 
dwindle away. Thols, who are much engaged in 
public life, ſhould conſider their peculiar danger on 
this account; for, whilſt they ate always in a crowd, 
and diſtracted with a conſtant. ſucceffion and hurry of 
cular ayocations, how can the ſoul be properly re- 
garded, or its vigour maintained? Nay, even tile. 
who are actively employed in the immediate fervice 
God, as his miniſters are, may expect to ſuffer 
ſome ſpiritual declenſion, if they neglect the private 


duties of the cloſet. They ſhould not only be earneſt 


and unremitting in their labours for the benefit of 
others, but endeavour to obtain freſh ſupplies of wif. 
dom and ftrength, by renewed. communications of 
grace, for their own uſe. The difficulty'is, to fe- 
72 a ſufficient and ſuitable time. But we. muſt lors 
2 „ to watch our opportunities, and even in 
Na, by retreating from our neceffary engage- 
ments and our kindeſt friends, that we may keep up 
our ſecret intercourſe with God, Such is the pat- 
BEE. | | | tern, 
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eminent of his followers! In nothing, perhaps, do 
they fail more, than in the improvement of their lei. 
ſure for deyotional p. „And is not this hol 


retirement on 928 ſe it requires the 
affections, and flatters not the wage 


of the mind, by exciting the admiration of others, 


* Jeſus, however, was ſoon called forth again to 


eaſing to himſelf to have ſpent a longer ſeaſon in 


public view and activity. Though it might have been 
olitude, he could not be unmindful of the multitudes, 


who flocked: after him, and therefore for their ſakes 


© he returned. to his former exertions . Upon his 


- coming back to Capernaum, immenſe crowds: at- 


te him, to whom he preached the Goſpel. 


Amongſt theſe were iome perſons of higher ſtation 


and more reſpectable appearance, than thoſe who 


uſually reſorted to him; © Phariſees and Doctors of 


_ the law. It is but ſeldom that men of rank or con- 


ſequence in the world pay any ſerious regard to the 
2 of God; and ede 5 may be Mpolee to 
wonder that theſe made part of the congregation, 
But it is remarked of them, that ( they were ſitting 
by,” as if they were totally unconcerned with his 
pox p and, like ſpies, they meant only to obſerve 

cenſure his conduct. They had travelled from 


_ diſtant parts of the country, even from Jeruſalem, 
and, probably, met by appointment at Capernaum, 


not ſo much from curioſity, as from a malicious de- 


ſice to ſtart objections againſt him, We ſhall, there- 


fore, remark, that they wete ready to catch at his 


words. He was perfectly apprized of their inten- 


tions; and yet, not diſcouraged by their preſence, he 


went on with bis work, and gaye ſuch proofs of his 
high character before them, by many miraculous cures, 
as were enough to convince or confound them. 2 
2-8. Mak f. 112, Luke v. 2-26. 
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eee Kos. 
r ſtuation, being ſurrounded thoſe, who are un- 


friendly; and diſpoſed: to find fault. Such hearers' 


may y be ſaid to be * ſitting by; for-they- 
come to p 


the preacher and his doctrine with malevolence 
and ery. The ſervant of the Lord, however, 
though his own feelings may be hurt, muſt ſtill per- 

fiſt in the faithful diſcharge of his office, nor — 
y part of the truth, even while he er n 
ſhall excite ition by it. Ko 2 
us was thus 4 per diſabled 


their judgment on theiſermon, not to 
inſtructed from it; and, therefore, they criticiſe 


— betta before him. The cron about. 
the houſe all acceſs. to him; but ſuch was 
F a 


obtain relief, that with pains. and difficulty be 
was taken up! to the — let down by cords, 


probably into the court yard, here our Lor might N 


be _ 
Fri gy 


21 particular method of application ane * 
gnorance and unbelief, as it ſeemed to imply, 


that the Saviour could not work the cure at a diſ- 


tunce. He did not, however, upbraid them with 
their weakneſs; but, conſidering their conduct as 2 
evidence of faith, he received —_ n gracoul, 3nd | 


pardon. of his ſins. * A blefling . 
appear to have been ſolicited or deſired. But ſo free 
and extenſive is the mercy of our God, that all, who. 


Pp'y to him with real ſincerity of heart, ſhall find 


im « able to do exceeding abuadaptly above that 
VEE Rs! 4 bag 


declaration of Jeſus, which denoted his ove-.. | 
reign majeſty and divine power, diſpoſed his captious 


hearers to raiſe a formidable objection, againſt him. 


They ar 
te 


een 
up. 


ved within themſelyes, that he was guilty of 


— — — - 


—  - — —— ” 
— 22 == — — 2 


health 3 


1 
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| OF: 4 ination of their: 
hearts? He propoſed to exhibit: —— by: 


4 


inſtantly reſtoring the poor cripples before them to 
gy Ker vie, that he had ——— — 
vain, preſumptuous boaſt; and therefore, with all 
the majeſty and authority of A divine perſon, and 
with u view: to ſhew his fulfrietir- to pardon-offend« 
ers; he thus" add reſſed. che man F ſay unto: thee, 
eee e eee MN Per On 
.* * 1 * W. A 


The word wg effeQual; for immediately the pa- 


general amasement and” conſternation. among the 
ple. They eried out, We” have ſeen ftrange 


Jeſus poſſeſſes divine perfections in himſelf, 1 
eaſes: This 


diſpenſe the remifon of fins, as he pl 
muſt be a fair deduction, as the miracle ſeems to have 


been wrought on purpoſe to confirm it. And, when 


We hear of theſe aſtomſhing events, ſhall we not re- 


joice, < that: the Son of man hath power on earth to 
fotghre Fnef⸗ If we have no pulſy to be cured, it will 
not be ſaid, that we Have no iniquities to be par- 
doned, Then let us conſider our need of: Jeſus, and, 
inſtead of cavilling as the Scribes and Doctors did, 
let us implore his help. e e ab * 
4 5 | | N ä 


ralytio received ſtrength, fo that he departed without: 
_ allſtance,. aſcribing - to God. This excited 2 


ings t6:day,” as if they knew not: what oonelufton 
to draw; but the propef and; juſt inference is, that 


SS ! 


v7 "7860s chi, rte 


mel 55 us, that. our eranſgrefſions are very 258 
let us go to him with an humble reliance upon f 
mercy, and ſay, & Lord, thou only cant remove 84 
kad of guilt; 1255 thy compaſſion to me; affure* 
75 of 1 favour; and Peak peace to my ſoul, that 1 
part with dee wp An gratitude and: 
fp gojijin Go 

As Jeſus retired ix 0 Aperhabm toward the fea- 
fore, he fixed -his Ak upon a certain publican, 
prey of” Levi, Who was. buſil employed in his 

upation, as 4 tax-gatheter, ſitting at the receipt 
Felton, and immediately called im to be his. 
Geige . Tbe office of publicans was odivus. to 
the Jews, and, as their buſineſs , ons to 
many temptations, they were general! ons of an 
tous. charaftef ; 2 that ie beat es to 
5 « publicans and. ſinners?” together. But by our 

is conduct we are taught to deſpiſe no mai 

whatever he ma) have been, Jefus can pardon, and 
can ſanctify, and diſdains not even thoſe, Wo have 
been” moſt atrocious offenders: nay, he, ſeems pur- 
poſely to have choſen ſome of this very ſtamp, 
Se He the greatneſs of his mercy,- and. to 
encourage the of all, who are willing. to ſubmix 
my > dio boar deſperate their Caſe may a 
10 certain inſtances, we perceive, be, 
bught after them, without waiting for their appl — 
tion, and conſtrained them, by the diſcovery of his 
love and the influence of his pirit,, ta forſake their 
beloved put ſuits, and to follow him. 

Such, we appfebeng, was the- caſe of Vfatthew. 
He was immerſed in all the hurry. of buſineſs, which, 
was adyantageous, though not honourable, probably, 
without any ſerious care- or deſite of a ſpiritual na- 
ture, u ben Jeſus looked upon him, and required him 
to [ Fenpunce his ſecular: gains, and become one of his. 


ue Mark f. 5 20. Lake v. 29) 8. © 25 
8 deſpiſe l 


deſpiſed. attenday tv Moy N alſo, among -outſely 
| fo ſeem nat ao 6 S 


| _ word ſpoken to Matthew, in conſequence of which 


change, in every view of it, is truly wonderful. Vet, 


not 15 Sock fle 
Without heſitation, cheerfully relinquiſhing his lucra- 


þ lowed him,” From that time he was Amber 
| among the diſciples of- Jeſus, and afterwards choſen 


account of the meanneſs, the i ignorance, and former 
- immoralities of his attendants. The ſame objetion 
zs ſtill made: and many are even exaſperated, when 
2 hear, that. thoſe, who have been profli te in 


with the rich and ſovereign mercy of God, ©'who 


' deemer, © « "who juſtifieth the ungodly,” and con- 
© ſtrains the moſt rebellious, not 1 
Dim, but to plead his cauſe and promote 
ele d 


| ſcience, to produce it in an inſtant, ' The call given 
to Matthew, though urged upon him by no motives 
or 88 whatever, went with a powerful im- 
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previous preparation 
cart, A 6 co . ee or convictions of 
Para are be b e 3 in the midſt of vn. 
rious ſchemes of yanity and fin; A thought is darted 
in upon their minds, as quick and. as effectual as the 


21 immediately covet and ſeek for that acquaintance | 
Jeſus, which the 7 diſdained before. Ihe tran- 
ſition Rem one courſe to another is raphd ; and the 


e 


we ſee, it is for Him, who has acceſs to the con · 


preſſion to 15 heart, and ſucceeded.” He “ conferred 
and blood, but obeyed 4 ſummons 


455 poſt, and entering on the ſervice of a poor and 
ſpiſed Maſter. & He aroſe, and left all, and fol- 


to be ah Apoſtle, 
Some perſons we ere prejudiced againſt our Lord, on 


their manners, or of a ſuſpicious character, diſcover 
an ardent zeal for religion, and commence teachers 
of others, But, while the pride of Phariſees quarrels 


will have mercy, on whom he will have mercy,” let 
us admire ; and praiſe the love and power of our Re- 


SES gasse ens 


y to ſubmit unto 


5 &, 


Let us ns for e Are we Ss 


miss enter. 1g 
God in Chrift Jeſus? It matters little, in what way, 


but are we r influenced to foflow' the Saviour? 


235 2 wild viſionary or a' weak enthuſtaſt: nor need 
we wonder, if we come under ſuch cenſures for our 
actachinent to Jeſus.” © Let us go ———— 
reproach,” and be ſolicitous only to approve ourſelves 
unto God: I bY 46 ARS ie dt. Go bn SES? 274 


houſe. It may not be eaſy to fix the preciſe date of 
the viſit; but perhaps it will be moſt ſuitable to con- 
fider it here, while Matthew's character is before us. 
Perhaps to ſhew his grateful” regard to the Saviour, 
and to recommend him to the notice and eſteem of 
his former acquaintance, at leaſt to give them an op- 

nity of receiving benefit from his converſation, 
ned à large feaſt, zt which he invited many 
publicans, and others of à ſimilar ſtamp, to be preſent 


on pany, where there was a proſpect of uſefulneſs, and 
mer W who; upon the occaſion now mentioned, converſed 
tion in familiar manner with perfons of an ignominidus 
hen W reputation. But his conduct again called forth the 
e in enmity of the Scribes and Phariſees, who, with a 
Yer ¶ pretence of ſuperior ſanctity, held all others in the ut- 
hers moſt contempt, and could not bear that favourable 
rels W notice ſhould be taken of any beſides themſelves. 
who They ſeemed to inſinuate, that Jeſus, by a free com- 
let M munication with men of an infamous character, 

Re- if peared as the patron of iniquity. He replied, that 

on · ¶ did not maintain an intercourſe with them, as a par- 
into taker or encourager of their evil deeds, but from a 


Gol * Matte is; 10-37. Bak l. 1-42. Luke v. 29. 40. 
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or by what particular means, this has been 13 
Matthew, doubtleſs, was condemned for his conduct, 


- Some time after this oecurtence, we find the young 
convert entertaining his beloved Maſter at his on 


with Jeſus . We admire-the on of this 
exalted Gueſt, who was willing to mix with any com- 


ory. © real defire to fave their precious ſouls, juſt as a phy- 


r 
, 
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viſits his patients, te heal and Ahe den He 
i erved,. 2 5 1 — operly lay amongſt thok, 
boy readily acknowledged themſelves ſinners, more 
t. leaſt than with ſuch as were ſo conceited of their 
on righteouſneſs, that they 1 the offer of 
Saviour. Ile intimated, however, that, while he 
dem area to che moſt abandoned, his, 
2 to call th to repentange, and that herein 
— ay Rik A + of mercy more acceptable to 
3 — eee 
g miniſters of Chriſt are AN in the 5 
manner, whenever they are fallowed, a8 is Frequently 
ithe caſe, hy , perſons. who haue been irregular aul 
;profligate in their conduct. It is; ſuggeſted, if not 
* . . that. their. doctrine is avourable to 
e purpoſes of 1 as if it allowed men io 
Faun Weng ae e HR 
255 who gud themſelves, that, they 
| . gr lg But we would 
| jo erp ag that in ſuch a temper of mind they 
are Lf Jer pes Yo the *Galps), and far- 
theſt from the kingdom of heaven. Many chat are 
Hrſt mall be laſt, and the laſt. hall be 12 ” The 
cſervant of Chtiſt, abexefore, like his * ſhoull 
be willing to, pay attention to the moſt abandoned 
ea r hope of reclaiming them: and he ougbt 
to tejoice, when any of theſe accept the rich grace 
of the Goſpel, which the en Phariſee ne deſe 
-ouſly rejects. - and 
4 "Probably at che ſame time, an odjection was. urged I and 
Jelue- fog the free and ſocial intercourſe which I love 
his diſciples kept, up, fo. yery different from, the. di- W don 
.Ciples of John and of the Phariſees, who, faſted.oftco. W 8uc 
He, however, juſtified theit conduct, not by denying Ira 
the duty of abſtinence, but by obſerying, that they W neſs 
. would.ſoon; be called to it, in a ſeaſon of peculiat I mig! 
naffliction, that, during his perſonal reſidence whii 
TI the auſterities of faſting and mortifi-W 
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tation would be unſuitable to their ſituation, as they 
were then re jolcing in the preſence of the 
Bridegroom. He had, alſa, another reaſon to offer, 
which he illuſt rated by certain ſimilitudes taken from 
the common concerus of life. Some of thoſe, whom 
he had attached to himſelf, had been ſtrangers to that 
humiliation, which would afterwards be neceſſary ſor 


them; and therefore, in a wiſe and compaſſionate re- 


rd to their weakneſs, and even to their former pre- 
qudices, he would not put them upon ſevere trials or 
duties, for which their ſtrength was inſufficient, but 
he deſigned to lead them on gradually, as they were 
able to bear it. A, different treatment might have 


_ -they might be diipoſed to coder as 
19 d 1 871 o& 345 $4 7 


| (This-exhibits à pleaſing repreſentation of the man- 
ner, in which he deals with his people now. He 
proportions: their difficulties to their ability. Many 
things, both in doctrine and practice, to which'they 
would violently object upon their firſt oonmverſion, 
are b t by degrees to ſubmit to, approve, 
| lates, har ve" w. on the Ohriſtian 
courſe, they ate generally favoured with peouliar con- 
Hlations, and — — burdens, by which b 
others are oppreſſed. The Bridegroom is with them; 
and they rejoice in his preſence. Indeed, he never 
deſerts them; but as they adyance in wiſdom, — 4 
and courage, he calls them out to ſeverer exereiſes; 
and then frequently the clear manifeſtations of his 
love are withdrawn from them, and they are weighed 
down with many heavy afflictions and temptations. 
Such was the divine conduct tawards the children of 
Ifrae!, when they were led about through the wilder- 
neſs, and not by the direct road to Canaan, that they 
might gradually be prepared for thoſe ſharp conflicts, 
Which they had to ſuſtain . Let us praiſe him for 
LS * Exod. xilie 17, 18. | 1 | 


had the worſt effects, in making them averſe to his , 


* 


4 
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the methods of his grace ſo exactly ſuited to the as 
- ous caſes of his people, and chomfully vomit” ow. 
ſelves to his care and 99 orion 

Me obſerve; what perverſeneſs and R 
of ſinners” our Lord endured, and with what meek- 


neſs he replied to their malicious objections, We | 


. 5 . to abſtain from all pride and vehe. 
ſpirit,” and with patience to bear the folly 
e of choſe, who- oppoſe. themſelves, 
pecially, leſt we. be numbered 
rale Are there 


— 


ER. who ſhew the ſame cavilling temper of 


mind, which: the Phariſees. did of old? Moſt awful 
indeed is your ſituations. He,. who ſuffered his ene- 
mies to raiſe: their wicked contentions againſt himſelf, 
when he was upon the earth, may exerciſe much for. 
bearance towards you; bar be wilt 008 reckon with 
vou for your captious inſolence in reſiſting his Goſpel, 
and for your obſtinate contempt of his grace. And 
can your heart endure, or ean your hands be 


zn the days that he ſhall deal with you d' O ſubmit; 


nor dare any lon r to maintain the vain and preſump- 
ſttuous conteſt |» Refuſe, not to comply with his de- 
mands; and therefore come to him, as you are re- 
quired, confeſſing yourſelves on a level —— Publi- 
e ann de AN 
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pallavers tori his 3 ill miniſtry; and that 
e ich we are now about to con- 
fider, occurred at the ſecond of them. At the an- 
nual celebration of that great feſtival, he went up to 
ſeruſalem, as the law commanded. He was con fit. 
in his attendance upon all inftituted means: and his 
example teaches us, not to flight or neglect the ordi 
tinces; ſince he, who could not ſtand in need of 
them, as we do, put ſuch honeur upon tbem. 
When 2 Jeruſalem, an opportunity ſoon ; 
offered for the and diſplay of f lis pov and 
7: hp ee man, ito; bad ve- * 
mained in a ſtate of entire impotency for thirty-eight | 
years, lay at the of Betheſda, waiting ex = f | 
ation of a cure from the miraculous motion of the 
mater, which it — God to appoint at certain 
kaſons, for the healing of the moſt inveterate diſeaſes. 
This afflicted perſon attracted the notice of Jeſus, 
moos merges _— TY, 
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; ſo much as a petition for relief, (the cri 
228. knowing nothing of his character) h 
3 reſt his ren th, and commanded him 
to give full and * of his recovery, by tak. 
in up his bed in 
he ſupernatural Te was manifeſt; and we 
might have £29.90 the concluſion from it ſo obvious 
that all muſt ackgowledge it. But the ſuperſtitious 
' Phariſees immediately objected to it, becauſe the 
work had been performed, and the man had carried 
2 bis couch on the ſabbath gay. W 
wy ee attentive to outward obſer. 
2, 159185 ey are content to be deſtitute of real: 
reh in their hearts, The perſon, on, who was cured, 
rightly argued, that he, who had ſo — re· 
eek his diſeaſe, could not be ſuppoſed to require 
hic to do, what was ſinful.” They, however, pro- 
bably ſuſpectin mr ens my Oe 9 of the mi- 
kacle, were — Sn 7 to 49 pub 
ES view, that they = LEES But in the mean 
time, he had jud it proper, either through modeſh 
or prudence, to retire from their obſervation, before 
he was known. Afterwards, indeed, the man, hav- 
ing met with Jeſus in the temple, and received a ſo- 
lem charge fr him to take warning from his late 
viſitation and amend his conduct, carried to the ene- 
mies of -our Lord the information, which they had 
Vilhed for. This he might do, from a ſtrong impreſ. 
3 of gratitude, 3 and an abſurd — that all 
would pay the moſt profound deference and feſped 
to his gracious Benefactor. They ought, doubiſeß 
to have fought after him, that the might give him 
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the homage and ſubmiſſion, — due to him, u ately 
a meſſenger from heayen, to have conſidered I fear + 
dheir nation highly honoured hy his preſence, But, on 
on the contrary, they perſecuted him with malicious I dgni 
rage, as if he were unworthy to live, for an img _ \ 
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wonder, when we hear the baſeſt miſrepretencations ; 
of excellent characters and the moſt benevolent con- 
aut. Thoſe, who are followers of Jefus, muſt ex- 
ed to paſs through evil report, as he did, and ſhould 
not be ſtaggered in their minds, though they hazard 
the loſs of every thing, even when they exert them 
ſelves moſt earneſtly for the honour of God and the 
benefit of their fellow- creatures. Though war 
| let them not be weary - 


io-well-doing.” ZI NS 
Jeſus, then, was called to account for what he had 
done; probably in a public manner, and, as it ſhould 
ſeem; before the Sanhedrim, the great council of the 
nation, There he ſtood arraigned as a criminal; 
and yet, when put upon his defence, he ſpake as the 
ſovereign Lord of all, poſſeſſing full authority to con- 
demn and deſtroy his aceuſers. With an inexpreſ- 
ible dignity he declared, My Father worketh. hi- 
therto, and I work ;“ as if he had ſaid, My Father 
is continually carrying on his works of providence, 
and ceaſeth not on ſabbath days from exercifing his 
Almighty power for the ſupport of the creation; and 
b who maintain the ſame dominion, and act in the ſame 
abſolute manner, am no more to be reſtrained and li- 
mited in my operations, by thoſe rules, which muſt di- 
welt the conduct of creatures. If this be, as itevident= 
ly-appears, the fair import of his words, we wonder 
not that the Jews, who determined not to acknow- 
__ divinity, conſidered him as a blaſphemer, 
fer Mis plain reaſon, that & be made himſelf equal 
vith God.” This charge, therefore, they immedi- 
Rely urged againſt him; and he replied to it without 
ſear or reſerve. He took occaſion from it to enter 
won a full vindication of himſelf, afferting the high 
Agnity of his character and the offices he ſuſtained, 


and warning them of their danger in him. 
The whole of his beg i — me, 
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rulers of the 402 8 collected in their grand aſſembly, 
and fitting in ju t upon him. 
Had they miſtaken bis words, or drawn a falſe and 
miſchievaus concluſion from them (as they certainly 
did, if he be not very God), he would inſtantly haye 
cCotrected the error, and explained his meaning more 
explicitly. But, ſo far from contradicting, he allow. 
ed and confirmed, their inference. For he proceed- 
ed to declare, that what things ſoever the Father 
doeth, theſe alſo doeth the Son likewiſe,” not only 
performing the ſame operations, but conducling them 
in the fame manner, with an equal diſplay of ſupreme 
* and ſovereign authority. And is it not, then, a fair 
deduction, that the Father and the Son, who are con- 
ſeſſedly united in their plans of action, are one in na- 
ture, and poſſeſs the very ſame perfections? He te- 
ferred them Fo. 9 2 er * imonies of his Om- 
nipotence, than already been given by the cure 
off ihe lame man, and obſerved, that. in why ark. 
-  iuſtances his dignity, as the Son of God, would be 
manifeſted, to their aſtoniſhment. The one was, his 
reftoring of life to the dead, according to his own 
. pleaſure; for- even, now he quickens whom he 
Will, and at the laſt day the general reſurrection will 
be accompliſhed by him. Tbe other was, the admi- 
niſtration of the final and univerſal judgment, which 
is committed to him; for he it is, who will aſſign to 
the whole human race their different ſtates for ever, 
according to their reſpective characters. Are thele 
ſuch works, as 2 creature. ean perform? Or, do they 
not evidently require the exertion of divine perfec- 
tions? Jeſus, therefore, added, that in theſe acts it is the 
Father's 85 ge Toby bo, aſſert and Je yr 
e proper dignity of his Son; that, notwithſtandi 
2 inſolent attacks made upon him, he — 
All men to honour the Son, even as they honour the 


Father; and that, whatever regard-is withheld ew 
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the former, is, in effect, denied to the latter. Of 
what ſort, then, is their religion, who are attempting 
the degradation of the Saviour? With all their pre- 
tences of veneration for the God of heaven, they are 
here expreſsly declared to be his enemies. 
Accordingly, the Lord Jeſus, in the moſt ſolemn, 
manner, demanded the attention of his judges, repre- 
ſenting himſelf as the grand ſource of all ſpiritual 
bleffings, and requiring them to ſubmit, to him, and 
depend upon him, as the author and giver of everlaſt- 
ing life. To fix a deeper impreſſion on their minds, 
he ſet before them the awful proceedings of the laſt 
day, when they ſhould hear his voice, awakeniug 
them from their graves, and tand at his bar, to re- 
ctive their final | 044 from his mouth. 5 Fin 
It is objected to the doArine, ' which aſſerts his 
Deity, that he ſaid on this very occaſion, « I can o 
mine own ſelf do nothing;** clearly implying an ori- 
ginal ſubjection and inferiority to the Father. But 
we apprehend, that no fuch concluſion can be fairly 
drawn from his expreſſions. True it is, that © the 
don can do nothing of himſelf;“ that is, he can have 
no diſtin plan of his own, nor can he act ſeparateſy 
from, or in "oppoſition to, the Father: ſuch is the 
union, and perfect agreement together. 3 
But does not Jeſus deſcribe himſelf as ſubordinate 
and dependent? Doubtleſs, there is a ſenſe, in which 
be is ſo. He ſpeaks of a commiſſion which he had 
received, and of an authority with which he was in- 
truſted, from the Father. But this may properly be 
referred to his mediatorial office, and does not prove 
= ed apes or inequality, previous to his voluntary 
mption of that office, In that capacity he ſub- 
mits to be a ſervant, and acts by expreſs directions 
from the Father, and in ſubjection to bis will. 
Becauſe he is the Son of man, having taken our 
nature upon him, and appeared in the likeneſs of ſin- 
kwfleſh, he is, in this reſpect and for this very rea- 
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 - ſon, inſerior to the Father, and is ſent and appointed 
dy him. Yet the character he ſuſtains, and the ag 
| he as Mediator, clearly manifeſt his Divi- 
nmity: for no created being in earth or heaven po. 
Vn . e 

Are we, then, in danger of rendering too much 
| honour to Jeſus, or of exalting him higher than he 
. deferves? Who does not tremble at the ſuggeſtion} 
But have we indeed obtained ſuitable conceptions of 
his dignity? and ave we habitually giving him the 
due unto him? Let us fear, left we come 
under the condemnation of thoſe, «© who honour not 
5 ae e be er ee and unwil. 
ling to pay him profound and ſupreme adoration, we 
faith and dangeroufly wrong. For it is 
indiſpenſably required, that, as we believe in God the 
Father, we ſhould alſo believe in his Son Jeſus 
(=. He proceeded to ftate certain decifive-proofs, in 
ſupport of the claims, which he made. Our reaſon 
is appealed to, in confirmation of our faith: and evi 
dence, in abundance, may be adduced, to. convince 
us that our holy religion is no fockſh fancy, or baſe 
impoſition. The Goſpel does not ſeek to evade, 
but rather challenge and demand, a fair enquiry, 
Accordingly, Jeſus did not reſt the matter upon his 
own mere Senf Nee might appear ſuſpicious, 
but urged a variety of arguments to perſuade his au- 
aba, that he x. the. very perſon, whom he de- 
clared himſelf to be. n Mr 

- He appealed. to the teſtimony of John the Baptiſt, 
who had himſelf ſeen the Spirit of God deſcending in 
n viſible manner upon him, and had heard a voice 
from heaven affirming his high character. To him 
they had once appeared-to pay attention, and had (ent 
a depuration to conſult him; and yet they would not 
abide by bis deciſio n. 4 
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"Hs referred them to his own miracles, in atteſta- 
ton of his divine miſſion. He performed ſuch won- 
defful works, as human powers were unequal to; 
ind theſe, therefore, fufficiently evinced, that. he 
could not be a deceiver, but that he was indeed, 
what he had uniſormly maintained, the eder _ 
deus dome into the World. 

He alleged, that bis Father Alto had barks l 
of him; Which he had done, not only by the extra- 
ordinary ta ao? communicated to him, — by an ex- 

tion “from the excellent g or „5 ans 
— his beloved Son. Such an 

this had not been youchſafed on — adcatinh, 

Vet to what purpoſe was jt then given? Alas f it ren- 
dered many the more inexcuſable for their oakley 
is they hardened their hearts againſt conviction. - 

"He difefted them, likewiſe, to the teſti of 
the holy foriptures. Theſe were the writings of the 


4 Teftiment, the authenticity of which t they ai 
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very high regard. To theſe divine oracles he made 


in vindication ef his own claims, 
ir- inconfifteney, who, with vaſt pre- 


afolenn 2 
and mph 


tences of Yeverence for the ſacred: records, rejected 


the very Saviour, whom all pointed out. Their 
inſpired authors are witneſſes of Chriſt, either by 
types, promiſes, or prophecies ; and, ſince Jeſus has 
exactly falfilled thoſe ancient deferiptions, they i _ 
trate and confirm his declarations, How: 
it, then, that any, who have the Bible in their h 
remain in i of him] How abſurd and 
finful is the genera inattention of men to the i impor- 

tant contents of that book, which they allow to be a 


| revelation from heaven! 


Thus Jeſus endeavoured to convince the Jews „ 
his charaQter and miſſion, and of the juſtice of thoſe 
claims, which he advanced. And are not we alſo 
intereſted in the ſubect? Do we, then; receive Je 
4 = os 


.. 


. N 
„ Jeſus the Lord, as he is ſet forth before us? Do we 
-unfeignedly bow to his authority, and confeſs him to 
be * the Lord from heaven,” God over all?” Much 
_ « eutcry has been raiſed about the want of evidence; 
and ſo there was, ry; the unbelieving Jews, 
What ſign ſheweſt thou ?”” was the queſtion urged 
again and again, even where proofs in abundance 
were produced. And nothing is more common than 
ſor thoſe, who-are determined not to be perſuaded, to 

_ allege, that no deciſive arguments are-brought, to 
gain them over to the ſide of Chriſtianity, nl 
not prepoſterous, that men ſhould make this com- 
plaint, as if they would be ready to give every teſli- 
mony its due conſideration, at the very time that they 
| regie to examine with any ſerious attention, and con- 
temptuouſly ſhut their e yes and ſtop their ears againſſ 
every thing, which oppoſes their favourite ſcheme? 
Me doubt not, that the grand cauſe of infidelity is 
; aps gy and an extreme, inveterate depravity of 

heart. And 


y 
BY we you to weigh carefully the conclu- 
 fibn of our Lord's addrefs, in which he ſubjoins the 
In our application to men who are utterly carelels 
and indifferent, e muſt not content Ives with 
cold reaſoning, but endeavour to alarm their conſci- 
ences; or elſe the ſtrongeſt arguments will fail of 
 their-effet. Thus Jeſus, upon the occaſion before 
Aus, Attempted. to rouſe his hearers, and to work upon 
their hearts, by a plain and faithful repreſentation of 
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+ is probable, that ſome perſons of a ſimilar charac- 
ter and diſpoſition may their caſt eyes upon theſe 
pages, we would earneſtly entreat their ſerious regard 
to the conſiderations here ſuggeſted. 2 
He warned and reproved his oppoſers, becauſe they 
ated in contempt of his unparalleled kindneſs, an 


perdition muſt be the conſequence. He declared, that 
he courted not their favour through ambitious views, 
and that their deſtruction would be entirely owing 
to their obſtinate refuſal of ſubmiſſion to him. His 
r of their very thoughts and motives enabled 
him to detect their /hypocriſy; and therefore he ob- 
ſerved, that their treatment of him fully proved, not- 
withſtanding their profeſſions of regard to God, that 
weir hearts were not under the influence of divine 
love, For that principle would have led them to re- 
ceiye him, who addreſſed them in his Father's name, 
and ſought nothing but his glory. So likewiſe will 
al our pretences, either to devotion or morality, be 
found vain and infincere, if we neglect the great Sa- 
viour of the world. © e 
He condemned them for their anxiety to procure 
reſpect and empty titles of honour from their fellow- 
creatures, while they felt no real concern about the fa- 
vour arid approbation of God; declaring, that, in ſuch 
a ſtate of mind, they could not exerciſe any proper 
reliance upon him, as the Redeemer. , How folema 
is the thought! The faith of Jefus cannot conſiſt with 
ambition, or a fooliſh fondneſs for human applauſe. 
Thoſe, therefore, whoſe grand deſire and aim is to 
de admired and advanced among men, are at once 
ereluded from the number of his true diſciples, For 
he requires us to take up our croſs and to follow him 
through contempt and tribulation. _ Such as are un- 
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own neceſſities; and, of conſequence, they cannot 
believe in his name. pg FP TELE; 
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villing to do this, underſtand not his worth, or their 
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* the ſtate ain W — you diſcover the ut- 
moſt diſdain for infinite excellence, and repay the 


 tendereſt love with hatred! 11 wickedneſs is of a 
beinous nature, and 8 gravated. Vou deſpiſe 
& the Lord of glory, 

i: no robbery to be equal with God. ” You pay no 


Son of Got, « who thought 
regard to the united teſtimonies of earth and. heaven 


in his favour. * You ſcorn the kindeſt and richeſt © 


offers, ever made ta man. You are unwilling to 


do to him, whom Angels worſhip, or to be in- 
_ him for Wee e Jen . 


on 
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lr is proper, 4. che 


= attention to your own perilous condition. But * 


netſe e ct is produced by ſuch ſolemn reproots ? 
Probably after our Lords addreſs, bis  accuſcrs and 
were fileneed; and reſtrained by an ＋ 
on their minds from proceeding 


| him. 80 bly s 
— "de. 50 pony ear you 2 
ons 


who are his avowed 0 
convinced and alarmi by theſe faithful repreſen 
— Vou may ſeem to relin-⸗ 


May it pleaſe God, not only to 9 whey — 
but to ſubdue the enmity of your hearts! Then yo 
will not ceaſe to pray, O fulfil in us all the 
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| - will ſoon plead their cauſe, and now 
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- nant e contempt, and 
His life was one continued ſeries of veg re 
fervent'zeal for God; and pure benevolence to men. 
- We might have e that ſueh 88 
could not meet with enemies, or would ſoon diſarm 
cheir malice. But it was. otherwiſe 3 and the fact in- 
conteſtably proves the extreme depravi of human 

e, We that nature remains the A con- 
2 at all en e — de 
expected to excite much diſguſt. Let us, wy je 
d anious only to tread in the ſteps. of our Lori 


and Saviour, r dleſs of all temporal inconveni 
Sach may allow. A wicked ere may — 


defame the truly religious; but He, whom hey ſerve, 


3 were 2 * 

v rounded by perve 32 — 
ſons, * watched W. teh cloſe and. 
ſought occaſions to accuſe and reproach 1 ; 
5 therefore, he had to ſtand upon. the ds 5 
ſenſive, n to the petulant cavils of his adver 


be and. traditional n fe of the law. 
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that the very ain gay of. the ears of 
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ſeaſon. 

Our i, who. l ee che. e of bis. 
people againſt their accuſers, replied to the charge, 
and vind lated the conduct of his, diſciples by the-ex- * 


noir of Oe id, who, in a caſe; of gr 
took the thew-bread out. of the bowls of Galen * 
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| See of uny merely -Inftiivtions; 
| 2 5 — 24 ve diſvenſes 
| 8 rende, and the latter be diſpen 
4 | maſt kiye te pr paft of the deſence we me led to 
| ark and abivire che faichfol and zealous attach. | 
| gion of his followers, who cheerfully 
| ſelves to hunger, 
1 
- fot aware, how 
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will; if not by his . 
irections, ange ſhould- be introduced, 
the firſt, inſtead of the laſt, day of the week 
kept boly to Him. This is now diſtin- 
a new and more honourable name, the 
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dime to be fot apart 


for Goch — 
to this repreſentation, if Jeſus be the: Lord af the 
ſabbath, | 
Soon after the i 


alſo be took the opportunity of teaching the people . 
Here again we are inſtructed to be thankful, that we 
have 2 ſe of prayer, to which we cart reſort; ant 225 
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© dad, as edle than thoſe; which Jeſus 
— But how are we followers of Him, is 
a our place be generally vacant; and by our abſence we 
» that we care not for the facred ſervice? 
In-the midſt of the congregation, an object of dif- 
eras e Cen eK a poor man, 
whoſe right hand was withered therefore, utterly 
diſabled for labour. From the known benevolence 
of Jeſus, and his former miraculous cures, the Pha- 
xiſces. ex that he would beal the cripple, and. 
Tr Ae tor chat very Ae 
they might reer 
85 n It does not appear, e eee 
their ſentiments, till they were drawn out of them. 
He was. aware of the: perverſe reaſonings and mali 
den intenions of thi hearc, yet tot dnn | 
. | by them. He therefore called rarer bom. ; 
_:..-- 2 -alked with ſome ſubtlety, that they migbt 
8 by the queſtion, whether it not be 
1 nr to perform any cures on 
[| *' #hat day. He replied, however, that all exertions 7 
_ ; M6 _ mer men perfectly allowable, and that they 
| bs- rang y inconliſtent, to extend relief, as 
Hey comment 42 —* . 4. - E to their 
in danger or t obſtinately refuſe 
it to one of their own ſpecies . I wen" wot all 
He knew, that they entertained a ſecret deſign. of 
_ murdering. him, while they to his works of 
5 -kindneſs. Accordingly, by a appeal to their 
. " .conſciences, he detected their moſs" and con- 
-  _ + founded their malevolent; He called upon. 
them to. ſay, whether it was more ſuitable to the ob- 
je& of that ſacred ſeaſon, 4 to do good on to do evil, 
.to fave life or to deſtroy it:” and i they were 
He ſelt a holy , ee 
eee eee their : 
Tooling round about upon them all, that he 
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Did they not, then, relinquiſh. their oppoſition to 
bim, when they faw ſuch an inconteſtable proof of 
his divine power? Did they not all -ackno | 
« Thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the Ip. . * 
Ah! the deſperate wickedneſs of man! We can 
ſcarcely conceive greater depravity, than that which 
is here exhibited ;. they departed. in a rage, and imm 
mediately conſulted together, how they might deſtroy 
him, Being apprized of his danger, he retired to the 
ſea of Galilee: yet, not diſcouraged by the deſigns of 
his enemies, he.continued to proſecute his important 
work. Immenſe multitudes from various and diſtant * 
parts of Judea followed him; and many amongſt ther, 
eſſed with divers diſeaſes, experienced the virtue 
of; his healing hand. But to avoid all appearance 7 
oſtentation, and that he might not till further incenſe 
bis oppoſers, he took particular pains © the 
accounts from being diſperſed abroad. ws his 
kind attention to the weak 1 his 
gentle, unaſſuming deportment, he fulſilled the pro · 
phetical — of his character, 83 a 
and proved himſelf to be the very Saviour, that ſnould 
Ze e e 
We may learn prudence and e eee | 
t exemplar; and he will inſtruct us, alſo, to per» 
ere 1n_well-doing, whoever may ſet themſelves to 
reſiſt us, or. form malevolent intentions againſt us: 
But let us fear the awful ſtate and condemnation of 
his adverſaries. How vain and deteſtable are their 
ſchemes! Their beft concerted plans will be baffled, 
and themſelves covered with their own- confuſion; 
Yet, we apprehend, diſaffection to Chriſt prevails 
among ourſelves, as certainly as it did with the Pha- 
rikees of old: and it is requiſite for us all to enquire, 
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and out of them be choſe « whom he would,“ and, 
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. ſend them forth with full powers and credentials, to 
declare his will and publiſh his Goſpel throughout 
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ys" He publiſhed 1 n- 
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But de had ſome ſtated attendants, throughout his 
various movements, who were almoſt inſeparably *. 
Te to him. twelve were with 3 
he ſeledted; as ehh choſen Ver 
e be inſtructed in the myſteries of bis k = 
* 


2 firmed in their r . to 2 2 


| — an 
dr ines ad comy * 


'of their ſubſtance,” - 


be his 
MW its him 


poor - indeed;; > Though © the eatth 
his, and” e Net Weck "fo x = and deſtit * 
was dis condition 4 that he ſubſiſted u 
charity of others. ah Phang por their 5 4 
in contributing to bis ſupport? Or rather, ſhall we 
not envy them the honour put upon them, in in har 
being permitted to do it? © It is more bleſſed” to g 
than to receive +,” And may not this biete 1 
our 8? Though we cannot miniſter unto Jeſus, 
his perſon, we may do it in his repreſentatives, 
lis diſtreſſed members. For what is — 


ge ze dt . 


% 5 
IRS - | idem, 


* 


Wee in hig, to receive ſuch alliſtance[: = _ 


4" þ YT 


- 
e | N J 
* 


—4 - 
Y + —— 


* Mt 


+ 


| ccordi! 
| 55 the a 9 
ori 
5 e 
he common pe 
525 1 7 


; — ofthe 1 
2 3 ed more pride, 
3 225 the ee 


e urged $a 0 or another, and 


convinced. malignant and impious 
1 85 75 they 771325 in the . 


7 pa, i 0 1 th mine by ie: 
rm : E U= 
bee nn 

cel 


in confe 
"hg Hows 


15 ga, Wd pix ph his in 


he 75 
as there any ground in 52 nt, his doc- 


4 1 Joh ili. tx 


r Dp 


05 


N pres e Saviour 3 1. 
4 


N en en 


9 _— 
© a7 Al .v ww ox oc Po. i944. wc ow 3 as T9. 2 


: ee, 1 ons | 


ccomplic age Den? No: th ett ml 
2 pe Longo 1 
IS, 


= 


* 
1 


he L who Rate ths 20m — 7 ink 


ts ſuch infifv 

d why face of n NA 
"I however, 
eſus the more iN#ſtrious ; 1 It pi 
a 


er of Jeſus 
A proo of 


- 
Ts 


*riefs and 1 0 end. | 
d remember, that, while they x 
under malicivus caſumnies FRY 


rd ſuch an evidence of weir 
the r their principles, as mult 
= b torn 65 Lee of thi r Enemies, 
| 801 Hrs ke in his own viridication bat * _ 
2 Went rather to-convince, of, At leaft, 
e 9 5 to A oh, Tt'is a 
very ſmall thing 5 we Aro deed of Wa 5 
gwent;““ 480 therets we be e 8 deed much tra- 
diced (apd it is not po ble that We can be more ſo 
the Saviour), "ler * 0 not be ſolicitous, on our” 
own account merely, to en the | chi 255 "which a 


— a og: 178 * us. ok 3; 


Bob, Ing 2 privy to thei 
he poke to their ſecret { Tires, while he proved 
tdeir objections to be moſt fooliſh and profane. Hs 
5 that Satan would never N his 6Wn in⸗ 
or diſpoſleſs'himfelf; for a conduct | 
Bo mg ol Mg 12915 5 Fingds | 
on the ſame gro em antail : 
PR e Golb: 24. 00 Sins > He Aa 3 | 
e ladverſfe ve of the Devi ts influence in 1 the 
world, mut be From heaven. c alleged, that, is 


82 DS of 9 0 5 ee to it ove 
Jemons rit t ht not to al- 
Ha ee io "any er "ele, n Weir 


— 


N . 


* 
1 - 
own . 
* 
- 


253 Fee e kim; fare 


own principles he convicted them of the moſt 


_ by me e their own adherents 


. - contended, that, a divine agency in what 
; i ud pry ee e ame that he was * 


| 21% to ſolic 
| turbed dominion, was now in various inſtances de- 
EU 4 choſe, hom we 145 ha Ro 
| For and e 
55 the works of the Deyil, could not be his confederate, 


ö 2 which he had inſtituted againſt the prince af 
85 K nee roquited to declare thews 
| ſelves either on one fide or the other. The fame 


: explicit 
manner, to eſpouſe his cauſe with cordiality, and 
| (upport it with our utmoſt vigour. . On which fide 


_ penlably req te, chat every man ſhew himſelf, de- 
A 24 aneh, for 5 off and againſt the other 


Fe ſormly without 3 ; and univerſally, without 


& 
a * % 


* : * 
- % ” 
- . * 
- * 


238 f runs r 


d ugjuſt judgment, in not allowing thoſe 
poſſeffions, ris he had effected, to proceed from 
the Holy n 

ut he 


che kingdom of God among them; 
theiefore. that inſtead of fooliſhly and tals 
ent at he, they ought with profound hu- 
a place in that kingdom. The fact 
was, that Satan, who had Tong maintained an undi 


N. „ of at fade Wy the foe 
wer, of Jeſus. © The inference, 
ive, that he, who © deſtroged 


was clear and 


Our Lord proceeded to warn them, that it wa 
| impo Mble Pr them to obſerve a. neutrality in that 


warfare is fill carried on, and it holds good to thi 


that gathereth not with him, ſcattereth 
abroad.” He commands us, in the moſt 


2 do we ſtand? Here are Rs Leuders, of oppd⸗ 
W N to be reconciled; and it is indi- 


Have we entered into the ſervice of Jeſus? Are we 
* with him; ſineerely without difimulation ; un- 


ſatis- 


* are 
N _, fo 


l * 


15 


of 


w 


— 


that o not ſet themſelyes-in an —_— 7 
ares 55 and 1 Y 
not the or who pr 
boaſt of your 01 and liberality; and, beca = 
you are not open enemies, you preſume upon being 
2xccounted his friends. But you are moſt wer tha 
deluded. ;. Y our indifference about his cauſe, he con- 
ſiders as a marked contempt of him: and therefore 
thanks you not, merely becauſe you abſtain fr 
hoſtilities; but, while you, refuſe to * yourſely 
I n deing in che intere 

his gr nen * 
e io theſe proud. and thalevolen 
cavillers a confirmed hatred of him, warned them ſti 
further of their r daring to > aſcribe to Satan 
% what effected only by the. divine 

irit. * He declared, that, while the Goſpel: offers 
a full and free forgiveneſs of « all manner of ſin and 
my,” one offence is excepted, and that © the 


EST RR TT. SATASMP 


7 


Bien. unto men. 

This is a moſt tremendous aſſertion ideen. 
e GENT A 8 fear and circumſpection in us 
ware, that we do not even approach 
N ſhould we imitate the PR 

a, of holy, who who. deny or ridicule the opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt k is fix better to Tho . 
at a diſtance from it, than to, underſtand exaQly be 
323 nature and preciſe limits of it. But it may 
proper to enquire, of what kind the offence is, of 
which ſuch awful, things are ſpoken. Many painful 
apprehenſions are entertained by perſons of a tender 


therefore, by the divine decree, were abſolutely and 
for ever excluded from mercy. But ſo far, 2 
we may confidently affirm, 1 at thoſe who are 

op with the Yread of it, are eaſt in danger of 
e r * 


KFA FAE rA 


, | 3 9 
* , * * " 
2 „ 2 . ; 1 


meu CHRIST» e 239 


: From ; 


emy againſt th Holy een. not be for- . 


conſcience, as if they had cry committed-it, and 
v 


\ compariſhn ofthe ferent p 

where the fin 1 it a 

F on of the 8 
And ſinee there is no other remedy for out fallen ftate, 
Vd mall complain, after their own deliberate refuly 
of it, that the coneg uences are ſo terrible? Yet this 
Js not all: it is cn pit nb oppoſition tg 

e The Phatiſees, to whom ourLorj 


rlecuted and calumniated him, as a0. 
| ne tf Tre of Satan. But che molt deci 
| ay, hob "him is hot, of itſelf, unpardonable, 
o have made "an. and fur us reſiſtance to 
8 hare fourid metey. Saint Paul himſelf had once 
beets a and a perſecutor; and jt is pro» 
4 "who had © 7 the Lord d 
; "rr of the ve ry om 
TY Shs hey med. But they ſinned 5.70 
: bete ſpecified, is committed inſt N. 
. "evidence an and conviction of che trugh. ne Joy 
upon andther had been wrought in the 1 « of thole, 
ho continued to revile our Fords 94 pr Gab ho 
ed in r nance to, the full perſuaſion 
own e ks ky it 23 ſup e that Jely 
of to the umptuqus ↄppo- 
rs, but to fuch as ſhould witneſs” the.extraordir 
ion of the Holy Ghoſt upan the Apoltles, and 
we then aſcribe his operations to. the influence. 
1 2 8 Nut the Goſpel, as a baſe and ,impiou 
ertain it js, that none can poſſibly come 
Na the-condemnation here denounced, Who have 
+ "Rot had clear information, the moſt decifiye teſt- 
- ; moby, and deep 'imprefſions of religion upon thei 
hearts; and who Yo not, in dehance of all, put an 
"from them. the falvation of God, with a blaſphemow 
© contempt. Such is the deſcrip ption given 7 the ug- 


rere eg, 8 


8 It mould, Kill, * be re- 
9 INS wha 


0 5 


dieses CHRIST... 4 
marked, that “ backſliding, though attended with 
circumſtances of mm aggravation, may obtain 
forgiveneſs with (x6d, and that then only we may 
fear, it is the black offence, to which remiſſion 1s 
denied, when it involves in it a malicious and con- 
firmed oppoſition to the truth. For it ſhould care- 
fully be noted, that it is never followed by contritign 
or godly forrow, but always accompanied with an 
untelenting obduracy of mind. The apoſtate, whoſe . 
caſe is rate, cannot be unto Tepent- 
ance.” -. Thoſe, therefore, who feel a tenderneſs of 
conſcience, and a real compunction of heart for the 
ile they have contracted, and who ſeek deliverance 
by the blood. of Jeſus, afford the ſtrongeſt evidence, - 
that the fin, here ſpoken of, is not chargeable. to their 
account, however they may be oppreſſed by the 
painful apprehenſion. . After all, any, other tranſ- * 
greflion againſt God, if perſevered in, will be fatal 
and damnable to the foul ; and Jeb in eyery inſtance, 
ſorgiveneſs is in this life promiſęg and granted to the 
bumble and believing penitent.  . _ 5 
But why, it may be aſked, was this ſevere admo- — 
nition addreſſed to th. Phariſees? Had they caſt off 
all regard to religion? No: but their dees were 
hypocritical, as their words and actions clearly proved. 
eſus, therefore, exhorted them to a conſiſtency of 
conduct, either in one way or another, by giving up '-. 
themſelyes' to God ſincerely and without reſerve, or 
elſe by throwing off their pretences to piety, and ap- 
pearing openly-and avowedly wicked; that ſo the fruit 
might accord: with the nature of the tree v. They 
uttered blaſphemous expreſſions, from which he 
proceeded to. convict them of their guilt and danger. 
He affirmed, that they had ſpoken agreeably tg their 
inward diſpoſitions, and that the ſource of all fooliſh - 
and profane converſation lies in a depraved and uncon- 
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dir, were of little conſequence, he warned them, that 
| | God would foon eall hem to Judgment; not only for 

their dating and impious affertions, but for. all hep 
Vain and idle talk, and that their common. diſcourſe 
Would be addiicet as an evidence of the Rate of their 
mins, either to their acquittal er eo their 'condews 

75 nation. 


- 
ä 
„ ; A » 
N ' * * 
* 5 1 & * r \ vw F# 
| 5 OW 


; 4 15 


verted heart. Left this: Nioultt be made light of u 
no more than a mere breathe 


And do'theſethitigs concern tre bet the ancient 
7 Shall not w alſo be tried for the words 


- Wok 1 eee ned accord- 
Ang io chte atteſtation which they liver? Ye! 
who ay Fry the tendency. of his eue 


endeavours fo to order it, that he may not be aſhamel 


. yo 66 give acc account thereof in the day of judgment?” 


tt gut of the abundance of the heart the mouth 


| Fpeakerb,” how ſhall we ſtand the teft; or what wil 
dur pews, tempers and paſſions appear to have 


Do not the mouths of many among us utter 


2 blaſphemy ;. and others delight in expreſſions of lewd- 
| _ neſs, Nang, and revilin 1 
© "conform; to the ee rule? © Let no cormypt 


Where are thoſe, who 


communication proceed out of your mouth, but that 
Which is good, to the uſe of edifying, that it may 
miniſter grace unto. the hearers “.“ Is 1 qigens 
the moſt eminent believers as ſpiritual and hear 


2s might be expected from their high character? 
let us pray, © Set a, watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth; keep the door of m lips; 

. de acceptable i in thy light, 1 * 


and let ay we 


Did the ſolemn warning, then, convince or ſilente 


Jt the Phariſees? No: they perceived that he claimbd 


- a digucy, which they were unwilling to acknowledge, 
BE urid therefore they complained of the want of evidence, 
; 3 further ſign, perhaps * 
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viſible-difplay-of his divine glory, or an, appearance , 
— heaven, which ſhould carry abſolute demonſira- ® 
tion with it. How prepoſterous was this Shall 
proud and obdurate, ſinners preſcribe to God, by what- 
particular kind or degree of teſtimony he-ſhall;con-. 
zem bis own revelations to them? Jeſus; therefore, 25% 
declared, that no other. ſort of atteſtation ſhould bs 
granted, till his own reſurrection, which, he foretold, . — - 
would. happen on the third day from. his death, agree» 
ably to its typical reſemblance in Jonah's miraculous , - 
deliverance. He reptoved them for their obſtinate 1 
impenitence and unbelief, and threatened them with 0 
the moſt aggravated puniſhment, inaſmuch as they had . 
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, or deſpiſed himy though the Ninevites had repented at the 

med preaching) of Jonah, who was in every reſpect infe- . 

nt!“ rior to him. He referred. them, alſo, to the Queen _ 

outh of 8 er got out th 22 1 atry, 

will with; much pains / and expenſe, that ſhe might Ft 

have 1 the wiſdom of Solomon, while they had ſhewn - 
utter the utmoſt contempt. and hatred. of him, who was in- 

Wo | conceivably greater than Solomon; and he warned 
who mp O_o ore. 
that Are we ſatisfied with the proofs, brought in favour 

may of che Goſpel? Nothing, indeed, but a proud or ſen- 


A? 
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{ual diſpoſition will lead us to object to their ſuffici- 

eney. Many in our own day, like the unbelievers of 

old, call for additional and ſtronger evidence, and 
preſumptuouſly refuſe to examine that, which is al- 
ready-propoſed to- them. But the Lord God is not 

at theit command y nor will he model his diſpenſations | 
reg 24 wy wiſhes... O wag inrighte-  - 
ous judgment for your , arrogance, he leave you to 
— « Light is come into dhe world 1 and, x. 

if your eyes have not diſcerned” its excellency, he 
talon is, 8 « loved darkneſs rather than 
light:” and your: final conde:nnation/ will be much 
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Better things might have been expectei from mam 
dpf our Lord's captious hearers, who had once diſco. 


vered a hopeful diſpoſition. The kingdom of Satay 
ſeemed to be ſhaken amongſt them; but they fel 
1 back again to their former condition of ſubjection ty 
: dim, and gave him 'a more entire aſcendancy over 
them: and therefore 'Jeſus foretold, that their © f 
| Nate would be worſe than the firſt.” On this ocaa. 
fion he delivered the parable of the relapſing demo- 
niac. The evil ſpirit may depart for a time, as if he 
bad quitted his hold of the poor enſlaved ſinner, and 
pet may return to his poſſefſion. The door bei 
| open, the heart prepared to comply with his ſug 
| . Hons, and no contrary principle forbidding his ad- 
' miſſion, he will enter with greater ſtrength, and lead 
the captive ſoul, with increaſing obduracy, from one 
N of wickedneſs to another.. 
This deſcribes à common caſe. Many are deeply 
affected by the faithful and lively preaching of the 
| "Goſpel; and a temporary reformation takes place 
wich them, Their attention may be rouſed, their 
: paſſions moved, and eſpecially their fears alarmed by 
the ſtriking addreſſes of ſome plain practical preacher; 
and then cannot continue in the ſame vain and 
| _ Knful habits as before. Like Herod, who © heard 
John the Baptift gladly, and did many things,“ they 
may expreſs a warm approbation of the miniſter, and 
. amend their conduct, at leaſt in certain enormities; 
# _ . *Þ that it may ſeem as if the evil ſpirit was expelled. 
But they reft in a mere external change, and fail of 
real converſion of the heart; and therefore Satan, 
ho may have withdrawn his influence for a time, 
may obtain a free admiffion again. The habitation 
is made ready for his reception; and he will retum 
' _ . _ with ſeven-fold force. How terrible the conſequence! 
A relaple is often more to be dreaded than * 
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Ack of a diſorder, „ Evil men and ſeducers wax , - 
worſe and worſe : © the latter end is worſe with _ 
them than the beginning .“ Let us, therefore, 


implore the God of all grace, ſo to drive out the 
prince of darkneſs, that he himſelf may take full and 


everlaſting poſſeſſion of our ſouls, and nothing be 

« able to K us from the love of God, which is 

in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 3 5 „ 
In this awful manner Jeſus continued to preach the 

word, with unſhaken fortitude and unwearied pati» 

ence; expoſing himſelf to the malevolence of his ene= 

mies by his pointed reproofs, and exhauſting his bo- 

dily ſtrength by his inceſſant labours. While be was 

thus employed, a certain woman, impreſſed. by his ex- 

hortations, exclaimed, as if in envious.admiratipn of 

the happineſs of her, who was favoured with ſuch a 

Son: but he replied, that a far greater privilege is $ 

conferred on thuſe, who believe and obey the Gaſpel, 

His pious mother, together with ſome of his near re» 1 


8 Le 


9 anger 


eply lations, ſtood at a diftance, anxious. for/-his ſafety, 

the and, probably through an apprehenſion of danger, 77 
Jace wiſhed to call him away; but they were prevented  * 7 
their WY from approaching him by the crowds, which ſur- 

d by rounded him. It was, therefore, intimated to him, 

her; that they were waiting to ſpeak with him. But he, 


ſtill intent upon bis important work, and to encou- 


"I 


er inge the attendance of his faithful followers, declafed, | 

they that thoſe, who truly received and practiſed his word, | 
* vere much dearer to him, than the neareſt among | 
ties; his earthly connections, 2 ſuch, could po- 
lled. by be. He meant not to flight his mother, or ax 
7 ö * 3 on LIND PR 

rior to all carnal and worldly regar ooking be» _. 

— yond the ties of 3 2 N 
mien mate his diſciples to diligence and perſęvetance in his 
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 _ warmeſt affcQion for chem. 


| forth the Saviour of mankind? The way is here point. 
S wldiqncd:refpott tv 'the Goſpel, obs 


L - . holineſs, as he requires. Are you 


' * -. | many bur'do;-kis wend;! wad che will 
- , his Faber. Are you ſuch? 


177 tices expreſsly contradict his injunAtions? You muſt 


not conteive the ſtrength of his - aF=Aion' nt 
_  How«awple is the recompence he beſtows, for all you 


dos and cheerful exertion, that you may exprels 


, WE 
- | 
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ſervice, he tek . 


- Are any perſons ready to ate the bleſſed 
| Virgin, wh who had the diſtinguiſhed 3 of bringing 


ed out, in which you may obtain a ſuperior dignity,, 


up your whole hearts to God, and walk in oheerſul 
_ obedience to his commands, and you ſhall be happier, 
and dearer to Jeſus, than any natural relation to bim 
could make you.” If you profeſs a peculiar attach- 
ment to bim, and number yourſelves among his fol. 
lowers, we aſh whether you. are — ol walk in 


paying him an unmeaning o as 2 
pleaſe him, to cry, Lord, Lord,“ Kg) agg 
gard not his precepts? But obſerve, that 

nounces his benediction upon thoſe, who not only 


„are you net con- 


ſeious, that ſome or other of your tempers and prac- 


ſearch out, and put away from you; the accurſed 
thing,” which be herd: of eite it were preſumption 
+1 ny” >= to expect his favourable notice. 
Toa, who have . 
out partiality and without hypocriſy,” may take freſh 
f w_ 1 you ate aſſured from his own" mouth, 
| ar you are to him. You are in his account, 
286 2 brother, a ſiſter and. ac mother. Do you 
know, what thoſe tender names imp ly Vet) ou can- 


1 can do or ſuffer in his eee (let u ſenſe of his uns 
merited and extenſive love excite you to more \igo- 


But 
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But let © the fingers in Zion be afraid, and fear- 
fulneſs ſukpriſe the hypocrites.” The eye of Jeſus 
diſcerns your ety; under every ſpecious. diſ- 
guiſe, Which you may aſſume. And in what light do 
ou appear before him? Does be regard you as * a 
rother, a ſiſter, and a mother?” No: he deteſts 


the baſene ſs of your iharater ; and he will avenge 


the inſults, you put upon him; O caſt off the maſk 
of an unſound profeſſion x 'confeſs your iniquity; ſue 
to him for pardon, while he waits to be graciqus; 
and implore the influence. of his Spirit, „to the end 
he may eſtabliſh your bearts unblamable in boliacſs!” | 
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was Crowded wi 


5 { of figs dur for our uſefulneſs depends not on length 


| 5 dtraw him away from the multitude, that he might 


/ attention to ourſelves, let us not plead for indolence, 
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Jeſus . ts he 5 bs and 4 infiraed the mal. 
: titude by the parables of the ſewer —the tares—the 
_ growth of corn — the pa Hes war VB het lea. 
ven in _meal—the treaſure hid in a field—the pearl of 
_ great ha the net e di «and kinds 7 


Abet. 


Tur life, at leaſt the public life, of Jeſus was very 
ſhort, bur, being employed in almoſt conſtant exer. 
_ tions for the * God and the beneſit of men, it 

th important events. If we poſſeſſel 

a larger meaſute of his Fachlrity and zeal, much might 
& done in the contracted period of our exiſtence 


„ but on a diligent improvement of them. 
| friends of Jeſus, we have ſeen, were appre- 

wat that he would impair his ſtrength by his in- 
ceſſant labours; and therefore they vibe lay to 


_ "have ſome intermiſſion. Probably, he yielded to 
| their importunity, and retired: but * the ſame be. 
de appeared again in public, concerned for the 
who came from all parts to hear bis heavenly e. 
trines. It cannot be wrong to pay a prudent regu 
to our health; for religion requires not any 
to which our bodily frame js unequal. But, boa an 
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2 7 © JESUS CHRIST, 

evidently, within our power. May it pleaſe God 
my ſhed 5 his love in our — by the Holy 
Ghoſt,” that his work may ever be our delight! 
Then ſhall we lament, that our ſphere of uſefulneſs is 
ſo confined, and that our beſt exertions bear no pro- 
portion to the extent of our deſires, 
No ſooner did Jeſus quit the houſe, to which be 
had withdrawn, than immenſe numbers ſurrounded 
him, as before d. Being ſituated near the ſea, for 
the better convenience of delivering his inſtructions 
he entered into a ſhip, from which he addreſſed the 
e, who ſtood upon the ſhore in a ſerious and re- 


manner to hear him. He ſpake to them by 


parables, that is, by certain likeneſſes or repreſenta» 


tions, taken from the ordinary occurrences of life, in 
which, while a common hiftory ſeems to be related, 
ſome ſpiritual information is meant to be conveyed. 
This method of teaching was frequent among the 
ancients; and it is happily calculated to ſtrike the 
mind, and leave a laſfing impreſſion upon the me- 
mory- He propoſed to the conſideration of the au- 
dience, then aſſembled before him, various ſimilitudes 
of this kind, all of them tending to ſhew the nature 
of his kingdom upon earth, the character of its true 
- eg its gradual augmentation, and its invaluable 


8. — 98 1 4's 
The parable of the ſower ſtands firſt in order. 
Here an attentive and diligent huſbandman is exhi- 
dited, in the cultivation of an extenſive field. Deſi- 
rous of procuring a large increaſe, he took-care that 
good ſeed ſhould be ſown upon every part of it: but, 
3 it conſiſted of different ſorts of ſoil, the effect was 
different. In one place, where the ground was 
as a beaten path, the feed could not enter; and, 
u it lay expoſed, it was either deſtroyed by the feat 
of paſſengers, or devoured by the birds. Another 


| ® Mut, ail. 8g. Mark iv, 124, Luke vill, b. 
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| place afforded a promiſing. -appearance for à ſhhrt time: 
the ground was rocky being covered only with a thin 


Coat of earth and this for a while gave nouriſhment 
d the grain, which was caſt upon itz but, having 
no: depth, it cauld not defend the root from the 
| Rorcking ſun; and therefore the whole of the pro. 
dauce ſoon withered away: A third ſituation proved 
. unfavourable n the good feed; for the thorns, which 
E gere there, checked the efforts of the riſing cam 
and effectually prevented ĩt from rays to maturity, 
Was, therefore, all the labour there was 
3 one portion of the field which anſwered the expecta 
ions of the owner; for it 28 forth a plentiſib 
inereaſe, though in various ees, which gradually 
ripened till — then: gather 
15 into the barn; 

At the conduſion-of this: little narration, Jeſus . 
quired his audiekce to ſix their attention upon it, ims 
hinge that truths of great importance were centaine 
in it. He proclaimed aloud, „He that hath ears ws 
ings let him heat; which intimated,” that . foo 
85 underſtand and regard the inſtruion, whilk 

it would de totally loſt upon others. 
But wherefore: did he uſe ſuch a ſtudied chte 
in his preaching? His verydiſciples ſeemed unable i 
account for it, and therefore -afterwards put the 
tion to him in private, ſpeakeſt thou unt 
tem in parables?” and beſcu him to explain n 
- 4efign. This gave. him cons, wb to. vindicate that 
| liar manner of teaching. - A parable will read 
8 7 1 who are ſeriouſly diſpok 
- - and defirous' of ' uſeful information; but to others if 
may appear ta have no meaning or none of any cc 
5 . This, he obſerved, was intended in ju 


nt againſt thoſe, who had deſpiſed his plain 

o. He teplied to his diſciples, to the fe 

_ lowing effect: © The myſteries of the kingdon 
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eaſed unto you, my beloved friends. „„ 
method is ble to to the righteous 7 conn of 164M 
God, who diſpenſes. his favours to ja ovens 3 
their temper and improvement. Ss, therefore, N 
ho have e to ee on the ronge 
„ nd contemptuouſly rejected all the off 
ſhall be given up to à Judicial Mlindiel 
20d +; A pod ſo that, how long ſoever they may be 
ſpared under means and ordinances, they never will! 
be brought to à true and ſpiritual underſtanding of ' 
the Goſpel. How great, chen, is your bleſledaeſs, 4 
who have obtained à divine illumination, whereby _ 
you will perceive. the doQrines, Which I deliver, and © . 
ſeet their powerful influence upon your minds! Von 
are ditinguilhed above the moſt eminent ſaints of - - 
old, who ſaw but through a glaſs darkly, and looked _ 
forwards; with ardent defires, to the advantages 3 
privileges, which you now enjoy.” 2 
. was · the purport of out Lord's interelting 50. . 
$ to his diſciples: and a en warning it 7 5 | 
1 to us. We muſt render an account to God, | 
the religious opportunities, with which we 5 5 
youred. . He hath ſent to us the Goſpel of his Son, + 
and He will ſhortly enquire, What opeprign we have 
given jt. Are there none among us, who will not 
even examine it with ſeriouſneſs, rs, like the Pha- z 
flees, diſdainfully put away the truth from them? No 
wonder, then, that to you, who are of this character, 
ri the dotrines of Jeſus appear obſcure or inconſiſtent.  - 
O be Die dt; while you ſhut your eyes and ſtop 
** od determine in his wrath, that they ne- TH 
7 all be opened! The day of grace may be ex“ 
pired, with reſpect to ſome, even Spie 89 are ſuf- 
oh to 15 1 earth. O liſten to thoſe, w⁰ 
« that ye receive not the grack God _ "21 
+ 587/508 — Bebel now is the accepted tine * 2 
Ku, now b the day of alvation $1" of . 
2 or. vi. * 
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caution is inculcated in N 
Fl us. That we may enter more fully into the 

e let us advert to our Lord's explanation. 
| Jeſus is & the Omer” who by himſelf and his mini- 
ters ſcatters abroad the good ſeed of his word. But 
| alas! the moſt excellent inſtruction does not always 
produce the deſired influence: in numerous inſtances - 


it is rendered unfruitful. Through h various cauſes 
men are vented from receivin real advan 

du it, which it is calculated o efecl cau 
exiſt in the men themſelves. 
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Some are hard and impenetrable as the . on 
which the 'y veals ; fitly compared, therefore, to © the 
give na ſerious attention to the 
| momentous Fd which they hear, nor take any + 
to underſtand them. Upon theſe, then, no good 
preflion is made: the word preached to them is 
1 forgotten and loſt: they do not even reſiſt the 
attempts of Satan, wha is hovering about them, like 
a devouring bird, and who, to fruſtrate the defign of 
| the Goſpel, will artfully contrive to divert their minds 
from it, by propoſing ſubjedts more phraſing -to their 

..carnal nature. 

- But others are affected with the declarations of 


the Golpel.. So far the ſeed is admitted, as their paſ- 
_ are moved by the things, which are ſpoken to 
* liſten with avidity, form the beſt reſo- 
Wen nd diſcover an ardent zeal for religion. But 
alas! like the rocky ground, they haye no depth; 
and therefore their convictions are haſty and ſuperh- 
cial, not being able to penetrate their hearts. Their 
profeflions may be warm, and excite notice and ad- 
mitation: but the trying ſeaſon is at hand, in which 
© their fine appearances will wither away. 
Troubles, 'like the ſcorching ſun, will prove, that 
their principles have not taken firm root within, as 


have ot influence en to them. 
n * n, A ird 


", 
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A chird fort may alſo promiſe fair, and 1 
 ſhew of piety for a length of time. The corn fprings © - 
ups . 7 7 1855 
ther. Let it does not thrive; for | 
and choke it. Ah! how many conſtantly 


itful 
W excel- - 
fruit to maturity, and ſome in an eminent degree. 
Their ſincerity is proved by their perſeverance in 
holineſs. They endure wo for they ſtand 
both the winter's cold, and the ſummer's heat, and 
go on unto perſectimn. 15 
an we avoid making the application? If we are 
favoured with the preaching of © the everlaſting Goſ- 
and conſtantly attend upon it, let us enquire, 
- What is the effect produced? Do we ſeriouſly medi- 
tate on what we hear? Is any deep and laſting im- 


A” Col. i. 10. ; 


* 


. 
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| upon our minds? Are any fpiritual 
Fs wands. che and habits formed? 15 5 re- 
| = ſuch, as: will carry. us through temptations and 
| ions? Is it ſuch, as-renders us ſuperior to the 
icitations of the fleſh, and the allurements of the 
world? Do ncne of theſe s take up that time 
and thought, which ſhould. be bo to the care of 
 - the ſoul? And are we not, rde in a lean 
and barten ſtate, notwithſtanding tbe faithful ad- 
miniſtration of the facred ordinances around us? If 
a only recgixe real advantage from the Goſpel, 
are fo affected by it, as to bring forth the ſub- 
ſtantial fruits of holineſs, do we come under that de- 
ſcription?. Or what is. the profit, which has accrued 
from, our profeſſion ? 
2 Saviour ſubjoined a moſt ſolemn caution, re- 
ag his diſciples, that divine I; ight was commu- 


; Wi to them for the benefit 0 others, and that 
| 5 ſhould make a improvement of the inſtruc- 


. | tions delivered'to em, by recommending the ſame 
important truths to the World around them. And 
„ t not we, alſo, to conſider, for what intent our 
: 1 poivileges are beſtowed upon us? Do we 
- - thine, in our reſpective places, as © lights of the, 
. ad, den defirous to impart knowledge to them, Who 
are in darkneſs ?- It ſhould be remembered, however, 
dat, if our diſtinguiſhed favours are not turned to 
ſiome uſcful. account, we may not only be ſoon de- 
7% ou a but ſhall be ſeverely Cnc for - 
| ne 2 | 
8 i On the fame occaſion, it mould ſeem, our Lord 
© + _ faliveredithe parable. of the tares ®, Here again a 
eommon Kory is related, for the purpoſe of commu- 
nicating ſpiritual information. A field was ſown. with 
, > * © good which, from its favqurable growth, pro- 
wmiſed a increaſe. But, — 
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ſervants, to-whom it was committed,:tares were ſcat- 
tered among the wheat. The injury was not diſcos 


vered; till the fruit of the corn appeared; and then it 


was propoſed to root up the noxious which ob- 
fruthed 


the ripening of che crop. The maſter, how. = 


evet, rejected that ſeheme, as being attended with 


| manding any, that in the time of. harveſt they mould 
be carefully ſeparated, and conſumed by fire; while. the 


good grain ſhould be collected and ſecured in the 


J öÜ—.ÿn 8 
What inſtruction, then, does this narrative con- 


vey? The diſciples, did not at firſt perceive it, and 


therefore. afterwards, hen Jeſus, retired, they re. 


ſome danger, and allowed the tares to n | 


queſted him to explain it. In condeſcenſion to their 


enquiries, he gave. a clear and minute interpretation; 
from which we learn; that the parahle remeſents the 


preſent ſtate of his kingdom or the viſible. church, as | 
it conſiſts of.a mixed company, hypocritical-pretend»s 
ers as well as real believers. Thele mayinot.always 

be diſtinguiſhable from each other, and tor wiſe pur- 


poſas may be- ſuffered to continue in the farhe- reli» 
| 8 The latter only are © the. chil. 


eſus; for He it is, who ſows. 


b 


| field. The former are cc the children of the wicked 


one, being induced by his influence to put on the 
ſemblance of piety; whilſt yet they bear his:likeneſs,” 


cheerfully. comply with his temptations, and do his 


times wiſh a ſeparation to be made, that the ſaints. of 
God might be no longer © vexed with the hlthy con- 
verſation of the wicked,” But it is otherwiſe ap- 
pointed: We muft wait for that event till the end 
& the world, the great harveſt; and then, how ac- 


Py . 
- * . 
* ” - 
s 
. 


dren of the kingdom,” entitled £9 ts bleſſings; and | 7 
poſſeſs their high privileges mer the grace 
of | the wood feed 19 his ; 


» > 


work. In the raſbnefs, of our zeal, we might ſome- 


, the A 


| | tion of the ungod 
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curate will be the diſtinRion of characters, how wide 
the difference between them! The reape 
3 of God, cannot err in the awful diviſion, 
Which ſhall make, or appoint any individual to 
- an improper place. Every tare ſhall be burned with 
fire: every grain of wheat ſhall be ſafely lodged in 
' the heavenly garner. How tremendous the deſtruc. 
ly in that “ furnace of fire, where 
hall be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth!” How excel- 
lent the glory, into which the righteous ſhall enter, 
where they © ſhall ſhine forth as the fun, in the king- 
dom of their Father? 
Maj Godexcite in us © great ſearchings of heart!” 
What is our preſent character? What our future 
prof ? We are fixed in the outward Church of 


hriſt; but we are not therefore ſecure of an admiſ. 


fon into his bliſsful preſence above. Poſſibly, we 
may wear the garb and rs may not 
any inſincerity in us. But unleſs we are re- 


- newed in righteouſneſs, and “ have our fruit unto 


' holineſs,” our hope is preſumptuous, and our © ex- 
pectation ſhall periſh.” Nor let the impenitent flat- 
ter themſelves, that they ſhall eſcape detection, in the 
midſt of fo immenſe a multitude. Sinuers, be afli 


tat the eye of God perfectly diſcerns you now, and 
' that his hand will find you out hereafter. Whatever 


fair appearances. you may aſſume, or whatever plau- 
 fible excuſes you may frame, His - righteous” judg- 
| e be di 10 | — 

everlaſting puniſhment; but the tighteous into li 
Our Lord alfo delivered, probably to the ſame au- 
dience, various other ſimilitudes, all of them inſtruc- 
tive and important rn. 


1 *© '® Mat. v. 46. e N ö 
+ Mat. zii. 31—33. | 33. Mark iv. 26==34- „ 
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© | He referred them to the grad al ineresſe of corn, 


by the inexplicable principle of vegetation,” as a re- 
v5 838 of the progreſs of his ſpiritual kingdom. 


e ſeed is caſt into the ground, and, without any 


further care of the huſbandman, it riſes inſenſibly, 


and advances by degrees to a ſtate of maturity, when, 
being fully ripe, it is cut down and gathered into the 


rn. Wars . . pe 
The interpretation is obvious. The work of God, 


both in the Church 4s a community, and in the heart 
of each individual believer, is carried on impercep- 
tibly, like the growth of corn, in a way which de- 
pends not on human management, and which we 
cannot explain. The ſeed may appear to periſh in 
the earth, or the blade to ſpring up in a very flow 
manner, while the myſterious proceſs goes fo 

without interruption. Let us riot deſpond, though 
we ſee not the moſt favourable appearances at once; 
nor let us be d we perceive not, after 
b of time, the perfection of grace either in 
ourſelves or others. t us prays the Goſpel 
may ſpread its influence from one kingdom to ano- 
ther, and that we ourſelves may go from ſtrength 


to ſtrength.” We wait for the harveſt: may we all 


R 


be ripening for it} that, when the great 


eaper 
« putteth in the fickle” (as he will at the hour of 
death, with reſpect to every e FO we may 


be received into his celeſtial garner! 


The ſame inſtruction is conveyed to us in the pa 


rable of the grain of muſtard-ſeed. This, though one 
of the leaſt of ſeeds, it is obſerved, in eaſt - 
ern countries a tree ſo large, that the birds might 
build their neſts in its branches. This aſtoniſh- 
ing increaſe exhibits the mighty power of God in 
his providence; and equally iuſtrious is the diſplay 
of his grace, in cauſing his Goſpel to ſpread and 
flouriſh, from the ſmalleſt and moſt contemptible ap- 


A 


pearances, „ 


*4 


.  .. this world ſhall become the kingdonis of our Lord 
ſpect to the eſtabliſhment of divine grace in the heart 
in its beginning, to poſſeſs li 


moe it ſhall thrive and proper, It thall gradually 
. extend its ſhoots, till it occupy every patt of the foul, 


SGur Lord confirmed and illuſtrated this truth, by 
mie parable of the leaven, which he deſcribed as put 
into a large quantity of meal. This, being inconſi 
derable in its bulk, may lie concealed for a time, as 
if it had no effect; but its operation, though ſecret, 

| grees, it will diffuſe is ſavour through the whole 
mae of flour; Juſt ſa, the Goſpel; which was of 

Uittle account in the wog 
ſtate, and, we truſt, it will increaſe. more and more, ;f 
till it reduce all nations to © the obedience of faith.“ 


done a ſtrong nation. The Lord haſten it in his 
time!!“ Nor is the caſe at all different, wherever 

' _ the ſacred influence. of, God's Spirit is put into the 
beat. For a ſeaſon it may not excite notice: much 
weakneſs may ſeem to attend its firſt efforts; ſo that 


part, or ia any remarkable manner. But the opera- 
tion, Which is accompanied with a mighty energy, 


" - " | p 
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all the nations of the world. The progreſs in our 
may ſeem inconſiderable; but we look forwards, 


. 8228 of. all ranks e eee 
day 


| with cheerful hopes, to thoſe glorious times, when 
© the branches of this tree ſhall be ſo enlarged, as to 


reach the: moſt diſtant lands: for © the kingdoms of 
and of his Chriſt ®,” The caſe is ſimilar, with re- 


of every Chriſtian. This holy principle may ſeem, 

a influence, and pro- 
miſe no great improvement. But the plant is under 
the peculiar care of Heaven, and, being watered from 


in which-it has been fixed. 


at firſt, is in a progreflive 


FR n 


IT 


« A little one ſhall become. a thouſand, and a {mall 


the change pre duced may not ſhew itſelf in every 


— 


wil i 
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mens cuner?” 299 


N . 


vill be effectual in _—_ It will be felt in every 
faculty and: member, in a complete aſeendaney 
| — whole man. Such is the uſual advancement 
of religion in the ſoullll.. 
Is this, what we are acquainted with, in our o.] n 
particular ſtate? It may be proper to encourage any 
favourable appearances, any feeble attempts to ſerve 
God in ſpirit and in truth,” For who hath de- 
ſpiſed the day of ſmall things *? Yet we are taught 
to expect a gradual pro ; and therefore we ſhould 
uire, Are we growing in grace Do we inereaſt 
in ſdiricusl light and vigour, and become more and * 
more canfirmed in holy principles and habits Doubt--- 
leſs, we ſhould feel an ardent deſire, that the Goſpel 
may extend its influence from houſe to houſe, and 
from town to town, in every nation, till it reach the 
remoteſt curners of the earth. But let us not forget 
ourſelves; nor ceaſe to lift up our prayer, that, pro- 
ſeſſing the truth of God, we may ſeeh more of the ef- 
ficacy of our on principles, and be gradually tranfs 
ſormed into the divine likeneſs . from glory to glo- 
ry.” May the ſanctifying energy of our religion dif- Sf 
fuſe itſelf throughout all our faculties and bring orf _ 
aſſecti ons, words, and actions into ſubjectiom under 73 


the! government of Ohriſt TDP 07 119% 
C. Thus Jeſus continued to-deſcribe the nature of his 


kingdom by figurative illuſtrations- This method 
of teaching, indeed, has ſomething! of obſcurity in 

it and that obſcurity was intended: for many af - 
his audience could not bear a more clear 'andavowed 
declaration, ſo that he might have: hazarded his life, 1 
by ſpeabing more: explicitiy. Beſidee, in 3 „ 
way of delivering his inſtructions by parables; he 8 
accommodated: himſelf to an ancient ſoripture, which 

is therefore faid-to-be fulfilled in him 
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lated to give direction and enco ment to his diſ. 
Ciples. - The Goſpel may fitly be compared to an 
immenſe treaſure; it is an inexhauſtible mine of ſpi- 
ritual riches. This may be repreſented as “ hid in 


. afield?” the valuable ſubſtance, not being expoſed 


on the ſurface, may eſcape the notice of careleſs ob- 
ſervers,” nor- can it be explored without much pains, 
Men of carnal diſpofitions are not aware, how many 
and precious bleflings are compriſed in that ſalvation, 
which they neglect and deſpiſe. But thoſe, who per- 
ceive its tranſcendent worth, will ( rejoice as one 
| eat ſpoil *, and gladly relinquiſh 
every other poſſeſſion, if neceſſary, that they may ſe= 
cure it for their own. | Who, then, among us are 
deſirous to purchaſe. this field, which contains ſuch 
inexpreſſible wealth? Alas! do you not betray your 


ignorance of 4 the kingdom of heaven, who eſti- 


mate the Goſpel at ſo low a rate? It would not paſs 


with you for & trifle; as it now does, if you were ac- 
_ | quainted with its hidden treaſure. You would. not 


be reluctant to part with any thing for Chriſt's ſake, 


5 | if you properly underſtood the value of his grace. 


You pour contempt upon him; if you do nat prefer 
2 if you 
all, when they ſtand in com- 


This dio we learn from the parable of the pearl of 
vs | From ner A. merchant, in ſearch of rich commo- 


having diſcovered a pearl of peculiar excel- 
lency, abandoned every other purſuit, and relinquiſhed 
his gains, that he might purchaſe that one jewel. 


| Such is the man, who, Obtains 4 true knowledge of 


Saviour, and becomes a member of his kingdom. 
may be, he has long been in queſt of happineſs, 


and each favourite object appeared to him, for a time, 


| „ Plal. Gir. 362. 5 
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as 4 beautiful gem: but he found continual diſap- | 
i t, till he heard of Jeſus, — ſome- 
thing of his glory, when thing elſe loſt its for- 
— and ſeemed trilling and | in 
compariſon. Then he began to deſire, moſt ardent- i 
ly, the grace of Jeſus, and all his attention upon VP 
one point, being willing to ſuſtain any loſs, and * 
renounce every advantage, for the acquiſition of that 
high prize. Have yeu, then, any _— 
us =_ 


tions of the value of Chriſt, who = 
vice, becauſe it requires ſo many painful ſacrifices? 
Do you apprehend, that you ſhall pay too dear ſor 
his benefits? No, Sirs: this is the pearl of ſo great 
price, that there can be nothing in the whole world 
equivalent to it. Give up intereſt, pleaſures, repu- 
tation, friends, and pr pre. father, mother, bros —_ © 
thers, ſiſters, wife, and children; yet, if Jeſus be 
your's, we will congratulate you on your immenſe 5 
gain. Whatever you loſe, you receive “ unſearch⸗ f 
able and durable riches” in Him; and therefore you I 
may adopt the Apoftle's exultation,- © As having no- * 
thing, and yet poſſeſſing all m_ N | 
But let no man deceive himſelf. It willnot:ſuffice a 
to * name the name of Chriſt, where there is no cor- 
dial attachment to him. And are there. not many 
profeſſors of the Goſpel, who by their formality, 
worldlineſs, or ſenſuality diſgrace the cauſe? Theſe 
weaken, the hands, and diſtreſs the hearts, of faithful 
miniſters.” Yet let us not be ſtaggered, ſince our 
pred has taught us to expect it by the following ſimi- 
He ſubjoined another parable, taken from the pra q- 
tice of fithermen. They caſt their net into the ſea, 4 
which collects various kinds of fiſhes; nor can any 
ſeparation of them be made, till they are brought to 
the ſhore: but then the uſeful are preſerved, and the 


7 . 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
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worthleſs 
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worthleſs: rejeſted.' 80 mixed is the: preſent Rate of 
the Church, and ſuch will be the ſinal diviſion of its 
| members. "Thoſe, ho preach the Goſpel,-go forth, 
til | as itwerevuponthe wide ocean of the world, to throẽ- 
te net, deſfirous of incloſing in it all they can. 
75 Many may accordingly be taken, who may not be 
approved upon an exact ſcrutiny; And ſuch a ſeru- 
tiny will be inſtituted at the end of the world. Who 
enn abide the ſtrict examination? The Angels will 
part the different characters aſunder, however cloſe 
their connection may now be. They, who poſſeſs 
only the ſorm of godlineſs, ſhall then be for ever 
excluded from the ſociety of the ſalms, among 
whom were numbered here; and their portien 


5 hall be them in the furnace of fire, where 

mey ſhall for ever ail their ſin and folly, and 

4 analh their teeth through the extremity of horror, 
angui and F 


| Galen: and alarming were the addreſſes of Je- 
ſus. And if his ſervants: in the Goſpel muſt endea - 
vour to ſpeak, as he did, they muſt remind their | 
hearers of the important diſtinction, which: ſubliſts | 
between them, and thus, even now, by faithful ad- 
mionitians take forth the precious from the vile *.“ | 
Their work is difficult,” and often painful. How ne- * 
ceſſary is it ſor them to be well acquainted with the a 
religion, which they teach Let them attend, then, 
* queſtion, which Jeſus propoſed to his diſcples: 
„Have ye underſtood all - theſe” things? Let them 
_ conſider, too, what improvement ſhould be made. 
The ſcribes, who are . inſt ructed unto the kingdom 
of heaven,” or properly qualified to declare its myſte- 
- ries, reſemble the houſholder, who has a large family 
to provide for. They ſhould, therefore, treaſure up 
euvety uſeful obſervation, that they may always be 
able to communicate ſomething from their. ſtock, for 
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the ſervice of the family. While they are concerned 
for their own ſupport, they muſt employ their fund, - 
whatever. it-may be, for the benefit of thoſe commit- 
ted to them, . giving them their portion of meat in 
de Rn. To HS eo RD . 
Let prayer be offered to God without ceaſing, both 


; for them who preach, and them who hear, the Goſ- 
} |; that the former may diſpenſe the word with all 
| Edel, and the latter receive it with meekneſs. Let 
t us thankfully accept the ſalutary proviſions, which the _ 
great Lord of the houſhold has here ſet before us, 
[ and feed upon them to our ſpiritual nouriſhment. 
5 May we be led to try our own characters, and be | 
n alarmed or comforted, as our caſe may render moſt . -- 
e expedient! May God in mercy prevent us from being 
d deceived to our eternal ruin: and & if in any thing 
h we be otherwiſe minded,“ than we ought to be, maß 
he © reveal even this uato us“ Amen, Oo 
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Fiaſus replied to ſome who profeſſed a regard to him ap- 
Pieaſed a-ftorm on the ſea—cured two poſſeſſed perſons 
1 rejefted by the Gadarenes—returned to Galilee— 
. . healed a woman of her bloody 2 Fairus's | 
daughter to life—gave fight to two blind men—ex- | 
{ pelled a demon—preached again at Nazareth, and in 
© various other places. _ Forint # 


n 


1 N . . " 3 . "4 N 
Look ix unto Jeſus” is not only the bounden 
| duty, but the high privilege, of the real Chriſtian; 
| and therefore it- will be his daily and delightful em- 
| ployment. Let us not be weary of contemplating 
| our divine exemplar. Much we have yet to learn, 
| ſimnce we have hitherto ſeen but little, in compariſon, 
| wh of his excellency. As we attend him through the 
1 exerciſe of his public miniſtry, we ſhall obſerve him 
in almoſt every place confirming his heavenly doctrines 
by inconteſtable miracles; thus affording the ftrong- 
44 that he was indeed © the Chriſt, the 


1 * 1 


Saviour of the world.“ | 
Ing the evening of the very ſame day, on which he 
had been teaching the people by parables, he propoſed 
to his diſciples to paſs over the fea, or the lake of 


| 
| 
| 
. 
5 RE Genneſareth *,. As they prepared to take ſhip a cer 
| 
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win perſon, andy it ſhould nd 2 man of ſome | 
being a Scribe, came to Jeſus profeſſing a high 22 

for him, and a fixed determination to continue with | 
3 of his {tated followers. The appearance 
oaling and hopeful: ſo that we might have 
_ concluded. him to be à real convert... But 
Jeſus, $4 4p „knew what. was in man,” diſcovered 
an inſincerity of heart under this fair diſguiſe. - The 
Scribe, 1 expected ſome very lueratiye or 
honourable poſt; as it was generally thought, that NY 
the Meffiah would eſtabliſh a temporal dominion. | | 
| 
| 


+ | Jeſus, however, warned him, that no worldly emolu- 
1 ments were to be looked for from the ſervice of ſo 
* poor and deſpiſed a Maſter. “ The foxes,” faid he, 
d « have holes, and the birds of the air have neſts; but 2 
5 the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” - 
” How aſtoniſhing the declaration! How abj ject and 
calamitous the ſituation, to which “ the Lord from - E: 
heaven” ſubmitted ! Here, then, we perceive “ the 
en grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that, though he was | 
n; rich, yet for our ſakes, he becam poor, —＋ ff 
n- through his poverty might be rich 5. And 2 
"Ng could his followers expeR, but to be ſharers. of (4-08 
Ty affliction, and therefore to be deſtitute; of all — „ 
n, comforts. and conveniences. © The diſciple is not 
he above his maſter, nor the ſervant above his lord.“ 
im Such an intimation was enough to 8 * reſo- 
des lution of a man, who ſought only ſecular advantages; 
g- and it is probable, that he inſtantly withdre wm. 
the In another we perceive a far leſs regard 9 to _ 
than was due to his high character, 
he rf = oye they feſſed diſciple kg 4. 1 
ſed time. When our Lord him to a ſtated atten- 
of dance, and a renunciation'of-all other employments, + - 


er- the man was diſpoſed to procraſtinate, and therefore, | C 
eee he i « 

* 
e n. . p 


' office be ne 
, to Which! 


| iis | ſetyice, to bury their deceaſed Kindred: but delay 
e through any carnal regard , to enter upok 
ther occaſion. A third e profeſſed a reſolution 


40 wor — a Wavering mind, a deſire to 


bc 


— 
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Err to perform the funeral ſbletinities of hig 

ather. Ie requeſt appeared reaſonable: for reli- 

does not forbid, 5 bh rather etijoin, all due reſpedt 
be ſhewh to friends and relations, But Jeſu 


knowing it to be à mere pretence, or at leaſt a mark 
- of ſome reluctaney to engage in the work of God, 
' Which mighr have been aàugmented by an interview 


With bis connections, demanded an ammedite 
compliance with the call. He replied, „Let the 
dead bu n $0 e reach the 
kingdvm : of God. As if be had ſaid, © Sooner, let 

thin that of the ſacred mini- 
ou art appointed. Leave it; there- 
fore, to thoſe, who being dead to God are unfit for 


proſerute thy important function. 
An example of like fort ocqurred, perhaps on ano. 


Ub become a follower of ſeſus. And what prevented 
tim?; He had certain affairs to ſettle, or friends to 
Ae ſeave of, if not to conſult. 

is might Rem to us expedient and proper. But 
there was a'ſecret unſoundnefs, a wrong attachment 


regüln the thingy, which bad been renounced, as in 
The caſe of Lot's wife. 8 therefore, detect. 
ing dis hypoetify, rephied, '* No man, having put 
is hand © th pou and looking back, is fit ber th 
Kl om I”, 

6 tot ſimilar inſtanees preſent themſelves, under 
vur och obſervation? Do not many © halt between 
iniorns ?” Or e turn to the Lord, not with 
ole Heart, butFeipriedly ??? Their ſupreine af- 
ſeckions are fixed upon preſent objects; and therefore, 
"though wich fair and plauſible words they declare their 
9 of 2 * they wWill "Ou by 


9 Hd, hate compar all 


. ine ne x 
S herbal Hwkd; e | 
too much buſtneſs of another kind, to e atten- 
uon to religion, which is required. Or, 'Our- 
connections are unfavourable to our wiſhes, and we 


etexts bear a ſerious examination? Or will any de- 
{iderately maintain, that — care of the ſoul — 
ſervice of Curiſt may wg Arm. oy ected, till . | 
worldly obfiruRtion be be gon tr you are um 
Ung to contend with difficulties, the Saviour W- 
* and treat gou'as-avowed oppo fert. 
we intend, after a time, do be bis fulthfal 


Pliſhed, we are reſolved to triſſe po longer, but 10 
obey his injunctions with tlie u ardout and with- 
out reſerve.” Ah!] Sirs, will he admit of ſuc un 
anſwer to the ſolemn call of his Goſpel? Herequites 
your ſubmiſſion now; and for you to talk of yielding 
a compliance, only on à future day, is to e 
Fa he world to him. Yo do in fact, cher . 
„ reject him, while you 'ptead for a adeldy, Re 
knows the ground of your 2 and remember, 
he deteſts the double mind, eee ſperious: 4 | 
* it may aſſume. bY of 8 
— —— Nilp; 'pi_d. was 1{Ab 
deep water, a ſevere {term -arofe, awd the | 
ples were diftreiſed by the —— 
deſtruction: for the veſſel ſeemed on che very point 
of ſinking. But where was their 8 
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* 
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Wearied but with the labours of che ing tay, 
he bad fallen aſleep. What? — noren: | 
of the danger of his Haiehful "attendants? 


No: but he deſigned to try the ſtrength of their con- 
fidence in him, and to ſhew their ſcourity under his 
protection. They awoke him, while they cried in 
e anguiſh, 88 1 we periſh.” How 
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cannot detach ourſelves rom them.“ But will weſe 


diſciples ene oh 


268 retieruny enanacrens. 
range, den ſiſtent was this! Will not the 
weakeſt believer allow, that it were impoſlible to 
.periſh, wich Jeſus in the ſhip? But imminent perils | 
1 

by y for own-principles, ove 
2 prov defective in faith, as indeed 2 in — 


The ee 
"which fone of em eres tack Cent Grains ft: ſuth- 


| en einen i. | 
- - hoes | reproved tbem ſharply for their unbelief; 
= [and then, to encourage their unreſerved reliance upar 
him in every future difficulty, and to demonſtrate, that 
all nature was at his command, he aroſe with a 
I culiar majeſty, and ſpake the authoritative word: the 
furious winds inſtantly ceaſed to blow, and the tur- 
; bulent , ſea was calm. Such a grand diſplay of his 
divine power aſtoniſhed them: “ the men mar- 
velled. They ought, indeed, to have recolleQed, 
that be was the God of the whole creation; and 
- this very miracle might have led them to that con- 
Aluſton. O Lord God of hoſts, who is a ſtrong 
| . Lord, like unto thee? Thou ruleſt the raging of the I 
ſen: ben the waves thereof => ſtilleſt 
them But ſo much darkneſs yet remained in 
their minds, that 1 or conſiſtent views 
vs of '< the great myſtery of godlineſs,” and perhaps 
dome of r 0 mon 
than « human being: : 
diſtreſſed Gon of the diſciples is an apt 


Bi NR and of many private Chri- 


| for 2... 


An, in perilous circumſtances. 4 
of the Redeamer's plan to exerciſe and prove our 
1 he conducts us various 

E 2 us his gracious preſence, and, 
3 wee the tempeſtuous ſea of life, in 

| P 


8 Ae oe 


Sen 1 - 5 & 


* 
N 
mn " 
: - 
„2 0 3 
- 


* 5S RPRwwT RASIIGIRAISESS. ASS 


il ſubjected to the malice of infernal 
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ne 
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be is in the veſſel wwith us. If we are bis people, w 


muſt be ſecure; becauſe our ſafety is in him. Let us 
not preſumptuouſſy impeach his wiſdom, faithfuliieſs, ' 
or love, when he ſuffers the ſevereſt ſtorm to ariſe, 
though he ſhould even then ſeem regardleſs of our dan- 


ger. Our buſy fears ſuggeſt ſhall b 
bei, y 5 "gee „ that we ſurely 


and we may be overwhelmed with per- 
plexity and deſpair. His deſign is, that we ſhould ſhew 
an entire and chrerful dependence upon him; but we 


ſoon. betray our unbelief, and treat him, as the diſci= 


ples did. If, then, we can truſt him no longer, than 
while the calm continues, here is our faith? Or, 
« why are we fo fearful ?”” Let us be aſhamed of our 


F 


doubtful and ſuſpicious temper towards him; and, 


adoritg the power and grace of this mighty God and 
— let us learn, with unſhaken a 
repoſe ourſelves and our concerns in his hands. 


- The ſtorm being appeaſed, they arrived in ſafety 


at the country of the Gadarenes, te to Galilee: 
and immediately an dccaſion was offered for the exhi- 
bition of his divine eharacter, which excited general 
attention . There met ow poſſeſſed 
ance » us of "the bow e and 

driven out from ſociety, and incapable of being 
governed or —— 4, circumſtances 2 
this caſe are not to be accot ſor, on any other 


ſuppoſition than that of a real demoniacal influence. 
We here perceive, ingeed, an awful repreſentation of 
the wretchedneſs, in which we d be involved, 


if 


one perſon, X 


was more fierce, and therefore more an 
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785 mass to quit ibeir hold. This they were unwilling”? 
tedo; and yet they were conſtrained! to acknowledge” 
ha . of Jeſus, as the 8on of the moſt 

high and were terrified at his preſence, as 
— before their judge. Being perfectly aware 

of that — of tormeot,. which will: ſhortly be 
18 executed upon them by Chrift himſeth, they requeſted 
ust their fal puniſhment might not be inſlicted be. 

| 4 fere the time, e 

ſent, not to diſmiſs entitely from that country, 
and, probably with a miſchievous and deſtructive in- 
tention, deſired permiſſion” to enter into a numerous 
herd of ſwine! in the neighbourhood. Permiſſion, 
accordingly, was granted, not to gratiſy but confound 
their malice; and — the whole herd, to the 
amount of two thouſand, ruſhed: n eben. 
 violenes and periſhed in the waters. 
© 'Fhis was à remarkable — een 
treated with impious tidicule; but-it to be obs 
£ Rows * anſwer to S8bjections, that, by 
bas demonſtrated: the 

e malevolence of D 


E 


execute — an nn He — libewith his 
boundlels mareꝝ in “ defiraying the works of the 
devil.“ At the ſame time, thoſe, who had kept the 
wing, were july puniſhed by ke lobt of them, for 
their avatice and prefameneſa, as their employment 
and traſfic were illegal. Let us love and praiſe our 
aciqus Redeemer, who has come to deliver us from 
miſersble a bondage, as that of 'the (powers of 
derkneſs, Let us entreat his exertions in our own 
bahalſ, and cxyttar him, ©: Lord, give os not over 
to their — but, > by thy mighty aid, extricate us 
+ ouj-of:their bring e go the glorious I 
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' krveg to be © Gtting at the feet of Jeſus,” i 
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| . en among the inhabitants. Tbey flocked in 
eat multitudes to ſae the Perſon, who had- wrought 


ſtupendous a miracle; and, as if truck with a ſen 
of their guilt, and afraid'of his preſence, leſt be 
woes ſome deſerved judgments upon them, they una · 
pimouſly req equeſted him to * depart out of their 
coaſts.” Little did they underſtand, what they 7 — | 
Shall finners petition, that the Lord of life and gory | 
would leave them to themſelves? How: dreadful m 
be the-confequence | Better be deſtitute of all, both 
fir — ſubſtance, than be deſerted by che 2 
s Vet ſuch is the folly and idity of Bn 
are unwilling to abandon theig | 
"7 worldly advantages, or to be diſturbed. in how 
G practices, however unjuſtifiable; aud, ayes 
* nn New. — miniſters and tha Goſpel 
Chri ſhall be happier without 
1 « Depart from us; for 
op Way of pou wot þ. ways . 5 
How different is the diſpoſition of thoſe, who. bares 
3 true ſpiritual diſcernment! I hey deſire nothing fo 
mach as the preſence of Chriſt, and union wied 
him. Their language is, When, wilt thou come 
unta me O make thine abode with me, and let ma 
remain under thy ſhadow?” The perſons, who had 


been delivered from Satan's influence, were inſtanti 


reſtored to reaſon and comfort; and they were ob- 


impreſſed, 
no doubt, with unſpeakable delight, —— and 
gratitude, ſor the grace beſtowed, upon them. They 
wilhed to accompany him upon his deperture, and ſo- 
licited his permiſGon, © that they tbe with him.“ 
But he intended them to be the inſtruments of uſe. 
fulneſs among the p who were ſo im- 
merſed in ignorance 2 fin. Though ha himſelf de- 
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 inftructions of his mouth, and the 


_ © accompliſh for them. EE, 
pon his crofling the lake again, and returning to 
 * Galilee, multitudes awaited his arrival, and welcomed 


. 1 1 
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|  ferted the country, he determined to leave theſe his 
f 8 there, and therefore ſent them to 
publiſh throughout their neighbourhood, < what great 
Lord had done for them. 
We 


alſo, conſidering ourſelves alone, may wiſh 
be conſtantly fitting at the feet of Jeſus, under the 
| t of his coun · 
tenance. But, for the preſent, he aſſi gned us 
other work, to which we muſt attend. e muſt 


bear our teſtimony for him, in the midſt of a dark 


world, © holding forth the word of life,“ if not by 


public preaching, yet by our private converſation, 


and ſhew in our reſpective places, what great 


things he has done for us.” Where are thoſe, then, 


who have ſuch an evidence to give? What have you 
received at his hands? He yet diſtributes his gifts, and 
works deliverance for men. Have you experjenced 
his power to fave? Are you the monuments of his 
grace? Then commend him to others, and acquaint 
your huſband, wife, parents, or children, What he can 


him with the livelieſt joy. How different is the re- 
ception, which he has' met with in different places! 


Immediately various applications for relief were made 
to him, which afforded freſh evidence of his power 


and compaſſion ®, sg. | 
It has been repeatedly obſerved, that few perſons of 
rank paid any regard to, Jeſus: but diſtreſs will ſome- 
times conftrain' thoſe, who would otherwiſe be moſt 
reluctant, to come to him. Jairus, a ruler of the 
ſynagogue, and therefore of ſome eminence, under 
apprehenfion of loſing his only daughter, about 
"twelve years of age, who appeared in a dying ſtate, 
repreſented her caſe to Jeſus, and, with expreſſions 


» Mat. ix, 18=34. Mak v. 22; Kt. | Luke vill. 47, ke. 
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of proud yrrni or i chai, wa ? 
; entreated his interpoſition. * Our 


cn=w Yy Ws 


ſaid, « 
made thee whole: 


caſe may ſeem. Like this 


no ww r IC 4 AZ. 
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ear 


8 que, and followed him with 


out delay, by an 5 
were os Sim — id, ie 
A circumſtance oceurred by the way, pkg ht 


8 n 
ſuffered exceeding A ux ve yearss 
and had ſpent e upon cians 
without obtaining relief, heard of the 

works of Jeſus, ; and fele = firong! perſuaſion in her 
mind, that he had to heal her. Vet afraid; or 


aſhamed, to deſcribe her ſituation, ſhe came behind 
him, and touched the border of his tin a be- 


lieving tation of a cure. cure was ins 


ſtantly performed; and ſuch was the change produced 


within her, as to convince her of its efficacy. / This 


was entirely concealed from the obſervation” of the 
5 but Jeſus, who was, privy to the whole, 
would have them acquainted with it from her o. m 
mouth. At firſt, through the tremor of her ſpirits, 

and an apprehenſion of being reproved ſor | 
tion, ſhe was unwilling to appear; but, finding it in 
vain IP herſelf mon las m, ſhe 3 e 
and, many tears, the miracle in public, 
Thus he was pleaked to — own ſupernatural 
influence, — her humble and ſor the 
encoura r Ae e but of others, he 
aughter, be of good comfort, Gy:laith bath 

in peace. 
e of much ea n 


Here was an i 


Lich real belief and hereby weis taught; tar Jakis 
has compaſſion on our infirmities, and deſpiſes not 


< the day of fmall- thi 
who have many fears. 


Come unte bim, you, 
ome, however hopeleſs your 

woman, may _ - 
dave ſought relief in vain, diy ar ag 2 
is her you may grow dae e, Th rv 
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_ ave?” oor penguins oo a 


—— cure at his ha hands.” W 
overwhelmed with 


to unge the ſame abſurd charges. 
preſent day, the weak and * 


miracles of Jeſus, that he is * mi 


ho diminution, may 


effectual relief from him? 

After the above-mentioned'6ccurrences, Jeſus re- 
turned to Nazareth, the 
The inhabitants of this city had baſely 


and even attempted fn aun Arras 


another viſit, and 
inftruftions to them in 
fabbath day. 
fon from his pr — 
his words: 8 


eie cnkynd 3 — 


ne. Various jeations were raiſed, chiefly 2 


. Wat i 349 ** Mark G. . 


pos 


rr 
mend their caſes to him, and expect” nnn | 
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0 
5 
, 1 


place of his education 
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45 he low trade, to which be was 
Ex 9 nveſted wi 
| worldly honour, pomp, Janie, and yhinds. 

termined never to receive the man in that exalted 
Character, whom they knew to be deſtitute of all ſuch 
recommendations. 
7h "Op ppoſition of « harder nature is made among our. 
E FO wa The grand doctrines of the Goſpel are often 
3 — are not acceptable to 
8 May, with. men. after -the £ the mighty, or the 

2 _ and the truth of Chriſt is denied, without 
| 1 its warmeſt advocates 
poſſeſs no eminence of rank or abilities. alter 


E 


"261 4 le pee giving way to captions — 
tion, Jeſus may par. ng He left Nazareth, and, 
probably, never more returned. He wrought ſome | 
miracles among them, and they had credible infor- 
mation of what he had performed in other places: 
but © he did not many mighty works there; nay, He 
7 COULD or, becauſe of — unbelief.” How fatal 
the conſequences of their obſtinate infidelity ! It ſtop- | 
ped the hand of Jeſus, and expelled him from their 
X He ex d his aſtoniſhment at their perverſe- 
; but he ceaſed to argue with them. O fear 
their condemnation, eee are ill- affected to- 
REN). While you ar this or the other 
objeRion, he may take his Goſpel an you, and ſend 

it to people. 
Not di with the perſecution, he met with 
* Nazareth, he turned his attention to different 
towns. He declined not the moſt arduous exer- 
tions, but 8 to labour from one city and vil- 
5 lage to another, declaring the good tidings of ſal- 
r vation, and performing unparalleled acts 2 mercy. 
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gerd. my fainted,” pr 
tigue; but their y on, 
and, ——— ng he felt the tendere 
== them, © oy oe: 1 as 
ving 
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Therefore they wandered in the 
a: end: fin, which would infallibly 
fri, Alas! what could be done 
9 
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an earneſt defire to be 
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them. He erhorted bis Jiſciples, chen, to 


was 2b bay wats Gato. 


not 3 22 : 


„ that God . i 


nces of the þ1 which _ 
but labourers were want 


8 generous principl the ſame ardent 


deſire to promote the ſalvation of ſinners? You, then, 
will rejoice to ſee the multitudes of poor, ignorant 


plainneſs and fidelity, Yet ill lament, that ſo 
few, wrt of thoſe whoſe office demands it of them, 
buten. nen Muck to ſave immortal creatures from 


| preached with - 


of the harveſt ſcems likely to be . 
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tot, 8825 —— aftftance to colleA it. 0 
t to God on this 


work. Nee 


andi He alone can afift'and proſper them in it. Thou- 

1 Are © ſcattered abroad, as 
fheep 6 Mepherd. If ſuch be your wretched 
cake, be t tha that chere are any, who are © moved 
| 800 on yen, and'who < wateh for you 
| e yow bavks you from your wane 
: m0 de padre; 
| paſtures, me 

2 TO nd ref — roo Ze willing 

their directions; and, whatever difficulties — | 

: wore rhe other quarters ler them meet with 
no oppaſition from you,” ſince it is your ſalvation-for 
3 Tou have been 28 
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e ebe 8 cur B a e s 
to e divine truth, and, in particular, to de- 
chre 7 the appointed way of aceeſs unto 
God. But, as his public Hfe was thort, aud his 
labours met with fo many it became 
expedient to ſelect ſome faithful men, farniſhed with 
9 5 him — — He 

bees . | 


for their &. 


tht is called of God +.” The choſen witneſſes 
Jeſus did not obtrude themſelves upon hitn, but 
waited his ſammons. He, the great Lord of the 
karveſt; appoints his labourers to their reſpective 

126. 


* Mat. x. 1, æc. 4. 1. Mark 6. 2—13. Luke is. | 
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- When he had aſſembled them together, in 
order to deliver their ſacred commiſſion to them, he 
_ endowed them with miraculous powers, by which, as 
unqueſtionable credentials, they might recommend 
| their doctrine, and demonſtrate its truth. They were 
: | . 

__ --. the molt inveterate diſeaſes. 

3 We offer no remarks, in this plade, on the names, 
charatters, and conneions of the Apoltles, obſer. 
bet only in jeneral, that we need not uire any 
. „% ag hg en gg ings vereign 

{4s n 

choſen me, ſaid he, & but I have choſen 
1 n e 
| be put, © Who maketh thee 10 dite bo 


ae e ee na re. 


» from biw. like, 4 tender fa- 
1 ects apt of his children, whom 
he is ſending out into the world, foreſeeing the difficul- 
ties, ſnares, and dangers awaiting them, he inſtructed, 
— warned, he bas Ws Rath. jg much ſolem- 
and ion. He directed o in pai 
« two and two,” that they uche a. d mut 
ſupport and comfort to each other. At firſt, their 
commiſſion was ſubject to certain limitations. The 
were to addreſs themſelves only to the houſe of Iſrael 
nor were they empowered to. offer ſalvation to any 
other people, till his final ſeparation from them. 
This was a peculiar honour and fayour beſtowed upon 
the Jews: but alas! how little were they ſenſible of 
te privilege! They knew not the time of their 
' _ viſitation.” Do yon aſk. the reaſon of this marked | 
diſtinction, or accuſe the Saviour of -partiality in the 
diſtribution of his bleſſings? He is not accountable | 
Len for any of his MARKETS, He has an indubit- 
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— cuntor-. n 3 
e , 
therefore to ſend, ere nee enn 


pleaſeth. , 
' But hat was the grand object of the-embaſly of 
the A Hear the inftructions, which they | 
ceived from their divine Maſter : 
claim with a loud voice, and with all 
courage, Which ſuch a cauſe demands, that 
now viſiting his people in mercy, and about- 
the promiſed kingdom of the Redeemer. In atteſta- 


N 


2 of your ered commiſio, and of the rn of 


lument, which you muſt cheerfully re ——_— __ 165 


From this part of womans cbs | 
the religion of Jeſus appear! It brings the — re- 
viving intelligence, as it eee, the H 
year 9 rd.“ — the moſt. 


rejoice, that/* the Backe of heaven” is come unto. 
us? Or ſhall we hefitate to receive the gracious de- 
clarations of theſe primitive heralds, who exhibited 
inconteſtable evidence, that they were no other than 
NOIR —— are aſſured, 3 
ing their meſſage we follow not cunningly 
viſed fables,” while we ve, that God bore 
them witneſs both with — Barnet and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, accord 
ing to his own will .“ We are thankful, that their 


commiſſion, at br 0 circumnſeridd, was aſterwards 
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onbarged, and that they were commanded to « 
into All the world; 8 Goſpet to ev — 
creature *,” Otherwiſe, how would the blefſiag have 
been butended to us! But praiſed de God, He hath 
. ſent his word tw the Gentlles, and "i mew 
2 tepentance unto life . 2 
. Imagine the twelue ſtandi ani Geis Lord, to 
give c hw at his e he proceeds in 
+ Bn his addreſs, and gives them direQtions for their con - 
1 duct. As they- Se . for their in- 
10 tended expedition, and without" any viſible means of 
1 ie is probable, that anzious thoughts 
ariſe in their minde, about obtaining the ne-. 
„ ſupplies. But thus the Saviour inſtructed 
them; Of that kind of proviſion,” which men ge- 
nerally make for a journey, you will have nd need. 
way: } ow are-fordiddew-10 tale ſuch things with you, 
you might"procure, and e might 
ſeem! to require | You are to expect your conſtant 
ſupport — God, in whoſe cauſe vou go forth, 
« Upon Him,“ therefore, e caſt all your care, for 
he careth for” you,” dor doubt that his providence 
will ſuſtain you th it ſhould be in an extraordi- 
natry way. Some will be diſpoſed to ſtiew you — 
nes; and you ſhould not ſbruple to 2ccept your pro 
IP — — mags thoſe; for whom you 
2 rt entrance ingo3 town, Wi 
for ſuch perſons, as are'of the beſt character. 
them abide, if they are willing to receive you; not 
leave them in fickleneſs' or diſguſt; whatever your 
 &6commodations may be; for you ought, not to be 
ſolicitous about matters ſo tri as mere conveni- 
ence.” When you are admitted into their houſes, pay 
them all due courteſy and reſpect; and, as the . 


The 3 nl e eee 
_— . 4 „6. 
SVN 184117 TW peace 


— Sy 


ers, however, t 
beloſ ; for they iring town he icing of Ord 
upon your own heads. A tremendous wo, ſhall await I7. 

toe, who obſtinately reject you; —— vou d- 
from them, you may intimate their awful ſtate, 
by ſhaking off the duſt of your feet, and thus ropre- . 
ing the very plas e unerly deed and e | 
to gs aries the' grand, the decifive day of = 
judgment;/ thoſe, ' who have refuſed; to obey the word 
of my grace all periſh with 2 ruin, 
than 1 ä the von- 
& of iM arte 15 
— or eng nn 
marks of the preac in every. 
age. May; God raiſe up ang owrſ6lves, en of: 
this deſcription, to teſtify © the truth, as iv is im . 
ſys. Ir becomes them not d be anxious for: their 
own temporal. much les to covetwortdly' 
ties: or ſenſual indulgences. White they — 4 


— N _ — 


= gre 4 moſſage of peace and love; — — - 
prove bye the kindneſs of their 


ont; that 1 


deportm 

with-tq promats the happineſs of all: Yew, iv 
conſiſteno 'with this! meekneſc,/ they ſhoutg' poſſeſs 

ſuch coura Land fidelity, as to dectare al the coun. 

ſel' of God,” and ſblematy to warn contemptuonms | 
ſinners of impending deſtruction. Is this allowed Þ 
But do ou, to whom they one, conſider alfo, what a 
is due to them and their doc ine DO you! hn⁰u = 
theiy office? Do you ſeriouſly regard dir ethD i- 
tons? Peffibly, 2 bold and-oncoferved: deckiration of | 
to truth may excite and draw forth the | 
hidden corruptious of your hearts: at leaſt, it will | | 
evince your real diſpoſitions. O beware! Thoſe, 
who bug for your ſalvation muſt admoniſh you, that 


e vou 
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vou do not, by a ſcornful rejection of chem, bring 
_ „ condemna- 
= te Ga ch ey preach, ken ot 
noth mportance or obligation, by the courſe 
ere 
cerned now, as ever, to vindicate the honour of it. 
- Moſt aſſuredly, 1 uche men of So. 
Were exceedingly ®,” 
if you 3 

| i and 
6 ba | 
nothing but violent oppoſition 
ickedneſs of the world, or ra- 
ion of human nate. Their 


re, prepared them for it, ſug- 
var 2 earn 4 
vigorate their zeal. He 


at 1 
you will not 
Faw are. ta Deimeck and 


ing evil for evi ;” and learn, rather, « ſuffer long 
ind. / per 1001954 


1 80 general depravity of men, truſt 
im te b prepared to meet 
ment to me. With a hewe of jullce, y wil bring 
| you to trial in their courts, and condemn you way 
4 molt pin ne, as the work of cminas, I 
. *. 5 Þ 71 
"JET" 4s fo Mit A Grp tt, 14.4 ri 
. this 
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the ties of natural affection, while 
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F 
prove the means of ſpiritual benefit to them. 
you di ed by an apprehenſion, that 

not be able to 
tificati 


K, as you ought, in your 
on; before-ſuch' auditors 


Es Francs 
Goſpel.” 
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| « Nor Halb your enemies, be wage dt diſtance 5 
merely, but even your neareſt relatives in life will 
— 

3 


riſe up with furious and murderous 
Brethren, parents, ahd children will 


ery plac : 
to me, that you will de held forth a8 


the objects of univerſal deteſtation. But maintain 


integrity and firmneſs in the faith, without = 
— may ſuffer by the way, | 


the end will be: very glorious indeed.“ lenkt; 
Reſiſtance e 


you complete your 
. Arte wr Im 
W e y10e oy 


65 * 
aint ris? Remember, what 


13 «3.4/3 


your 
ſter, have to endure, and what vile re- 


mine, — nnn, or diſcourage 
| vou; 


to another. Enough 


tors ? You ſhall eh e | 
with wiſdom. from een and it ſhall: be immedi- 


»- 


called | 


— — caft upon my name: and be content, 5 
that your treatment in the world ſhould reſemble 


bios | = 1 derirrons CHARACTERS. 
. 
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| yout integrity 6 olearly 


1 


cheſe dank di to pour view 
the menn time, K p back mot . 
' welarvey but And proclaim aloud 
5 l Let them 
you to the ſevereſt tortutes: you know the 
unge can inſlict. T 
fidoy the life of the body but the ſoul, whi 
is dhe nohler part, is removed far their reach; 
lo chat, che the'aiflanimated Geſh be ſoon reduced 
10: its or duſt, the immurtal ſpirit: will remain 
in vigour. - But, oh! dread the thought of 


coming under be indignation of your A So- 
whoſe power extends to 9797 en and 


who r domplotely miſerable, both in 
Sx that thtoughout/all eternity. 
pee anger Fw") rwigrecy of ſuch ca- 
Jamitous events, as may awhit you here. The G 
of heaven and earth, whoſe immediate charge you are, 
runnot ſorget or deſert you. He exereiſes an uni- 
wer providence z 0 that He marks and determines 
ſtmthe ſuuatios of every creature, though ever ſo ſmall 
or worthleſa, and difpoſes all cher circumſtances, a 
_ Heyplcaſes: Von, aherefore, who ate in a peculiar 
pre ent the objects bt his care, and moſt valuable in 
. cheerfully-confide in his protection. 
"ho knows and 'over- on oak polls an uni 
and on this an 
Fortitude i l #1 | 
2 Are then, bold and faiehful. in peur 
Hon and defence of my truth? You' hall be glori- 
dull difftingaiſhed as my beloved friends, and receive 
mpublicapprobation-and 4 thigh 1 nce of re- 
wurd, in che preſence of my heavenly Father. But 
_ thoſe,-who, throughſhame, cowardice, or any worldly 
ſhrink from that open declaration of attach- 
1 c 
4 107 4 ; my 


s. LF SSRASIHSERSSEC 


3. 233: 


5 3 


2 LES 


2 Tele ae be moſh excellent, yet, through 


| my faithful ſervants, as 


it is neceſſary, then, that you ſhould be 


mination, and inſpire you with inereaſing 


— 1; ul 


ay Gomes tale diſowned and rejected 
wnh everlaſting abhorrence, for the We et 
Nee * ae | 

« You ve ex much ou 

—— edming of the 

eſtabliſhment of his omi but the 5 . 


Though the ten- 


the . 
fuſion and violence will enſue. The fierceſt cuntsn- 
tions between _ genre will 2 5 
ſo that none, pr X incen 

W thoſe, who may dwell in the 
en eee r- eee 6 
cloſeſt bonds of frĩendſhip and of kindred.” 


prepar- 

ed for the moſt painful ſeparation. I If there be any 
one, even parent or whoſe fa 

ic ſents of wy 


prefer to mine, you can have no proper 
worth or of my claims upon you; nor can you p 


ſefs any part in my ſalvation. - You-muſt be willing 
to ſacrifice 2 reputation, and your ſecu- 
lar intereſts; for wy fake and ths: (cel e and rea- 
dily ſubmit to all 'berdſhips and indignities. | 1; your. 

Leader and Commander, go before you, and: there. 
— ſhould not heſitate to follow me, through 
— rang Perhaps, a 8 may cloſe 
u here. it hoſe, who apo- 
Cit rw out their exiſtence 


2 earth a few days longs rz but a” ſhall be de- 


ſtroyed for ever: while you, ho may thed your blood 
in my cauſe and Serie, al live and reign, beyond 
the reach of perſecutors, in everlaſting happineſs and 
glory.” This is enough, ſurely, to fix your deter- 


and zeal. L 
4 Vou will ſuftain an eee e ner i 


15 * you 9 


4 


do place th 


Geld. Tenn Sc, the Herter, 
| 


is ſheun unto you, while you are r 

it ſhall be c n regard 
to nie and my Father; for you go forth as our repre. 
 ſentatives and ambaſſadors. He, who ſhall cord, 
__ _ © receive my or miniſters for the fake of that 
| Goſpel, which they preach, or even an . 

eiples in. private life, from 8 di 
ſpect to their character, ſhall be 799 

his pious liberality towards them: for he partake 
ee 


| ere 15 
ie therefore, as my dear children 
. 3 who are concerned for my cauſe, 
Whoſoever ſhall afford you the leaſt attention or re- 
freſhment by the way, if emevely beck vos dee 
cold water for your relief, mere 
| e ae ny 


"Wh Such was the „ affeQiing 

_ addre(s, to his twelve: Apoſtles, wlien he ſent them 

forth to evangelize the land; Such tender and earneſt 

wiſhes did he expreſs for their ement, ſup- 

port, and ſucceſs in their arduous work. Having re- 

- ceived their commiſſion and the ſolemn charge, they 

proceeded, as were directed, on their moment- 

baba nag Lhey carried with them from place 

e gracious overtures of eee with 

; pores through Jeſus Chriſt, and called; upon all, with- 

14Y to humble themſelves before him un- 

2 a conviction of their guilt, and turn from their 

evil ways with ſincere contrition and renovation of 

© heart, Nor did Jeſus himſelf” ceaſe from his own 
94 exertions. He continued to bear. part of 


A 
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he might diffuſe the knowledge of ſalvation all 
wouns 11 247 62 1342 7559-25 Auri £3:5beet-cat 15530 
While we contemplate the office and character of 
the Apoſtles, as here exhibited, we are furniſhed. with 
ſtrong arguments for the authenticity and ſalutary 


tendency of the Goſpel. Such a could never 
eee of men: it SI the power of 
God, and the wiſdom of God *. It is alſo fo re- 


plete with bleſſings, calculated to relieve our wretch= _ 


edneſs, that we need not heſitate to pronounce it 
« worthy of all acceptation +.” The ſubject will 
lkewiſe lead us, as we have already intimated, to 
conſider what manner of perſons they ought to be, in 
modern times, who are © the mini 4 Chriſt, and 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God. The caſe of 
theſe primitive ambaſſadors was, in many reſpects, 
peculiar. But all thoſe, ſurely, to whom “ the word 
of reconciliation is committed,” ſhould poſſeſs the 
ſame vie as and diſpoſitions, as were required in 

We may carry the application farther, and remark, 
that the holy and heavenly tempers, here inculcated, 


are indiſpenſably neceſſary, not merely for thoſe who _, 


preach, but for thoſe who profeſs, the Goſpel. Though 
you be not inveſted with a public office in the Church 
of Chriſt, yet, as'called by his name, you ſhould be 

meek, gentle, and inoffenſive. You muſt be willing 
to bear the moſt ignominious and ſcornful treatment, 
for the ſake of your Lord and Maſter, You muſt 


cheerfully fubmit to the heavieſt calamities, in the | - - 


way of duty, without diſtruſting the providence of 
God; and, in every poſſible ſituation, avow your 
attachment to Chriſt, whatever painful conſequences 
11. may ſuffer. Vou never can be at liberty to deny 
im, though your moſt beloved friends, or thoſe, on 
whom you depend for your ſuſtenance, ſhould require 


® 1 Cor. i, 24. b 4 + 1 Tim. 1. 2. þ 
Vol. III. 4 1 
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vou to do it. Let father and mother, wife and chil. 
dren be dear to you, as they ought to be; but let Je. 
ſus be dearer than all. He claims, and he-deſerves, 
ur cordial and ſupreme regard. You do not, there. 
eve underſtand his excellency, or your obligations 
to him, unleſs you prefer his favour and the advance- 
ment of his glory to every worldly poſſeſſion or en- 
joyment, unleſs you can give up your neareſt kin- 
dred, your reputation, emolument, eaſe, or life itſelf, 
for his ſake, whenever they come in competition. 
Where, then, ſhall we find ſuch love to the Savi- 
our, ſuch zeal for his name? It is evident, that many 
are- totally deſtitute of theſe holy principles. Are 
there not thoſe, who are enſlaved to ſenſual pleaſures, 
and determined, as far as poflible, to gratify ev 
inclination of their hearts? And to what tae 
ſhould we inculcate upon them the neceſſity of taking 
up the croſs, and following Jeſus? They would tum 
away their ears in contempt or indignation, Yet 
we muſt declare the offenſive truth, that * the Juſt of 
the fleſh, the Juſt of the eyes, and the pride of life,” 
are as inconſiſtent with real Chriſtianity now, as 
they were in primitive times. Whoſoever, there- 
| _ will be a friend of the world, is the enemy df 
od *. : T - Ya 
ls it ſufficient to aſſume expreſſions of reſpect, and, 
with demure appearar.ce, upon your bended knees, to 


© . pretend a bigh regard for the Saviour, while you are 


afraid to advance one ſtep farther in his ſervice, than 
may be agreeable to the kg maxims and cuſtoms 
of the place in which you live? Would he not account 

ſuch compliments as an inſult, more odious to him, 
than an avowed oppofition? This temporizing ſpirit 
is as fooliſh, as it is ſinful : it pleads for prudence, 
but it leads to deſtruction. You may coatrive to 
- Avoid perſecution, and procure applauſe and prefer. 


* James iv. 4. : 


ment among men; but what will theſe avail, if Jeſus 
difown you? What ſhame, confuſion and horror wil 
overwhelm you, when convicted, before the afſem. ' \ 
bled univerſe, of treating him with inſolent contempt! 

May we all, therefore, be perſuaded to follow him, 
wherever he iall lead, and to undergoall extremities 
in his ſervice! Why ſuch a regard to preſent conve- 
niences? Why ſuch a fear of our fellow-creatures, 3 
and a diſtruſt of God? Do not theſe things argue | 
much unbelief, and betray an earth ht} Let us 
riſe above our little difficulties, and confide-in 
God, who takes care for the very ſparrows, and ha 
numbered the hairs of our heads. He will not be 
inattentive to our wants, even in this life, if we be 
faithful to him: and a glorious recompenſe is laid up 
in heaven for thoſe, who are willing to hazard every 
conſequence, from a zealous adherence to his cauſe. 
In dependence on his promiſe, may we now ſurren- 
der ourſelves and our all to him, and ſtand with con- 
fidence and joy before him, at the great day of his 
appearing ! Amen. ol 1 | 
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Feſus, on the return of bis Apoſtles, withdrew with them 
fed five thouſand by a miracle—retired from the 
multitude tal ted on the ſea—flilled the tempeſt 

taught in the ſynagogue at Capernaum—cavilled at 
. by the Fews, and forſaken by many diſciples. 


As we advance in the proſecution of our deſign, 
and contemplate the wonderful acts of the Son of 
man, we meet with additional proofs of his high dig- 
nity, and the perfection of- his character. If we fix 
our attentive regard on this bright Luminary, ſuch 
beams of glory will break forth upon us, as will fill 
and almoſt overpower, the ſoul with an admiration of 
his excellency. 35 ˙ 
When the Apoſtles returned from the circuit, on 
which they were (ent, they brought back to their Lord 
an account of their miniſtry, of the miracles they 
had performed, and the doctrines they had taught“. 
Immediately he withdrew with them into a ſolitary 
place, that they might be relieved from their fatigue, 
and, probably, that they might retire for the purpoſes 
of devotion. This was the more neceſſary, as the 
vaſt crowds of people. around them allowed them no 
loiſure. It is expedient for all, eſpecially for thoſe 


„ Mat. xiv. 13, Kc. Mark vi. 30, &c. Luke ix, 10, tc. Job 
vi. 1, K. n | 
e 0 
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religion, to ſecure ſome moments to themſelves, 


their minds and bodies may be recruited. 
To obtain the deſired privacy, he paſſed 


obſerved his departure, followed him with much 
eagerneſs, © becauſe they ſaw his miracles.” They 


curioſity; at leaſt, we fear, by no better motive. The 


ſhore, where they were ready to receive him, could 
not look upon them without feeling the moſt tender 
concern for their ſtate, remarking, as he had done 
on a former occaſion, that © they were as ſheep not 


them, and went up with them to a mountain, that he 


5 


that were diſeaſed. Bleſſed Jeſus! we beſeech thee 
ſill to look with pity “ on the ignorant, and on them 
that are out of the way.“ How immenſe; are their 


2 8 


Stretch out thine arm to recover them from the paths 
of error, and reveal thy glories to them, Inſtruct 
them in thy truth, and take them into thy fold, as the 
ſheep of thy paſture. | 0 9 

At the cloſe of the day, the diſciples would have 
diſmiſſed the people, as they had no ſtock of provi- 


22 


might be given them. Accordingly, at his word pre- 
parations were made, in order to furniſh them an en- 
tertainment. They were all marſhalled in ranks, 


whence ſhall a ſufficient 17 of meat be procured 


retreating from their public engagements, that 7 


over a part 
of the ſea of Galilee; and great multitudes, who had 


were induced to attend him, through aſtoniſhment or 
compaſſionati Jeſus, however, upon coming to the. 


numbers, and how wretched- is their condition! 


and ſet down in the open air upon the graſs. But 


3 ee 


ſions ſor them. But Jeſus, unwilling to ſend them 
away without refreſhment, deſired that ſome food 
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who are actively employed in the ſacred functions of . © 


L.IG 
— 


having a ſhepherd.” On this account, foregoing his 
intended reſt, he began to renew his labours amongſt 


n might be heard with convenience; where he opened 
dig- to them the nature of- his kingdom, and manifeſted 
e fix his power, by reſtori health and vigour to them 


% 
- 
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for ſo large a multitude; as there were preſent five 
thouſand men, beſide women and children? This 
was, indeed; a ſevere trial of the faith of his diſciples, 
as they could not raiſe more than five loaves and two 
ſmall fiſhes. Theſe, however, were brought forth, 
and, in the hands of Jeſus, by an all-creating power, 
they were ſo multiplied, as to be more than enough 
to ſatisfy the whole company. They did all eat, 
and were filled; and, when the fragments were col. 
lected, it was found that ſuch had been the miraculous 
inereaſe, that the remainder far exceeded the original 
ſtore of proviſions. „„ FF. 
What a grandeur do we perceive in this entertain 
ment, ſurpaſſing, that which attends the moſt ſump. 
tuous tables of princes! What a fervour of devotion 


W appeared in the great Maſter of the feaſt, while he 


Jooked up in prayer for the divine bleſſing, and there. 
-by taught the people to expeR their from Hes. 
ven! What an exalted majeſty, mixed with the 
_ ſweeteſt condeſcenſion, diſtinguiſhed bis behaviour! 

Was not every one, then, ſtruck with admiration, 
und diſpoſed to revere-and love him? They concluded 
without heſitation, and they concluded rightly, © This 
s of truth that Prophet, that fhould come into the 
Do we draw the fame inference? There are ſtrong 
and convincing reaſons, which ſhould lead us to it, 
\When we compare the ancient predictions of the 
Mleſſiah with the various parts of the life and charac- 
ter of Jefus, we muſt allow their accompliſhment in 
him, and maintain that he is indeed the promiſed Sa- 
viour. Yet it is poſſible, that the evidence may con- 
ſtrain us to aſſent to the fact, even while we refuſe to 
give to this Prophet al} that regard, which his high 
office demands from us. Are we, then, with pro- 
found veneration, fitting at his feet, and looking fo 
him for inſtruction? Do we underſtand, or credit, the 
meſſage, which he has brought from heaven? Are 


75 


we not ſtrangely perverſe and infatuated, if We ac- 


knowledge him to be the Teacher of Iſrael, the Chriſt | 


trine? Either ſay at once, He is a baſe impoſtor, 


ways, O Lord, and teach me thy paths. Make 


known to me the glorious. truths of thy ſalvation; 


and ſpeak. effeQtually to my heart, for- thy ſervant 


Or, allowing his ſacred character, are we afraid to 
follow him? T he miracle, we have conſidered, is cal - 


eulated to fix and confirm our dependence upon him, 


as able to provide for our ſupport, and exerciſing a 
tender care for our bodies as well as ſouls. If we are - 


ever ſo neceſſitous, we perceive with what eaſe he 
can multiply our ſtore, In a thouſand ways, which 
we cannot foreſee, he can furniſh our tables with 


to us; and accordingly, the diſciples were af- 


terwards reproved, for not remembering the extraor- 


of God, and yet remain unconcerned about his doc- 


which few will dare to aſſert; or elſe, bow with un- 
feigned ſubmiſſion to him, and pray, . Shew me thy 


plenty. This very inſtruction was meant to be con- 


nary occurrence to better purpoſe, when they wers 


apprehenſive of wanting bread to eat *. Let us learn, 
then, to caſt} all our care upon him,“ believing 
that he will “ fegd us with food convenient for us. 


The aſtoniſhed multitude, concluding bim to be 


the Meſſiah, and expecting, agreeably to their carnal 
notions, that he would ſet-up a temporal. dominion, 
were defirous immediately to inveſt him with re 


honours. But, ſo far from entertaining any ambi- _ 


tious deſigns, or diſcovering any oftentation, he took 
pains to avoid public notice and applauſe, and-there- 


fore he withdrew from them. He directed his -dif- 
eiples, alſo, to depart, and to crofs:the lake to-Beth- - 


ſaida, perhaps that he might prevent them from fa- 


1 


vouring the fooliſh wiſhes of the people. In-the * 
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mean time he himſelf retired to a mountain for prayer, 
and ſpent the chief part of the night in his private 
devotions. Ah!] how unlike to him are thoſe of his 
profeſſed followers, who are ſolicitous to procure and 
preſerve the pomp and power of this preſent world! 
Or what refemblance to the holy Jeſus do thoſe bear, 
who have no reliſh for religious: ſolitude, and can 
ſpare no time for the exalted purpoſe of maintaining 

% communion with' God? 2 W I Lap * erat” [0 

© The diſciples were on the ſea, where they were 
overtaken by a ftorm, and toſſed about, for many 

hours together, upon the boiſterous waves. Their 

fituation was diſtreſſing; the night was dark, the 

4 water tempeſtnous, the wind violent and contrary: 
they had ſpent their ſtrength in vain with; rowing; 

dangers: threatened them; and their dear Lord and 

Matter was abſent from them. + Jeſus, however, could 
not be unminedful of them: he knew their difficulties, 

© and drew near for. their help. He had been retired 
till near the morning; but then he came to them 
walking upon the ſea, that he might convinee 

them of their perſect ſafety under his protection, and 
encourage them to face every ſtorm in his ſervice, 

- - while they ſaw the deep itſelf at his command. 
So ſtrange was the fight, that, as they ĩmagined it 
was not poſſihle for a real human body to be ſup- 
ported by the waves, they concluded it was an ap- 
parition, and gave way to perplexing fears. But he, 

do relieve them from their diſtreſs, graciouſly revealed 
himſelf to them, ſaying, Be of cheer; it is I; 
be not afraid. This u as enough. The ſound of his 
voice, ſpeaking comfort to them in ſuch awful cir- 
cumftances, revived and cheered their hearts. Peter 

- ſuppoſed, that he alſo ſhould be able to walk on the 
boiſterous ſea, if his Lord would permit him to at- 
tempt it. The leave, which he raſhly ſolicited, was 
granted, that his forwardneſs might be checked, by 
a fad proof of the weakneſs of his principles, W 0 
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he felt the violence of the ſtorm, his faith failed, and 
he began to ſink; ſo that, if Jeſus had not ſtretehed 
out his compaſſionate hand to fave him, he muſt have 
periſhed in the deep. 33 I Sgt: 

Jeſus then entered the veſſel, and reſtored peace 
and comfort to his diſciples, Immediately, the rage 
of the wind abated, and they were brought to the 
very point of land, which they aimed at. What proofs, 
of power; what marks of dignity were here! Yet 
what modeſty and. condeſcenſion appeared in our 
Lord's conſtant deportment! He did not diſplay his 


ability in an oſtentatious manner, or even for his own . © 


accommodation, He ſubmitted to travel on foot, 


with much fatigue, when he could have inſtantly 
tranſported himſelf to the moſt diſtant e His 
attendants were filled with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, 
and the more ſo, as they had not duly conſidered the 


miracle of the preceding day. They fell down before 


him, with the ſtrongeſt emotions of gratitude and love, 
and with expreſſions of profound adoration, crying out, 
« Of a truth, thou art the Son of God.“ The in- 
habitants, alſo, of the neighbouring coaſts no ſooner 
received intelligence of him, than they flocked after 
him with great eagerneſs, entreating his compaſſion 
toward the fick; and, merely by the touch of his 
garment, the moſt inveterate diſeaſes were removed. 

Shall not We, likewiſe, be encouraged to apply to 
him, who has all power in his hand, and who, in ſo 
many inſtances, has proved himſelf “mighty to ſave? 
Our faith may be tried, as that of his diſciples was, 
and; probably, our weakneſs will ſoon be evinced. 
« Lord, help our unbelief.“ He is often pleaſed to 
ſuffer a violent ſtorm to ariſe, and his people may 
ſeem, as if they were left alone upon the deep, toil- 
ing in extreme diſtreſs, ready to periſh. But he will 
graciouſly interpoſe, in due ſeaſon, to ſave them. He 
wil manifeſt himſelf to them, appeaſe the rage of the 
tempeſt, quiet their fears, and © bring them unto 
U 4 os 4H "O's '- their 
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- their deſired haven.” Oh, that men would praiſe 
te Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men * e - 

The multitude, who had been deſirous that Jeſus 
ſhould aſſume the government, and from whom he 
had withdrawn, ſought after him again with renewed | 
ardour. They had travelled far on foot, and then 
they cfofſed the lake in ſearch of him. At length, 
they found him in the ſynagogue at Capernaum, and, 
after expreſſing their ſurpriſe at his removal to that 
place, which they could not account for, they re- 
ceived a ſolemn reproof for the very low and carnal | 

- motives, from which they followed him. The mi- 

raculous entertainment, he had afforded them, had 

raiſed their expectations of his poſſeſſing a temporal 
dominion, and they were ſtill in hopes of exalting and 
enriching themſelves by his ſervice. A poor reaſon 

| Indeed, for pretending an attachment to Jeſus! Yet, 
wee fear, a regard to fecular advantages has been the 
ground of much of that religious zeal, which has been 

. _ "-atmired in the world. But it is a mean and con- 
temptible principle, He called upon them, therefore, 

to turn their attention from the care of the periſh- 
able body to that of the immortal ſ6ul, and to employ 

+ their utmoſt eagerneſs and diligence for the attain- 
ment of thoſe bleſſings, which would remain with 
them for ever, He declared, alſo, that he himſelf, as 

e the Son of man,“ had received a commiſſion from 

God the Father, freely to beſtow this eternal happi- 

neſs and go. „„ 

i They profeſſed an earneſt deſire to do the will of 
- - God; and therefore our Lord aſſerted the neceſſity of 
believing on him the very Chriſt, who was come 
amongſt them, as a duty moſt acceptable to God, 

and the grand injunction of the new "diſpenſation. 

Yet many of them were unwilling to admit his claims, 


ö PA. i. 30, 2 
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en crneer« „ 


iſe 1 ad his credentials, as if he had 
ful —— exbibited none, which deſerved regard. He 
| various miracles in their neighbour» 


ſus 
he 
ved 
1en 


th, 
nd, 


hat 
re. 
nal 


ni- 1 


mation; and their on eyes had ſeen unqueſtionable 


to aſ, ** What doſt thou work? Unbelief is always 
unreaſonable: it cavils at the plaineſt teſtimonies, and 
determines never to be ſatisfied. We need not, there- 
fore, be ſurpriſed at the outcry for ſtronger evidence, 

which is generally made by thoſe, whom no men 
will convince. 7 

lt was intimated to eſus, that his ee were 


had far inferior to thoſe of Moſes, who had fully demon- 
ral ſtrated his ſacred character and legation, by ſupport- 
and ing their anceſtors in the wilderneſs with manna from 
ſon braven. He replied, that the Lord God was then 
et, diſpenſing to them bread infinitely more excellent, 
the than that which Moſes had been the means of com- 


on- the very Perſon, who had deſcended from the hi heſt 
Ire, h:avens, for the purpoſe of giving life to a periſhing 
ſh- world. The extraordinary and important Nel” 


loy 


in- 
ith 
„ as 
Om 


tion, probably, impreſſed the minds of ſome of his 
audience, — conſtrained them to cry out, though 
they comprehended not the full import of their own 
words, (Lord, evermore give us this bread.” There 
cannot be a more ſuitable petition for ourſelves to 


ing. Who is not anxious to preſerve life? What 


which merely ſupports the body? And ſhall we not 
be ſolicitous to gain a happy exiſtence beyond the 


me 
od, grave? Are we told, that God has graciouſly made 
on. proviſion for this very end, in the Goſpel of his Son? 
ns, And ſhall we not, inſtead of proudly and petulantly 


quarrelling with it, ſeriouſly enquire into the nature 


veyed 


ms of which they muſt have had authentic inſor- 
of his divine miſſion: and ſtill they preſumed 


municating, and that this bread was no other than 


offer up: only let us underſtand and feel its mean- 


immenſe pains are taken to procure that ſuſtenance, 


of 1 i, and the method, * benefit may be con- 


7 * 
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veyed to us? Such a diſpoſition, ſurely, becomes our 
- character and ſituation. Let us hear, then, the fur- 

ther inſtructions of Jeſus on this moſt intereſting 


ſu 5 94 2 | 5 1 
| 3 explicitly, and without reſerve, that 
. He himſelf is that ſpiritual food, on which our ever. 
laſting ſalvation depends, that by faith alone the bleſſ- 
"ing is obtained, and that the believer, in a ſincere 
application to him, ſhall be delivered from thoſe car- 
nal deſires, which are never ſatisfied, and ſhall find 
his ſoul contented and delighted in him. Still he ob- 
ſerved, that many of thoſe, who then ſaw him with 
their eyes and had the beſt opportunity of examin- 
ing, contemptuouſly rejected the gracious offer. 
How ſhall this be accounted for? The true reaſon is 
aſſigned by our Lord. In our fallen and depraved 
ſtate, ſuch is our natural blindneſs, pride, and love 
of the world, that we are all unwilling to accept the 
ſalvation provided, by ſubmitting to Jeſus, and fixing 
dur whole reliance upon him. Yet, that the glo- 
rious plan of redemption may not be defeated by our 
_* folly and perverſeneſs, God hath ſecured a people 
_ for himſelf by his own Covenant; and theſe, under 
the ſtrong influence of his Spirit,” ahandon their op- 
-poſition to Jeſus, and bow before him with an unre- 
ſerved ſubjection, thankful to partake of his mercy in 
bis appointed 1” We adote that power, which 
bath wrought effectually in all them that believe. 
' * While we admire the change, we confeſs and praile 
the free and ſovereign grace of our God, which hath 
produced it. ff in 5 pry" 


- 


Baut, left this high and.myſterious doctrine ſhould 

be abufed; or any humble penitents be diſcouraged, 

Jeſus alſo declared his readineſs to receive the appli- 
; - 'eations of all, in all poſſible circumſtances, who ſhould 

- _ come to him, and folemnly pledged his word, that 
no objection whatever ſhould” prevail againſt them. 

I dis he confirmed, by remarking, that the final fa 
13 15 Git „ yatian 
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 fur- 
ſting 
that 
ever · 


bleſſ⸗ 


promiſed again and 
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vation of his people was the very end, for which he 
had left the glory of heaven, and that it was alſo the 
grand object of his Father's counſels. On this ground 
2 inſtructed them to expect from him the comple- 


tion of their happineſs in an everlaſting ſtate, aud 


muſt go down to the the 
them 


death at the laſt day. Will not theſe aſſurances ſuffice 


us? Jeſus poſſeſſes all fulneſs of grace for the eco: 
very of them that are loſt. The invitation is\ſent'to © * 
all without exception; the offer is freely made to 


thoſe, who ſincerely deſire it; and all obſtructions 
are removed, But thoſe, which ſinners themſelves ob- 


ſtinatel/ continue to throw in the way. What more 
do you wiſh for, than a favourable acceptance? Why, 
then, dq you remain at a diſtance from him, ſinee he 


bids you to draw nigh, and engages to give you. a 


cordial welcome? There is no decree, which can ex- 5 


clude you from his mercy, if only you will ſubmit to 


his propoſals. His hand is ſtretched out to commu- 
nicate his bleflings ; and his bowels. yearn with com- 
pafion toward every poor ſupplicant, who is humbled 


| rene of: file delornt ent 


. 


44 eſus having poken in 
from heaven, and of the benefits to be derived from 


ain, that, though their bodies 
grave ſhould not detain 
r ever, but that his arm would reſcue them from 


* 


him, the Jews, who were not acquainted with his di- 


vine extraction, and ſuppoſed him to be no more than 


the ſon of Joſeph, his reputed father, began to cavil 
at his expreſſions. 


following effect: os FH tu, 
. © Inſtead of indulging a captious diſpoſition, ſeri- 


ouſly conſider your own awful eircumſtances, and 
implore direction and aſſiſtance from above. For 


ſuch is the natural 22 and perverſeneſs of man 
in his fallen ſtate, that 
or accept ſalvation in my name, but by the powerful 


To ſilence their objections, and 
turn their attention to themſelves, he replied to the 


he cannot be induced to ſeek 


—— 


. 
5 
K 


gt ford — ſuſtenance to your ſouls. How far ſuperior 
to the manna, by which your anceftors were ſup- 


8 . 
have inſtructed you to aſſ and expect this 
uence; and every one, who has obtained it, u 


| acknowledge-my claims, and yield me an — 


ſubmiſſion... In this way only my bleflings are to be 


_ _ ſecured. Miſtake me not, as if the Father would 
maniſeſt himſelf in à viſible manner to you: He 
ſpeaks to you by him, wd is come from his im- 
mediate preſence; and I, his faithful witneſs, declare 


with the moſt ſolemn and repeated aſſeveratione, that 


. he, who places his whole affiance upon me, is received 
into the divine favour, and 3 ſage ithle to 
KI ineſs.” | 


* thadbrecd: MS Mon — 


That was the means of preſerving their ex- 5 
Iſtenee in this world, only for a ſhort ſeaſon: whereas 


the ſpiritual food, which I propoſe, will effeQually 


ſecure you from petiſhing for ever. Imyſelf am that 
food, of which the manna was a faint and imperfect 


repreſentation: I came down from. the higheſt hea- 


vens to communicate everlaſting life to all 


throughout the whale world, who by faith ſhall par- 


the ſacred proviſion. For this very purpoſe, 


EIS Hos aſſumed a human body, which Tan ſhortly 
c offer up as an expiatory ſacrifiee, to reſcue finners 
from deſerved ruin, and procure fer them we polleſ- 

5 ſion of endleſs felicity. + l 


| Declarations ſo ſtrong, ſo new, and wySerious, ex- 


Wh eld en 08. ſentiments in the minds of the Jews, 
who, therefore, began to diſpute with each other con- 
_ eeming them, eſpecially as they could not compre- 


hend, how Jeſus could “give them his fleſh to eat. 


4 Probably, the moſt of them were diſpoſed to deride 
tte doftrine as altogether 
5 . 


abſurd. But he 


I ee tions, 


a proud objector might bring. 
: le However you may ſcorn the warning, 1 bleme 
aſſure you, that you are totally deſtitute of real, ſpi- 


ritual life, unleſs — be quickened by believing onthe * 


Son of as fuffering and for you. 
dr" his body e 


+ 


and 3 to ſhed his blood; and the — 2 this i 


atouement will be communicated to you through faith. 


As the common food of your bodies muſt be teceiv- 


ed, that it may afford them the neceſſary ſuſtenance, 


ſo muſt you feaſt upon the ſacrifice, which my death 


will make, in order to derive from it true nouriſh- 9 


ment and vigour to your ſouls. The man, who 
maintains an habitual regard to me, as his 


and ſole ſupport, © who eateth my fleſh and drinketn 
my blood,” poſſeſſes the N of immortal life 


1 him, and [ engage to raiſe his very duſt from 


5 the grave in a glorified ſtate. He is furniſhed with 
an een more. delightful, than the moſt 
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Lord's expreflions in any other ſenſe, than as referring to his in- 
| tended ſacrifice of himſelf. If he de no more than à Teacher of 
virtue, and if be ſave us only by his good inſtructions, with what. 
rst of ſpeech could he talk of giving his fleſh to eat, and big 
f to drink? This figure, doubtleſs, mutt be underſtood as repre- 
ſenting his death, and aur ſalvation as reſulting from it, agreeably ta 
thoſe other declarations of the Scriptures, which aſcribe our redemp.» 
tion to his blood. Allowing the reference to his atonement, the 
whole appears conſi ſtent, and demands our moſt ſerious Nn 
otherwiſe, it muſt be thought ſtrange and incongruous. N 
The Lord's ſupper was not, at this time, inſtituted ; and 
though many of the exprefſions may be properly accommodated to 


that ſacrament, which is an emblematital repreſentation of the fleſh - 


and blood of Chrift given to vs as our ſpiritual food and ſuſtenance, 


— we are not warranted in drawing any concluGons from the paſſi 
ore us, with reſpect to the efficacy of that ordinance. 


_ evmmunicate by faith, do indeed eat the fleſh and drink the blood of - 


Chriſt, and they are vitally united to him. But the bare participa« 
tion of the outward elements proves not a believing * to the 


; com, iges deiging to anſwer every carl, which ; 
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Saviour; nor does it e or int the divine principle = 


of life in the ſoul 
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ſumptuous proviſions can be to the ſenſes. He is 
joined to me by a. myſterious and inſeparable union, 
even reſembling that which ſubſiſts between the eter- 
| nal Father and his incarnate Son, by virtue of which 
 - _ - his ſoul ſhall be ſuſtained and invige through the 
' _. _ conſtant communications of the Spirit. So far, then, 
does the heavenly manna ſurpaſs, in its excellent ef- 
fſects, that miraculous food, which Was granted to 
Four progenitors in the wilderneſs. - That imparted 
2 benefit, comparatively mean in its nature, and ſhort 
| in its continuance; but this, which is now exhibited, 
will ſecure liſe and happineſs of the moſt exalted kind, 

; and durable as eternity. 7 * 
EL . - Such: was the purport of our Lord's addreſs to the. | 
Jens, and it is equally intereſting to us, as it was to 
them, Have we ſeriouſly conſidered it, and the im- 
portant doctrines involved in it! What impreſſions, 
then, are produced in our minds? Are we, like them, 
f to murmur, becauſe Jeſus claims ſuch an ex- 
alted dignity? Or, are we inclined to enter into cu- | 
| rious ſpeculations, and 3 againſt the plain aſſer- 
ttzions of the Bible, becauſe they contaiq ſome things, 
* which baffle our comprehenſion! How preſumptuous |} 
zs ſuch a ſpirit! Rather, r — _ our blindneſs 
* and extreme depravity, our own conclu- 
ions. Let us ar pr wb implore thoſe divine influ- 
_ ences, which. God promiſed, and which the 
wiſeſt and beſt of men continually need. Our un- 
derſtandings muſt be illuminated, . diſcern the 
appointed method of ſalvation in I; our car- 
nal prejudices and affections muſt be ſubdued, that 
dur objections againſt it may be effectually ſilenced; 
and our wills muſt be brought under a holy bias, that 

we may cordially comply with it. % 

-  » Jeſus is exhibited as the heavenly manna, which 
C alone can nouriſh our ſouls to life eternal: Have we 
made uſe of him in this character? He condeſcended 
to be made © partaker of fleſh and blood,” that dy- 
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mb cnt... 395 _ 
ing in our nature he might expiate our guilt: Hare 


we fixed our regard upon him, as our atoning 
fice? It is ſoJemaly.declared, that, without a real par 


ticipation. of Chriſt. by faith,, we muſt; remain in a 
ſtate of ſpiritual. death: Have we been ſufficientiy 


aware of the abſolute neceſſity of believing? It is not 
enough, that we give a cold aſſent to this fact, that 


Jeſus bath died for us ; but We . 3 | 


reliance upon him, and expect 

everlaſting glory, as obtained Aug us by: his blood: 
Do we conſtantly. maintain ſuch a r of mind 
towards him? 19 * bleſſed are the effects of this 


humble and cordial application to the 2 Can 


we teſtify of the reality and excellency 2 them? Do 


we daily feed on the — ſuſtenance, here provided 


ſor us, and find the moſt exquiſite © elight Fom it? 


Are we ſenſible of any communion between Jeſus | 


and our own. fouls?. And do we derive from him, re- 
freſhment When we are weary, — when we 


14 


faint, and comfort when we are oppreſſed with - - 


troubles? If ſuch be our. acquaintance with him, we 
may rejoice: in the confidence, that he will bring us 


forth, at the general reſurrection, with triumph and 


. 
glorious pre or evermore. 
Such a free declaration of the myſteries. of faith 


and eſpecially ſuch a particular application of them . 


the conſciences of the hearers, will rally excite 


offence; nor ſhould the miniſters of Chriſt {op ti 
priſed at that effect, when they obſerve the reception, 
which their Maſter, met with. Many, even of his 


profeſſed friends and diſciples, to cavil at his 
doctrine as harſh and ug e. He perceived 


their inward diſaffection, and replied to the very ob- 
jections, which they were afraid to utter. He inti- 


mated, that he ſhould ſoon return to heaven, from 

hence he had come down, and that his 833 
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aſſerted, would prove the juſtice of his claims. "T6 
prevent their abuſe of the ſubject, he guarded them 

againſt literal acceptation of 1 his words, and directed 

_ _tem'to the ſpiritual ſenſe, in which alone * 
de underff with profit. But he remarked, tha 
as he had been aware of their ſecret un ler denn d the, 


he had inſiſted on divine influences, as ne- 
B e 
f m #3 


From that time, many,” who had long followed | 
| ü perceiving, *probabſy,” that their hypocriſy was 
3 gal mithHew from him and feturned nd 
ES * 1 105 — the —.— * it might 
as 1 ve were ta and 
tio depart. oy therefore, called 2 them te? 
clare explicitly, whether they would abide with him, 
or no; that fo "their ſervice might not appear to be 
- Conſtrained, but quite voluntary. The moſt diſtant 
* however, of apoſtatizing from the Saviour, 
ever ſtrike the ſincere believer with horror. 
| _ © Accordingly,” Peter ſtood forth, as the mouth of the 
\, Apoſtles, maintaining their immovable attachment o 
. - Him, and ſtedfaſt dependence upon him for eternal | 
EY jeQing, alſo, with fixed reſolution, the'thought 
of ing him, as big with miſery and ruin. This 
| __ was; ern, ood confeſfion.” Yet, that they might 
mill exerciſe hol ly; jealouſy over themſelves, and not 
be ſhaken in weir minds by what would ſoon take | 
place among themſelves, he "intimated, that even in 
, — their ſmall company, which he had ſelected for his 
Dien peculiar ſociety, there was one perſon, who-poſ- 
ed fo malignant a diſpoſition, as to reſemble the 
| evil bimſelf. Ah! what terror, what diſtrefling en- 
3 _ Yviries mult this excite "among them? 1 
set any objection, then, td the Chriſtian Church 
= de the preſent day, 'that"it\ contains many unſound 
3 bers? Falſehearted profeſſors are to be expected 
E rms but, 1 in 1 COOL IN | 
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vin occur, which will manifeſt their inſineerity. - . 


Very frequently, they are offended by the plain deal- 
33 

de Om 0 1u em · ocri . 
es viel is their caſe! © It had been he 

them not to have known the way of righteouſneſs *. 
May the example awaken the attention of all, who 
bear the Chriſtian name! Happy thoſe, who are pre- 
ſerved unſhaken, in the midſt o& numerous apaſtates. 


Me aſk, then, of what ſort is =_ attachment to 
* « Will ye alſo go awa 
om 


Are you moved 
your hope, who ſeemed to be pillars? Yau + 


muſt, indeed, be left re own choice: but we en- 


treat you to form that choice deliberately, with a full 
view of all the conſequences before your If you de- 


Pie” Chriſt, to whom can you betake lves ? 
Is there 


re any other refuge? Are © the words of eternal 


© life” tobe found any where beſides? We exhort, you, 

tenz that whatever difficulties may await you, you 

would not & draw back unto 2 but „ with 
. . 


purpoſe of heart cleave unto the Lord.“ | 
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22 againſt them—trie 2 oh nile the ef F 
a 4 woman Canaan — wrought many cures— fed four 


. thouſand by a miracle Phariſees and 
"Th eee ht 25 a bli man. at Fe 
duclared his 3 bretold his paſfion, to his | 
925 * requiring them a ene . . GC | 
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5 neben we are . s minute oceur- | 
rences in the life of Jeſus, many alſo are concealed - 
from us. We are not told, whether be attended the 
eclebrmtion of the paſſover, which very ſoon ſucceeded 
wme tranſactions, recorded in the preceding 82 
But, at that time eſpecially, accounts of this very ſin- 
lar character might be carried from Galilee to Jeru- 
alem, which excited the envious diſpleaſure of the pub- 
lie and moſt celebrated teachers of religion. Accord- 
ingly, various perſons of that deſcription, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, went down from' Jefuſalem, probably to 
- Capernaum, which was at a couſiderable diſtance, } 
for the expreſs purpoſe of watching him, that they | 
might bring ſome accuſation againſt Fim, or diſcredit 
him with the people. I heſe men, with all their 
. to ſanctity, were the moſt violent polen 
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of the Saviour, and were, evidently; actuated by te 
/ baſeſt motives in their conduct towards him. They 
diſcovered great zeal, by taking ſo long a journ 
but it was in a bad cauſe. Nor is it uncommon for 
thoſe, ho reſiſt the truth, to be at immenſe pains 
and expenſe, and even to ſuppoſe that they are & do- 
ing God ſervice,” at the very time they are filled with 
| Perſons, ſo diſpoſed, will ſeldom be at à loſs for ob- 
jections. Something or other, in the moſt exemplary 
3 will appear cenſurable to the envious and 
malicious eye. What cauſe of complaint, then, did 
theſe inſidious adverſaries find againſt the holy Jeſus? 
'Fhey upbraided him with the contempt, which his 
diſciples ſhewed for their traditions, in eating with- 
out firſt waſhing their hands, How ridiculous, and 
how palpable, was their hypocriſy, who laid ſuch 
ſtreſs on outward: purifications, and perceived not _ 
WW their need of inward ſanctity] Men are ever proneto ' 
depend on a ſtrict obſervance of rites and ceremonies 
= even of their own invention, and to ſubſtitute them 
for © the power of godlineſs,“ or to imagine that theſe - - 
will compenſate the neglect of the moſt expreſs, mo- 
ral injunctions. Jeſus, therefore, convicted them of 
their glaring inconſiſtency, in preferring. their own -_ 
ſuperſtitious inſtitutions to the abſolute precepts: f 
God. He produced one inſtance, in which they virtu- 
ally abrogated the fifth commandment.” For they ex- 
culſed thoſe, who, through a falſe pretext of piety and - - 
of devoting their ſubſtance to God, refuſed to relieve 
their aged parents in diftreſs. They accounted it 
ſufficient for them to ſay, that they had bound them- 
ſelves by a vow to give their money to the treaſury | 
or ſome ſacred uſe, and then they conſidered them as | 
freed from the obligation of contributing to the ſup. 
port of their father or their mother. 
It is indiſpenſably required, that we * learn firſt to 
thew piety at home, n 75 
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who violate ſo plain and ſtrict an injunQtion; nor can 


amp ſactifices to God, however coſtly,” be accepted 
An lieu of this important duty. Vet in many ſuch: 


ways did theſe corrupt teachers flatter their deluded 
Swe. Our Lond oblerved, that their vile difli- 


- mulation was accurately deſcribed by one of their 


' own. prophets... For, like thoſe of. they ( drew 


near to God with their mouth, and with their lips did 
; Honour him, but removed their heart from him +.” 
And do none of modern times reſemble them? Have 
we not thoſe, who with a rigorous exactneſs inſiſt on 


| the particular diſtinctions of their own party, and in- 


ſtitutions of merely human authority, while they al- 


low themiſelves. to tranſgreſs, in various in 


the eternal rules of 2 and ſuppoſe that 


their ceremonial ſcrupuloſity or religious zeal will be 


a ſufficient vindication of their conduct? Ah !- what 


- thi depravity of the heart is the grand ſource of 
\. Impurity, which. renders. us defiled in the fight of 


God. The Phariſees, offended: with his plain re- 


- - proofs, and confounded in their deſigns, had gone 
away in diſguſt, On that account, the diſciples, in 
private, expreſſed their fears for the conſequence; but 
be bad them not to be diſturbed by thoſe perverſe op- 


|. palers of the truth, inaſmuch. as both they, and their 
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. 4 that is good and acceptable before God . We 
therefore, credit. their profeſſions of religion, 


| - embraced, to warn the people not to be miſled by ſuch 
TS 2 nders of the law, and to ſhew them, 
8 


ese rs n- 


| final and remedileſs deſtruction. 
It is an awful 


. 
« 


How the effects to themſelves and others 


deceived and the deceiver, however. they may flatter 4 


and be flattered, ſhall periſh together. Let us not, 
therefore, bliadly and implicitiy ſubmit to the opi« 
nions and dictates of men, though they may. bear a 


reſpectable character, or even fill the higheſt fiations, 


in the Church. But let us form our. judgment, not 
from human deciſions, but from “ the law and the 
teſtimony, ſince, whoever may be our teachers, we 
muſt anſwer ſor ourſelves. before the bar of God. 

The declarations of our Lord were not well un⸗ 


derſtood even by his on diſciples. Having re- 


proved them, therefore, in ſecret for their dulneſs of 


comprehenſion, he affirmed in plainer terms, that the 


heart is the ſeat and ſource of all moral pollution, that 


the food which is received for the proper nouriſhment. 
of the body, brings no defilement upon the ſoul, but 
that the man is rendered unclean and offenſive before 
God; only in conſequence. of his ,inward depravity, 
and that which proceeds from it. This is a doctrine, 
which calls for deep humiliation and conſtant circum- 
ſpection. It would be eaſy to eat with clean hands; 


but, would that purge the conſcience? Ab! (Who 


can ſay, I have made my heart clean; I am pure 


from my fin *?” According to the deſcription, which . 


Jeſus here gave, our fallen nature is ſo fruitful of evil, 


that it puts forth, as its common produce, all man- 


ner of impurity. Hence we are taught to account 


for the various kinds of iniquity in the world. Cor- Ji 
rupt reaſonings, irregular deſires, ſenſual affeRtions, 
lewduefs, violence, diſhoneſty, avarice, malevolence, 


treachery, envy, profaneneſs, pride, and folly, have 
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4 an | 
infatuated followers, would ſoon be overwhelmed with 


caſe, when, thoſe, who know not 
the way to heaven, undertake to be-public b | 


— 


= - 
o 
= . 
— ˙»„— — — -—_— 


_— — - 


5 5 ; bekirrönz changer, 


De gs and be ſame origin: they come from 
iin. then, thall we think of the fountain, 


1 Which ſends forth ſuch filth ſtrrams ? How'ſuitable 
© Up ronfelBon of Job; « Id 1 am vile!” How 


© exactly to our caſe, is that ious iſe 
of che new Covenant, I will ff. 55 Mater 
. pon you, and ye hall be 1 new heart alſo will 
ive you, and a ne ſpirit will I put within you 12 
' withdrawing from the obſervation of his 
E 2 enemies, went into the neighbourhood of 
Fre and Sidon, which was a remote part of the 
land t. Here, for proper reaſons doubtleſs, he wiſhed 
to conceal hiaiſelf, but e it to be impracticable. 
He was ſoon known, and applied to for relief; but his 
Vviſit is diſtinguiſhed only 477 one little occurrence, 
Which exhibits a character, york ' oppoſite to that we 
bave ſeen in the Phariſees, ' A poor, diſtreſſed wo- 
man, not & of the ſtock of Iſrael,” but deſcended 
probably from the ancient Canaanites, is here pro- 
duced as a r of the rich grace of 
- God; and it mi meant as an intimation, that 
= would 8882 extended to the Gentiles. She had 
 _  Heardof the wonderful works of Jeſus; from which, it 
3h ſhould ſeem, ſhe believed him to be the very Saviour 
whom the Jews were taught to expect from the family 
of David; Under this convidtion' ſhe had recourſe to 
"uy in behalf of her beloved daughter, Who was 
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ver 


jevouſly aſflicted with a dem poſſeſſion. She Loi 

| plored "his kind interpoſition for yer child, and no 
1 e requeſt with peculiar ardour. t. 
e caſe was. tru]; pitiable; but the behaviour of | 

dess on this occaſion, was ſomewhat ſingular. We grac 

hitherto obſerved him attentive to every cry of tert: 

_ diſtreſs, and ready to render his affiſtance, wherever tend 

it was ſolicited. eee ee _ 
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| Ich of the importunate ſupplieant before kim, and re- 
turned her no anſwer. - After ſome time, the diſciples . 
interceded for her, perhaps through real compaſſion, 7] 
or being wearied with her inceſſant cries, Vat Only Toes. 
this a BE to meet ringer abſolute re A 
fuſal, beca immediate objects of his comm 
were © the loſt ſheep of the boule of IGrael,” = 
« ſinners of the Gentiles,” What, then, could 
be alleged in her behalf? She determined not tq give 1 
up by petition, but rather to preſs it with the greater”. 
earneſtneſs, though ſhe had nothing to plead but her 
own miſery. . She caſt herſelf at his feet, in adora- 
tion of his power and grace, 2 —＋ 3 7 | 
dent expreſſions of her inward anguiſh, and mes 
her entire reliance 'upon him, « Lord, help = Lt 
Still the Saviour appeared deaf to her entreaties, or 
rather to reject her with contempt; for he replied, 
that the Jews, as children of the family, had a prior 
claim to g ts phe and — it would be improper to 
caſt their “ ſuch being the low 
eſtimation in which the e Gene were held. 
From this ſevere repulſe we might have _ 
her caſe as deſperate: but the, with unſhaken 
dence, © againſt hope believed in hope. Her dif- 
culties rg er lon, 6 ſhe papa: e 
very objections, urg inſt her, into an argument 
eee "Alls the juſtneſs of our- 
Lord's alluſion; and that ſhe - ved, to be treated 
no otherwiſe than the dogs, the ged permiſſion to 
ther ſome crumbs under the 's table, which 
children would not uſe; intimating, that, as his | 
grace was fo large, like the proviſions of a rich en- 
tertainment, ſome ſmall portion of it might be ex. 
tended to her, worthleſs as le was, anden jerry. 4 
to his peculiar people. 3 
We are ready to accuſe the Saviour af ating wi 
rigorous cruelty towards this poor woman. But 
cloſe of the narrative unfolds the reaſons of his con- d 
Vor. . | Fa N aul 
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duct. Though for ſome time he appeared umelent- 
Ing au inexorable, at length bis compaſſion broke 

forth; and then it was found,” that he bad withheld 
from her the defited mercy, only that he might exer. 


Lee ber faith, for its further Idereaſe, and 'exhibir t 


to public view for the inſtruction an , nes 


Sr her unfeigned humility, and firm-reliance-upon him, 
„ the obtained her petition. He graciouſly ſmiled upon 
| her, declared his approbation of her behaviour, and 
red her of the perfect and inſtantaneous recovery 

JJ... OR RS OR 
What, then, do we learn from this incident? We 


he did with the woman of Canaan, by ſeeming to dil. 
tegard our diſtreſs, and to reject our ſuit with diſdain, 
Bur let not this apparent heglect deter us: though 


E. 4 | a bf others. When, therefore, ſhe had given full prof 


bear of Jeſus; but do we believe him to be © the 
_- Son of David;“ the “ Lord,“ who can “ have merey 
on us?” Have we no requeſt to make; no bleſſing 

to impfore from him? Let us pray with importunity, 
And take no denial. Perhaps, he may deal with us, as | 


_ 


© - zepulled again and again, let us renew out applica- } 
 Fion with fre 


h ardour, and doubt riot a happy iſſue. 
He may require” us to wait Jong for the very mercy, 
- "Which he means to beſtow. In the mean time, we 
mie to manifeſt our contrition before him, and 
the ſtrength of our confidence in his power, faithful- 


"neſs, and love. Nay, though out guilt and depravity 


may be urged eben as rendering us unſuitable 
Objects for the Saviour's notice; we may ſolicit him, 
the more earneſtly, to glorify himſelf in our deliver- 
unde. But ab! how much impatience do we be- 
tray! Ho little are we able to bear any the leaſt de- 

- lay! How ſoon do we give up our expectation in de- 
ſpondency; as if „the mercy of God were clean 
| ws for ever, and his promiſe had failed for ever- 
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1 our own un- 
boring apprehenfions! © 

9 having leſt the nei 
Si 6 Fame near oth fe of Gale, va he af- 
cended a mountai u of in- 
Tais the 1 48 followed him. Here, 
the caſo of one, deprived entirely of his hearing and 


ghbourhood of Tyre and 2582 


| almoſt of his ſpeech, was ſubmitted to him; nor was _ 


his help implored in vain: - N looking _ * 

prayer, and then pronou . the word I 

22 he — es — ra 

proper functions. That 7 of 

=_ IG. or that he might not provoke the malice of 
bis enemies, he defired the matter to be concealed 
WM from public notice; but the cure appeared ſo wonder- 

fu & that it was ſoon proclaimed abroad, and all ex- 


e all e well.“ 

Nor was chis the only miracle, which bs | 
there. Many other infirm and diſeaſed 3 were 
brought and ſt ot his feet, who-excited his pity, 
and experienced his power to heal . Theſe alto. 
niſhing events could not but make a deep i 
on the minds of the people, who, — 
fied the God of Ifrae!” for his 
And'ſhall we. hear 'of them with En - 
ence? Shall we not be induced, from ſuch proofs of 
the ſtrength and mercy of our Redeemer, to truſt, = 
and love, and praiſe, and ſerve him? Shall we not - 
perceive herein the performance of ancient U 
and blefs God, who “ hath remembered his holy 


we 


- The dignity of Jeſus was diſplayed-in other in- 
es. 5 25 forth his ipods | 


nn o ſupply we css of be. | 
e , is Mack un 10. n 
Y Pr „ who 


% 


their admiration of his character, ber r 


e WE e e EINE WE To 
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a schr Ta CHARACTERS, - 5 
who attended his miniſtry. Moved with compaſſion 


ſor the people, who had continued with him three 

_ days together, and were then quite deſtitute of food, 

and many of them at a diftance their own homes, 

_ — a table for them in the open fields. He 

directed his diſciples” to impart to them their oun 

-;, _, - - feanty proviſions, conſiſting only of ſeven loaves and | 
2e mall fiſhes; which were {@multiplied in the 

8 Aiſtribution, that four thouſand perſons, ' beſides wo- 

men and children, were ſed and ſatisfied. The re- 

mains of this miraculous feaſt; alſo, as of the former, 

. ©... exceeded the original ſtore; ſeven baſkets” of frag- 

ments being gathered up: | (HENS r us fuſh: | 

_ - cient encouragement, ſurely, to upon him. for | 

* our daily bread. Only let us follow him in the way | 

of duty, and he will not ſuffer us to . want any good | 
thing. He © giveth food to all-fleſh;*” nay, * the 

earth is his, and the ſulneſs thereof; ſo that he can, | 

without difficulty, ſupply all dur need. He has in- 

ructed us, allo, we perceive, to be frugal in the 

miaſt of plenty, and not to laviſh by an uſeleſs profu- 

dien what his bounty beſtows. In every caſe it is 


FT. Having diſmiſſed the multitude, he eroſſed the ſea 
; ET 8 1 3 gs A 
=; made upot by a Phariſees ad- 
RN 2 — wiſhed to enfviare kim 2. "Theſe 
men were as repugnant to each other in their princi- 
5 22 poſſible; the former being ſuperſtitious in 
be extreme, the latter perſectiy licentious: but they 
came 2 to tempt Jeſus. We ſee, that perſons 
of oppolite tempers, of different ſentiments, and of 

a  adverſciparties,” who cordiallyhate one another, can 
lay aſide their animoſities for a ſeafon, and forget their 
mutual malevolence, that they may join their ſtrength 
+ | ® Mats . -i. Mark win. 11—-274;.. 
(0040. ; 1 8 . and 
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„ OT ES: | IE 
and intereſt, in W n Chriſt. Theſe ſubtle 8 
antagoniſts, like modern inſidels, objected to toe 
ſofficieney of bis evidence, and demanded of him 
2 of atteſtation, than - what he had yet — 
given. They defired © a ſign from heaven,” intend- 
ing, probably, ſame ſplendid appearance in the ſkies. f 
But is it not the height of pride and inſolence for fin- - 
ners to preſcribe unto what meaſures of conduct 
he ſhould purſue towards chem, what kind of a reve= _ 
lation he thould afford them, or by what particular 
MC teſtimonies it ſhould-be confirmed? Men preſumptu- 
ouſly deſpiſe and reject the plain and inconteſtable 
proofs; by which he has evinced the truth of his G 
| pel, and arrogantly call for thoſe, which be has wiſely 
denied, and Gs alſo, would be ineffectual to eon- 
( ö ·˙ m w RR ð e ̃ .-. 8 
* e ee —— | 
_ . tention to wor | betray 0 i 
norance and ſtupor in Pein concerns. bey will . 
alſo tranſact their ſecular affairs with confidence, 
where they have nothing to depend on, but mere con- 
jecture; and yet hazard their eternal ſal vation, While . 
they are petulantly objecting to the infallible creden © 
tials of the holy ſcriptures. Such was thel raſe of © 
thoſe captious diſputants, ho attacked the Saviour; © 
and on this ground he reproved their inconſiſteney 
in forming an accurate judgment of the weather, and 


yet obſtinately 3 < the ſigns of te. 
times.” He then dec wich deep diſtreſs for _ 
their awful ſtate, that no ſuch evidence, as they de- 


fired, would be granted, except it were his j re- 
ſurrection on the third day; and then he left them to 
themſelves, departing to the oppoſite ſide of the lake. 
Let their caſe ſtand as a folemn admonition to thoſe g 
who ſtudy to invalidate revelation by theit ſubtle a  —© 
guments. Alas while you are debating, Jeſus may 
entirely withdraw Himſelf 2 you, and give you up '' + * 
LILY „ 8 N * 8 | to - LI + 
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0 . and a confirmed obduracy of 


7 . 1 | 
were diſtreſſed to find, that they had nearly ex- 
ted their whole ſtock of proviſions. Their Maſ. | 
ter, to turn off their attention to a more profitable 
ſuzject, cautioned them to bewrre of the leaven 
1 of the Phariſees and of the 9 intending 
thereby to guard them againſt the dangerous opinions 
df thoſe falle teachers, 2 combated. 
But they were fo. anxious about their bodily ſuſte- 
mnmuance, chat they conſidered him only as directing 
" them, what bread they were to avoid. He reproved 
Wo, idem, therefore, very ſharply for entertaining the | 
. -diſtruſting fear of wanting to eat, after having 
twice 3 as they had done, 2 ſupported by 
A miracle. Do not moſt of our oven painful appre- 
benſious ariſe from a forgetfulneſs of the Lord's graci. 
dus interpoſitions in our favour? Oh! — and 
cionfuſion belong to us, becauſe we eee 10 
more by our paſt experience! *1 
- Jeſus then declared explicitly, that he meant to | 
6 guard: them againſt thoſe corrupt doRrines of his op- 
poſers, which might be compared to leaven. How 
1 inmſinuating, how inſectious is error. How ſoon it 
=. ſpreads its influence, though often imperceptibly! 
mene aware of the ous conſequence of ad. | 
. 2 Or do we imagine, that all opi- 
| ually ſafe? Are thete no fatal miſtakes, 
_— of which we ſhould be ſuſpicious! 
= Ves, there never was a time, when ſuch a caution was 
g - more geceſſary, Take heed, then, chat ye be not 
a Prager eee ee e -of 4 Aale, by the 
| gut or men, Ne meds 4 they 
: 9 20 


— 
* W « "=o * 4, * 


: + * 
- 


. 
—_— —— r —_— 


_ 


— 


— — ny 
— — 


SSO aer < oa w oa wn wm LEA LIL. 


1 
4 Fay: $36 "IS G LOY 
£4 | 
* . 4; 4 : ” 


72h, 


— 


M ennisr. 


1 hide to Bechlade, e 4 ES 


to extend his. compaſſion to a blind man . 

readily conſented; and yet he choſe not to perform 
the miracle within the confines of the town, nor would - 
he ſuffer the perſon to return thither, to pubiilh His 
eaſe: which might be intended as a mark of his dif- 
pleaſure againſt the unbelieving inhabitants. Many 
of the aſtoniſhing effects of his power and grace, at 
this time alſo, are purpoſely concealed from the ob- 
ſervation of finners, who would be diſpoſed to treat 
them with contempt. and deriſion. But the day is 
approaching, when all his wonderful works, and the ; 
excellenèy of his character, ſhall be made known to 
the aſſembled univerſe, to the unſpeakable joy of his 
Kithful people, and the confulion of his eviemies. —@ + 

When he had withdrawn the man to a little diſta 
from the city, he reſtored his yh but. but in a an 
manner. : the firſt touch Saviour, ſome 


— 


tickened es, ſo that things were perceived ob- 
ſeurely, ne. men ee trees walking,” But 4 
upon the ſecond touch, every object was ſeendiſtinAly, 

In every one of his Rs”, us exhibited his FA 
vine perſections: but he did not confine himſelf to à 
particular mode of operation. In ſome inſtances, we 
apprehend, the full blaze of day was ſuddenly poured 


one gre: of cleurneſs to another. * the 
reed ſpiritaal concerns. ne of veth light 
and underſtanding to the Rap A. s W OW. 
of his grace are different iti d | 
muſt not dictate to him, nor Gf op up the . any 


nn 9 * a 
— 0 a 


muſt be accommodated. Some may be inſtantaneou 
A called out of darkneſs into marvellous light; whil 


e 1 
5 Penn, 4 
VVV 


faint glimmerings of light were conveyed to = | 


bo pred che blind, but here was a regular advance | 


Ebriſtian as a ſtundard, to which. that of all others - 
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of the truth, The wet wankere of divinellumina: 


_ -. ion is an earneſt for good. It is like the twilight of 


: munication. 1 75 


ws 
— 


bs; us now changed his ſituation, and betook bim- 
1 


: of J Judea +, In that nei ghbourhood, being retired | 
with bis diſciples; he ed. of them, wete 
- the general ſentiments of men concerning him, Be- 


te Baptiſt, or ſome one of the ancient prophets, riſen 
hes again, be urged them to declare their own opinion of 
Es character. To this there could be no other an- 
wer from his own attendants, than what Foo im: im- 
ere 

1 rn confeffion ; and Jeſus e the fa- 1 
- . "voured- Apoſtle, ho made it, peculiarly bleſſed, as } 
having received his knowledge, not by his. natural | 
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- . * k 4 
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; the morning, which announces the rifing of the ſun, | 
F Though much obſcurity, therefore, may attend your 

| "preſent views, be encouraged to wait upon the Savi- 
dur, in bope of receiving a more diſtinct perception. 
7 The path of the juſt is as the ſhinin Hght that 


ſhine more and more unto the 


to. Cefarea-Philippi, in. the northern extremity 


ing informed, that he was thought to be either John 


| 
' 
| 


returned m. the name of the r 
, the Son of the living God.“ * Was 


abilities, or any. human aid, dot ay Bol Sirin N | 
e INTAINDIE lie- 


curity of his Church, aga aſſaults of the powers | 
_ of darkneſs, he nib to uſe Peter, as A principal 
. in building that ſacred edifice, and ſettling 
concerns of his government. This amounted to 
clear and- explicit ayowal, that he was indeed the 
3 poſle of. i ee authority : but it paſſed 
only in private, and motives of fre e he 
b a 
hour a arrived. gy | 
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ens, n | . Tan © 
Whit are our conclufions; ati ths | 
dinary character before us? Do we know him to be 
the Chriſt? Let us not preſume on our own ſagacity;” - 
the advantages of education, or any athſtance from 
wen, hut implore the divine influence upon our 
mind; '«« that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tbe 
Father of glory, may give unto us the Spi irit of wil 9 
dom and revelation, in the knowledge 71 him. 
Or, are we grounded on the only ſure foundation 
« the rock, which cannot be moved? Tbeg let us us | 
exult in our high privileges,” and truſting to the pro- 
miſe, let us de the fierceſt attacks of our moſt malls 
356 wn 79 acknowledged his real — 
us, hav 
. * — 208 to his diſciples with lefs 3 
concerning © hiſs f and the particular means, "Ao 
he ſhould accompliſh redemption for his pe 
therefore, -plainly foretold his approaching age, .. 
death, and reſurrection. But ſuch 2 — they. . - "1 
had not looked for; and the declaration almoſt ſtag - 
ered their faith, - Peter, in particular, with his uſual 
9 dared to object to the ſcheme, as un-„- 
IF of his 3 and to diſſuade _— I Sf . 
This brought upon him a ſha enfionz 
for he had > idently botreedvery Weka con 
ceptions of the kingdom of TR and appeared even 
as an accomplice of Satan, 3 
figns, Let us learn em right notions of the way 
of ſalyation. If Peter was acting a diabolical part, 4 
when be tempted Jeſus to relinqu iſh the end, for 
which he came into the world, ky ix be well ofia- a 
bliſhed in this fundamental article of our creed, that 
«'wethave redemption” through bis blood,” and hae 
7 70 appeared ef: e 9 of him 
#7; A5 „ 
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From this ciccumftance, was led to add 
' not his diſciples. only, ber the man — 


a neceſſity ol IS to ſuffer with him; | 

. [ome * ; for they con- 

1 rſelyes. Do we profeſs a regard to hic He 
A 2 us to enter upon a ſtrict courſe of felf-denial, 


WOT, und to ſubmit to extreme diculties, even to martyr. 
; + » dowvitfelf\ in his cauſe; We mult- teſtify a grateful 

x co of hi lore, and a pre deco promote bis 
E . intereſt, motion and. bio 
25 Fe are required, for bis ſake, A ſtrong 
h 9 t to preſent enjoyments N 
ever; but a cheerful renuociation 3 | 
and valuable upon earth, in the ſervice of Chriſt, 
Fa n [ 


SEEN 2 n | 
5 e make your choice, and, 
2 leaſe, prefer the world to him. Secure its 
delights, and, r poſſeſs the whole | 
of its pompe, its dominion, or its 2 what will 
vou have gained? Can 72 eſtimate your profit, when | 
8 rejected of God, — 4 Is be loſt, | 
wer of recovery, for ever? Is there any | 
= to he offered, by which you could —— 1 
2 from hell, or even 2 mitigation of its tor- | 
2 And ate your immortal ſpirits. in danger of | 

— 1255 « the. Randeth before. the 
door; —4 Son of man come, with all the 
glory of his divine majeſty, and with the whole reti- 
Vos of heaven; and you muſt appear at his tribunal, 
mas 3 « according to your works. What, then, 
for at his bands, if you have | 
d cauſe, e thro the baſe principle of fear or | 
1 — have declined the vrofelfion of his Goſpel, or 
| the ety of his 8 Think you, that he will 
then own you, and number you ** his 8 
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. py a 
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Fo: he will ſeparate you from their company, for 
whom'you dared not © Mah an attachment upon 
earth; he DS you' with, 2 Son- 
u to 2 Rate of unutterable confulion;” torment, 
ef of 9 6 Wt GET * | Pry ei 
Such was the purport of our Lord's ſolemn admog—-ꝛ- © 
nitionus ; and Sin 5 _ 2 ſhould finners ff 
the preſent da warned. Perhaps the” objection 
might be raiſed, If he were indeed of that exalted dig- +. 
nity, which he repreſented, why did not his glory im- 
mediately appear? And it might be with à view to 
obviate the difficulty, that he aſſured the perſons + + 
around him, that ſome of them ſhould not die, till! 
they had ſeen a. grand exhibition of his majeſty, which 
might be conſidered as the commencement of his go 
vernment. Some have 2 that this referred to | 
bis transfiguration, which ſoon followed; but it has 
more generally been explained of that remarkable dif- 
play of his power, which took place in the deſtructiom 
of Jeruſalem, to the overthrow of his enemies, and 
the eſtabliſhment of his Chureh. That event he fre- 
quently. deſcribed as his coming; and ĩt was an awful 
emblem of his future and more illuſtrious advent for 
the final judgment of the world. B 
His predictions have been in part fulfilled x and in 
due time, when his righteous purpoſes are effected, 
they will all have their full completion. He will be 
revealed in his glory, as he hath told us; “ and everx 
eye ſhalt ſee him. How n Ek . 
hat is our hope and expectation ? Does the pr . 
of his manifebrivn fill us with delight? For ſo it 
ought to do, if we be indeed partakers of his ſalvation, 
It is the privilege of his faithful people to look and 
long for his appearing, crying, © Come, Lord Jeſus, - 
come quickly. But ſuch as remain at enmity againſt 
him, have abundant cauſe to dread “ the day of the 
Lord.” In vain would they call upon the rocks ana 
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"God—expelled an evil e wand, W 2 
 not—warned them 


his — 
paid the ſacred tribute by a WY upge 794 
cautions againſt es 8 cons a 4 7 : 


the weake le believers, J 
ale Kit. 


en = 


Kb 
e in 2 
tate of profound humiliation: (the 2 — 


| Ther were alſo certain SIE. which his true 


ity was diſplayed in a very fi manner. The 
owing i inftance is of that kind; and it ſeems t 


ciples, which was laſt mentioned, be retired a kink 
mountain (ſuppoſed by fome to be mount Tabor), 
for the pur co of 3 devotion ꝰ . He ſelected 


three out of the twelve, Peter, James, and John, his 


| '. Mat, ls r Mark i r. Luke is, 28—36. | 
3 5 in 


as * 


6 8CRIPTURE exanacrans. 1 2 
favoured attendants, that they might be witneſſes of + 
OTE exhibition of his glory, as they ſoon afterwards 
PVere of his diſtreſſing agony in the garden of Geth- 
”/_ - fſemane, In their preſence, as he offered. up his fer- 
vent ſupplicarions, he affumed-z moſt magnificent 
.  _ appearance, tting off, N 
ſervamt and 2 likeneſs/>f men, and diſcovering his 
| proper character, while he ſhoge with the luftre of 
divine majeſty. His Counteriance became bright and 
_ dazzling, as the ſun in the firmament; and ſuch a 
endour covered his whole body, that the rays, as 
were, darted through his. garments, which-alſo were 
1 and ſparkling as the light iifelf. Two emi. 
nent perſons, likewiſc, who bad been honoured in his 
ſervice upon earth, Moſes and Elijah, then attended 
Aim from the world of ſpirits, in a glittering, reſplen- 
dent form, and aber with him on the grand de- 
| . Ggn of his incarnation, the facrifice which he was 
, 'thordly to make for the 2 of ne, by his eruci- 
en an Jerutlen f | 
A fight fo: wonderful, . welt 6verwhetns the 
Miree-Apoſtles. At firſt, they bad fallen aſleep through ' | 
b = but being awakened, probably by the ex- 
of brightneſs of the appearance, the Id the 
g ſpectacle, and heard the concluſion of the 
- SR Peter, in particular, experienced fo rap- 
turous a ſurpriſe upon the occaſton, that he exclaimed, ! 
„ Maſter, it i“ good for us to be here,“ and propoſed: | 
t erect tabernacles for the accommodation of their 
Lord and his two illuftrious attendants, as if he- could 
have ſpent bis li upon the mount, amidft foch tran- 
glory, and with ſuch exalted company. But 
he ſcarcely underſtood the meaning of his on words. | 
bis was net the whole. Immediately a ſnining 
cloud, as an emblem of the divine preſence, perhaps 
teſembling the ancient Sheehinah, overſhadowed them, 
bon heaven impreſſed them with a ſolemn awe; while a voice 
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eternal Facher, and the obſect of, his ſupreme e- 
hy Ire pn uc an un- 


ſabmiffon to him: Hoereg „ Gee 
| 2 and a near 


approach of the Deity, But 
— exhibition too much for humam 


the moſt advanced ſaints in this world would feel ſome 


degree of terror, if God were to manifeſt —— 4 . 


them in his glorious maje e 
with grace and mercy. Pp 


ſhould . 


2250 of ep we os wats — #<.ag as Job, «1 abhor 


and repent in duſt and aſhes s: of #s Iaiahy: 
for I am undone : or as Peter, 


7 Lord 2,7 


theſe three diftinguiſhed diſciples * fell on their 


mediately interpoſed- to ſupport and comfort them. 


God, and to give them confidence before bim, im- 
t his 


hands on them, and encouraged thee w 
ri r 5 
The transfiguration was ended; the heavenly viſit 


— 7 — . le: 


4 = "3 of = 5 = vi = - N 
as 1 — * ' N 1 . 4 
men ener ef 


̃ ? Alas? ſuch is our ſtate of inſirmiey, NE 
e effect of guilt upon the con that 


face, and were fore afraid.” But Jeſus, who under-. 
takes to introduce his people into" the” preſence of 


- 


nm 
—— been ee 5 


ene 


vho much reſembled jah in his 
having a entered 
boon foret it 


— does the narration of dais lin. | 
— — N 
and atte not o | 

thr Ly end but by one of thoſe who were 54 | 
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A, yuh that they had not followed eunningly deviſ 
- | Fables; but — Jeſus was indeed what they had 
heard him declared to be by a voice from heaven, 
ec the 8on of God 2. And are we receiving him as 
the beloved of the F ather? Do we admire, praiſe, and 
truſt him? Are we alſo, 5s Fodder, well pleaſed” | 
in him? Do we feel a ho n delight 
In his mediation; as a ſufficient ground of hope and | 
confidence towards God? Do 6.4 hear him, as our 
| Teacher to inſtruct, our Saviour to comfort, and out 
Lord to command us? Then by faith we 'behold an | 
unſpeakable glory in him, ous, not that outward 4 
luſtre, ſo . to the bodily ſight upon the mount. 
Then we thall not any ider him as « the man 
Chriſt Jeſus,” but believe that the fplendour of the 
divine majeſty refides in him, and we ſhall | devoutly | 
| * as our Lord and our God. 
It is probable, that the transfiguration was intended | 
| to animate and 1 himſelf, who in his 
- . human nature might ior doen 
prehenſion of his —— ſufferin 
prevent his choſen companĩons from 
by the depth of his humiliation. They 
fore, the better prepared to attend him 3 
of Gethſemane, and to ſtand by his croſs e 
Cualvary. They beheld a token of his future glory, 
ö , hi "ls 


3 ru. e-. + - 
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mode 


mes chr. 3 Ps 


ſhould a his return to heaven: and we con- | 
ſider 15 5 2 as in ſome ſort a repreſentation of that 
magnificent and awful appearance, when, , „being in 
the form of Goch“ he ſhall come again * to judge the 
quick and dead,” accompanied with a grand retin 
| — merely Moſes and Elijah, but “ten thouſand of 
his faints,”” F he. prof; ſhould cheer and revive 


ou ſhall be witneſſes and partakers of his trium 
exaltation: * when Chriſt, who is our life, 
pear then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory “. — 
u 


your hearts, if indeed you are bis faithful diſciples. 
t 
4 


You likewiſe ſhall be transfigured : ( You 2 be like 
him, for you ſhall ſee him as he is 4,” and © ſhall 
ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of your Fa- 
ther f.“ Then it may be ſaid in the higheſt { 
* Lord, it is good for us to be here. From that holy 
mount you will never be called down; and the glo 
which is there to be revealed, © fadeth not away. 3 
. eſus returned to his other diſciples, whom 
behind, he found them engaged in diſpu- 
tation with the Scribes, who, probably, were en 
vouring to ſubvert their faith in him 5. U 
the vaſt. multitudes of people, 48 ſur- 
rounded them, ran with eager” joy to expreſs their 
reſpelt for him. * they were ſtruck with amaze- 
ment; and, though we are not UG with the 
cauſe, it is pollible, that this effect might be produced 
by ſome remaining luſtre, which they obſerved in his 
countenance: for thus he face of Males ſhone, when 
Em om Sinai. 3 104 
mo e great numbers, o around 
im, one 1 in particular, under extreme 
ited- his aid. He brought wi Nie 
only child, who, inſtead 77 à comfort to him. 
was a ſpectacle of horror, afflicted with lunacy, con- 
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haps bis. principles were ſhaken by'the 8 of 


Rd 


- wealeneſs,” 
Lord, I believe, hel 


_ ulſe with fits, and tortured in various way ys through | 
the polſefion of an evil ſpirit. The father, 3 

ing the cafe; kneeled as an bumble ſupplicant at the 
ſet of Jeſus, and cried, “ Lord, have mercy on my 


—if —4 8 thing, have 2 on 
3 and us,” In this very application, the man 
hai diſcovered ſome degree of dependence but doubt 
and heſitation ſet med co be mixed with it: and per- 


the gender, and by the failure of the diſciples, who 
had tried in vain to effect the cure. us, therefore, 


 Fequired a more decided teſtimony his faith, all 


deliverances were not too 
much to be expected in an humble reliance upon him, 
The poor petitioner, being inftantly convicted of his 
exclaimed, with evident Jai of diſtreſs, 
nm mine unbelief. The 
_eonfeflion was accepted, and the prayer ranted. The 
Saviour did not even upbraic hie with his diftru 
poet proceeded to perform his requeſt. He rebuk 


r 
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led the devil, who ſeemed unwilling to re- 


bega his hold, Mr even in the at of departin 


- . grievoully tormented the unh ent. After fat. 
-£ forme violent vp 


0 5 ies, the On was reſtored in 
to his rejoicing parent. 

You alfo, who 3 unto Jelve, ould dit. 
| doſe the troubles of your mind, Ne ro 
| heart before him y- ng Ne Tu inftance, it will be 


e mercy on us.“ 
of entertaining any fears or No gurt 
| which are diffionourable to his character. 
En eoncerning his ability, oe his 
* grind en to help. © © Canſt thou believe! is the 
ig 


ity; r are communicated 
1 him 


Confeſs and t this weakneſs before 


= praying that he may pardon and remove it __ 
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Difßculties, 
he which you and fill you win 
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manner, they ſhould perf, perform the moſt Leude 
fary to implore divine af 
ge and in great difficulties, by a more than 1 . 
BG: with. the ſame powers, as the Apaltles.. But 
of God's s ſtrengthening and ſupporting band. 


* 


* 
? 
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act wichbeld ” favour from you. on account of its. 
© Lond I believe; help thou mine unbehe£” Noe 
you entreat him for - yourſelvey alone, but for 
=o pie] or your child in diſtreſs. In all circum- 
| he can extend WS; the very ws which. 


_ diſciples as we have intimated, in vain ate 
tempted to expe ] the'demon : and at this they expreſ.- 


ed their "wonder, when they had retired with their 


Maſter. They had wrought many. miraculous: cures 


. before, and, perhaps, for that very reaſon, they were 


too ſelf-fufficient, forgetting their entire dependence 
upon him for all their fucceſs. At leaſt, in this in- 
fance their faith failed them; and, accordingly, he. 
taught them, that, only by maintaining. a conſtant 
reliance upon him, though it were but in Rs 


operations, - He further A n that it was neceſ- 
ance, eſpecially on 


mEifurt of devotion and humiliation, :- 
© ate not called to the ſame high office, or in 


we have all, in our reſpective places, ro wy? <= 
n 
view of our feveral duties aud trials, we may ſee rea- 
Perhaps to cry out, ¶ Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
erhaps, Fon: good endeavours have miſcarried, be- 
cauſe of our inbehef.” With what temper of mind, 
ve we ſet ourſelves to combat our ſpiritual enemies 
ball we wonder, that we have been defeated, or that 
our corruptions ſtill retain. their aſcendancygnotwith= 
anding aur oppoſition? For is it not true, here alſo, | 
ack} we 2 cannot ae. rr 


rayer an 
= 


tom d 5507 of transſiguration, 
Pry different parts of Galilee, RI he 


9 * he might ale 
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_". -- diſciples, more fully than be had done before, his ap- 


proaching ſufferings, death, and reſurrection. The 
ſubſect had been repeatedly mentioned, but they were 
df apyretienſian— aid unwilling to admit it. They 


till looked for temporal dominion, and therefore could 
not bear to hear of his loiing his life in an ignominious 
and violent manner. They were diſtteſſed and con- 


founded, and yet afraid to diſcloſe their difficulties. 


72) He, however, enduring with much indulgence theic 


ignorance, ambition, and unbelief, continued to ſug- 
geſt his cautions; that he might 8 correct theit 


miſtakes. The eros of Chriſt has ever been mat- 


ter of offence; and it is ſo in our own day. This 


_ _ humbling ſcheme is wat a proud and carnal mind 


cannot reliſh; and therefore it is accounted © fogliſh- 
_ neſs,” We are infinitely indebted to the mercy of 


| God, who Bas reftified our notions and ſubdued our 


prejudices, if we are brought to admire-it, to truſt and 


rejoice in it. For after all the vain cavils of preſump-. 


_ tu6us'mien; it is the power of God and the wiſdom 
of God.“ But you, who are averſe to this method 
of ſalvation, ſhould conſider, that it is not for you to 
|  . pfeſcribe unto God. Submit "implicitly to his graci- 
us appdintment, not dare to quarrel with bis terms. 
Beg of him to pardon your perverſeneſs, and give you 
more clearly to comprehend, what may for the preſent 


|  appear'obſcure or inconliſtent, |... 2 


When Jefus came to rnaum, it was enqui 

by the collectors, whether he did not uſually pay the 
tribute (probably the money commanded to be levied 
for the fer vice of the temple) ; and. his conduct upon 


| _ occaſion was' re! e "Jeſus diſcuſſed 
_ the fubjeRt in private with his Apoſtſe Peter, arguing, 
that'he, "as the Son of God, might 1 4 peculiar 
 Exemption'from ſharing” in the expenſe of ſupporting 
his Father's houſe, which ſhould be laid upon ſtrangers 
rather than upon. him. But to avoid offence, 9 » 
Wee 
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agreed diſcharge the claim,” But whence, was the . 
money to be furniſhed? According to his direQjons, 
Peter caſt his hook into the ſea, and a fiſh bearing i in 
on mouth a ove e to 4 full HOU of the tri - 
ute, preſented itſelf as an eaſy prey, at the very time 
and 24 in which it was $603 i This extraordinary . 
method of payment diſplayed his Joe and — ich 
ſcenſion: his condeſcenſion in ſu to ſuch a 
tate of extreme poverty, though he was Lord of all | 


that he could not produce Heh very mall ſum, om Wo 


ent to anſwer the demand, without a miracle; and his 
power, inaſmuch as all creatures were ready to yield 
3 5 to kim, in whatever way they were 80 
quit e 
Let us not, then. complain of our contracted cite 
cumſtances, while, we contemplate Jeſus in ſo mean 
a condition: nor let us heſitate to tru ourſelves under 
his care, when we ſee how ealy it is for him to pro- 
cure money for ry uſes, - He has taught us to 
contribute cheerfull 2 our ut reſpective ſtations, what- 
ever may be needful for the ſupport of religion and 
civil government. *-Render, therefore, to all their 
- dues; tribute, to vom tribute is due; cuſtom, to 
whom cuſtom *,” Wichhold not from any, their 
juſt or . demands. If you profeſs to be fol- 
1 of Jeſus, you will feel the 1 ab4g of his motive; 


prejudices of the world againſt the Goſpel will make 
i 15 hs, Aenne 
our conduct. 2A e 

= ur Lord, having called the twelve around bim, 
in the houſe where he was retired, addreſſed them 
3 code a . warn- 
ing, reproving them, as might be moſt expedien 
according to their circumilanoes * — 
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6 leſt we offend them. The fear. of increaling. mj 
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the road, concerni the ri 
dag Joy kingdom ; y for, . 7 


of precedency 
yl yew Labour yr! ok and being too much under the 
| ——ç— of an ambitious e N Pie were all ea 
obtain the — theft places of preferment, 


2 ade to Lge OT. to their | 
ghts, and foggtſted,, that, to be truly ho. | 
g in his account, | Mey mot poſſeſs other diſ. 
pPoſitions, nd excel in Wo 1 e length, chey in- 
 '- troduced the matter ope nly, ng that it was not 1 
concealed, and aſked plainly; "4 LENS is the greateſt?” |} 
To this he replied, while brought 1 an infant hefore 
chem, and took. him in his arms, that, except they 1 
were converted to God, and le meek, teach - 
Able, and ſree from defigns of Fare and af piring views, 
luke little children, they would not only attain no ex- 
_ .. altation, but have uo ſhare at all in his kingdom; 
and that the perfon, who diſcovered meſt of an un- 
. . of mind, ood the higheſt | in his fa- | 
Aud are we galy ſenſible of the ſpiritual nature of | 
our religion? 'Are we not aiming at worldly grandeur | 
and pre- eminence, inſtead of attending to | ip rae | 
H our fouls? What have we known of real conver | 
| fron of heart? Is not the very term treated with pro- 
fane ridicule, as if the mention of it proved a man a | 
_ "viſionary 2 an eng? But Io „if converſion 
were ſo abſol apr! Ho ry in our, Lord's time, it 
.  Cafinot now be 4 5 wit, however the idea may 
be corned among us. Where ſhall we look for 
-Cbriftian bumility? Do alt, who 2 be. the 
_ diſciples of Jeſus, fla evident marks of a ana 
Gmplicity, madeſty; ſubmiſſion, and dependence? Ot 
© rather; is not ſuch a diſpoſition derided as a deſpicable 
meanneſs? How ſtrange, that thoſe fbould retain the 
name of Chriſtianity, who are aſhamed of its peculiar 


eren kd nde pe weguck, 


„ 
7 them debating 
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down? Do we become more and more abaſed-in our 
ſelves? Have we a deeper ſenſe of the mali 8 
fin, and of our extreme depravity? Do we 
truſt, more unreſervedly, to ey help of God, 5 1 
daily to maintain faith in the Redeemer, more firm! 
for every blefling ?. Thus only ſhal} we;proye our * 
vancement in the divine life, and our e „ 
heaven. bg 
Jeſus, having | mentioned, « one dil 
in- the — of of his Lon: Gre 
what a tender regard be paid to them. 
wang thaf whatever your. was done unt6 any. « 
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Fine ſuch ftumbling-blocks are laid before us, 
A e but prove fatal to.the 


uls of thouſands! So-circumſtanced, indeed, as, we | 


now hs, theſe things · are to be expected: by inevit- 


e conſequence they will occur. But how provok - 
God; how terrible the effects! © Wo unto the 
world, becauſe offences! Wo to that man, by whom 
the offonce cometh!” 
Would you avoid the awful 2383 Then 
: beware, leſt there be ſomething in your. temper. el 
conduQ, which may 1 quar. — ane 
or prejudicing their minds againſt the truth of 8 
Attend to what the Saviour has ſuggeſted in his ſolemn _ 
exhortation. It may be expedient. for you to relin- 
pub the moſt delightful gratification, every favoutite 


uſt, every worldly proſpect, though as rar 
and i in your eſtimation as neceſſary, as a 12 


or an eye. Do not heſitate, becauſe the «ped 


Gor is painful. It were far better, ſurely, to * 
- 4 


to ew, 


7 | vice by his 
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to thoſe endleſs torments, which are reſerved 
the 415 Does not the deſcription excite an 


175 dende lead, while, it is e y declared, three 
| tines together, that in hell « theft + worm dieth not, 
©." - andthe Re is not quenched?!” The ſacrifices under 


- the Mofaic law were ſprinkled with ſalt & in alluſion 


facrifice to the juſtice of God, & thall be falted with 
fire;** and this ene the hercenkſs and durable 
nature of thoſe flames, to Which the inipenitent will 
de doomed. Would vou eſcape them? The direc- 


- tion is clear; *every facrifice ſhall be falted wich 


falt; that is, eyery one, truly devoted to God, and 
hom be will accept, muſt be conſecrated to, his ſer- 


| the foul.” lis is the falt,” which you muſt ob- 


tain; or elſe, notwithſtanding your religious profeſ- 


- ion, will be worthleſs and contemptible. Y 


enforce an affectionate 8 to the leaſt and 'mean- 
eſt 'of bis members. 


. even ſuch an infant, upon which the very Angels are 
_ commiſſioiied to attend: much leſs,” then, ſhould we 
| A8 thoſe, reſented If the babe, to whom the 

2 Ns . who bow 2 

4 9 —＋ God, conti miniſter. Na 


6 je bile” he held the child in | 
huis arms, he obſerved, that we ought not to deſpiſe | 


| -_ 3 47 7 


eee is ted, that © every one,” falling a | 


e, which done can purify: and preſerve 


'= The ſubject being important, Jeſus continued to | 


| 
| 


- reſcue chem from en was the very. e for | 


which © the Son of man” came into the world. " He | 


is that © good NO who ſeeks after the wan- 
YE ices in-its recovery, even more 
of bis flock, which are TT ſe- 
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JE8US CHRIST, * 337 
cured within his fold. We, alſo, ſhould poſſeſs a fi- 
milar diſpoſition; and, therefore, ſo far from ob- 
ſtructing the ſalvation of any ſoul 
in promoting it. | 

vena Cariſtian brother may ſometimes act in- 
conſiſtently, and we may ſuffer through his miſcon- 
duct. But we are not therefure/raſhly to , abandon 
him, or indulge a vindictive temper. We are im- 
mediately to attempt his reſtoration, firſt by private 
admonitions, then by the interference of a few com - 


- 


mon friends, and, if that method ſhould be ineffectual, 


by the more public cenſures of the religious commu- 
nity, to which we belong. It is only, when every 
effort fails, that we may proceed to the painful ex- 


tremity, and renounce all fellowſhip with him. Per. 


| haps, this expedient may be ſalutar y; at leaſt, it will 
be proper. And, that diſcipline might be maintained 
in his Church, our Lord has aſſured us, that the de- 
ciſions of his miniſters and people, acting in his name 
and from a regard to his glory, ſhall be ratiffed in hea 
ven. Not only for the regulation of 4 Chriſtian 


ſociety, but for the encoyragement of all to me: t in 


a dependence upon him, for the purpoſe of united 
prayer, though it ſhould be only in the ſmalleſt com- 
ies, he ſolemnly promiſed, that their petitions 


1d be granted, their aſſemblies honoured with | 


his own immediate preſence: © There,” faid- he, 


vam I in the midſt of them.” How exalted is the | 


language! How gracious the declaration! He can 
be no other than the Omnipotent Jehovah, who 
« filleth heaven and earth, ſince be engages to mani+ 
feſt himſelf in all the various places where his people 


meet, at the ſame moment of time. He ſpeaks alſo. 


in terms 22 to the Deity, © I am.” Yet © as 
his majeſty is, ſo is his mercy.” He will not be un- 
mindful of them, who ſeek him. Let them aſſociate 
together in his name, profeſſing their regard to him, 
and offer up their joint petitions, (with one mind and 

Vol. III. þ t Q | | a EE 
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enliven our affections, and e 
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one mouth” pleading his merits, and they ſhall know, 


that he is in the midſt of them, by the ſtrength and 
comfort of bis Spirit. 8 the promiſe ſhould 


in his ſervice. 
tcok occaſion to propoſe the enquiry, how often for- 


giveneſs ſhould be extended to an offending brother, 
as if ſome limits ſhould be affixed to the exerciſe of 


our patience and forbearance. - But Jeſus, in his re- 


ply, has taught us, that, if injuries ſhould be multi. 
plied againſt us without number, we. ſhould ſtill be 


| hn to pardon, not merely «© until ſeven times, but 


until ſeventy times ſeven; and even that our lenity 
to others ſhould be as, unbounded as that of God is 


towards us, This aſtoniſhing compaſſion and grace 


of our God is repreſented in an affecting parable, 
He is the great King, who © takes account of his ſer- 
vants,” and to whom we are indebted in a larger 
ſum, than we are able to compute. Should he rigo- 
uſly demand the payment, our caſe would indeed 
deſperate. Let us try the effect of an humble appli- 
cation to his mercy.. He will not proceed in ſtrict 


. 


neſs, we cry, Lord, have patience with 
us.” He will inſtantly and freely remit the whole 


uſtice _ us, if, under a deep conviction. of our 
.wretchi 


demand. Has he done this for us? And do we not 


feel a grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs? Or, where is the 


perſon, who, with the hope of having received ſuch 


à gracious diſcharge from his Lord, can retain ſenti- 


ments of anger and revenge againſt an offending bro- 
ther, who implores forgiveneſs? This ſtrange incon- 


ſiſtency is exhibited in the character of the unmerciful 


man, who experienced ſuch clemencyfrom his Maſter, 


| When his own debt was immenſe, and yet exacted from 
| his poor fellow-ſervant, with extreme ſeverity, the +» 
payment of a few paltry pence, So trifling are 2 


3 


w 


ge our expectations, 


A As our Lord had inſiſted on the manner, in which 
diſſenſions between Chriſtians ſhould be healed, Peter 
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the injuries, which we can poſſibly ſuſtain from. one 
another, compared with our manifold and heinous 
provocations againſt God. If, then, in the warmth 
of our reſentment, we conclude, that our brother has 
no claim to dur compaſſion, and we refuſe to extend 
any mercy to him, what do we, but paſs ſentence upon 
are The indignation of the lord, who had 
ſhewn ſo much tenderneſs, was rouſed inſt the in- 
exorable wretch. ©. So likewiſe,” fai divine 
Teacher, © ſhall my heavenly Father hos o unto 

u, if ye from your hearts forgive not dn bh one big 
droht their treſpaſſes.“ 

How tremendous is the thought, that a wiitici6us, 
cruel,” and revengeful diſpoſition is odious in the light 
of God, and, unrepented of, will bring down his 

| heavieſt diſpleaſure! And how forcible an argument 
does it ſuggeſt for the exerciſe of mutual forbearance, 
candour, and love among Chriſtians! „Let alt bit- 
terneſe, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil- 
ſpeaking, be put away from you; with all malice: And 
be ye kind one to another, tender - hearted, forgiving - 
one another, even as God for e f ſake hath for- 
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1 Jed by bis Hindred-—want 6th feh of 


ee ane in the temple—miraculouſly pre- 
* ſerved from the rage of the peephes — offi 


cers of the Sanhedrim—appealed to, concerning an 
_ adultere eſs—renewed his ic inflruftions—anſwered 
Various ee his Deity, a only by a mi- 


© rack 3 violent death. a 


* 


Ir was a Riiking proof of the condelenſo of 


He, who © is Lord of all, ya e in mortal 
fleſh, was an inſtance of deep humiliation: yet he 
ſtooped ſhill lower, in — the malicious inſults 


and violent oppoſition of who were not only 
the creatures of his hands, but obnoxious to his 
wrath, and whom he might in a moment have con- 
founded and deftroyed for ever. He ſuffered their 
perverſeneſs with unexampled patience, and laboured 
inceſlantly for _ good. Ma his ſervants learn 
from Him © to be gentle unto all men, and in meek- 


nes to inſtru thole that oppoſe themſelves!” 


It has been 3 that our Lord continued to 


pu in Galilee; and it is accounted for by an 


Lvangeliſt, who obſerves, IO OT Pony 
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much 
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much time in the neighbourhood of Jeruſalem, be- 
cauſe of the murderous deſigns, which were there 
formed againſt him . At the approach of the feaſt ” 
of tabernacles , though he intended to be preſent at 
the celebration of that ſolemnity, he delayed his jour- 
ney for ſome days, that he might attract the leſs no= 
tice. But his brethren (which expreſſion includes all 
thoſe, who were nearly related), knowing his con- 
ſtant practice, wondered at this delay, and, with an 
inſolent taunt, defired him to take that opportunity 
of going to diſplay his works at Jeruſalem; as if he 
courted popularity, and aimed at nothing more than 
public applauſe. * Never was any objection more 
groundleſs or more invidious than this. His whole 
deportment manifeſted a contrary” diſpoſition. But 
men, wih a malevolent heart, are capable of the 
baſeſt miſrepreſentations. There were unbelievers, 
we perceive, among the kindred of Jeſus, and 'pro- 
bably in the ſame houſe with him, who, though wit- 
neſſes of his exemplary holineſs and miraculous ope- 
rations, derided and rejected him. They, who dwelt 
in a pious family, who are intimately connected with 
a a perſon eminently religious, enjoy peculiar advan- 
tages for their own ſpiritual improvement; but, even 
in ſo favourable a ſituation, they may remain in ig- 
norance and contempt of thoſe principles, the excel- 
lency of which is continually before their We 
do not wonder, therefore, that the faithful ſervants of 
_ Chriſt are often ſhamefully calumniated by thoſe, who 
are nearly allied to them; eſpecially as we obſerve 
— reproaches caſt upon their Lord ang 


John vii. I, &es A. | ; ee 4 3 

F This was one of the grand feſtivals of the Jews, appointed in 

remembrance of their anceſtors dwelling in tents, and kept for ſeven 
or eight days together in booths, which were built for that purpoſe, 

Lev. zxill. 34-36. R Ses 
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__» Jeſus: replied, that he was aware, how much ha. 


tred he bad incurred. by his ſevere reproofs, and, 


© - therefore, that he ſhould not . venture himſelf 
e fu 


amongſt his decided enemies. rther remarked, 


that this reaſon need not detain them, ſince their con- | 
duct was ſo agreeable to the ſpirit of the world, as to 
excite no diſguſt againſt them. The obſervation ac- 


counts for all the Violence of - perſecution, which is 


raiſed againſt thoſe, who boldly condemn the finful 


practices of their own times, and ſhews'alſfo; that it 
may be avoided by a mean and ſervile compliance 


with the general ſentiments and manners. Perhaps, 


our Lord could not truſt himſelf even in the company 
of his own relations; and therefore he followed them, 
after ſome days, with the greateſt privacy. Had he 
neglected this fervice, he would, probably, have been 
objected to, as a deſpiſer of religion: for there was 


an univerſal expectation of him at the feſtival, and, 
as he did not appear at the beginning, there was much 


enquiry made concerning him. It is evident, then, 


that he was regular, inihis-attendance on divine ordi- 
nances; thus he . fulfilled all righteouſneſs,” and left 


a perfeR.example to his people. What reſemblance 


of him do they bear, who neglect the ſacred inſtitu- 
tions of God's houſe Do not their very excuſes con- 


vict them of profaneneſs, indolence, or avarice? To 

tread in his ſteps, we muſt carefully obſerve the ap- 
pointed times and ſolemnities of public worſhip, + | 

N It might be, alſo, to avoid oftentation as well as 


danger, that Jeſus travelled to Jeruſulem in private. 
Perhaps even there he concealed himſelf upon his firſ 


arrival; while warm debates were held concerning 


him, ſome allowing his integrity, others condemning 


him as a deceiver, and none daring to avow an at- 


tachment to him. Rut, about the midſt of the feſti- 
val, excited, doubtleſs, by a pure zeal for the honout 
of God, and compaſſion for the ſouls of the very nu- 
SK, 0 merous 
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Jesus CHRIST, + 343 
merous co tion then aſſembled, he appeared in 
- the temple, and delivered his holy inſtructions with 
an unſhaken firmneſs and intrepidity. The Jews im- 
mediately perceived ſuch a depth of ſacred knowledge 
in his addreſs to them, as they could not account for, 
confidering the meanneſs of his education, But he 
proceeded to declare, that he was inveſted with a 
commiſſion from heaven, and that his doctrine was 
not the fruit of human learning, or the dedgRions of 
reaſon, but a dire revelation from God. He ob- 
| ſerved, that the evidences were ſuch as would con- 
vince an honeſt enquirer, and that the man, do was 
ſeriouſly diſpoſed to do the will of God, would cer- 
tainly attain a right underſtanding of the truth, how- 
ever obſcure or abſurd it might to others. As 
to himſelf, he maintained, that he ought nothing but 
the divine glory, and therefore that they ſhould give 
him credit, at leaſt, as being no impoſto . 

The Goſpel, then, which Jeſus: taught, demands 
our unfeigned regard, becauſe it is a meſſage from 
God. Herein he ſtill preaches to us, as he did to 
the Jews of old. Let us examine, whether we 
& know of the doctrine.“ Are we perſuaded of its 
authority and excellence? Have we a clear percep- 
tion of its grand deſign? And have we carefully traced 
its diſtinguiſhing lineaments? If otherwiſe, we ſhould 
ſuſpect in ourſelves an unſoundneſs of heart, a deter- 
mined love of ſin, and a ſpirit of preſumptuous diſ- 
obedience to God. "Thelſe are the chief cauſes of 
iofidelity and ignorance, . where the truth of God is 
ſent: aid it is generally evident, that men's difficul- ' 
ties and objections betray a perverſe, and unholy diſ- 


poſition. P Fo : > bot 85 7's 
bold appeal, accuſed; his - hearers of 


Jeſus, by a | 
tranſgrefling that very law, of which they boaſted, 
and even charged ſome of them with harbouring de- 
ſigns of violence againſt him. They, indeed, denied 
the imputation, and W reviled him for it, as 

e 4 if 
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if he were under the poſſeſſion of the devil. But he 
proceeded to convict them of Ae him with 
much bitterneſs, merely becauſe he had cured the 
poor impotent man, at the pool of Betheſda, on the 

fſabbath *. And, having argued their inconſiſtency for 

condemning that miraculous, work of mercy, as a 

Violation of the law, while they themſelves conſtantly 
rformed the rite of circumciſion on the ſacred day, 

in obedience to the ſame law, he exhorted them no 

longer to decide againſt him by a partial and unjuſt 

judgment, we i 

Many of the people were impreſſed with an admi- 

ration of his courage, eſpecially when they knew that 

there were ſerious intentions of deſtroying him; and 

* they fooliſhly concluded, that he could not be the 
eſſiah, becauſe they thought his low extraction in- 
compatible with that high character. To theſe cap- 
tious adverſaries he replied, that, notwithſtanding 
their ſuppoſed acquaintance with him and his origin, 
he came to them with an expreſs and full commiſſion 
from that God, of whom they were ignorant, and 
that he had the moſt intimate communications and 
union with him. Alas! how many deceive them- 
ſel: es, in boaſting of their clear perceptions of the 
divine nature, and their ſincere regard to the true 
God, while they-reje& or pervert the Goſpel ! Their 
very objections to the ſcheme of ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt generally ariſe from groſs miſapprehenſions, or 
a fixed hatred, of God's righteous perfeclions. Let 
us be willing, that He, who alone hath known the 


. 


Father, ſhould declare him unto us. 2 
So pointed a reproof to them, and ſuch high claims 
in him, were more than they could bear. They were 
filled with rage, and prevented from acts of violence 
againſt him, only by a ſtrong impreſſion upon their 
= minde, which r their malice. For it was not 
; 3 ; i * John v. 1-16, 


i 5, ; | poſſible, 
{ ' 55 


— « 
EE A I HOT LT a rr gs oe P37 rae Me EAR 


* 
a 
_— * on 4 - 
* JESUS CHRIST > 


poſſible, that they ſhould have power to deftroy him, 
till all the purpoſes of Heaven were accomphi in 
him. Yet there were many of the lower order, who 


| ſeemed eee that * _— the Chriſt; os 
ed ri , that the promiſed Deliverer coul 
3 = aſtoniſhing operations, than Jeſus 
had done. Theſe favourable diſpoſitions in the people 
towards him alarmed the council of the San- 
hedrim, then aſſembled, who immediately ſent their 
officers to apprehend him. But the yolent de- 
ſign was baffled. Jeſus continued to preach, even 
before the face of thoſe, who were charged with a 
- commiſſion to. ſeize him. He warned them, that, 
notwithſtanding their. 88 he ſhould pro- 
ceed in his work a little longer, that ſhortly, re- 
turning to the ſtate of glorious exaltation, which he 
had left, he ſhould be removed beyond the reach of 
their violence, and that they might ſeek in vain to be 
admitted into his preſence. How ſolemn the admo- 
nition! Alas! how few conſidered the time of their 
viſitation! How few, in our own day, conſider, that 
Jeſus, who waits upon them in the miniſtry of his 
word, will ſoon withdraw himſelf, that the gracious 
offers, now made them, will never be renewed, and 
that an eternal ſeparation muſt take place between 
them and that Saviour, whom they defpiſe! Where 
He is, thither they cannot come. ]])! 
D While they were puzzled to comprehend his mean- 
15 he — ny aloud the rich mercy of the Goſ- 
pel, inviting the application of all, who were trul 
deſirous of ſpiritual bleſſings, and promiſing wo ai. 
penſe unto them the abundant influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which would ſupport and refreſh them, and 
the benefits of which might extend to others con- 
nected with them. This grand and encouraging ad 
dreſs to the whole body of the people was pronounced 
on the laſt day of the feaſt, when the congregation 
was probably larger than uſual; and it is ſuppoſed, 
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tat even then the officers of juſtice ſtood before him, 
On that day it was cuſtomary to fetch water ſrom 
the fountain of Siloam, and pour it on the altar with 
t exultation, perhaps ſinging at the time, With 
oy ſhall ye draw: water out of the wells of ſalva- 
tion 8. It is thought, that upon this occaſion Jeſus 


bu - flood on an eminence, and; exerting his voice that 
= he might be heard by the ſurrounding multitudes, di- 


L rected their attention to himſelf, as intended to be 
repreſented in that ceremony, as the fountain of 
living waters, cammunicating the moſt plentiful 
ſupplies of grace to every thirſty ſo ul. 
N 70 us, alſo, the bleſſing is offered, the ſame kind 
invitation is given. His ambaſſadors till addreſs us, 
with ſimilar propoſals, << 2 one that thirſt- 
eth, come ye to the waters 1. be grand ſource, 
tb ſellich we are referred, remains inexhauſtible as 
ever; nor is there any thing to obſtruct our acceſs to 
it, except our own indifference or averſion to it. 
« Let him that is athirſt, come: and whoſdever will, 
let him take the water of life freely 1. Have we 
any ardent deſires for thoſe ſpiritual benefits, which 
Jeſus confers? It is well, if we be truly ſenſible. of 
their excellence and importance. Let our application 
be made unto bim, without delay, and with earneſt 
ſolicitation. He will not diſappoint our wiſhes, but 
even exceed our largeſt expectations and conceptions: 
ga nd perhaps, the mercy, which we receive, may be 
conveyed to others alſo, through our — 
effectual relief and ſal vation nn 1 
Thele ſurpriſing declarations of Jeſus excited vari- 
ous debates among the people. Some were diſpoſed to 
honour him as a prophet; others to acknowledge him 
as the Chriſt; but, as they haſtily concluded, that he 
was born in Galilee, it was argued that he could not 
fullil the ancient prophecies concerning the Mefliab, 
3 I. xii. 3. Ses Biſhop Lowth on that paſſage. 
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and they were too careleſs or too bigotted to enter 
into further enquiries. The very men, who were 
employed to apprehend him, and ſome of whom wers 

diſpoſed to take him by force, liſtened to his words; 
till, under the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of admiration and 
reverence, they were unable to execute their purpoſe. 
They returned without their priſoner, and were con- 
ſtrained to allege in excuſe for not fulfilling their 
commiſſion, Never man ſpake like this man. 
How eaſily can the Lord God over-awe and con- 
found his enemies! „ Surely, the wrath of man ſhall 
praiſe thee; the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou re- 
ſtrain v. We have known many inſtances of thoſe, - 
who, unaccountably to themſelves, have been ſud. 
deuly obliged to relinquiſh their deſigns of violence, 
and even to plead the cauſe of perſons, whom they - 

had vowed to deſtroy. Not a few have been brought 

to a ſtate of penitence under a ſermon, while* they 

were ſeeking objections, and forming malevolent in- 

tentions, againſt the preacher. 1 + 1 77 

The Sanhedrim, however, were the more exaſpe- 
rated, and repreſented all, who fayoured Jeſus; as ig- 
norant, deluded, and infatuated wretches, not worthy 

to be regarded, . Nicodemus attempted to moderate 

their rage; but he met with a ſevere. rebuke for the — 

prudent advice, which he ſuggeſted; and probably te 

council broke up in confuſion. e ARG | 

The evening approached, and Jeſus retired, not to 

indulge in ſenſuality or indolence, nor even to obtain, 

the neceſlary refreſhment of ſleep. He withdrew to 
the mount of Olives, at ſome little diſtance from the 
city, here he might give vent to the ardent affec- 
tions of his ſoul in ſecret prayer f. The night, there - 
fore, as well as the day, was devoted to the ſervice ok 

God, with a view, probably, to the ſalvation of fin= + 

ners, for whom he was moſt anxiouſly concerned, 
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ment; or, if he had acquitted her, they mi 
calumniated bim, as ſubverting their law, and favour- 
ing the fin, which ſhe had committed. For ſome | 

time he ſeemed to pay no regard to their queſtion; | 
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Let thoſe, who miniſter in holy things, be inſlructed 
from bim, to mix the duties of private devotion with 
their public labours, as ever the 
to proſper in their work. 
— Early in the morning he returned to the temple, 


and, not diſcouraged: by the oppoſition he had met 


with, reſumed his employment, teaching the people 


with the ſame freedom as before. His inſidious ad- 


verſaries, alſo, renewed their attempts againſt him, 
with much vigilance and aſſiduity, though their for- 


mer ſchemes were defeated. Some of the Scribes and 
- Phariſees brought an adultereſs before him, and de- 
fred his deciſion upon the caſe, whether or no ſhe 


ſhould be ſtoned, according to the Moſaic injunc- 


tions. TN intention * to reduce him to a dif- 
fRoeulty, rom his judgment, whatever it might 
be, to prefer a ſerious charge againſt him. Had he 
12 ſentence upon her, Io probably, 


ave accuſed him as an. enemy to the Roman _ 


but, when they urged him to reply, he ſhewed his 


knowledge of their hearts, and diſplayed his power as 


well as wiſdom,* by confounding their purpoſe. His 
anſwer was, He that is without fin among you, let 
him firſt caſt a ſtone at her:“ and it was ſuch a | 


pointed application to their conſciences, and ſo for- 


her to ſin no more. Who, then, ſhall preſume to 


enterpriſe.” 


wiſh to be ſupported ' 


t have 


cibly impreſſed upon them, that it 6bliged them to 
and thus tacitly to acknowledge their own | 
- guilt. Immediately, the gracious Redeemer diſmifſ- | 
dd the poor criminal, not indeed condemning her, as 
if he had been the civil magiſtrate, or had thought 
der offence unpardonable, but ſolemnly admoniſhing |} 


contend with Him? © He diſappointeth the devices of | 
the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot perform their 


4 
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enterpriſe .. But tranſgreſſors, even of the moſt 
eker . kind, who tremble before him, need not 

deſpair of his mercy. Only let them remember his 

ſalutary caution, nor dare, in ane, o 

renew their wicked practices. 

| Jeſus continued to deliver his inſtructions to the 

| e, ſtill ' maintaining his own divine character, 

9 exhibiting himſelf as the author of all ſpiri 
bleſſings. Perhaps from the view of the — then 
breaking forth upon them, he took oceaſion to com- 
pare himſelf to that grand luminary, declaring, that 
only by a rd to him we can be reſcued from fatal 

f 33 he. onducted in the paths of peace and j 

to a ſtate of eternal bleſſedneſs above. As the feſt 

"was ended, many of his hearers, probably, were 

preparing to return to their reſpective. I 

their common occupations, by the brightneſs of the 

day, while he exhorted them bs make uſe of the far 

| ſuperior: advantages; which he would confer ' upon 

every ſincere believer. Are our e, then, directed 

unto Him, as to the on * a wiſdom, ſtrength, 

and comfort to the ſoul? Do we diſcover any opt, g 

in him, which may properly, though inadequately „ be 

repreſented by that moſt reſplendent body in the fir- 
mament? Ds we walk by his light, or receive any 
benefits from him, which would Juſtify _—_ an omg 

| ed deſcription as this? 

| BY It was objected, hat bis e e 

bis on 2 could not be credited. 
But he replied, that —— teſtimony of his high 
character had been already given, and they con- 
demned him thr e e preju- 
dices. - He argued alſo, that his declarations de- 

manded their implicit aſſent, as he had produced the 

proofs of his Father's preſence with him; 
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their entire i e of his Father, as well as of him. 
This was à bold charge indeed; and, conſidering his 
ion and their malevolence, it was wonderful, 
that they bore with him. But they were ſtill under 
aan inviſible reſtraint; as the full time for his being 
dlelivered into their hands was not arrived. He con- 
| 2 therefore, to warn them, that be ſhould 
6 ortly leave r ee their unbelief, and that 
= then it would be too late ſor them to ſolicit an ad- 
4 miſſion into his preſence. When they turned his very 
| warning into ridicule, he declared more: plainly, that 
 , he deſcended from the heavenly world, and properly 
belonged to it; but that they were entirely earthly in 
their views, affections, and purſuits, and that reject- 
ing him they would ſink under the curſe of their ſins 
into final deſtruct io ² ho 1 
Ahl how fooliſh as well as wicked is the conduct 
of thoſe,” who perſiſt in oppoſuſg the Saviour, to their 
own inevitable ruin! They trifle away their precious 
moments, in raiſing one-petulant objection after an- 
other, while they ſtand on the brink of eternal mi- 
ſery. Should we not defire to rouſe them from their 
What means your indifference, and your 
levity, ſo long as the grand concerns of your ſouls are 
not ſecured ? Inſtead of replying to all your ſubtilties, 4 
we would faithfully denounce the terrors of the 
Lord,” 'and entreat you without delay to believe in 
the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, left you 4 die in your ſins.” 
Still unwilling to admit, perhaps deriding, his claims, 
ſome inſolently aſke®, hom he pretended. to be. He 
replied, while he confirmed his former aſſertions, 
that, though he had many charges to bring againſt 
them, he ſhould only for the preſent maintain, that 
| he acted by a ſacred commiſſion, and delivered no 
| other doctrine, than what he had received from the 
Father. Vet, plain as theſe: declarations were, the 
people, blinded by their prejudices, did not compre- 
dend his meaning. Heß however, foretold, 1 
1 -* | 9 3 ng 
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taking him off by the violent death of the croſs, they 
— he ſtruck with a conviction of his divine cha- 

| har of high office; and he — Lange them, 
that, and jetted and ſcorned ners, he was 
not deſerted of his — — wos the con- 
ant · object. of his complacency and delight. O let 
hen [ta indulge:/a'/Captious Niſpalition; ef we be 
up to a reprobate mind] Is not chis exalted 
er worthybf all acceptation ? Why, thenz 

do we not ſi y and 'thankfully ſubmit to his in- 
ſtructions ? Does not our perverſe oppoſition 


a proud and an earthly mind 5 


The ſolemn declarations of Jeſus, tough generally 
deſpiſed, produced an evident impreſſion on ſome 
the co who, therefore, — rh 
as the Meſſiah: - Addreſſing blinfels to theſe perſons, 
in particular; he exhorted them to yield a ſteadfaſt 
and perſevering attention to his word; and thereby to 
themſelves, beyond. a doubt, his faithful, dif- 
ciples and he ſubjoined a' moſt [gracious promiſe, 
that in this way they ſhould: be enlightened with ſuch 
2 kn of his doctrine, as would :eftabliſh them 
in a ſtate b glorious freedom. Yet even this gave of- 
fence, ſo much diſpoſed were moſt of them to cavil 
at all his expreſſions. His propoſal of | conferring- 
freedom implied, that they bad been in ſervitude; 
Which the reſented as/a groſs inſult, boaſting of their 
high privileges as the children of Abraham. Their 
proud and ignorant objection, however, led him to 
ſhew, that his meaning enen and he | replied 
to the following effect: KA FLA 1% REES y 
Little as you may aware of the melancholy 
truth, 1 — — you, that every one, prac- 
tifing iniquity; is actually a ſlave to fin, the worſt of 
tyrants. 80 eireumſtanced, then, notwithſtanding 
your deſcent from Abraham, you are not the children 
of God, and may expect to be excluded from his 
houſhold. Sur L. chi only begotten 8on, — 
* ; .  enti 
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entitled to all the honours of bis; family, am em. 
page likewiſe to conſer them upon you; ſo that, 
receive the li which I flow; you will be 

reicued from a ſtate of miſerable bondage, and the 
— exalted privileges be ſeeured to you for ever. 
You boaſt of your extraction from an illuſtridus Pa- 
triarch ; but this cannot profit you, ſince at this very 
moment — wy done as 10h 
filled murderous . declare to 


tr intimate acquaintance with his 


mind: and you alſo ſhew- by your deportment, wha 
you have learned from your father.“ 


Here they interrupted him, ſtill b that | 


they ung ſprang from no other than Abraham. But 
Je us proceeded;—* Were. you indeed the children 
2 you would tread in his ſteps i but how 
4 3 differ from him in your ſpirit and con- 
are aiming at my life, for boldly aſ- 

— ee the truth-of 30d ?-Y our actions 
nd with the original, from which you are de- 
rived. This inſinuation they conſidered as reproach · 


5 ſul to their character, and contended that God was 


their Father. The Saviour anſwered 3 If ſuch 
were your near relation to God, you would diſcover 
an 


ſhall I ay 094 [It that you do not comprehend. my 
2 carnal diſpoſitions, which have 
2 pans 


your ears againſt me? You, there- 
chilicen of the wicked one, whoſe very tempers you 


belong — another family, and are evidently the 


| betray: for he has been uniformly ſeeking the de- 
ſtruction of 8 by the baſeſt treachery and | 


— 
l ec to you 


falihood, op 
merely 8 L 


counſel of God, Irre 


you the will of m my Paier 2 de 
hk 


ionate regard to me, who, am come down | 
from a ſtate of intimate union with him, and have re- 
ceived my commiſſion from him alone. To what 


to you, nn 25 


1 «Ss Et 4. ri __—_ —— 
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you are, that you cannot bring any charge of guilt | 
againſt me: and, if you muſt admit my integrity, 
why will you not credit my aſſertions? Every one, 
who is born of God, and under the-influence of his 

e, will yield a ſerious attention and an unreſerved 

- ſubmiſſion to the will of God, in whatever manner 

it be revealed: this, therefore, cannot wt gw cha- 
racter, as you prove by your perverſe obſtinate 
unbelief.” Y 5.17% AY I 

{© Theſe ſevere reproofs exaſperated the . ſtill 
more, ſo that they replied with- manifeſt rancour, that 
they were now juſtified in their ſuſpicions of him, as 
being an enemy to. their religion, like the Samari- 
tans, and acting under the inſtigation of the devil. He 

_ repelled tho blaſphemous charge with ſingular meek- 

neſs, obſerving, that ſo far from having connections 
with Satan, be had uniformly ſhewn a zealous regard 
to his Father's glory, which had brought their con- 
tempt upon him; that yet, though he might be indif- 
| ferent about his own perſonal honour, there was One, 
who would aſſert it to their entire condemnation. He 
added, alſo, the moſt gracious and ſolemn proteſta- 
tions, for the encouragement of the penitent, that the 
ſincere believer in him ſhould never taſte the bitter · 
neſs, or come/under. the power, of death. The pre- 
cious promiſe, -no leſs his reproofs, incenſed 
them, and confirmed them in the perſuaſion, that he 
was aQtuated by a diabolical influence. e, hos 
miſapprehended him, as if none of his 
ſuffer even the diſſolution of the body, and-infolently 
aſked, what privilege or dignity he claimed, beyond 
the ancient prophets. STEW aal 
| e tee « If my claims were unfupported, 
they might ſafely be deſpiſed; but I appeal to the at- 
teſtations of that God, to whom you profeſs to ſtand 
in a peculiar relation. Alas! your pretences are falſe 
and preſumptuous: on the contrary, I poſſeſs the 
moſt perfect knowledge of him, and yield a _— 


* 
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and exact obedience to him. You reject me with 
ſcorn; but Abraham, your great progenitor, ſhewed 
the higheſt poſſible reſpect for my character, looking 
forwards with ardent deſires to the day of my 
ance, and, by faith, exulting in the y of my apr 
Thus he Mainly. declared himſelf to be the Meſſiah, 
. whilſtthey continued moſt fooliſnly to carp at his ex- 
preflions, as implying that he had been cotempo 
with Abraham upon the earth. To give the — | 
_ deciſive anſwer to their cavils, and to affert his own | 
Deity, in expreſs: and "unequivocal terms, he added, 
while he called their attention to it as a certain and | 
intereſting truth, „Before Abraham was, I am.” | 
This language was too clear to be miſunderſtood, 
and · it contains a doctrine too important to be aban- 
doned. The very mode of ſpeaking, which he ad- 
| opted, is peculiar to the Godhead; and it amounts 
to a full proof, that he is the unchangeable Jehovah, 
who remains the ſame” from ever ling to ever- 
laſting, and, therefore, that the ages and tions 
of men make no difference in his exiſtence. He af- 
firmed, then, that he is that very God, who revealed 
_ himſelf to Moſes by that adorable name, © I am *,” 
In this ſenſe, it ſhould ſeem, they received it; for im- 
- mediately, conceiving him to be guilty of blaſphemy, 
as he would have been on the ſuppoſition” of his mere 
' humanity, they prepared to ſtone him; and he eſcaped 
from their fury, only by a miracle, concealing himſelf 
from their obſervation, while he withdrew from the 
tumultuous aſſembly.” 
How remarkable was: the wbole of this debate! It 
exhibits a ſtriking repreſentation of the blindneſs and 
perverſeneſs of ſinners, as alſo of the meekneſs and 
condeſcenſion of the Saviour. Thoſe, whoſe office 
calls them to maintain and: propagate the Goſpel, 


. e „ e Wen pros __ are 


' E 
dor hate | Wh. | ens. ik 9 n 
. | deeſtitute 


tt ww ĩð „„ ww OF v5. 


| deſtitute of "A truth. Probably, the moſt unreaſon- 


characters blackened by the 
may be om even among the people, for whoſe eter- 
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able prejudices will ſo prevail, as greatly to obſtruct 
es uſefulneſs, Their plaineſt expr may be 
miſunderſtood, or wilfully-diſtorted ; the moſt mali- 
cious charges may be urged one them, - and their 
eſt aſperſions. All this- 


nal welfare th oP are labouring with the moſt generous 
and unwearied aſſiduity. Hut let them ſtudy, and 


endeavour to copy, this divine exemplar. '\ Like"the 


bleſſed Jeſus, it will become them to ſtand unmoved 
againſt all the aſſaults of ignorance, pride; and envy, 


to obviate| miſtakes, and inculcate right doctrines, 


with patience and forbearance. Yet, conſiſtently 
with this gentleneſs. of ſpirit, they ſhould alſo warn 
the impenitent, and without fear or reſerve denounce. 


tze terrors of the Lord. They ſhould: reprove 


and admoniſh, not with raſhneſs or male volence, but 
with courage and fidelity, eee they ee, e re- 
preſent the ſtate and character of the ungodly, affre- 
ee a ON wg > we 
come. 9 Leech 
Would to God, "that oppoſition to Chtiſt had den 
conſined to the Jews! Are there none among us, 
wo in a ſimilar way reſiſt the truth? How vile their 
affections! How wretched their condition! They 
may boaſt of liberty, but “ they are the ſervants of 
corruption. They may ſuppoſe, that they are doi 
God ſervice, and 312 ready to demand a recompe 
from him, even while they fulfil the purpoſes of Sa 


tan, and prove themſelves to be totally under his in- 


fluence. They may pretend to a peculiar penetration 
and diſcernment, when they are deluded by © the fa- 
ther of lies,” and, through the aſcendancy of carnal 
principles, e cannot hear the pure doctrine of the” _ 
Goſpel, * Let us pray, that we may not be "I up | 
to ſuch Ini this. | > 

. 9 
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Do we, then, believe in Jeſus, as he is here exhi. 
bited? Do we triumph in that Saviour, whom Abra- 
ham beheld with joy? Do we truſt in him, adore, - 

praiſe, and ſerve him, as being no other than Jexo- 
VAR, the great 51 am,” „God over all, bleſſed for 

ever?” Surely, his charader will juſtify our ſtrongeſt 
confidence in him. Let us not renounce our faith, 
or be aſhamed of our attachment to him. He him. 
ſelf exhorts us © not to be moved away from the hope 
of the Goſpel.” How animating are his promiſes to 
thoſe, who © continue in his word!” He will afford 
us increaſing knowledge of his truth, gradually diſ- 
perſing the darkneſs of our minds; he will break off 
the fetters, i in which fin has long beld us captive, and 
bri us into the glorious liber of the children of 
He will even — death of its terfors, en- 

able us to ſmile in the near proſpect of it, and give 
us a perfect and 2 —— from it. May 

every reader, _ poſſeſs _ 4 = and A 
dependence upon him, as to ſay, I know whom 
have dellavgd ind I amy perſuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed nas him 5, on 
that he * er 3 ö 
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** 
Tais ſents out ſeventy , preach=-received andad-. 
dreſſed them ir return—replied to the captions 
9 — and delivered the e ama- 
ritan — viſited Martha and Mary ai =: Jad 
and. encouraged his diſciples to + pheycadind toi 
Pbariſee, and gave the myſt ſevere n 5 


In this practical review of the life of Jeſus, it is in- 
tended to introduce the principal occurrences accord- 
ing to their regular order, where it can be aſcertain- 
ed; but on ſome occaſions we may be allowed to de- 

rt from it, for a more convenient diviſion of the 

ubject into different ſections. It is not of ſo much 
importance to arrange and harmonize the four 
Goſpels, as to obtain a right knowledge of the glo- 
rious character there delineated, and participate the 
rich bleſſings propoſed to uus. | 
As his defig ned to take one more journey through 
, Galilee, he cheſs out a large company of aſſiſtants, 
whom he ſent before to mort town, which he him 
ſelf meant to viſit, that, by their preaching, a 8 
attention might be excited among the people, and 
their minds diſpoſed to receive him, upon his perſonal 
12 , hone *., The twelve Apoſtles had 
ready gone forth with his commiſſion, and now he 
ſelected 5xvanTy other perſons, the exact number 


Luke x. 1, &c. 


fuel 
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' fixed on for the relief of Moſes in his office 6. Theſe 


alſo he divided-into pairs, that they might firengthen 
each other's hands; and, upon their departure, he 


| gave them inſtructtons ſimilar 26 thoſe, which he had 


livered to the Apoſtles, This appointment, pro- 


bably, took place before his z at the feaſt of 


tabernacles, laſt mentioned. 
le addreſſed them to the callowin purpoſe: 
« Unite your fervent prayers, for more labourers to 


be ſent out into the very extenſive field, which lies 
| before you, that che harveſt may be gathered in; for, 


though a large addition is now made, there is ſuffici- 
ent work to call ſor à further increaſe.” And, as none 
ſhould preſume to intrude themſelves into this em- 


mloyment, your application ſhould be to the great Lord 
of the N 'who alone can diſcern the proper per- 


ſons, and furniſh them with all neceſſary preparations 


fer the ſacred function. Von o forth; under my di- 
rections © as. lambs among; wolves,” in tlie face of 


our temporal ſupport. Like men in baſte, who 
5 iſpatched upon urgent buſineſs, you are to loſe no 
time in vain compliments ; yet neglect not to give 
the ſtrongeſt proof of your benevolence, by:pra praying 


for every Rs whom you viſit: and you at 


if not they, ſhalt receive (he nor A hate ver 4 


8 may be offered you, you will not ſeruple 
t6 accept it, as the wages earned by your labour 3; but 


27% 18 not from. one houſe to another for your own 


Mgence, ot in ſearch of better accommodations. 
IA en of your doctrine, and as an intimation 
its benign tendency, I now with full 
powers, to heal the fick;, but at the 3 you 
muſt proclaim. Mia bg the Saviour, cbming 


* Num. Al. 16. 2 Kings iv. 29. 


= I | to 


furious, adv erſaries, Who will 8 to haraſs and 
_ deſtroy you, | But commit yourſelves to] the care of 
5 rovidence ; nor take with you any ſupplies 


| 


' to eftabliſh his kingdom. - Whoever may defpile' your 


meſlage, leave them not till you have ſolemnly warned 
them of their fin and danger; ſince aggravated ruin 
will come upon them, for their contempt of mercy. 


Ihe curſe of an incenſed God awaits the inhabitants 


of thoſe cities, which have ſcornfully rejected my mi - 
niſtry; and, however exalted their privileges have 
been, they ſhall finally perifh with a much more tre- 
mendous deſtruction, than even thoſe abandoned 
places, Sodom, Tyre, and Sidon, which have 


felt the. weight of divine vengeance. Thus, ald, 


- 


I ſhall conſider myſelf, and my Almighty Father 


| ſons, among whom you ſhall diſcharge your em- 
baſſy; and upon their conduct towards you their 
everlaſting ſalvation or perdition will depend... 

What eager ſolicitude, what a generous" concern 
did. Jeſus diſcover for the welfare of mankind ! What 
various methods he- deviſed, to ſave immortal ſouls | 


likewiſe, either as regarded or contemned by the per- 


He ſent, out, we obſerve, a numerous company of 


harbingers and heralds, proclaiming pardon and peace; 
and he himſelf took one laborious journey after ano. 
ther, for the ſame benevolent purpoſe. Nor was his 
love leſs conſpicuous, . when he warned the deſpiſert 
of his Goſpel, that the moſt tremendous woes werte 
coming upon them; for he poured. out his heart in 
deep diſtreſs on their account. Still he preſides: as 
Head over his Church; and till, with a view to rei- 
cue ſinners from eternal miſery, he raiſes up and em- 
ploys many ambaſſadors in his ſervice, to whom he 


commits the word of reconciliation.” And, as it 
ſeems moſt probable, that he will promote the cauſe 
of truth and righteouſneſs in the earth by means of 


faithful and evangelical miniſters, we ſhould unite 


our prayers to him for their increaſe, that i by their 


teſtimony his name may be declared from town to 


town, and from one kingdom to another. Where he 
ſends his meſſengers, we are encouraged to ** 


A 


— 
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that he himſelf will ſoon appear, for the advancement. 


of his own glory. Ves; he will be preſent with 
es reed 
and important work. 


1 even unto the end of the world #*,” 


proving ihe 


their diſting 


would, therefore, entreat thoſe, among whom 


8 of mercy is made, to conſider, how } 


depends upon it- & It is not a vain thing for 


you, becauſe it is your liſe f. If it be not effeQtual | 


to — you, it will aggravate your condemnation, 


* Thoſe, who “ watch for your eule,“ will finally 


— pts ag you or a inſt you, according to 


with ſcorn or indifference? 


2 — diſciples returned, to Jeſus, perhaps | 


of tabernacles, with an account of 


4 their — way They appeared to be elated, as hav- | 


ing ſucceeded beyond their 


expectation, and expreſſed 


- their grateful ſurpriſe, becauſe the very devils were 
ſubject to them, as if nothing, from that time, ſhould * 
be able to ſtand b eee them, Jeſus. himſelf, alſo, 


triumphed in the downfal of Satan, not only as ap- 


ginal apoſt 
reſt and 84 way: in this world to be approaching. 


He promiſed, therefore, to confirm tg his diſciples 
the miraculous powers, which they had Oy and | 
pour | 
uiſhed privileges, he reminded them, that 


to ſupport them every ſnare and dan 
leſt they ſhould “ be exalted above meaſure? 


theſe were-comparatively of little worth, and that it 
" was a far 


M. vil. 20. Sh 1 De l. 476. 


5 3; 3 | 


per them in their arduous”? 
e has promiſed, Lo] I am 


, of them. are the repreſenta- | 
2 eir adorable Lord and Maſter, who will 
ſhorty are to vindicar his on cauſe: and how will 


you meet him, i e treat his gracious propoſals | 


niſhment inflicted on him for his ori- 
, but as foreſeein the ruin of his inte- 


greater conſe of thankfulneſs and joy to be 
Er of Deb, nod-eereties apong 
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ſeemed good in his ſight. 
of his diſciples to __ —  - 
extent of power —— far de 5 
reach of any creature; and as the'6nly One, who 
dechre tlic nature and will of God. They) lj 
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caſte of iy who-jn-every eber re. 


Seen, G u bath zevealed theſe things?'* The 


$ _ —— partake. oſ our 


eyes may be 
of our 


SL; 
: 


AED by lange company. A the reſt 
Das certgin lawyer (one of thoſe who to Mots and 
_ - expounded 


Wich much ſelſ 
| Jekusy and propoled 


hey 2.77 with an uemble, teschabbe diſpoſition, Je- 


N ee replied in à way, : which might 
tend to humble or ſilence him. e him to 
the demands of the lac (upon 


de Scribe placed his dependence), aſſuring 


bim, that 


6 to God and man, would entitle-him to the blelf- 
the juſt 


the inſſunclions of God's righteous 


| the 4 * . , 
0% a. " SS © 7 : : "4 C 
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the —— Moſes); 7 le. forward 

uence and ſecret contemꝑt of 

. «a0 to him, profeſbng re- 

Vs but; . involve him in a difficulty. | 

be me dv; for the | 

. 2 eternal he. The ſudject is indeed im: | 
i all, others; aud, had che information 


Sede, and a ſure and cverlalling reward will 
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3 eee | 
18 1 2 or 1 | 
athet, for ſo  ſeemed-good in | 

alſo; pray for theſe, wd are yer | 


called iat inarvellous light:“ that ſo , 
. 


2 ſome part uf 2 dhe lee f 
ty upon their return, it ſhould ſeem that he wa 


. 


aid not have reſuſed a diet and explicit an- 
as he knew: the proud and captious tem- 


— — « 


ine compliance with thoſc claims, of perfect love | 


of heaven, a recampenſe of his deeds; | 
2 do, and thou ae le: :* as if he had faid | 
4 — | 
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law may ſerve © as a ſchoolmaſter.to 
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your earlieſt moments to this preſent hour, you nee 


not implore mercy, or be indebted to the Saviour; on 
— — ye png to the Jaw of 


the ground of 
works, you may 


and even claim eternal life. 


vain coafide 22303238 e 
What effe& was produced. upon the Scribe 
was neither humbled nor filenced; but, fill 
to Rand upon 
to evade convict jon, he pr 
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1 ua pb 5 
-— | 


any ſolicitation, he reſtored her-to — wy 755 
and dene: 


from every 


zodignation, eee 
8 Jeſus, however, convifted him of the 
hypocriſy in his pretended zeal for God, an 
— — condutt in relieving this aſſictei 


creature, ſrom the attention which. yallpJig'r _ 
their: very cattle on the ſabbath. Acts of mere] we = 


obſerve, '2s-well-as thoſe of noceſſity, are not pohi- 


| bited as an iat ingemeac of the holy reſt. His ene» _ 
1003 


mies, therefore, were aſhamed of their 
and the common People were the! more attached to 
him for his wonderful On that-occafion 
he ted che parable of the grain of muſtard · ſced, 
and that alſo of the lea ven, in both which xs 1 


his ſpiritual kingdom, notwithſtanding the — 


men ſhall not fruſtrate the counſel 'of God. Hie 
Goſpel ſh all ſpread; and its bleſſed influence ſhall be 
felt and-achnowiedgedy through! all n _ 


earth. wont! 3:5 n 
Our Lord proverted en ed ivy en I 
another, direRing his courſe to Jeruſalem. 
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exaltation in my ki aud not a 


favoured with an evangelical miniſtry? Let us not 


| mene pon our external privileges, but conſider, 
muc 


h is to be verge Let us — rouſed from 

ſtupor; for “ it is time to a e out of 3 
If we” be-difirefſed-by the fear of — 
barred. againſt us, let us now look unto Jeſus, 
cry, with all the ſtrength and vigour n A 
« Lord, Lord, A and-cur; application - 
will infallibly — 1 : 

On the ſame day, en avhich. and bed n 
the exhortations laſt mentioned, intelligence was 
brought him, that Herod, the governor of the coun- | 
try, was determined to deſtroy him. This was faid, 
with an intention of 3 him from proſecut- 
ing his labours in thoſe parts. But Jeſus could not 
be terrified ; and therefore he replied, by a 5 
to the crafty and perſecuting prince, that, in ſpite of 
all his ſebemeę, he would proceed with his 
performing the moſt miraculous and benevolent ope- 
rations, a little longer; that very ſhortly-be ſhould 
kniſh bis courſe; and yet, that he ſhould lay down 
his life, not in Galilee, where he then was, but in Je- 
ruſalem, the grand ſeat of perſecgtion. The example 
teaches us not to be diſmayed, w may threaten 

or oppoſe us in the proper execution of our office. 
Let us f*thfully attend to our reſpective 2 and 


vere in them, though ſurrounded b 
e ſhall walk but a few days more; ee 
vhew we ſerve, will protect us, till the end of our 


preſent E be . 0 that we may 
Vor. ] Cloſe 


- 386 8cniyrons ere LS 


7 our labours honourably, and then, like our Lord, 
r chat he muſt periſh in eruſalem, 
d. e led ee en the heinous 8 

oaching deſolation, 6 and 
broke forth into 'the_moſt <ender and acheg k. 


md et At 


mentation over it. Nee 
blood of many prophets and yamen had been ſhed; 
the city, whic ſeornfully rejected the gracious 


offers of the Saviour, repaid his f ſervices of love with 
—— — 
| as it was, Jeſus ex peſt 
2 for its miſerable ſtate. He declared, that 
God, 3 ment, was about to lay 
waſte the. place. wi moſt awful calamities, 
til the wretched inhabitants ſhould learn to value 


5 rp e e eee 


What forbearance, kindneſs, wy compatiion, da 
we diſcover in the character of our —— Still 
he poſſeſſes the ſame bowels of mercy. - Long time 

does he ſtrive with ſinners, uſing one expedient after 

another to promote their — According to 

his own deſcription, he ſtill propoſes to gather. them, 

as a hen gathers her helpleſs brood under her wing, 

| that he may protect and nouriſh them, affording them 

ſecurity and comfort in himſelf. But alas! how many 
proudly ſpurn at the offer! And what can be 

to follow ſrom their baſe conduct, but final and remi- 

| _ dition ?. Vet even then, he abandons them, 
5 it thould ſeem, with difficulty, charging their de- 

AruGtion upon themſelves :. < Would, - but ye would 
not. May we learn wiſdom from the evretched 
infatuation of "thalk, who have periſhed in their un- 
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voice, 
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voice, 3 the Saviour, who brings 
pardon, peace, and eternal Aru m up ou 
words now, with unfeigned faith, and 

k them with confidence at the laſt 
« Bleſſed is he, that 
Lord!” Amen. 
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Feſus dined with a Phariſee on the ſabbath—bealed a 
 dropſy—inculcated humility and a regard to the poor— 
delivered the parable of the great ſupper—warned hit 
followers to prepare for ſuffering —vindicated his at- 
. "tention to s by the parables of the loft ſheep—1he 
| Piece of fiver—and the prodigal ſs. 


Ir our review of the life of Jeſus affect us, as it 
ought, it will not only produce in us an admiration 
of his excellency, who is © fairer than the children 
of men,” but it will regulate our conduct and ſanctif/ 
our diſpoſitions, While we * behold the glory of 
the Lord,“ we ſhall be changed into the ſame 
image . Let us pray continually, that we may feel 
this influence from his example; ſo ſhall we be fol- 
lowers of the Lord, “ not in word, neither in 
tongue, bur in deed and in truth.“ 0148 

eſus was travelling through Galilee towards Jeru- 
-falem; and, probably in that journey, a principal 
Phariſee, a man of rank, invited him to dinner f. 
It might ſeem an act of condeſcenſion in a perſon of 
eminence, to aſk-or admit ſuch a gueſt into his houſe, 
as appeared very much his inferior. But a favour 
was conferred'on the Phariſee, rather than on Jeſus. 
The moſt exalted monarch might have ſaid with rea- 
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of others, and who 


Jie cents r. 389 

4 Lod I un not Worthy that thou ſhodldd 
S It'was an inſtance of © the 
meekheſs umd gentfeneſs of Chriſt,” that he vouch- 


ſafed to c freely with ſinful creatures, aud diſ- 
covered no diftarice in his behaviour. He readily 


Fedor! company to thoſe, who deſired it; not in- 


for his on Rieser or the convenience of cat- 

ing wit them But for their benefit. He “ ſought 

nor bs 1 ep "6 many, that they 
t be 3» 7 1 1 

1 this o8turred en the fabbith, ve infer, that re- 


lighbn does hot require us to + x all intercourſe 


wity others throughout that There may be 
proper oceafions for Friendly vf in fome parts of 

#3 bur we ae be careful, *d maintain a Merle and 
eee ſuite to 1 rid _ The ex- 
ample o el eahtior de Wductd in vindication of 


that vanity and —— e it is Weber. 


perverted and profan 
* ſhould ſeem, —＋ SENT were Aleindlecl 
at the Phariſer as were not well 
aſſected to 4 2 the watched bim.“ Per- 
hops the InVtaeion 1 e from n but 
malevoltnce,” on purpdb the molt invidious 
cenfares upon him. 2 5 the diſpoſition of 
thoſe; who -eyed in ferutinizing the conducł 


rejoice to find any real objectiohs 
= And yet you, who ate the Fai dif- 
of Jeſus, are frequently placed in bod midft of 
malignant obſervers; © Their attention is fixed 
pres you, with a" view, not to commend what is 
laudabie, bur to — 2 fy de Ne = faults, that 
ſo they may rep holy game, b y which you 
are calfed. 8 ſhould be "rune, 28 
well as they; what theſe wiſhes may be defeated, and 
they themſelves aſhamed, when — ſhall ſee the wiſ- 
c_ ans conſiſtency of your 


$3 A perſon, 
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0 denn eee 
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and were — : 
1 5 | 
mies of religion are y reſtrai abaſhed, | 
on FEES | 
— meer. 
inſidious deſigns, 
Jeu nx on ju juſti 


intercourſe of men; and it olds true, if we apply | 
it to our temper and conduct towards God. 

reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble 
Who will not allow, it is incumbent 
in his preſence, to take the loweſt room)“ Vet 
| how little are the Apoſtolic iĩnjunctions or 


een 5 . 
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us, 
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turns! Thoſe, 
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one another *!” 


_ Jeſus continued to deliver the moſt ſerious inftruc-- 
tions and admonitions to the company before him. 
With a reference, no doubt, to their general ſpirit 
and practice, while he addreſſed himſelf to the perſon 


who had invited him, he condemned the cuſtom of 
| 22 ſumptuous and coſtly entertainments merely 


their relations and opulent neighbours, and re- 


commended an attention to the relief and comfort of 


the afflicted, . in all their various diſtreſſes. How 


muich extravagance. prevails in ſupporting magnificent 


tables for the reception of thoſe, who want — 
The large ſums, which are thus expended, ſerve only 


to feed our own pride and ſenſuality. But what a 


ſordid parſimony is lhewn in contributing to the — 
ruly veceicous who-can make no re- 


and love unfeigned, © deal their bread to the hung 2 
and dring the poor, that are coſt out, to 


Houses +.” The Lod of heaven will canbder him- 


ſelf as my debtor, and will render them an 


recompenſe in the great day of retribution, 8 
+ The ſolemn 1 Jeſus _—_ leave 2 good 
ay n on 8 audience. One of the company, 
„ expreſſed his — and deſire of con- 


the Cubject, —— remarking the exceeding feli- 
2 


thoſe, who ſhould be admitted to the ſacred 
feaſt, which God has provided in his kingdom. Poſſi- 
bly, this very man might not underſtand or really 
wiſh for the happineſs, of which he ſpake: however, 
in order to excite both him and all preſent to a ſeri. 
ous examination of their ſtate, ſeſus ſhewed, that the 
moſt gracious offers of it are ee 


Wms 


a, | Rom, ll. 10. 100 4 16h 5. 
che 5 * * be * 


owever, are bleſſed, who, from faith 


Ho valoable and exquiſite 
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. He repreſented, in à moſt intereſting and affecting 
; parable, a large and rich ſupper prepared for the ac. 
commodation of many gueſts. © The Lord God, by. 
the Goſpel of his Son, has furniſhed the grand enter- 
tainment -here implied, in which every thing is ſet 
before us, that can give delight or vigour to the ſoul, 
are the bleflings of which 
it conſifts! They. are ſuch as theſe: pardon, peace, 
holineſs, and fellowſhip with God even upon earth; 
divine light, ſtrength, and confolation communicated 
to the ſoul; an in ible promiſe of an admiſſion into 
heaven, and a preſent foretaſte of its joys. Who 
goes not ardently deſire to partake of the ſumptuous 
banquet? It is a royal feaſt; and no want of provi- 
ſions need be EY for ery oh hon 
and inexhauſtible ſupply. A 
Many gueſts are invited, n el 
ſent, their immediate attendance, ſince the ne- 
preparations ſor their reception are now com- 
. Thus the call of mercy is given, by the pub - 
- Hication.of We Goſpd;*to un irmumerable company, 
exhorted nottonegleRt the gracious 
It was and in a jar tnanner, ad- 
. b Jews; det ef age is the ſame to 
all who hear it, from one age to another, « Come, 
for all things are now ready. Every thing is done 
on God's part, Which is proper and requiſite for the 
| ring of eternal ſalvation to our guilty race. But 
their conſent is e n n What 
this can be refuſed? - 
- Thoſe, who are 'bidden, are-unwilling, on 050 
pretences, to accept the kind invitation, Different 
excuſes for their art framed; all weak and 
_ Fidiculous. It is that 3 | 
gagements; and yet are ſuch, as, though not 
wrong in themſelves, are trifling, or might be defer- 
red, and need not prevent their attendance, Their 
POR ED kobe marked contempt of the | 
entertainment. 
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Jes cnnrSr. 393 
1 Thus, alas! e, of the” 
Goſpel are rejected with ſeorn en * in- 
deed, to apologize for their conduct. cares 

and 6ecupations, or domeſtic comforts, ſo totally en- 
them, that it is ſuppoſed impofnble and unnecel- 
n re to their ſpirĩtual con- 
Such reaſors, ſure Army be admitted in 
= 22 . . — 

as eir *r 
"Thc avg ents 1 not . 
if pu on t pri in 
tlio to che eare f heir Puts. But, 
prodably, more perſons; periſh eternally through an 
ny 22 . A oma nd to ings, 
ich are in themſelves, « than 

avowed" iniquity N F 
After . fiſt bi 
OT, is efilarged.” The ſervant is ch 
rom em and" difabled; and, as ſufficient 
retriaits for the accommodation of many 
eſts, he is diſpatched in ſearch of thoſe, who 
E rad in the moſt forforn and wretched _ 
we n by 
„e we ments, that ſo t ptuous 
K de 8. The Jewiſh nati 
piſed their own mercies; but © through their 
falvativn: is come unto the Gentiles . To us, 
Who are © the ends pf the earth,“ is the I 
_ addreffed. Though we are in a ſpiritual ſenſ 
and maimed, halt, and ind,” we are ＋ 
| to pattake of the rich banquet "Nay, t þ we by 
finners of the moſt abandoned charatter, y tepres 

| ſented by thoſe who lie in © the hi ways ard! hd 
we are permitted, and even in the oft for- 
cible manner, to come. Many have already complied 
with the invitation; but © yet there is roomꝰ for 
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thouſands more; and it is the Lont's determination, 


e FA to 
The Maker is incenſed, whos: his kindack/ts. —_ 
and he reſolves in his diſpleaſure, poke, 


785 CHD 
| _— entertainment. This is an av 


admonition indeed. Ihe Lord of heaven and earth 


conliders himſelf as inſulted, 2 his Go is made 
light of. Do,we not; dread his ind be, Why 


8 with bis meſlags of mer 
bly, they may never be = 

the door againſt us, and declare, Nady 
hall not taſte of my ſupper.” Since he bas, done 
this againſt the Jews, let us fear for ourſelves, . leſt 
any man fall after the ſame example of unbelief . 


Great multitudes, fill attended Jeſus. in his pro- | 


4 refs; and yet, probably, but, 2 them attached 


8 eee principles. It is to be ex- 


8 1 7 1 the numerous proſeſſors of the 
oſpel, there will be many of a ſuſpicious character. 
All, thetefore, - ſhould be exhorted to examine of 


firſt taken up, and whether they ſo value it, as to be 
willing to ſuffer for it. To this purpoſe our Lord 
= ed the e of ooo; whe: ned 
« Ifanyman blies y intoimy fevice, ln En 
[renounce all worldly views and expectations. For, 
| Wwhoſcever conſents not, on every ONy 
to go in oppoſition to his neareſt friends and relatives, 
ſe as to appear even to hate them, to give up the 
moſt beloved enjoyments, and lay down life itſelf, he 
| cannot have any real union wich me. Severe as the 
trial may ſeem, if he refsſe to combat difficulties, to 

endure extreme hardſhips, and to n the-yoabs 
EFF 
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be 


What ſort their religion is, from what motives it was 
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c ; eee wer of mid eee . 
: - quiſite for my diſciples. Ach 
| an attackment-to- 


| . .« 'You, -therefore,; who 
. me, ſhould deliberate well, for you are undertaking an 
arduous and important buſineſs. * Like one, who is 
| about to raiſe an edifice, you ſhould make the proper 
; | calculations, tha? you may know; whether you can ſi- 
| niſh the work, and-not expoſe yourkeves to the deri. 
Y fo Oy who meditates an 
e exped . bouring power, 
ſhould enquire, if you are omar Ag: 
meet enemy. Is your force 'fuc 
——ů of-Bacools 7 it» bebe 
ter, not to provoke an attack, thai haſtily to ruſh into 
the battle, and there to betray your weakneſs ang 
cowardice. IARC Ry IE 
deſert your. ſtandard, remain in your preſent ſtate, 29 4 
e CgD 4 
. amine, whether you poſſeſs 
| g 
, the necelſey'n uiſites for my ſervice: 28 be 
unwilling to e the deareſt objects in life, from a 
cordial regard to me, eee, ranked amongſt 
. tage ſrom me. With 
an unſound you would reſem- 
ar wa thr ; which hs lofi your,” and ther 
in of anſwering any valuable e, as thoſe 
who are ( the ſalt of the earth, ab P62. 7 ries wo | 
laſs, or:raibet # muilmee: I your: place, it oady'to 
be caſt out with contempt. Let every one, who. 
cs HOT to the en admoni- 
NW x 
Sah eng ous ide bed to lr See in; 
in icn.aas_ yolads, (it iv in rfectly applicable to our- '- . 
ſelves. The ſame bold Cd dilintereſted regard to 
him, which he then required, we alſo muſt poſſeſs, 
With the ſame holy jealouſy and eircumſpection, we 
nn Are we we 
es 
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S K 
ey” plan? Are we determined to give up every thing, 
| Wich ſtands in competition wir C that he may 
_— be es Sal in AP” If otherwiſe, n e mot. 2 21 
|  diflemblers with God, leſt we be with abhor- 


Many publicans and annere came ale de 
mg great eagetneſs in liſtening to his inſtructions *. 
Nor did 15 diſdain their company, ot drive them 
from him, by denunciations of vengeance, as if their 
caſe were . But his condeſcending atten- 
tions to them, and his compaſſionate addreſſes, which 


tis is, in 1 50 its n glory; So it is too 
dazzling for carnal e behold, and they turn 
away — it with di 4. Tho hoſe eſpecially, who 
judo 2 ice th Tn ins Ec e for their own ſuppoſed 


| oodneſs, with the greatneſs of the merc 
n 
dat wich they rally once are lily 
Ip er. 0 
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peeculiarly infamous for their numerous and 


and the very favourable reception, which pe penitent 


Ze |/ J85US/ CHRIST, - x. 
be ine l. al ogra es: 
tain it to be ſor the honour of Chriſt, that * he re- 
ceiveth ſinners, even thoſe, who ate marked out 


offences. He welcomes, pardons, 37) jp nt 
forts, protects, and faves. them. This is extenſive, 
rich, and-diſtinguiſhing grace indeed; which 
induce us more than ever: to love, and praiſe, 4 s 
truſt him. He acts in | 
thoſe, who know his: er, admire that ur _ 3 
of it, which e 's the Phariſees. © 
He vindicated his own conduct, ſhewing i 
priety, and the extreme unreaſonablenels of po — 
to it. This he did in three parables, all tending to 
illuſtrate the abundance and the freene(s of his mercy, 


Auners, though they have been accounted moſt hope-. 
n from him. Let the tranſgreſſor 
who is ready to fink into deſpair, be encou- 
lift n 
ill not diſdain. to help him. 
mm 


A Arik lis made to our own. feeli 
ice of mankind. Where is 
fon, who, loſing only one out of 3 
of ſheep, will not be at pains to ſearch after it, and 


_ expreſs a peculiar pleaſure in its Wide „ eſpecially 


if it had appeared unlikely to be found? Our own 
is here exhibited, We have wan- 

dered far from the fold of God; and, though expoſed 
to want and the aſſaults of furious and malicious ene- 
mies, we are unwilling of outrſelves to return. But 
2 hail on the otro IE. l 
Jeſus, under the character of * the Shepherd, 
who, with much labour to himſelf, releuey - 
the loſt ſheep, and then takes it under his immediate | 
protection. Nor | ſhould: this be 'conGdered as: @ 
trifling incident, a matter of indifference. Eyery in- 
n the converſion of een 
3 event, 


n worthy of himſeif: ank 


$7 Harknels to l ights and 
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event, and will communicate the higheſt delight to 
thoſe who underſtand the worth of an immortal ſoul, 
himſelf exults, and all the bleſſed inhabitants of 

expreſs a rapturous joy, as if their own hap- 
were increaſed, when any one, though he may 
e been profligate be others, is turned from 
the power of Satan unto 
God.” "They triumph in ſuch a reſtoration, as bein 
2” acquiſition,/-more than in the — 
ſelieity of thoſe, whom they had looked upon as al- 
ready ſecure. This is s grand diſplay of pure and diſ- 
_ Intereſted benevolence in the celeftial world; and, if 
pon earth object to it, detray a —_; nant 
2 odious' diſpoſition. 156 1 
Another repreſentation, to the ſame e is 
2 en us, in the caſe of à poor woman, who, after 
ior anxiety and diligent ſearch; finds the piece of 
money, which ſhe had. loſt out of her little treaſure. 
It appears a valuable prize, and yields her more ſatiſ- 
faction than all her other ſtock, which ſhe; conſidered 
as a ſafe poſſeſſion. . Such is the generous: concern, 


. © which Jeſus feels for the periſhing ſouls. of ſinners, 


In Whatever inſtances his grace proves effectual, fo 
| that they, 4 who ſometimes were far off, are made 
nigh”? to God, he rejoices that he has done and ſuf- 
 fered ſo much for their ſalvation, and the holy Angels, 


bo are called to witneſs the momentous change, are 


_ filled with admiration and praiſe. And ſhall we pre- 
fume to cenſure him for this exalted kindneſs; or ra- 
thery ſhall we not take 47:00 to place a 
Kronger confidence in him j! 

N The ſubzect is ſtill further anbei. 
eal little hiſtory, the circumſtances of which are de · 
ſcribed with fark a beautiful ſimplicity, that they can- 
not but affect and deeply intereit every reader.—T he 
younger of two ſons, after: receiving bis proportion 
of fortune, is repreſented as departing from his fa- 
_ ther's houſe, the reſtraints of F 

44773 | 


* 


» % 1 FR. © . N L ? 
— wvS?ShGch t= oc ic. <a a , i440 ea: an cas cs 6 — e oe wo oo ww od od wood : 


» 4. —_—. == % „ gw Y 


324 


him, and Ps to 1 uri There the: 
thoughtleſs y \ ſoon ſquandered away his ſubſtance 
byi intemperance ; and he was reduced tothe moltinfa.,_ 
mous ſervitude, and to ſuch a de of 
that he was on-the- point of peri by hunger. A 
lively emblem of our ſinful A. its. miſerable 
_ conſequences! A particular reference to the Gentile 
world, and to the caſe. of profligate characters, Ro 
be deligned.. . But we have all reſembled this 
man, in diſliking the ſtrictneſs of true religion, — 5 


r 2, EE ww 34 


of our hearts. But have we found the happineſs, 
which we expected in our own wa mayer Alas! + 
viſe. The effects of our apoſtaſy have been diſtreſſ 

and ruinous in the extreme. Like this poor prodi 


* Ty > WW 


ſuch a ſlate, we can procure nothing to ſupport 


Po bats eee 

pitiable, as few. are and 

wretchedneſss. 

4 We however, took Piece in the untiappy. 
« He came to: himſelf,” as if be had been 

till that time intoxicated or inſane; and then reflect- 

ing on the comfortable ſituation he had left in his fa- 


which he had brought upon himſelf, he formed the 
reſolution of returning to his inſulted parent, con- 
vated guilt, and earneſtiy requeſti 
to be receiv into bißhouſe again, though ee 
be in the loweſt capacity af his menial eG He 
ptoceeded, without delay, to execute his plan. Ia 
this ſtage of the hiſtory we perceive the pleaſing cha- 
racter of a true penitent. only, does à man 
come to himſelf,” or enjoy the: proper; exerciſe. of - 
wen e carp of jew tay 
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ing off he 2 God, an thee going away from 
him, with a full ion to . | 


* 
- 


ior lp bag and contenipti . 4 1 | 
and ſatisfy the ſoul, and we ſtand on the rink of de.. 


ther's family, and the; miſery, diſgrace, and danger, 775 
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 fident of ace 
__ theefſe@of an humble 
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and baſenels, and diſcovers fuch irong defires of a6. 


| —— favour. And what other ex- 


. — the awakened ſinner adopt, but to bier ro 
effended God, to pour out his foul with unfei 


17 5 obntrithigy ant es BR 6 his voice to heaven wi road 


ceſſant cries for merey Though he darę not be eon- 


ication: and, 
the privileges of à child, let him earneſtly 
admiffion into the family on any terms. 


E 

kind forgiving father bebeld his ſon ate 
diſtances and, as if he had forgotten his paſt ingra 
tue and perverſeneſs, without ae For ae aer 
ran - with open arms to embrace him. 
ne ponitent youth ws ab * intended conſeſſion; 


bot the indulgent parent, as if impatient to relieve 


his diſtreſs, 


terru te kink, prevented his requeſt, 


eptance, it wül be proper, ſurely, to try 
1 if be 


"4 


Aſſured him of hig f ey the-ft tokens, and - 


moſt exprefiive demonſtrations of Their joy, inamuch 
e cbild; who had dee ede as irre- 
er r wis reſtored” do liſe and happineſs, 
allthis teach us, but- that God cart par- 
= more freely and extenſively; thari Ay rev poi _ 
conceived? He views with 920 ight th e very 
nings of repentance, the firſt e e ee e: 
W-- + a'return. He lifters with ſatisfaction to his 
| broken ories for mercy; aid: Fea ons g bim 
with any purt of his accumulated 
confor upon him every maik of 


earth, are required to exult in that event, ftom 
the moſt glorious effects are wr ' $Stch'is the 
loving k indneſs of our God! Who, then, ſhall deſpair 
ercertircs or helitate to apply unto cork i 


immediately command=d all his houſhold to give the 


nd 2 
Fhe A bo what} fone ae me ber | 
2 ere 


* 
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will ſave, he will rejoice over thee with joy: he 


— Unging * 


neral happineſs. The elder ſon is diſguſted at the at- 


tention ſhewn to his brother, Who had been ſo li- 


centious and abandoned, and, while he boaſts of his 
own dutiful ſubje d ion to bis father, complains; that 
he meets not with ſuch a preference, as he might have 
expected. Fhe father condeſcends. to argue with him 

on the unreaſonableneſs of his objections, even allows 


ing the juſtice of bis claims, and ſtill maintains that 
it was every way proper and expedient to expreſs the 


higheſt della in the recovery af a child, who had 


been given up as loſt. This part of the parable cn - 
tains à ſtriking reproof of thoſe proud and captious 
acyerſaries, the Scribes and Phariſees, who reproach⸗-⸗ 


ed the Saviour for receiving ſinners. Here their own 
perverſeneſs is exhibited. For, while they were in- 
cenſed, that any notice ſhould be taken of the moſt 
diſſolute cha or at leaſt that they ſhould be 


admitted upon the ſame terms with themſelves; and, 


while the - Jewiſh nation in general could not bear, 
“ that the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-heirs, and of the 
fame body,” they moſt exactly reſembled the elder 
brother. And do not many, in modern times, betray 


y 
a ſimilar averſion to the rich of the Goſpel, 


which is extended to the moſt heinous offenders? 
There are thoſe, who value themſelves on the unin- 
terrupted regularity of their conduct, and are ex- 


tremely. diſguſted, that no peculiar- compliment is 


paid to their excellence, and that others are put upon 


a level with them. But are they not wrong, even on 


their own principles? For, granting all that they can 
poſſibly urge in their behalf, no injury will be done to 


' them by the kind and affectionate manner, in which 


* Zeph. iii. 17. | 
every 


will reſt in his love, he will joy over thee with FE 
ot one. of the family refuſes to participate the ge- 


- 
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every penitent is received: Let them make good 
their claim, and they will be treated with ſuitable 
reſpect. But let them not refuſe to r 2 when 
thoſe, whoſe caſes appeared moſt hopeleſs, are taken 
into the number of the children of God and heirs of 

everlaſting in Ghent he oof? God 6 r 46 his 
ce in s mercy. {oj free us 
8 8 tv his . *. of re- 


ds ion, but drop all our angry prejudices againſt 
us implore forgiveneſs for ourſe]ves, as thoſe 


it. 
who deſerve to periſh; and, under ſuch a conviction, 
'we ſhall wonder, not that any others are ſaved, but 
5 we, who “ were 2 are reconciled to 
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iher f P 72 of the rich nor od Leer 
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full view of : all his fu before him, and even 

with an ee upon we He 2 

in Galilee, ring bis progreſs through 

— try, he continued to exerciſe his miniſtry, la- 

to diffuſe the e 

e unequiyocal proofs of his divine character. 
. we eee bim perſiſting in his work 
wich diligence and cheerfulneſs to the very laſt, may 
we learn to perſevere in the moſt vigorous exertions 
for the glory of his name, till we ſiniſh our courſe? 
What, though the croſs lies before us? Let us imĩtate 
the holy example of the Saviour s and wee ſhall — | 
him to his kingdom. 

Publicans and nem, we 1 Tri os | 
his preaching, and many Scribes and Phariſees, alſo, 
were preſent at the ſame time. In the audience of 
them all, and with a view to their inſtruction, he 


* 


4%  $CRIPTURE CHARACTERS. | | 
addreſſed his diſciples, pointing out in what manner 
worldly poſſeſſions are to be — *, He ſpake, 

as-uſual, in parabolical language, and repreſented a 
rich man calljc his ſteward to account, that he might 
diſmiſs him, 57 unfaithfulneſs. in his truſt. The 
uilty ſervant attempted not his own vindication, — 
| IT extreme ſolicitude about his future ſu | 
He contrived to make friends to himſelf, by falſifying 
his books in favout of the various debtors of his in 
that ſo they might be diſpoſed to entertain and aſkiſt 
him when diſcarded from. his office. The expedient 
Was diſhondurable and bafe, but it was ingenious 
and, therefore, his maſter, who could 150 ut. con- 
n the injuſtice, adthired the prudetice of the man, 


5 provided; 901 en (bitte. 
We Wei a to ande bin re! 2 5 the few. 
n ef Bod, is the eat Lord and Proptieto etor 


' ef all. Very wortiy we ve up dur acrounts, 
and be rtthoved from our prefefit peſt, What, Wen, 
| ſhall we do? Have we not been negligent and trea- 
i — vide wulf? Have we hot 
waited _— r 9 

poſes -6f pride und 
r — 

Have we no fears about out future eonditienf Or, 

what ſchemes have we formed, for ges owit ſrourity 
in the day of out calamity? - 

Jeſus obſerved, at the cloſe of the parable, that 
they, whoſe hearts are fixed upon this world, are 
much more attentive to their — intereſts, than 
thoſe are to their ſpiritual and eternal concerns, whom 
Soc hath taught to know their duty and their hap- 
pineſs. | Surely, chere is abundant cauſe to reprove 
the remiſſneſs of Chriſtians among outſelves: for we 
perceive: in them but little of that contrivance and | 
afliduiry for-the welfare of their fouls, which men 

0 5481145 ' 
94 fs iter fot | #/kaks win ln tt neg, 
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commonly.deceive the expectations of wo 
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in e the the ee e te 

e re N 
- imprav 

R « Riches, which 


and often are ſubſervient to the 1 ſin, may 
yet be empl oyed to great 22 | 
them, you may conciliate * * of thoſe, whoſe 
friendſhip /is moſt valuable. Many, wbomyau have 
inſtructed, relieved, viſited, and N and to whom 
ur bounty has endeared you, may go beſore you ta 
eaven, and, upon your removal from the place you 
now, fill up, may ſand ready to welcome you to the 
ons bliſs  habitations, where they will confeſs their: 
tions to you. A very ſmall age indeed, of 
Kane may be committed to your care; but your re- 
9 principles will be evinced by your —— 


1265 loweſt ſtation, ſo that — ely infer. from. 


it, what would be your conduct in, achigber. If you. 
act as unfaithful Rewards in the di of your tem- 
Nel. worthleſs as it is, how, can you ex- 


pect to be. 2 with thoſe bleflings, which are of 


real value ? And if you treacherouſly miſapply what is, | 
not, ſtrictiy, your own property, but only put into your 
hands for the benefit of others, you have no reaſon. 


to believe, that God will confer upon you a certain 


and everlaſting poſſeſſion. How neceſſary is it, then, 
255 * make a delibetate choice, whom you will 

rye! You will be 9 attached either to God 
or the world; and in p as you eſteem the 
one, the other will be 2 It is impoſſible, 
that you can live in ſubjection to two maſters, whoſe 
demands are fo directly oppolue.” ; -. 

- The: Phariſees heard the ſolemn, 2dmonition; but 
they ureated it with ſcorn, becauſe the love of monexß 
had the aſcendancy in thejs-;bearts, and the doctrine 
of Jeſus ſtruck at the root of that vile ga The 
N Rs mu fe 175 
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| pet to be derided by thoſe, whoſe practices and tem- 
e they condemn: nor ſhould they, on this account, 
| Feſus reproved the bypocriſy of the 
ate in in the moſt awful terms, dechring, that, 
_ while ic was their object to preſerve appearances be- 
fore! men, God perceived their inward diſpoſitions, 
-* and ſhat Wow cg win abhorrence on thoſe things, 
which ſhort- ſighted mortals may adinife. 1 to 
God, that! every proud and covetous 1 OS * 
; [whoſe reputation ſtands high in the Church, 
d ſeriouſly conſider" the tremendous truth! 

The Phariſces proleſſed a high regard for the Mo- 
dae A of Our Lord, chereſore, remarked to 
= : e was deſigned to 49 19705 hp only till 

n-the Baptiſt appeared, when began 

the new diſpenſation, and to ſet-up the deen of 

| Meſſiah, into which men of all characters were preſſ- 

ing with extreme vehemence. Still, he obſerved, tbe 

ancient law did not fail, as if it had not atfivered i ._ | 

end; for it received its completion in the Gabe, | 

which fulfilled its types and ops eee and enforced 

its moral commands. e points, particularly | 
_ with reſpect to the 5 and inviolable bond of mar- 

riage, they themſelves explained away or perverted 
its meaning, and he reproved them as guilty of adul- 

tery in Mats their wager" for ee ing cauſe 
of diſguſt. 

13 5 bestre ohe ſpirit of the Phariſces, Ny 
not be ſatisfied, as they were, with certain” external 
obſervances in religion. It is poſſible, we ſee, wn 
thoſe, who p67 to be very zealous for duties, 
be lamentably defeQive, and allow themſelves in 
violations of the divine precepts. ' Let us enquire,” 
then, how far our principles and hr Moo 
The higheſt veneration for the law 8 


not to reject, but embrace, the Goſpel; l 
both come from the ſame God, and harmentts in ib 
be gt an D Laps 


777 8 
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deed, the 
by this eſpecially God.eſtabli 
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perſection of every preceding economy, and 
ſhes the ingdom If his. 


- 


the 


Son. Do we with to ſecure its bleflings? Then we 


* * tee a 4. kt i 
ny ore the ſame audience, and in order to enforce 


ſoon put an end to the ſufferin 


are required to exert all the faculties of our ſouls; for 

« eyery man preſſeih into it. The faint deſire, the 
unoperative reſolution will leave us ſhort of heaven, 
the poſleflion of which is not to be gained without a a 
holy violence. A * | 5 


foregoing admonitions, you proceeded to deliver 
an affecting parable. He deſcribed the future miſe- 

ries, which will follow a life of carnal indulgence, rfl 
notwithſtanding all its preſent advantages, and the 
everlaſting bleſſedneſs, to which the ſervant of God 

ſhall be admitted, however afflicted upon earth. A 

rich man is repreſented, expending bis fortune merely 

for the ſupport of an elegant appearance and a luxu- 

rious table. His plan was, to allow himſelf every 
gratification, which. his income would afford; but, 

while be conſulted only his own, wiſhes, he conſidered 

not the neceſſities of others. A poor beggar, named 
Lazarus, incapacitated for any labour by a diſeaſed 

body, was placed before his door, imploring relief. 

This diſtreiſed object was neglected except by the 

dogs, who licked, his ſores, as if they were more 
compaſſionate than their maſter: but even this cir- , 
cumftance ſhewed his calamitous fituation, as he was ' - 
covered with ulcers, which were expoſed to the open | 
air, at the ſame time he could hardly obtain the 
ſmalleſt crumbs for his ſabſiſtence. Deb eee 

| of the one, and the 
enjoyments of the other: and then how different 
their condition! Lazarus, who was dear to God, 
notwithſtanding his extreme indigence, was conducted 


by a company of heavenly ſpirits to a diſtinguiſhed 
Nr 


epicure might have the parade of a grand funeral, but 
bi rogy flowed him no (arber. T9u Wis Cor into | 
3 
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bell, and there conſigned to the torment of everlaſt. 
ing fire while the view of Lazarus's happineſs and 
exaltation increaſed his own miſery. He petitioned; 
that the poor deſpiſed beggar might be ſent to allevi- 
ate the wr gt: agonies, which he endured from 
che fierceneſs p the flames: but this could not be 
. anted, Dellverance from his paln, or even the 
{malleſt abatement of it, was denied; an impaſſable 
ulf ſeparated him from the ſociety of the bleſſed; and 
4 be, who had once enjoyed every delicacy, could not 
- then obtain a drop of water to cool his parched 


tongue. 4 n "Ss 
Five brethren ſtill ſurvived him, and all trod in the 
very ſame ſteps. He begged, therefore, that a ſpecial 
„ Ng might be ſent to them from the world of 
ſpirits, to warn them” of thoſe extreme ſufferings, 
which awaited them. Perhaps he had been inſtru- 
mental to their profliyacy; and the deſite of prevent- 
ing their deſtruction might ariſe from a fear of its 
aggravating his torment. The requeſt, however, 
was refuſed, on this ground, that the teſtimony of 
the inſpired writers was ſufficient for their -convic- , 
tion, and that thoſe, who rejected ſuch an evidence, 
would ive no credit even to a witneſs riſing from 
the. e * A | woke, N J 
: The whole repreſentation. is tremendous, and yet 
moſt inſtruftive. Who now will plead for a life de- 
voted to. pleaſure. and ſenſual purpoſes? Who will 
eſume to ſay, There can be no harm in expending 
fortune upon. ourſelves? or that no bad conſe- 
- quences. will reſult from the gratification of our 
wiſhes, provided our income will ſupport it? Ouf 
Lord has ſhewn, that, by ſuch a conduct, the truſt | 
repoſed · in us is betrayed, the poor are negleted, 
God is. forgotten and provoked, the ſoul debaſed and 
ruined, and a fire kindled againſt us, which will 
<« burn to the loweſt hell,“ and which never can be 
quenched, Will not „ the ſinners in Zion be _ 
| : e807 | al 
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among us ſhall dwell with the devouring fire? who : 


— us ſhall dwell with everlaſting — na * . 
We congratulate the faithful ſervants . of God, 
though deſtitute as Lazarus. You poſſeſs a happineſs” 
beyond the qranky of the aa yg of which no afflictions, 
can deprive Though can hardly procure. 
the meaneſt fare or the — — and though, 
while your diſeaſed bodies can ſcarcely endure the 
hardſhips of pram gh nakedneſs, and cold, you are 
the ſcorn of your opulent e ee yet we will 
call you bleſſod, Death, which ftrikes à terror into 


others, . may inſpire. you with confidence and. j "IT aft 


For then 47 ſhall obtain perfect deliverance, and 
« carried be Angels into Abraham's boſom.” 


Is it lope * ſtronger evidence is wanted, 
to convince men of the dangerous tendency of fin? 


and clearneſs, of which language is capable. I be 
teſtimonies of departed ſpirits, who have entered upon 


the inviſible world, are withheld from us, and we have 
no right to aſk them, or to'conclude that they would 
be at all regarded by unbelievers, Let the — of 
God, then, be fairly conſulted, and its deciſions im- 
plicitly received; or elſe, we ſhall ſoon feel thoſe der. 
ments, which we are unwilling to credit. 

After this intereſting e Jeſus addreſſed 1 0 
ſelf again to his diſciples, ſuggeſting certain cautions - 
and directions for their — . Some of theſe 
. had deen ſaid before, but their importance 
rendered the repetition expedient and needful. He 
warned them 2 giving any cauſe of offence to 
others, obſerving, that though in ſuch a world as. 
this, and ſo co ituted as we now are, caſes of that 
kind may be expected, yet are attended with 
awful conſequences. It is abun y better to ſuffer 
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dnp ante, and even to be cut off by a violent 
h, than to bring a reproach on the good ways 
Notes) Zi the meaneſt of his people to 
P from them. In an 
buorted them to beware of an ungry and implacable 
Aiſpoſition, ſince this would be peculiarly diſgraceful 
do the Goſpel; und declared that their pro. rn of 
Injuries ſhould be unlimited. How neceſſary for 
* ourſelves is this ſolemn-counſel! « Ye that love the 
Wnt. 4, f 5 evil *;” ſor Incoticeivable miſchief may 
"Te t any wrong practices or tempers in you, 
Ek Many may be peejuiliced againſt the truth, and To 
ſo ſtaggered, as entirely to renounce” it, when they 
| Perceive that it produces ſo little influence upon you, 
A contentious and quarrelſome ſpirit is particularly 
unſuitable to your character; for, though fre rake 
| occaſions of complaint may occur, you are to & ſuffer | 
long and be kind,” and thus to prove that the Gol. 
| + which you receive, is 2 ' ſyſtem of peace and 
ove.” 
_ The Apoſtles, it mould ſeem, being affected by a | 
=... - 1 of their great difficulties, and their inabilit 
ſurmount them through the weakneſs of their religi 
| - . ous principles, earneſfly prayed unto their Lord, that 
he would increaſe their faith, For ſuch is the efficacy 
of this grace, that it will bear up the ſoul againſt the 
ſevereſt trials, ſtrengthen it for the moſt arduous ſer · 
viees, preſerve it in temptation, and ſanctify its in- 
ward diſpoſitions. But how frequently is it obſtructed 
jn its operations! If the near ese and moſt — 
noured ſervants of Jeſus lamented their deficiency in 
this reſpect, ſurely the moſt eminent believers now 


5 A peculiar propriety exelaim, Penn increaſe 


manner, he'ex- 


8.822 grasen ma 


our faith,” 
Jeſus reminded them, that the leaſt e of it, 
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wonderful effects, and enable the Chriſtian: to per= 
form duties, which would otherwiſe be as impollible, 7 
as the tramſplanting of. a tree into the midſt of the ſea. | 
Yet: he tailght chem, aſter all their exertions, tc 
aſſume no merit to themſelves, but” to acknowledge 
that their obedience to God in every point was o 
more than he had a right to demand, and that, as it. v3; 
added nothing to him, it gave them no claim pon 
him. According to this deſcription, we all are te | 
ſervants of Jehovah, the great and ſovereign Lord, 
and ſhould attend to our proper work, till it be fi- 
niſhed, not looking for our complete reſt and enjoy- 
ment, before we have done the buſineſs iffigned uss, 
and even then we ſhall. deſerve. nothing. Surely a 
very light knowledge of ourſelves will diſpoſe, us to 
confeſs, that & we are unprofitable ſervants,” or a- 
ther, that we are miſerable offenders. ) 
Jeſus continued to proſecute his journey to Jeru- 
ſalem through Samaria and Galilee, wid ſcattered - © 
blefings as he went. Near to a certain village, into 
which he was about to enter, ten unhappy perſons, . 
afflicted with leproſy, | BEES themſelves . before 1 
him. They ſtood at a diſtance, this being required - 
of them, leſt others ſhould be defiled by their loath- 
ſome diſorder ; but, ends heard of the power and 5 
grace of Jeſus, they implored his merciful regarx gd. 
He looked on them with compaſſion, and inſtantly © 
directed them to ſhew themſelves to the prieſts, bo 
alone were authorized to decide, when the malady was 
removed. They obeyed his word in the believing ex. 
pectation of a Cure; and as they were going they Were 
reſtored: for his influence rated Ae remoteſt 3 
places, as well as to the objects immediately Within 


his view. The ſame miracle was wrought upon 
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t, them all; but only one of them, it ſhould em, ane 
de he a Samaritan, was properly affected with it. He 
; returned to proclaim the kindneſs of his Benefactor, 

and his own obligations to him. Wick admiring and 
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. Faith and love in. A 


this kingdom 
ſuch ee pomp. and grandeur, as to excite ge- 


-- 


eur runs cane rm. 


| prev ruin o we fs, ak wi : 
load voice gave glory is to. God. This inſtance 


monwealth of Irael, was 2 ig Ls 15 to the 


reſt.” He, therefore, obtained the ot ao . 


| bation of the Saviour, and was diſmi 
Have we been the ſu Je of iChril, 


power? Has not the le * 
infection over our 8 


him, „ Jeſus, Maſter, have merey on us? Thoſe, 


ſutely, who are reſtored by his grace, cannot but be 


thankful: yet alas ! few of them feel ſo lively a ſenſe 

of his goodneſs, as they ou ght. Is there one out of ten, 
who gives glory to God — oper energy and zeal! 
And is not ingratitude, on pack: 

| deteſtable? You, who have experienced deliverance 

dy the power Of Jaſag, retwrn-to. praiſe him; and 

commend him to the notice and eſteem of others, 


While, with aſtoniſhment and love, you declare what 


1 e e 


88 he has done for 


+ TO Perhaps he was e at the 
leaſt, was in the neighbourhood, 

| enquired of him, at 8 time God would eſtabliſh 

the 2 of which he had ſpoken ſo much. He 

replied, that they were deceived about the nature of 

i that it would not. be attended with 


_- neral obſervation; that, being inward and- ſpiri- 
ak it exiſted in the hearts of be people. . He ſug: 
ſted alſo to his diſciples, that they would ſoon 

'ng for his appearance, in vindication of their 

fin deſpiſ cauſe, but warned them not to be miſled by 
-  impoſtors,, who Id ariſe in great numbers. He 

; declared, indeed, after his paſſion, then approach- 
ing, he would manifeſt hi in a moſt awful man- 
ner, to take vengeance on his enemies; for that his 
coming, ſudden and terrible as the lightning, would 
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amaritan, a ſtranger to the com. | 


an/ occaſion, 'moſt | 
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would'be cut off in the midſt of their buſineſs, their 
gaiety, and ſenſuality, as in the days of Noah and 
of Lot, when thouſands erf in the former caſe - 

by the flood, and in the latter by fire and brimſtone 

from heaven. And, as this tremendous deſolation | 

ſhould be accompliſhed ſo quickly, he directed his 
diſciples to flee for their lives, at the very firſt com- | 
mencement of the troubles, without attempting to. WY 
ſecure any of their poſſeſſions, leſt they alſo, through 

an attachment to worldly things, Ike” Lot's wife, 

ſhould be involved in the general ruin. He pre- 

died, that in this public devaſtation the moſt pain- 

ful ſeparations would be made, the neareſt friends di. 

vided, the moſt intimate connections broken; ſo that. 

where two perſons ſhould be united in the cloſeſt 
bonds, the one ſhould be reſcued by a peculiar act 
of grace, and the other left to periſh. © 
It was enquired, where the terrible deſtruction 
would take place; and our Lord replied by a pro- 
verbial expreſſion that the eagles would be gathered 
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it to the carcaſe. This ſeemed a plain intimation, that 

8 the Romans, whoſe enſigns bore the image of the eagle, 

h ſhould be the inſtruments of that calamity, and that 

le they would fly as that ravenous bird to the prey IlTe 

of might alſo be intended to imply, that, wherever ob: 
th WW finate finners are marked for ruin, the judgments of 

e- God will find them out, and haſten with an unerring 

i- aim to accomplith their perdition! ???:: 
Tze awful ſubject will be afterwards reſumed. 
„ve the eie . obiierve;; chat the-propliectcs vr 


Jeſus, which" clearly referred to one ſignal event, 
were all in due time exactly accompliſhed.” Jeruſa- 
lem was given up to entire deſolation, the unbelieving 
Jews periſhed miſerably, and the Chriſtians, obeying 
our Lord's directions, obtained a memorable deliver- 
ance. Are we not, then, here inſtructed, that“ it 
ald is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
*“ 
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Sod '*?” And. ſhould we not be ſolicitous to provide 
| à teſuge for ourſelves, againſt that day of more terri- 
ES 1 6, AN 2 « the nigh of. he 2 of God 
| all ured out” upon all impenitent ſinners, and 
Fa be no eſcape? Jeruſalem was deſtroyed for 
its contempt and rejection of the Goſpel; and, if God 
de flill jealous for 4 ey bis Son, what has 
7 4 Sreat Aritain to expect O we know. the time 
ol our viſitation, and 3 * of merch 
which are held out to us, in the Saviour! 
, © We enquire, then, with ſerious. concern, of all, to 
whom the word of truth is preached, Are you mem- 
bers of the kingdom of God? Is it ſet ag uch | 
you?” It i is declared to be « righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt f.“ Have you. underſtood | 
what thcle bleſings mean, ſo as to feel theis efficacy | 
In your own hearts? are as much ſtran- 
22 in reality, to the c e e as cer- 
_ ainly obnoxious to the divine vengeance, as the un- 
| believing Jets. O flee from the tremendous ſtorm, | 
_ while yet there is a poſſihility of eſcape]! Be willing | 
| * 4 e uſe of the appointed refuge; that, when the 
2» | dete Ming Angel unſheaths. the word, you; way Ie | 
IE. fm om he ſtroke of juſtice. | 1 
3 a with a view: to encourage bis diſciple [ 
2 "under "the proſpect of their approaching difficulties, | 
Jieſus exhorted them to pray, and to urge their re- 
A2naeſis with unceaſing ardour f. Let us attend to 
_  - his counſel; Men ought ALWAYS i» pray, at all 
times, and in all the various ciręu ces of life. 
| Though many difficulties attend the practice of the 
duty, and our. F be rejected, we are 
< not to faint.” Our fears may 5 that. God 
15 hath forgotten to be — and that it were 
25 vaig to W mercy; eee 
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to renew our Wir to him with freſl vigour, - 
and © give him no reſt,” till he veuchiale de grün | 
| deliveraqes and comfort. | 
| The efficacy of ſuch a continued fervour in our . > 
dreſſes. to God, is exhibited in a ſhort parable A ®Þ 
r diſtreſſed widow, under great oppreſſion, car= 
neſtly ſolicited the interference of a magiſtrate in her 
behalf, that ſhe might obtain Juſtice.” He, bein 
deſtitute of every good principle both toward Gor 
and man, refuſed for ſome time to undertake her © 
_ cauſe;, but at length he conſented, merely that he _ 
might be freed from the trouble of her arte Ll | 
| Teſus has directed us to draw the pr 
om this little hiſtor 4. The pry opus ma 
regardleſs of the inceſſant cries of his aflicted | 
for a conſiderable ſeaſon: but ſtill the ſhauld perſe- 
vere in their ardent ſupplications, and expect A gra- 
cious interpoſition. [ike holy faced) i they ſhould 
wreſtle with him, and ſay, +1 will pot let thee'go, -» 
except thou bleſs me. Then he will reſeue them 
from the oppreſſion of their ſpiritual enemies, ane 
ſatisfy the deſires of their ſouls. Yet, great as this 
_ encouragement is, how few are animated by it!. DO 
not the, moſt appear diſheartened, and fo 4 faint is 
their minds, ag, to gro remiſs, and almoſt ed e 
don their hope? Thus Jeſus lamented, that, upon his 
coming, he ſhould find but little faith on the earth | 
And ſhould this be the day of his viſitation among 
ourſelyes, we fear that the number of firm Rd Pra 
believers would be proved to be very ſmall N 
Ah! why do we dliſtruſt his promiſe? Or, if we main- 
tain our dependence upon it, why do we give way to 
ſo many diſtreſſing apprehenſions? Why are we. ſo 
backward to prayer; ſo cold and languid in our ad. 
dreſſes? Surely we treat him, as if we thought Wat > - 
he would not be true to his word. 
Another parable, addreſſed to thoſe, who boat ed 
| of _ own * and 9 down with gontempt 
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upon others; inſtructs us with what temper of mind 


ue ſhould approach to God. We may draw near 
with confidence, in reliance on the Saviour; but not 
with preſumption, as if we had a claim upon him, on 
the ground of our on merit. We are taught to 


bow before him with the deepeſt humiliation and ab- 


he pretended to than 

pliment himſelf, while he de 
lency, and recounted the various ſervices he had per- 
- formed: He alleged, that he was far better than the 

Fan un of mankind, that he had avoided the groſs | 


horrence of ourſelves, confefling our iniquity, and 


© imploring forgiveneſs through his free and abundant 
merey, as revealed in the Goſpel, This is repre- 


ſented in the caſe of two men, a Phariſee and a Pub- 


Ucan, who went to worſhip at the temple. Their 


principles and diſpoſitions were widely different; and 


| very different alſo was the effect of their prayers, 


The Phariſee ſtood by himſelf, with much ſelf. 


. ſufficiency, as if he ſhould be polluted: by coming 

near the Publican. His devotions, if ſuch they may 

be called, contained — one petition; and, though 
God, 2 object was to com- 


ns, in which many others lived, and which might 


de charged upon the notorious character then preſent, 
- and E e had alſo been exact in all ceremonial ob- 


ſervances. Such was the detail 3 ſuch 


the only foundation of his hope t s God. And 
was not this ©, facrifice an. abomination unto the 
Lord?” Ves, a proud ſpirit is peculiarly odious to 
bim; and be hath determined, „that no fleſh ſhall 
; glory in his preſence.” But are not many, under a 


hriſtian profeſſion, worſhipping with the very tem- 


| 


per of the Jewiſh Phari 


ſated into modern language, and it would deſcribe pre- 


eiſely the ſentiments of numbers among us. For thus 
do they boaſt of their comparative excellence above 


others, their freedom from. ſcandalous crimes, and 
_ their {tri performance of certain cuſtomary rites. 


„ 


cribed his own' excel. 


iſee? Let his prayer be tranſ- 


' 6 . 


| offenſive to 


nn — r —_— 


And ſo long as they exalt themſelves, their maſt ſpe- 
cious n of charity or devotion, are 


Bot another character is bere . exhibited; and that 


of an acceptable worſhipper. The Publican, or Ro—-— 
man tax gatherer, whoſe former life, it may be al- 
lowed, had been. ſtained with many enormities, Was. 


compelled under the terror of an awakened conſcience: 


precate his vengeance.. He ſtood at a diſtance from 
the ſanctuary, and with eyes caſt down upon the 
ground, thus —_— his unworthineſs to draw 
near or look up to G 


ailt, and confeſſing himſelf a ſinner obnoxious to 
Jiſtice, without eng any plea in his own favour,, 
he prayed, that, if it were poſſible, God would 


extend his mercy to him. To ſuch. a contrite peni- 


tent as this, however flagitious his conduct any 


have been, the promiſes of the Goſpel are addreſſed. 


: and then, ſmiting upon bis 
breaſt, through extreme anguiſh for his accumulated: 


| | ' . 8 
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to humble himſelf in the nee of God, and to de- 


Let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 


mefcy upon him; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon *.” This the Publican found: he: 


went down to his houſe in peace, having obtained 
acceptance with God, How inſtructive, how ani- 


mating is the example! It is recorded for our encou-- . 
ragement; and the declaration is added, to revive the 


heart of all thoſe who. are ready to deſpond, He 


that humbleth- himſelf ſhall be exalted,” For this: 
abundant * indeed, we are indebted to him, 
f 


who © died for the 8. and whoſe * blood 


cleanſeth from all ſin,” Our application to God 


muſt be made in his name, and in dependence on his: | 


merits. But even the interpoſition of Chriſt will 


not avail us, unleſs we feel that *'godly ſorrow which 


worketh. repentance,” and that. deep humiliation, 


* Iſa. Iv, 7. 
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1855 the Pablican xpreſſed. We may have been 

PN from groſs offences; but, if we be truly 

Lenſidle of our puilt, we ſhall not be unwilling to be 

__ confideredon a -vel with the work of character, nor 

Wil any other prayer ſuit us ſo well; as that which 

ie here provided, © Jod, be merciful to me a fin- 
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man born Bind —reusaled hi to him, 'w 5 
commumicated.—deſcribed himſelf as IT door, and the © 


8 Shepherd — declared his union with the 1 70 ber rt 


= 


| and miraculngh fene, from being ined. 
ee So 


rived at Jeruſalem. There he attended at the cele- 


bration of a certain feſtival, which is ſuppoſed to hae 
been kept in remembrance of the tion of che 
temple by Judas Maccabeus *, is was an inſtj- 
tution only of human authority; but he did not on 
that account neglect it, and he has taught us by his 
example to pay a ſerious reſpect to thoſe obſervances, 
which tend to the advancement. of religion; even 
— 4 they be not . by the divine com- 


5 F — 
preſent themſelves on ev _ : but we may learn 
from Jeſus, not to look on diftreſſed without feel 
the tendereſt emotions of compaſſion. As he 


ed through the r 
e who had been 
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| caſe, , propoſed a queſtion of curious 
ſpeculation, They iced, whether the calamity. was 
not to be conſidered as a particular judgment from 


Soc, for ſome heinous trandgrefiiag committed either 
dy the man of his. patents. Probably, they enter. 


{|  " tained the idea of a pre-exiſtent ſtate, and ſuppoſed, | 


according to the abſurd doctrine of certain heathen 


{| ' philoſophers, that the ſufferings of this life are puniſh- 


tion was appointed, not as à judicial viſitation for any 


So might be diſplayed by a miraculous removal of 


| 3 ſelves ! It becomes us not to cenſure thoſe; who are 
ON ES oppreſſed by the heavieſt. calamities, as ſinners above 


ue Saviour, we muſt not triſie away the few remain- | 


ments for former ſins. ' © - © 
© "Jeſus, however, without entering into an examina- 
tion of the viſionary ſyſtem, declared, that the afflic- 


— — — a 


remarkable offence, but that the mighty power of 


— —_ 


it. He further obſerved, that his time of ſervice in 
this world; which he knew to be.very ſhort, muſt be 
diligently improved, in order to promote the great 
end of his miſñion; and that he ſhould;continue, du- 
ting bis abode here, to give light to them, that were 
in darkneſs. How forcibly does this apply to our- 


- _—__ — - —_ . — — — 


others, or as bearing peculiar marks of the divine in- 

; _—_ _y pt Fare toy 22 ſevereſt 
uli ions, that, in various r / | lo- 

- eify himſelf by them. n Gon 
dur day of labour and of uſefulneſs will be cloſed, we 
ould exert ourſelves with vigour, for the benefit of | 
others; eſpecially by 7 as lights in the world, WW © 

that we may not depart from life, before we have an- 

ſweted any good purpoſe in it. If we would imitate 


iag moments in ſenſuality or ſupineneſs, or omit any | 

one opportunity of rendering aſſiſtance to our fellow- 

>. , creatures. 5 4 1 * 2 Fan * [6/4 Þ 

 - -Jefus not only attended to the cries of the diſtreſſ- 

ed, but in ſome caſes relief, where it was not 

ſolicited, as in the i e before us. We obſerve, 
; 1 | 5 N 12 75 TN tao, | 
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were performed in different ways. In ſome, a 

or a touch ſufficed; (in. others, certain means were 

made uſe of, but ſuch means as magn wo pron was. 6 | 
He anointed the man's eyes with claye 


| this, ie-muſt be allowed,” ſvemed more Yely de e 
away than communicate fi t. He then cohmmͤeqmù. 


him to waſh" in the pool © Siloam, and inftantly the 
cure was accompliſhed. But let not 'the 
aſcribed to a 4 in thoſe watert, but to 
Him, whom” 1 
4 the ſent of Ged. alone, who ordered | 
ſingular expedient, could render it Seeed "Thus 


likewiſe,” the ordinances of his appointment are weak 


in themſelves, and unable to impart” any'blefling to 
the ſoul. . the > 
who frequent them in obedience to his 
and in dependence on his promiſe. Inſtead, — 
of entering into any ſubtle enquiries, let us conform. 
to his inſtitutions with all the ſimplicity of an un- 
feigned faith, and his power will be therein diſplayed, | 
for th relief of all our ſpiritual neoeſſities. | 
The miracle was manifeſt, and it; could: not bet 
engage the public notice, as the man, whole. 
was reſtored; was generally known. All were | 
niſhed, but ſome' were enraged; in-conſequenee 07 
which pains were taken to diſprove the fact, or hy 
ſome means to caſt an odium upon Jeſus. This ma- 
lignant oppoſition, however, tended to confirm the 
evidence, and publiſh. it the more extenſively. In 
like manner, modern infidels, by their hatred of the 
Goſpel and affiduous attempts to invalidate its teſti=. | 


| mony, do really advance the cauſe which they mean. 


2 . 
confound themſelves. 1 85 

he man was ſummoned before the 

= cloſely examined concerning ral tao any 

W FEY. 

4 — Amplicity, | 


_ 


2 
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| \ and from which: he declared het he con- 

coo author of it as a prophet, This occaſioned 

_ _A-divifien- in the council; ſome, witch hypocritical 
5 that Jeſus had profaned the ſab- 


uſe he had the miracle on that 
holy day, and therefore that —— not be of God; 
— others. were conſtrained. to acknowledge, from 
„ . — ron before: them, that he could not poly | 
Wy endures — —— ; 
be man's parents, therefore, were called. and ſtrictiy 
| 2 who clearly aſſerted the fact, and yet, 
rough the fear of excommunication (which all were 
_ threatened with, who ſhould'confeſs Jeſus to be the 
Meſfah), they dared not avow their own convictions, 
ut referred their examiners bo the teimony of the | 
Lat rf 1 16 
e ras again | Ae lee; and, 
' while they with vehemence 9220 bitterneſs-reviled tbe 
| Saviour as a worthleſs and profane wretch, the poor 
| yentured-to plead his cauſe with confidence, 
| maintaining before them all, that the miracle was un- 
deniable, and the concluſion from it moſt reaſonable, 
that Jeſus muſt have received his commiſſion -from 
heaven» This provoked them the more; and inſtantly, 
Without any other charge of guilt, they paſſed the very 
_ ſevere ſentence of excommunication.upon him. 
Whether, now, ſhall we moſt pity, the condemned 
port his jodges? Ahl how odious their con- 
ts | 


duct, how miſerable their caſe, who, with inconteſt- 
_ able evidence before them, ſtill N their hearts, 
and determined not to be convinced! He, though 

; EF 
55 8 2 gnorant of the real character of Chriſt, | 
|  Gared to act agreeably to his conſcience, and refuſed 
d depart from his teſtimony, whatever he might ſuf- 
3 fer. We aſk, then, Where are thoſe, who have | 
Bn RR ACER Wed to vindi- 
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g 14/7 JESUS: ennie r. 1 
cate tha character of Jeſus? Can you ſpeak of 
beneſit, which you have received from him? T 125 

unable to maintain an argument againſt ſubtle diſpu- 
tants, can you declare, that he has communicated - 
ght to your mind, and ſay,” as the poor beggar, if 
you can add no more, One thing I know 
| whereas I was blind, now I ſee? By ſuch a 
evidence as this, many an 2 
pleaded the cauſe of Chriſt with great ſueceſa, and 
verſaries. But it may-expoſe you to reproach: and 
bitter perſecution. Be it ſo. What have to fear, 
while-you ſtand up for the honour' of. Jeſus? It is a 
ſiervice, of which you ſhould not be aſhamed, and in 
* which you need not dread any conſequences. Do . — 
| not; therefore; ſhrink from it, or, as the man's pa- 
rents, put it off to another; but come forth, and 
duo yourſelves the diſciples: of Jeſus, whoever may 
1 exclude you from their ſociety, | He, whoſe inter 


little of Jeſus, yet, being faithful to his conviction,  —- 
he obtained further information. The Saviour ſought 
after him, that he might reveal himſelf ro him. Upon 
being aſked, therefore, << Doſt thou believe on the 
Son of God?” he confeſſed his ignoratice, but ſhew- 
ed, at the ſame time, that he was a ſerious enquirer 
after the truth, and eagerly deſirous of. inſtructi 


It 


Accordingly, no ſooner had Jeſus explicitly 'declared _ 
himſelf to be that exalted character, than he; cried out, 


with a' holy rapture, «Lord, I believe; and, to 
teſtify his unfeigned ſubmiſſion and dependence, he 
bowed down in devout adoration of him. Thus he 
received a double cure, and exhibited, by the change 
wrought both in his body and his ſoul, unqueſtion- 
able proofs of the power and grace of the Redeemer, 


. * 

How ſeaſonable was this manifeſtation to the excom- 
eien 4 A LEAK municated 
— 0 _ | ' 

| a ? 
mY e * X 8 das 
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gs „ eme ener. 
_— 3 The Lord — 
== and conſolation to thoſe, who ſeek 
im 1 ty ʒ and he will ſelect the moſt ſuitable. 


. dtms and method for that purpoſe.” Fear not, there- 
wre, you; hd are faithfully devoted to him, what- 


þ. muy come upon you in his ſervice. We need 
„wen the profane world turn away from you 
5 2 but even hen deareſt friends caſt 
N x the truthꝰs lake, he wit prevent you from 
under the trouble, and perhaps he may then 
Wn —_— peculiar. diſcoveries: of his ſalyation. 
er os al — triumphed, « When my fa- 
ther and my V morher forſake me, then the Lord win 

take me up . % 


Aually, Doſt thou believe on the Son of God f“ 
| what anſwer'couldwe- return? Are not many, whe: 
'_ afime the Chriſtian 

nit, as if they h 


= he himſelf will inſtruct us. 
la addrgfiing We man, to. whom be had given fight, 


Was, 
munieate the light of liſe to all, who feel and lament 


| 
x E : mat one grand deſigri/of his a 
ene al 


declaration; and, conſidering themſelves as c 


by an — "we reference, with ſpiritual plindneſs, ack | 


eee ee or otherwiſe tha 


* . 
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But ſhould the queſtion ds propoſed evils; Shdlvk J 


on, as far from the faith | 
never heard his name? If, | 
however + with a teachable diſpoſition we aſk, how we | 
urs to conceive of him, or Dit ed is due to him, 


he obſerved,” for his information and encouragement, | 
to com- 


 thar they are deſlitute of it. But he added, that be- 

udgmeht, as well as mercy, to expoſe: | 
their folly, "ho buſes of their-own underſtanding, | 
and to ſea them up in ignorance, who: were too wiſe | 
to be taught of him. Certain of the Phariſees, it 
mould ſeem, were preſent at the latter part of this 


rr 


offenſive to the pride of thoſe, who have zoquired a 
reputation for learning and diſcernment, to be treated 
as intellectually dark, and having the ſame. need of 
divine illumination, as the mott - illiterate... Jeſus, 
therefore, warned them, that they could not-plead in 
excuſe for themſelves. the want of information, and 
that a conceit of their own knowledge -chiefly kept 
them in unbelief, and greatly aggravated their guilt 
and condemnation. This, ſurely, may furniſh a for- 
cible exhortation to us, that we © lean not unto our. 
_ own underſtanding,” and that 8 
to be given over to a judicial blindneſs, but, being 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, to diſcover © the 
| as it is in Jeſus,” © e 
Our Lord continued his addreſs, with a particular 
view to thoſe falſe teachers, who rejected him 8. 
Speaking in parabolical language, he declared, by a 
ſolemn aſſeveration, that whoſoever enters into the 
fold any other way than by the apppointed door, is 
to be conſidered as an injurious and deſtructive in: 
truder. He deſcribed the real ſhepherd, as approach» 
ing by the regular acceſs, which alane can be allowed, 4 
and gaining immediate admiſſion. To ſuch an one 
the care of the ſheep is intruſted: he watches over 
them with a tender regard to their different caſes and 
neceſſities ;- and they acknowledge him as their guide, 


. = © 8d 


ſupporter, and defender. But they will not pay the 
"I ſame reſpect to him, who is. not thus connected with 
chem, and yields not a due attention to them. This 
» was indeed an awful reproof of the Phariſees, Ww 
1 pretended to inſtruct the people, and yet underſtood 
© WH not the only inſtituted method of ſalvationß and it 
4 was an intimation to them, that, whatever character 
„ | they aſſumed, the true members of the Church would - 
y nat ſubmit to them, but turn away from them with _— 
diſguſt, Vet they ſaw not the drift of the parable; : 
. John ., 1, Cc. 
8 ro! | l and 
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. = _ "$enmront nad ri. 
2 \paks.in plainer language to de 


8 2 Self am that 3 8070 which I referred; and 
it is ry, that every one, who would be a teacher 
| | © of others, ſhould be properly acquainted with my. me- 
© | _ _diatorial office, and cordially devoted t to my ſervice. 
'  _ - 'Phere have been thole, who have urged the ſame 
', _- erlaims before; and many have preſumed to mark out 
ff their diſeiples a different: courle from that which 
I T-preferibe; but they were deceivers and uſurpers, 
Whoſe object was their on gain, and not the good 
of the flock, The faithful peopla of God, however, 
Have always diſcovered the ruinous deluſion, and re- 
fuſed to be led by ther influence. I am the only way 
of admiſſſon into the Chureh; and he, who approaches 
t God in u real dependence upon me, ſhall be pro- 
8 tected from all aſſaults of enemies, and ſhall find | 
Aabundant ſupport and comfort for his foul; in the rich 
41 proviſions;of the Goſpel. The arrogant intruder into | 
the facred function of the miniſtry is a deſtroyer and | 
murderer of immortal fouls. But the purpoſe, on 
' which I am come, is to'beftow ſalvation in a larger | 
ee e known n 
| . ” , 
„ J, e by: e of. the 
£4 Shepherd,” and ain _ very mens ©) gon 25 
Ancient prophets under that title “; for my peop 
ſhall enjoy ſecurity. and happineſs, t ee affec- 
tionate care for them; and I will render them every | 
attention and ſervice, which the moſt vigilant and 
compaſſionate ſhepherd can yield to his flock. Cir- 
Tumftances' of peculiar danger may occur, which will 
1 of his regard fer dde Reer. In ſuch 


who has no y or concern 
——— not expoſe himſelf br their deferice, but 


leave them to be diſperſed and devoured by every 
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tachment to them, will ſtand by them in all extre- 
mities, and hazard his ſaſety, an nen. 


attack from them.“ 23 


„ This is the character, which 1 ſuſtain ſor he 93 
benefit of my redeemed ones: and as a mutual love 


ſubſiſts between me and them, fimilar to that which 


the Father and I bear to each other, ſo, in the, ſin- ie 


cerity and fervour of mn 3 
fe, to reſcue them f1 


dition. My flock, alſo, extends beyond the Jihith.of of 
| 2 nation: for there are thoſe amang the Gentiles, 


ever hopeleſs they may appear, who ſhall obey 
- call, and be incorporated into my Ch hurch, that 
all believers may conſtitute one ſociety under the care 


fare of my people, el ee zederple- 
— age It is, therefore, our ſettled plan, and 


— —_— 


him, that Lſhould die and riſe again. Of-any cn 
accord I lay demn that life, which I could: eaſily re- 


—— , 


R ry to my own will.“ 
How intereſting is the whole of this addreſs! Who 


| curing that admiſſion? . Have we, then, diligently en- 
make ule of it? It is more eſpecially.incumbent upon 


As they would dread the condemnation of the ancient 
. appellation of · thieves and 
robbers,” they ſhould ſeriouſly conſider, with what 
. motives {hey aſſumed the DT: chars der Have 
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And protection of the ſame exalted Head. The Fa- 
ther 1 is pleaſed with my attention to the wel 


a part of the commiſſion which I have received from 


- tain PFC Fa 
by the ſame: ſovereign power I can reſumde it; fince 
it is not rn. in the HY 


among us can be unconcerned about an admiſſion in- | 
to the fold of God, or the only poſſible mode of pro- 


quired for this appointed way; and do we conſent to 
the teachers of religion to examine theit principles. 


they been actuated by an unfeigned regard to any 7 


428 l "ane. 
Is he the ſole ground of their dependence? And is it 
the grand object of their miniſtry to diſplay his grace, 
and exalt his glory? Very miſchievous i are the 
-. * , effects, which 5 from ſuch perſons undertaking 
d. inſtruct others, as are themſelves ignorant of the 
. _ - " ſalvation of God. Many, many precious fouls are 
| deluded to their eternal ruin. Let us pray, hire. 
fore, that the Church, being alway. preſerved from 
1 _ falſe apbſtles; may be ordered and guided by faithful 


and true paſtors, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord“. 


he Shepherd” can never be unmindful of 
huis flock. Let us contemplate this deſcription-of him, 
| till we bel an increaſing ſtrength and livelineſs of 
faich and hope, of love and joy. How amazing is 


that compaſſion; which induced him to take notice of 
our wretched-caſe } How ſhould that depth of humi- | 
ation and ſuffering, to which he ſubmitted for our 


endear bim to us! How ſhould that ten- 
\derneſs of regard, with which he provides for all the 


various caſes of his people, encourage our truſt, and 


_ inſpire us with con ed: But are we indeed “ the 
ſheep of his paſture?” Have we heard his voice, re- 
calling us from our wanderings; and ate we now con- 
| tent to abide in his fold? In dependence on him, do 
= ve go in and out, and feed upon the rich paſtures of 
1 his grace? „“ All we, like ſheep have gone aſtray:” 
= bp he e rt eee aware 
our fouls 1, pray that others alſo, though far 


him. 
= 1 OuT ate produced Aifferont ſenti- 
ments in his hearers. Some turned away from him 
with diſguſt, and in a contemptuous manner derided 
him as a demoniac and a madman, unworthy of any 
hong attention. anden oy COR 
18 6 
17 ” Colle for St. Matthias dy. 4, 1 8 
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more favourably of him, both from the doctrines he 
advanced, and the miracles he wrought. Thus, alſo, 
the faithful preaching of the Goſpel generally creates 
a diviſion. It is no uncommon thing for men to 
ſpeak. evil of what they underſtand not, and to vent 
their enmity. againſt the zealous advocate for Chriſt, 

by ſcornful reproaches ſimilar to thoſe, which were caſt 
upon Him. And yet, ſuch is the force of the truth, 
that, even in the midſt of much oppoſition, ſome will 
be ſo impreſſed with it, as to exert their influence in 
its ſupport. Let us © take heed, how we hear,” and 
examine for ourſelves, without being biaſſed by the 
objections of others. 

| Jeſus was walking in the portico, which ſurround- 
ed the temple, probably ſoon after his preceding dif- 
courſe, when many of the Jews came about him, but 
with no friendly diſpoſition. They: deſired a ſtill 
plainer declaration from himſelf, whether or no he 
was the Meffiah; and it is likely that they wiſhed for 
it, as a ground of accuſation againſt him. Jeſus, 
therefore, reproved them for their unbelief, in diſre- 
garding his former very e claims, and referred 
them to bis works, for a full demonſtration of his di- 

vine character. He ſhewed their baſeneſs in conti- 

nuing to reject him, notwithſtanding ſuch"accumu- 
lated evidence; by which they clearly proved, that 

they belonged not to that favoured company, the ſheep 

of his flock, all of whom acknowledge bim as their 

Leader and Commander, receiving his doctrines, and 

obeying his directions. Theſe, however 3 r 


f 
r 
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by men, he affirmed to be the objects of his ar 
notice, and ſecure under the protection of his Al- 
mighty arm, frem the aſſaults of their moſt powerful 
enemies. He has redeemed them to himſelf, and en- 
paged to reſcue them from every danger, and con- 
uct them to the poſſeſſion of eternal life. He add- 
ed, therefore, that the Omnipotence of the Father is 
pledged for their defence, ſince he and the Father 
| | * | "4 & are - 


a de cue not in deſign 
perfection, Io eee eatncede wecms, ki pork 
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only, but in nature and 


As Jehovah, e eee eder 
are invinciblee 

- How clear and expreſs the declaration! Myſteri- 
- 063; we allow it to be; for we pretend not to com- 


4 prehend the di vine vſſence, or tb explain, in what 


manner this union can ſubſiſt. But we maintain the 
real and proper Deity of the Saviour, on the autho- 


of this inſallible word; nor dare we make any 
enee or inequality, where the ſeriptures have 
forbidden it. We confeſs our obligation to © honour 
the Son, even as we honour the Father, and derive 


dhe ſtrongeſt hope and conſolation from the important 


ine. 


This high- claim gave g reat offence; and fo es 


ever done: but the —— oppoſition of men ought 


not to: deter us from the cordial reception of the | 


truth of God. The Jews took up tones! to ſtone 


him, as they had done on a former occaſion , What 

| 2x tremendous fight was this! Sinners riſing up with 
murderous rage againſt the Saviour, and arming 
_ therhſelves for.the deſtruction of © the Holy One of 


God!” Why did he not cruſh them in a moment, 


and conſume them in their iniquity? Or why does he 
1% with ou 9 Only becauſe he is the 


Lord, merciſul, and gracious, ſlow to anger, and 


in mercy t. With aſtoniſhing compoſure 


and mildneſs, he Rood, to expoſtulate with them on 
their unreaſonable conduct in recompenſing all his 
— actions with ſuch barbarity. They pre - 


tended, indeed, a religious zeal; for they conſidered 
Now had they miſtaken his meaning, 


253 i not in the higheſt degree improbable, that he - 
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out contradicting it? Yet in his reply he did not ne- 
nounce, but confirmed and vindicated, his claim. 


He argued, that kings and rulers were in their 
ſcriptures called gods , as repreſentatives of ſe- 
hovah, which they themſelves allowed; but that He 
was infinitely ſuperior to them, and came, in à cha- 
racer peculiar to himſelf, immediately from the high 
i ter ronnt ae ogy, epdrmbp 
treated as A emer a ng his proper 5 
and dignity. In ſupport of 1 g ſolemnly appealed 
in to his works, which he called the works of bis 
ather, being ſuch as none but Jehovah could per- 
form, and maintained from them, what he had be- 


fore affirmed; that be and the Father are one. This, * | 


ſurely, was <lear and deciſive; nor can there need a 
comment to deduce the Godhead of Chriſt from theſe- 
repeated declarations. - The Jews underſtood him as 
advancing this very doctrine, though they determin-- 

ed, through their pride and ignorance, to reject it: 


and therefore they renewed: their attempts to deſtroy. . 


him. By a miracle, however, as on other ſimilar - 
occaſions , he eſcaped from theit violence; ſince he 
had 2 a few; months longer to continue his labours 
on * 1 145 . | 


earth. 41 


. 


A proper occaſion is here offered us, to warn thoſe. 
of their danger, who oppole the Divinity of the Son 


of God. Beware, leſt, ſinning as the Jews did, yo 
fall after the ſame example of unbelief. If their 
ſpirit and conduct were ſo odious, can your's be ac- 
ceptable to him? Your error, if perſevered in, will 
be deſtrutive. For you cannot poſſeſs right affec- 


* Pſal. Ixxxii. 6, | It is ſuppoſed by ſome, that magiſtrates ob? 
taived this high appellation, only as types of the Redeemer, and as _ 
an intimation, that He would really be very God in himſelf, whereas 
they were ſtyled ſo merely with a reference to Him. Accordingly - 
our Lord's argument has been expounded with a view to this fenſe; 
and the interpretation certainly deſerves ſerious conſideration. 

T Luke iy, 30, Jchn vill. 5g. + +46 


tions 


„ 0 
> 
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tions towards the Saviour, nor yield him that reve. 
rence and ſubmiſßon, which he demands, unleſs you 
acknowledge,” that he “ is over all, God bleſſed for 
erer. or the pi preſent, he bears with your petu- 
- - lance and folly, in mee his claims; but at length 
he will arife to vindicade h 5 right,” to the everlaſting 
confuſion of all his enemies. & 
We have” only 7e add, "that, when Jeſus with. 
% drew from this perſecution at Jeruſalem, he retired to 
a diſtant part, even'beyond Jordan, where John had 
| formerly exerciſed his 3 There many re- 3 
CAO _ — uld 


-ſeem, * yr ves 2 iſt, to receive 
kim: : N a 3 > once believed 


on him, while the great and the nay Yo at Jeruſalem 

rejected him with ſcorn. Thus the fin of ſome per- 
ſons may eventually become the ſalvation of others. 

« The ki of God, when — from thoſe, 


who it, wa given pew ahora thankfully fub- 
mit to it. Happy the people -Jardan, why 4 
were fayoured the preſence © _ aviour, be- — 

Cauſe they knew the time 2 their viſitation! Let us — 

fear for ourſelves and our country, left our perverſe. | 

ves ſhould provoke himto depart from us; and there- (i f. 

fore let us yield all ſerious —_— to the word of hs 

wt 


truth, which is ſpoken unto us. O Lord; withdraw 
not the Goſpel of thy grace, nor the influence of = 


| ' Spirit, from us! Fix thine abode amon us, and 
make us willing and obedient in the day of thy power, 
| May we beadded, as faithful roembers. to. 7 Epurch 
| on earth, and conducted to thy heavenly kingdom 
15 | he Fats wor out ent riſe hee v 0ne wid 
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Jeſus anſwered enquiries about divorces—ſheted a ten- 
der regard to little children—replied to a young rule. 
warned his diſciples be danger of riches - delivered 


c_—_ — - hn. LY — 
— 1 


the parable of the labourers in the vineyard - haſtened 
to Jeruſalem to ſuffer —cured two blind men near Je- 


$0 Vic ho. . 


Tux enemies of Chriſt, even while they ſeem to 
prevail, are ſubſeryient to his purpoſes; for, by their op- 
poſition to the truth, they areeventually the cauſe of its 
more extenſive promulgation. Thus, we have ſeen, 
when Jeſus was driven away from Jeruſalem, the peo- 
* beyond Jordan received the benefit of his miniſtry, 
o them he imparted his bleſſings with à liberal 
hand: for he was followed by great multitudes, 
whom he inſtructed in the myſteries of his kingdom, _ 
and healed of their various bodily diſeaſes ®. e. 
Hither, alſo, the malice of the Phariſees purſued 
him, They came, with an intention of drawing him 
into ſome difficulty, or of prejudicing the people 
again him. They pretended to conſult him on the 
ſubject of divorces, and aſked, whether it were allow. 
able for a man to diſmiſs his wife for every triffing 
reaſon. He knew their malevolent deſigns, and yet 


F 
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 condeſcended to anſwer their enquiries. He referred 
them to the original inſtitution of marriage, as deli. 
vered in their own ſcriptures, with which, he argued, 

| the ſeparations ſo prevalent them were totally 

_ Inconliſtent. To this it was obj that Moſes had 

countenanced theſe divorces by an expreſs law for the 
| . Jeſus replied, that a permiſſion of that 
- Kind had indeed been granted to their nation, © on 

account of the hardneſs of their hearts,” which might 
have produced worſe miſchiefs, but that ſuch a tole- 
ration was repugnant to the firſt appointment-of the 
ſacred uni. | 
Tube diſciples reſumed the ſubject in private, when 
he ſolemnly declared, that, if either of the parties ſo 
bound together put away the other, (excepting only 
for the cauſe of unfaithfulneſs) and entered into a 
Freſh connection, it was adultery in the fight of God. 
The repreſentation appeares ſo ſevere, that ny 


Fadged it adviſable to decline an engagement, whi 


be annulled. But this was a wrong con- 


' Uuſion: for our Lord obſerved, that, though various 
reaſons might lead men to celibacy, it ſhould not be 
impoſed upon any, and that thoſe, who preferred it 
Vith che view of devoting themſelves more entirely to 
God, ſhould poſſeſs peculiar grace, ſuited to the cir- 
cCumſtances of that ſtate, bf | 

This may ſeem an unintereſting topic to ſome 
readers; but the licentiouſneſs of the preſent age 
renders it in an eſpecial manner neceſſary. Mar- 
riage is honourable in all ; but few, we appre- 
bend, proceed to it under the influence of right mo- 
tives, in the fear of God, or with a real regard to 


their ſpiritual welfare. A ſudden and capricious at- 


t, the gratification of libidinous deſires, 
 warldly expectations or convenience, are the grounds 
on which moſt perſons connect themſelves together; 


„ Dent, axiv. . 1 + Heb. n. 4. 


and 


ing tothe: will of God, chit wo feok bis Grafion and 
bleſſing, and aim at his glory. e 5 
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maintain a conſtant vigilance over themſelves, 


and reproach, HUME eden While they ben 
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ple, the bond of union is more liable to be 
_—_ Diſappointments enſue, diſguſt ariſes, a free - 
dom of intercourſe becomes irkſome, a ſeparation is 


_ eagerly wiſhed for, and conſequences, moſt deſtruc- 
tive to religion and ſociety, take place. How fre- 


quent are ſuch inſtances among us, particularly in 
what is called faſhionable life! So numerous are the 
applications for divorces to one branch of our | 

lature, as to conſtitute no ſmall part of the delibera- 


tions of that auguſt body. The many examples of 


contention and impurity, which are this brought to 


light, ſtain the records of Parliament, diſgrace our 


eſſion of the Goſ pel, and expoſe our nation to the 
judgments of an incenſed God. 

ow much care and circumſpection, then, are ne- 
ceſlary.in the choice of a partner, with whom we are 


to ſpend our days! If we would attain real and abid- 


ing happineſs in ſuch a connection, it is indiſpenſably 
requiſite, that our inclinations be regulated 


bound together by the marriage-covenant, 


by OY part of their ſpirit and conduct, they ſhould 


te diſguſt in each other, and render their union 
ba Let them learn to “ bear one another's 


and, by the exerciſe of patience, forbear- 
ance, and love, promote their mutual comfort and 


advancement in the road to heaven. 


The dread of inconveniencies and trials ſhould not, 
however, deter men from that which is God's own 
inſtitution, and for which our very nature is formed. 
Few, we fear, continue fingle, on real principles of 
religion: 'few poſſeſs the grace, which is 


for that ſtate, ; The celi of many, it is evident, | 


leads to licentiouſneſs; therefore it is their ſim 
of 


* 


* 
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of their liberty, and rove at lar ge, for the indulgence 


of their paſſions,, they are haſtening their own perdi. 


tion, and with much aſſiduity laying ſnares for the 


unwary, 'whoſe bodies and fouls are ſacrificed for a 
vile and momentary gratification. W hat aggravated 
guilt is here | n 118 77 . 


* 


” During our Lord's eontinuance in the ſame neigh- 


bourhood, the inhabitants regarded him with ſuch ve- 


neration, that many. preſented to him their tender 


offspring, who were not capable of profiting by his 
inſtructions, requeſting his ſolemn benediQion and 


* 


devout interceſſions for them *. The diſciples would 
have prevented it, and put them from him, unwilling 
that their Maſter's time ſhould be occupied with in- 


fants, as he had other more important buſineſs to em- 


ploy him. Jeſus, howeyer, ſhewed much diſpleaſure 


at their officious interpoſition, and commanded that 


even the youngeſt children ſhould: be allowed a free 


acceſs to him, inaſmuch as the kingdom of God 
mould confift of ſuch members. He declared, alſo, 
as he had done before, that no perſon can belong 
to that holy community, who is not brought to a 
fimplicity of diſpoſition, reſembling that of a little 
child. ith" the greateſt complacency, therefore, 
and moſt amiable condeſcenſion, he took them up in 
his arms, and pronounced his bleſſing on them. 
This occurrence may ſeem trifling, but it is replete 
with inſtruction. It ſhould endear the Saviour te us, 
when we obſerve ſuch deciſive proofs-of meekneſs and 
compaſſion in his character. And, ſince Jeſus allows 
and invites thoſe of tendereſt age to come unto bim, 
affirming them to be capable of being received into 
his kingdom, ſhall we forbid their admiſſion into 
his Church, and exclude thoſe, whom he has not ex- 
cluded? The argument, drawn from this paſſage in 
Sour of infant-baptiſcn, though not direct, appears 


* Mat. xix. 13—15+ rk x. 13—16. Luke xviil. 15—17. 
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information from him on a ſubject of all others bse 
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concluſive. For why did he ſhew ſuch a regard to 
infants, but becauſe they were the proper objects of 
his care and love, and might partake of his grace? 
Parents, therefore, may 2 encouraged to preſent 
their offspring to Chriſt, and entreat his kind atten- 
tion to them. They may ſolemnly devote them to 
him in his Covenant by the initiating ordinance of 
baptiſm, even as circumciſion was practiſed for the 
very ſame purpoſe among the Jews. We believe, 
that they will be an acceptable offering to him, and 
rejoice, that the promiſe is unto us and to our. 
children 939 wa 244 4 
The repreſentation here given ſeems particularly 
ſuited to engage the notice of our youngelt readers, 
and to ſuch we would apply it. Inconſiderable as 
you may be thought in the world, you are not be- 
neath the Sayiour's regard. Let nothing, then, keep 
ou from his arme, which ſtand open to receive you. 
While you hear bim ſay, (Suffer them to come unto 
me, and forbid tbem not, be encouraged to have 
tecoutſe to him, whoever would prevent your ap- 
proach. Caſt yourſelves: before him, and implore his 


pleſſing. Surrender up your hearts; in willing fub- 
jection, that he may attach them to himſelf, and ac- 


compliſh in you the purpoſes of his mercy. Though 
your years: bave been few, you ſtand in need of re- 
demptipn through his blood, and the ſanctification of 
his Spirit; nor will his grace be denied you, while 
E wait in humble faith and fervent prayer before 

Wiens eien Of eee 0 
As he was departing from the place, in which the 
laſt occurrence happened, a certain perſon came tun- 
ning to him, evidently with much eagerneſs, and witn 
e veneration, acknowledging him as a divine 

eacher; for he kneeled down at his feet, and deſired 


1 


mg "WY moſt 


= ſtances. Jeſus, who knew 
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nt *. 4 Good Maſter,” ſaid :4 be e what 


moſt-im 


— hes ſhall I do, that I ma inherit eternal life?” 
We was a candidate for heaven, of a-moſt. 


indeed. He was y money: ve 
w 


N appearance 
not 2 to ſenſual pleaſures, for he attend 


great exactneſs to the duties of morality, and diſco- 


vered a ſerious concern about his future ſtate. He 


was a ruler, a magiſtrate of ſome conſequence, and 
poſſeſſed of conſiderable wealth. Vet, very unlike 
the generality of thoſe in high life, he applied to Jeſus, 
not with a diſpoſition to cavil; but, as it ſhould 
with a deſire of being intrufed in the way of falva- 
tion. or 

The caſe was hopeful: and, from ſuch a view of 
it, we might have been ready to conclude the man 


a real convert. eee 


not to be precipitate in our judgment, nor to 
with Aube confidence in any favourable circum- 


mind, dealt with him in ſuc 
true character. He enquired, 


as to ſhew his 


ed only to God. did not thereby diſclaim 
it, or in the leaſt imply, that he poſſeſſed not the at- 
tributes of Deity, but examined on what ground the 


| amiable youth had ſo addreſſed him, and whether he 
1 eonviction of his di 
| — Ne ge (+ was elated with a conceit 


» The 
his own 
bis ability to do every thing required: 


on 83 account, to detect his erroneous notions 
and evinee his deficiencies, Jeſus referred him to the 
law, aſſuring him, that he muſt keep the command- 


ments, in ber to attain eternal liſe. We cannot ſo 
interpret this declaration, as to ſet aſide the neceſſity 
of believing in the Son of God for falvation, or to 


aſcribe to man a capacity, in himſelf, of yielding a 


® Wat, $ins K Mak u. 7-31 · Lale zviii. 28—30. 
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y the bent of his 


a way | 
therefore, why he had 
eater the title of ( good,” ſince. it properly be- 


| thing further could be demanded of him. 
gro 


| © JESUS CHRIST. | 
complete obedience to God. But there is a peculiar | 
propriety in putting thoſe, who boaſt of their own 
righteouſneſs and ſt upon e the ex- 


tent of their duty. We exhort them to bring forth their - 


beſt performances, that they may compare them with 
the appointed rule, and to try what their moſt vigo- 
rous exertions can effect. Keep the command- 
ments; but let one as well as another be 
regarded, and that in the utmoſt extent, ſo as to re- 
gulate your inward affections, no leſs than your out- 


ward practice. Such an unſeigned and perfect com- 


pliance is required from you at all times and in alt 
circumſtances, without SG: 0, or interruption, 


even to your lateſt hour. Upon the leaſt failure, 


you are rendered incapable of being juſtified by the 


works of the law; and you, who are moſt decent 


and orderly in your conduct, can obtain forgiveneſs 
no otherwiſe than by faith in the Lord Jeſus Chri 
through the blood of his crals. _ | : 
This young perſon, not knowing himſelf and 
defects of his obedience, preſumptuouſſy boaſt 
that he had, from his earlieſt years, performed every 
duty enjoined in the ſecond table, to which particu- 
* Jeſus referred him: and, in the vain confidence 
of his own ſufficiency, he then aſked, whzther any 


Ah! how 

the darkneſs, how. fatal the deluſion, by which 
men are ſo exalted in themſelves, as to ſay, I am 
”. or What lack I yet?” Jeſus, however, 
looked with compaſſionate regard on the ruler, whoſe 
manners and diſpoſition, in might be 
peculiarly engaging. But, as he reſiſted conviction 
in one way; he proved him in another, 1 him 
to give a ſpecial teſtimony of his entire ſubmiſhon to 


him. © One thing, ſaid he, “ thou lackeſt: go, 
and ſell whatſoever thou haſt, and give to the poor. 


and thou ſhalt have treafure in heaven; and come, 


take up the croſs, and follow me.“ The ſtrict in- 
mad © e junction 
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h beni ruf cnankerens, = 
junction was more than the youth could bear, but 


not more than Jeſus had a right to ordain: nor would 
thoſe refuſe to comply with it, who are truly ſenſible 


Fe of their own demerit and the worth of the Saviour. 


The merchant, who finds * the one pearl of great 
price, will ſell all that he has, and buy'it *: for he 


will fay, „I count all things but loſs for the excel- 


lency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord +.” 


Not fo this man of fortune. He was diſappointed, 
growers confounded; and inſtantly he betrayed the 


ret inſincerity of his heart, which Jeſus meant to 


detect by the trial here propoſed. He gave up all 


further enquiries about the religion of the Goſpel; 
« he went away ſorrowful,” for this reaſon chiefly, 
that he was attached'to the world, under all his pro- 


mifing appearances; and he fooliſhly preferred the 
enjoyment of his large poſſeſſions to the grace and 


falvation of Jeſus. 


- Ah! who can refrain from tears, on account of 


the hopeful youth thus departing from Chrift, and 
at length, as we fear, periſhing in fin? Yet ſimilar 
caſes frequently occur. We would aſk all thoſe, who 
ſeem deſirous to learn the way to heaven, Do you 
boo opp" conſent to the terms, which Jeſus re- 
_ quires? He does not, indeed, fay to you, “ Sell 
whatſoever thou haſt;“ but he may probably call you 
to make- fome painful facrifices, as an evidence of 
your regard to him. You muſt, at leaft, be read 
to relinquiſh the deareſt objects in life, if he ſhall ſo 
appoint; nor are any of his diſciples exempted from 
the obligation of taking up the croſs, and following 
him through ſhame, contempt, and ſuffering. If you 
comply not with his demande, whatever they may be, 
you lack the one thing, an integrity of heart, an un- 
reſerved ſubmiſſion to him, for which no compenſa- 
tion can be allowed. Would you, then, depart from 
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be! Thoſe, who know. your danger, tremble and; 

warp dor you, though you feel no pity for your»; | 
: ves. b y 


. Jews, ing much affected, Srefied-the attention 
of all the, 


| people, and eſpecially, of his diſciples, to- 
this ,occufrence,./ while be taught them the pro- 
per improvement. He declare, ſuch are the ſnares 
of ticbes, ſuch the, obſtructions which they cauſes 
to; the. ſ. iritual life, that few perſons in affluence 
will be diſpoſed to receive the Goſpel, or to purſue 
that courſe, which alone will conduct them to bea-- 
ven. Much is to be given up, and many ſevere 
lruggles to be endured in all ſituations; but thoſe, 
whoſe. hearts are attached. tu their worldly poſſoſſions, 
labour under peculiar difficulties, and it muſt be a 
miracle of grace indeed, which will enable them to 
make the neceſſary ſacrifices, in the ſervice of God, 
and for the attainment of his kingdom. The diſci- 
s were almoſt confounded at this intimation, and 
cried out, with. inexprefſible aſtoniſhment, + Who, 
then, can be ſaved?** To which Jeſus replied, that, 
though the ſtrength of man be inſufficient, the power 
of (God. will be effectual, to accompliſh the artuous' 
work. To him, therefore, ſhould our fervent pray- 
ers be directed, that by his Almighty grace we may 
reſiſt and overcome the temptations, peculiar to our 
various circumſtances in life. . | - 
But how few are aware. of the danger of riches 
Inſtead. of ſhrinking at, do. not almoſt. all eagerly co- 
vet, an exalted rank? The affluent, in general; defirg 
no better portion than their temporal poſſeſſions, and. 
conſides not that theſe may be · the means of exelud- 
ing them from the happineſs of heaven. On the very 
tame principle, alſo, the poor repine at the appoint- 
ment of God, when the ought to be thankful, that 
he has placed them ima ſituation, the moſt fayourable- 
to religion. Surely. we ſhould be more anxious fom 
Ws Us ſpiritual 


4 


, jaloul in all his followers, he declared, 


thoſe, u 


a WA merely fe 
from the love 


many have forſaken Chriſt, 


. 
- upon the throne of his glory, th 


better to chem in real ſubſtantial happineſs, and ever- 
laſting life hereafter. Yet, in order to excite a holy 
that many, 
3 now ſeem the fo foremoſt in proſeſſion and 

„ ſhall in the end be found the fartheſt from 


6005 and that ſome of thoſe, who were thought the 
moſt unlikely to be admitted into heaven, ſhall ſhine 


agrecably to our high character, and the peculiar 
vantages we enjoy! Are we-not afraid, ſome of 


thelr- ſuppoſed inferiority, ſhould excel us 'in every 
good attainment ? Ne not our very opportu- 


en for improvement: increaſe our future N 
nation? 


89 


badge bases: He blem. „Je- 
vered a parable . He compared — 
of the Goſpel to the conduct of a certain houtholder, 
who hired labourers for a ſtipulated fum to gather in 


dis vintage. ee nnn. 


' of 


Yo 
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the brighteſt in it. O what © great ſearchings of 
. heart” ſhould this produce in us! Are we acting 


pon whom we look down with contempt, for 


of the ſervants in the morning, but with others at 
different hours, as at the third, the ſixth, the ninth, 

| and even at theeleventh hour. Vet at the final reckon- 
i there was no diſcrimination 'between them che 


bei 3 and receiying the ſame 
as the firſt, This gave great offence; for it was 
thought unjuſt, that thoſe, who had been employed: 
/ the whole day, ſhould obtain no ſuperior diſtind ion | 
above ſuch, as had wrought only a ſmall part of it. 
The maſter, however, vindi his own i 
on this ground, that he had done no injuty to any of 
them, and that, as he had an abſolute right to beſlow: ; 
his favours where he pleaſed, none ought to objet- _ | 
| 
| 


— 


i particular. kindneſs, with which ſome were 
We cannot be at a. loſs for the proper application. 
The Lord God by his word calls us te a laborious: 
ſervice; and, till we obey that call, we are idle, as- 
to the great buſineſs of life. He bas ſent. out his. 
of mercy. to different nations at. different: 


peri of the world. The Jews were firſt admitted. a 
into the Church ; and the Gentiles; though they re- 
ſembled-the-workmen, who were hired at the laſt | 
hour, obtained equal privileges. In like manner, | 
alſo, perſons are brought under the influence of di- | 
vine: grace at various ages;. ſome being ſandtified! 
from their very infancy, while others, after a long 
courſe, of profligacy, are recovered and ſaved alm 
in a dying ſtate, Many objections are raiſed againſt: 
fiich a diſpenſation; and the arrogance of men pre- 
ſumes to call the God of heaven to account for it, : 
ews could not bear that the Heathens ſhould be fel 
w-heirs with. them. The Phariſees, likewiſe,, 
relled with the Saviour, becauſe Publicans and- 
— met with a favourable acceptance from him :: 
and to this day there are thoſe, who think. it diſho-- 
nourable ta. his character to take any.ſuch. into his; 
£ M4 US. - family,, - 
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/ . Hamily, s- have grown old in the ſervice of ini- 
it i. e ob ; Aer 


en U, G0 888 then, to be vindicated? We 

here perceive, indeed, the ſovereignty and freeneſs of 
is grace, which ought to excite our admiration, 
love, and praife. Surely, he has a right to call what 
perſons, and by whatfoever methods, he Thall pleaſe, 
we be the diſtinguiſhed objects of this mercy, we 
” Mould ſeel the ſtrongeſt emotions of gratitude; nor 
mall we have any cauic to complain, though others, 
m à condition ſeemingly more deſperate, be faved 
upon the ſame terms with ourfelves, or even be pre- 
ferred before us. Shall we dictate to him, how to 
© _ _ Wiſpenſe thoſe favours, which none can claim? And. 
would it not argue an odious malevolence in us, to 
murmur at his extenſive kindneſs toward thoſe, who 

have been moſt abandoned? If that be our temper, it 
s probable, that ſome, whom we may deſpiſe for their 

Ignorance and profaneneſs, may enter into heaven; 

and we ourſelves, with our preſumptuous expecta- 

tions, be for ever caſt out. Let us not depend upon 

an external profeſſion: for among the thouſands, to 

. whom the Goſpel invitation is publiſhed, but few: 
- ___ comparatively are choſen to final ſalvation. . 

At length our Lord departed from that country, 

to which he had fled, and ſet out on his laſt journey 

to Jeruſalem . He knew, that the appointed time 

of his ſufferings approached; and yet, with a full 

view. of all that was coming upon him, he'haftened: 

to finiſh his work. So great was bis ardour in ad- 

_ vancing towards the murderous city, where he was 

to lay down his life, that his diſciples, being aware of 

were filled with amazement” and terrified 

at the proſpect before them, as they followed him in 

the way. To prepare them for the awful ſcene, he 

remind d them of the calamities, which awaited him, 


4 2 Mat. xx. 17—28. Mark a. 32-46, Luke zili. 31-34 


piss enter: as 
rund predicted in a clear und eircumſtantiat rhinnry 
that 1 be betrayed; (50 demned, delivered. 
the Roman power, mockedj ſeourged, ſpit uponz 
taken off by the ignomihious and excruciating 
of the ctoſs : yet he added; that he ſhould be fink) 
victorious by riſing again on the thirt/ day," Phi 
was a remarkable propheey, expreſs, and frequently 
repeated; but even the twelve could not compretiend 
it, as it was ſo contrary to their ſyſtems and expga4s 
tions, Let us contemplate the love of the Redeem 
till our hearts burn within us. How great Was 
eagerneſs to accompliſh our ſalvation, ſinee his ala- 
erity and * increaſed, as he ſaw his agonies ap- 
proaching! Let us not ſhrinł from his ſervice, though 
we may meet with ſevere and complicated trials, but 
go forth with cheerfulneſs and zeal to the work af 
Roned us, content to “ ſuffer with him, that we may | 
ao 


be alſo glorifted together v. 5 | 
But what do we hear, after this ſolemn declaration 
A moſt unſeaſonable petition was preſented to Jeſus 
from the Apoſtles, James and John, through their 

mother, that they might poſſeſs the ehief poſts in his 
kingdom: for, probably, they ſtill retained the e. 


tion of his erecting a temporal dominioh, an 


they wiſhed to ſecure the higheſt preferment in it!. 
Conſidering the perſons, from whom the requeſt 
eame, and the occaſion, on which it was offered, we 
eannot but be aſtoniſhed, But the ignorance, pride, 
and perverſeneſs, which remain in the beſt chatac- 

ters, will ſufficiently account for the inconſiſteney. 

Jeſus very ſharply reproved them for their unſuĩt- 

able and ill timed application, and warned them; that 
they ſhould foon be ealled to partake with him of ex- 
treme ſufferings, which with a "vain ſelf-confidence 
they profeſſed their readineſs to do; but he declared, 
that the chief honours of his kingdom were already 
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duous ſervices, 


-- This ess stable ee which 8 
Xx inculcating thoſe diſpoſitions and principles, which 
diſeriminate and adorn his He ſhewed, 

- that, inſtead of that thirſt for power and worldly diſ- 
tinctions, which prevailed. among the. Heathens, they 
— — 
W to give up their own. caſe an 
anda =D * eee moſt ar- 


& to the Saviour, we ſee what tempers 
e-us.. And are we willing to f o our OWN: 
accommodations, that we may render. ou ves uſeful 


di the, world? Is the pride of. our hearts ſubdued? 


we indulge no ambitious deſires or expectations? 
ad done h ſtrife or vain. glory 


And de we d mind not bigh things, but condeſcend. | 
to men of low eſtate ** uiries es will ſnew, 1 
that few. reſeable che meek and | 


3 
and, that there is very little of genuine, li 


| Chriſti among us. | 
eſus paſſed throu Jericho towards Jeruſalem, 
that city, attended as uſual by. 


nd as he went out of 


| Il. Mu. 34 Rom. all. 16. 
- " 7 * 
_ bercqub | ; a large: 
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an tr ne TO, 

d e ehe Too diſtreſſod 

. — of Bight, fat by the road, 
im 


relief; and learning that Jeſus of Nazareth 
at hand, { ee ard and mi 
operations deen previouſly informed) 
2 their. faith in him 2 81 


7 aan 
interpoſition in their favour. They 
the 3 and « r | 
; but urgency of their own 


the Saviour's notice, re- 
greater importunity, 


— — erp when topy 11 
| 28 by his touch, he reſtored their fight, and 
2 apptobation of their upon 

m. paar 27 his love won their hearts 
and conſtrained them to follow him, while with gra- 


X Are hot we, alla, under the Rirangeſt obligations 

to adore, and praiſe; and. ſerve this merciful Redeem-. 
er? We cannot too frequently remark, that we all. 
Rand in need of his help, if not for the cure of an 
afflicted body, yet for the removal of our ſpiritual 
maladies. And here we have an emblem of one great 
blefling, which he beſtows, and of his kind attention. 
to every. diſtreſſed ſupplicant.. He renews our dif- 
ordered faculties, and refits them for their proper.uſs: 
He © openeth the eyes of the blind.“ 


2 Mat. X. 29, Kc. Mark z. 46, Ke. Laks mik. 36, G8. 
Mark and St. Luke mention but one of theſe caſes, and St. Mark 
introduces. the very name of this beggar Bartimeus, the ſon of Ti- 
meus, probably. becauſe he er © rue cory and the chief 
. 
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Po, chefefore / whoithear;that Jefus;pafſcth 
Implore the effectual "inrerpoſition-of das power 
compaſſion in our behalf. O cry to him, and fever 

| ceaſe your importunate requeſts, till. he vouchſafe 2 

| ious: anſwer. 1- There are thaſa, perhaps, who 

will rebulce you, andicharg 5 tocdefif. But, in- 
ſtead of being thereby deterred, be excited to pray, 
the more!! fervently; 2 Thou Ton of David, have 
inercy/onus.”” He will liſten to your i and per- 
mit you 10 ſpread your wants before him Is it not 
your deſire, that he would communicate ſpiritual light 
to yout minds? He will readily grant it, if only 
can depend upon him. Then, having obtained 
the object of your petition, endeav our to ſhe your 
a to your heavenly Benefactor. Follow him 

wherein he leads, praiſe him for his mer- 

cy4. and ute hi ok, nem to others, that they alſo 

: hany be -Jedovdd to to hib name. He is 

worthy to receive 9 and love, and worſhip, 

and agr. I al ogg rarnerd en 
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Jeſus vifited Zaccheus the publican, who became a true 
convert; and, as he es pp to Jeruſalem, he de» 
- livered the parable of the ten 7 avg.” 
_ © Tar city of Jericho had been formerly rendered 
famous by the remarkable triumph, which Joſhua 
there obtained. In this ſame ſpot, the Lord Jeſus 
triumphed by his grace, and erected a trophy in proof 
of his victory over Satan. He had already manifeſted 
his high character, in the confines of the. town; by 
giving ſight to the blind: but a more illuſtrious in- 
ance of his power and mercy is now to be exhibit- 
ed, in the converſion of a "notorious: ſinner. Let us 
« praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his won- 
derful works to the children of men.“ How many | 
_ witneſſes declare, that He is “ mighty to ſave! 
Every'freſh example encourages our application 
him and dependence upon hiro. May his Spirit — 9 
effectually in us, that, while we contemplate his free 
and extenſive kindneſs to others, we alſo may partake 
of his great ſal vation! 
As Jeſus paſſed through Jericho, he was attended 
by an'immenſe concourſe of- people. Perhaps, alſo; 
the miracle, which he wrought there, might add to 
his train. One of this numerous company is ſelected 
for our peculiar notice; and his caſe is conſidered by 
the facred hiſtorian ſo intereſting, that it is intro- 
<4 8 duced 


* 


459 - ' SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


duced with a mark of admiration . “ Behold, there 
was a man named Zaccheus, which was the chief 


the Publicans, and he was rich.“ By his rank 
in life, as principal of the Roman tax- 


therers, bav- 


| ing many collectors under him, he 
ls —— uence, and he had raiſed an ample fortune. A 
ſituation this, moſt unfavourable to religion! Power 
and wealth are great hindrances in the way of ſalva- 
tion; ſo that thoſe, who ate moſt exalted in the world, 
ſeem the fartheſt removed from the very means of 
- converſion. They are, as it were, fenced round with 
| r which prevent an acceſs to their 
When ſuch 
6 E obedient to the fat" the hand of the Lord is il- 
luſtriouſly diſplayed in the change. His grace is ef- 
ſectual to ſurmount all difficulties; and when He is 
pleaſed to work, none ſhall let it T: © even the rich 
among the people-ſhall entreat his favour . 
| But Zacchens had, alſo,” been a man of baſe cha- 
rafter and iniquitous conduct; covetous, unjuſt, and 
oppreſſive. And ſome ma be ready 8 
an one obtain - mercy? Or is it probable, that Jeſus 
ſhould ever loak with a — regard upon him? 
Yes: the very man before us is. ſingled out as a mo- 
nument of his mercy, in order to ſhew, that he can 
parddny. u, ſanctify, and fave the chief of ſinners. 
Daccheus, 13 ſou e 


ae 
by mere curio 4 av p93 pang} mrrev ge ef 
ris rag rg Jane reas rpg of 


1 But not being able to 
: ify his wiſhes, on account of the crowd and his 
Sw inutive ſige, he mounted up into a tree by 
the fide of the road, that he might have a diſti 

view; Jeſus obſerved him, and addreſſed him by 


| rainey deſiring him to come down, and receive him 


. — t 1 an. u, t Pha ah, 16. 
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fled no ſmall 


therefore, become 
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2s 2 gueſt into bis houſe. Thus the Saviour was the 
firſt to propoſe the viſit; and, by this unſolieited fa- 
vour, he “ prevented him with the bleſſings of good- 
GG | 2 £3 wt g 
We rejoice, when the careleſs and profane are 
brought by any motive to attend, where Jeſus vouch- 
ſafes his preſence. Very frequently they obtain thoſe 
"benefits, which they never coveted or ſought, Va- 
rious inducements may lead them to the place, here 
the divine ordinances are adminiſtered, and the truth 
of the Goſpel is faithfully declared; ſuch as the ge- 
neral cuſtom, habits of education, the ſolicitations 
of others, ſome ſtrange reports about the preacher or 
the doctrine, and an inquiſitive defire to know; what 
can attract ſo large a concourſe of people. Now, 
however weak or, wrong theſe reaſons may be, we 
would ſtill encourage them to come and ſhew them 
ſelves, where Jeſus paſſeth by. Perhaps, he may un- 
expectedly look upon them, and reveal himſelf to 
them, as he did to Zaccheus. Thus, in many caſes, 
repentance, faith, and love have been y pro- 
duced under thoſe means, which were firſt reſorted 
to through an idle curiolity. © They, who meant to 
be mere ſpectators, or captious critics, have found 
themſelves —2 intereſted: their hearts have been 
inſtantly impreſſed and changed; ſo that they have 
departed with ſentiments and diſpoſitions, very diſfer- 
ent from thoſe, which brought them. Jeſus beholds 
them with compaſſion, and, even before _—_— 
a prayer to him, be ſpeaks effectually to their c 
ſciences; and attaches them inſeparably to himſelf. In 
the converſion of every ſinner, the unmerited grate 
of God is gloriouſly diſplayed; but in theſe inſtances 
more eſpecrally; it appears at once, that & boaſting is 
excluded; and that their love to the Saviour is 
perly the fruit of his love to — Take 5 
not choſen him, but he hath choſen them . 
ee xr, 16. e 
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D. Tbe call of Chriſt to Ziccheus was tio- ſooner 
| en, than it was cheerfully obeyed: and-iit. is of 
'/- _  - amportance to remark the aſtoniſhi alteration, which 
the man immediately diſcovered. The effect, how. 
WE ever, mlt be aſcribed, not to the word alone, but to 20 
tte. divine Spirit, which rendered that word ſo power- 
ful. With, eager haſte the rich Publican came down 
from the tree, vhere he had taken his ſtand, and re- 
dei ved this illuſtrious gueſt with impreſſious of livel 
4 Joy He could not but be ſurpriſed to hear a perf 
þ ſtra ager to him, as he might conceive, addrgfling 
LN ben y name, and propoſing to abide at his — 
_  - but it is evident, that he inſtantly felt a conviction of 
the high. dignity of the Perſonage before him, and 
conſidered the offer as an act of gracious condeſcen» | 
Hon, His heart, therefore, doing firſt opened, he * 
p — — to admit the divine viſitant within his doors, | 
_ ang; ght himſelf honoured by bis preſencte. 
Is this the reception, which the Saviour meets with i 
among ras, How. few yield a ready obedience 
to 17 word! ©. He hath called, but we refuſed. He 
ſtretched. out his hand, and no man regarded s. 1 
e with you who profeſs an attention to. 
Ga any thing like that affectionate. attach- 
ment to him, Which Zaccheus ſhewed? Would you 
Fond that he ſhould abide with you; and would 
| vice to furniſh an entertainment for him? He 
2 indeed, removed from the earth; but you have 
many: of. his, repreſentatives around you, and you are 
| reqired to. — ome: ore. for:himy by your kind- 
to, the ſearch out his poor I - 
1 * . may ——— to their neceſſities? 
| embrace every E relieving them? 
18 vou thankfi the exalted 2 | 
| ow fruit of divine grace we, obſerve. in Zaccheus, | 
en, eee e een 
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wiſhed to teſtify the ſincerity of his repentance. He 
whoſe grand object had been to amaſs worldly trea- 


ſures, was no ſooner acquainted with the —_— | 
He 


than he expreſſed a willingneſs to give up a large tha 
of his wealth, for the ſupport of the indigent.” | 


declared his determination to conſecrate his ſubſtance 
to the Lord, by devoting even the half of it to cha- 
titable purpoſes. The ſame extenſive diſtributiqny 
according to that exact diviſion of our roperty, is not 


binding upon us. But we are ſtrangers to the love 
of Jeſus, if we thut up our bowels of eompaſſion from 
the afflicted, nay, if we do not © open our hand wide 


unto them, as God hath profpered us. Ah how 
many warm advocates for the Goſpel betray their in- 
ſincerity, as'* having an heart exerciſed with covet- 


ous practices *“ | 2 0 I P41 Wy _—_ 
But you are required to be juſt, as well as liberal; 


for God ſays, © I hate robbery for burnt-offering . 
If there be any diſhoneſt gain in your poſſeſſion; if 


have enriched yourſelves by fraud or extortion; 


it is ſurely known unto God, and an explicit conſeſ- 
| fion of it ſhould be made. Thus the Publican ac- 


knowledged his baſeneſs in oppreſſing the people by a 


violent and injurious execution of his office. But 


you muſt do more, than merely declare your forrow 
for the paſt. Nor is it engugh for him that ſtole, 
to ſteal no more; you muſt not retain in your hands, 
what you have wrongfully taken from another. Sup- 
poſe not, that your guilt will be expiated by your giv- 
ing a pittance of it to the poor: for fuch charity is 
continued theft. It is not your's to beſtow: it is an- 
other's property, and if you can find the owner, you 
muſt reſtore it. 1 2642 9 Em 54 
- This ſtrong and neceſiary evidence of fincere con- 


trition appeared in Zaccheus. I am ready,” faid - © 


* 2 Pet, ii. 14 I Ia. hei. . 


1 4 he, 


4 f 


wickedneſs before Jeſs and all. the company, be 


1 ' 
- 


de lad el Abraham, and by the renovation of the 


. which you have practiſed ? And 
ere you not concerned to make all 


| heart, the forgiveneſs of bis fins, and the aſſurance of 
ditine favour. How extenſive, and how powerful is 
the grace of God! Has it produced ſuch effects as 
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be, « not only to relinquiſh the full amount of what 


 Thave gained from any perſon by falſe charges, but 
| P In many caſes 


it may be difficult to ſettle, particular compen- 
122 —— 


Med with any (cruples.upon the ſubjeRt. Hut let every 


| gender nike a faithful appedlto-his- conſcience, and 


attend to its report. rr 
been conducted, rules of truth and 
equity? Have you no painful remembrance of any 


reparation 
for whatever injuries you have done? If you refuſe 
and lo of eur Clair por ypc 
abſurd, talk not lah ty hypocriſ 
is moſt r way; Rell be revenciled 
to your b other, by ring reſtitution and ſatisfac- 
. aero 


— who e Knew what was in man;” bore | 
le teſtimony in favour of Zaccheus, 
2 that he had that day obtained ſalvation, and 
proved himſelf a real child of Abraham; which could 
not be on account of his deſcent merely, but through 


Holy Ghoſt. Probably, be aroſe in the morning ig- 
norant, careleſs, and profane; but before the nig 
how great a change took place] He received a new 


* _ 


7 " ; | 
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theſe in us ? It is of little conſequence, whether the 
transformation be ſudden; but is it certain? Has the 
Saviour viſited us with the bleſſings of redemption? 
Fo as many as receive him, he gives power to be- 
came the ſons of od, even to them that believe on 


| E n 
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his 
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his name 8. And if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye 
Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according to the pro- 
miſe 1.“ a g | FA.2L | 55 
Wo ſhall object to this? The very merey of God, 
which ſhould draw forth praiſes from every tongue, 
frequently excites diſguſt. Some appear unwilling, 
that atrocious offenders ſhould be ſaved: at all, or at 
leaſt that pardon and eternal life ſhould be offered to 
them on the ſame terms, as to themſelves. Thus 
there were thoſe, who cavilled at the conduct of Je= 
ſus, for the kind notice which he took, of Zaccheus, 
whoſe character was generally accounted infamous. 
But he vindicated himſelf on this ground, that the 
very end, for which he came into the world, was 
c to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt; and there- 
fore he was acting agreeabl e vm deſign, in 
uſing means to reſcue thoſe from deſtruction, who 
ſeemed of all others the moſt deſperate. Very juſtly 
we may rejoice in this repreſentation. ' We have no 
right to deſpiſe any perſons, as if we might claim a 
preference; for the whole human race, having de- 
parted from God, are equally involved in ruin, and 
unable to extricate themſelves. But Jeſus appears for 
our help, and accompliſhes deliverance for us: nor is 
any ſinner ſunk ſo low, as to be beyond the reach of 
his mercy. He propoſes ſalvation to us, and ear- | 
neſtly ſolicits our acceptance. Various methods he 
adopts for the recovery of our ſouls: let us not reſiſt 
him, but yield ourſelves in cheerful ſubjection to him, 
that his grace may reign in us unto eternal life. - 
7 jo After the converſion of Zaccheus, Jeſus purſued 
is journey towards Jeruſalem. Upon his nearer ap- 
proach to the city, his followers expected that he 
would immediately aſſume the pomp and power of en 
earthly monarch, and eſtabliſh an univerſal govern- 


7 


ment t. To correct theſe miſtaken notions, he de- 


* John i, 12. + Galli 29, © $ Luke iz. 1123+ 
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livered a parable, in which he repreſented the nature 
of his dominion, and. the oppoſition made to it, and 
admoniſhed them, that the proper buſineſs. of his 
people is, not to be ſolicitous for ſecular honours, but 
to employ themſelves diligently in their appointed 
work, till he ſhall come again, when he will receive 
das faithful ſervants to himſelf, and deſtroy his ene- 
110 Ä“ ĩ os ITO L, 

- A. nobleman, or prince, departed to a diſtant coun- 
to be inveſted with full powers for the poſſeſſion 
a kingdom, to which he was heir; and then he 
propoſed to return in all the glory of majeſty. But, 
in the mean time, many of thoſe, who from their pe- 
culiar. relation to him were more eſpecially bound to 
ſubmit to his authority, with great malignity declared 
their firm determination to reſiſt and reject him in 
his regal character. This is exactly the caſe with the 
Lord — Chriſt. He is One of illuſtrious origin, 

of high deſcent, as “ the only-begotten of the Fa 
ther, and Heir of all things, concerning whom 
Jehovah himſelf hath ſworn, That unto Him every 
knee ſhall bow, every tongue confeſs *. But his 
- . univerſal ſovereignty. was not to be eſtabliſhed during 
his abode on earth, which was intended to be a ſtate 
of profound humiliation. © He came, not to be mi- 
niſttred unto, but to miniſter.” In order to enter 
upon his government, it was neceſſary for him to quit 
this world and aſcend to his Father: and then the 
ſceptre was delivered into his hands. At the appointed 
ſeaſon he will return with all the enſigns of royalty, 
and with irreſiſtible power. He will come in his 
glory; and that ſhall be the day of his triumph. | 
For the preſent his dominion is not generally ac- 
knowledged. The Jews eſpecially, who were his 
own peqaple, more than others, and ought- to have 
ſubmitted to him with joy, have ſhewn a moſt ma- 


1. Lv. 23, Phil. ji 20, 111. 
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ngnant oppoſition to him, and ſolemnly renounced 


bim as their ruler, But, without further notice f 
them, the queſtion for ourſelves is, Do we reverence 

_ the Saviour, as we ought, in his regal office? The 
kingdom is His: do we: rejoice in it? Do we cordi-. 

ally conſent, that this man ſhall reign over ug?” 
Are we looking for his future advent? What recep- 


? 


tion may we expect from him, when be 


Or, what ſhould be ow: nt, till he return 
| The prince, here deſcribed, left his ten ſervants 
behind him with the care of a certain portion of mo- 


ney. Ten pounds were committed to their manage 
ment, of which they were charged to make a dili 


ule, duririg his abſence. Under theſe very circum-- 


ſtances the diſciples of Jeſus are placed. 


pro- 
feſs ſubjection to kim, and they ſhould act at his com- 


mand, Their: very name, as they are “ ſervants,” 


implies their obligations to work, agreeably to his 


directions. They are intruſted with various advan- 
tages, one in one way, and another in another; and 
theſe they are required to improve, as men in trade, 


fo that they may turn them to the moſt profitable ac- 
count. It is intended, indeed, that they ſhall be 
ſharers with their Maſter in the future glory of his 
kingdom; but for the preſent they are appointed, not 
to any high honours or diſtinctions in the world, as 


ſome perſons then vainly dreamed, but to a poſt of 


labour ang difficulty; and their moſt yigorous efforts ; 


are neceſſary, in the bulineſs aſſigned , | 
The prince returned in full poſſeſſion of the fo. 
vereignty, which he had expected, and ſtrictly exa- 
mi 


his ſervants, what benefit had accrued from 
their uſe of the money committed to them, Two of 
the number, by their fidelity and diligence in com- 


merce, had made very conſiderable improvement of 


their ſtock, though one of them was far inferior to 


the other. Both came and acknowledged their obli- 


gations to their lord, as if they had ſaid, We are 
X — indebted. 


Vor. III. | 
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Indebted to thee for the advantages beſtowed upon 


uus; and the increaſe, we have 
. © -cribed to thy ewf, which enabled us to maintain 


ained, muſt be wi] 


dur occupation, rather than to our own wiſdom and 
management.“ The conduct of both was 2 
f 


' . ©- apprat 


- profitable 2 have been promoted by our vari-. 


Lb ce proved and publicly commended ; and they were t 
b appointed to a ſtate of exaltation and 
7 portioned to their reſpectihe exertions 
in the ſervice of their ma 


The __ reckoning, is at hand, and; it will ſoon 


N 


t good we e done in our place, what 


dos opportunities. The ede of Jeſue, under the 
influence of his grace, are all active; and, by a faith- 


ful attention to their Lord's concerns, they render 
themſelves a bleſſing in their generation; but in dif- 
ſerent ways, and in different 
mall a 
5 - 


nent of them ſhall not then 


own. 
will 


and for the advancement of His own 


works or their pr 


grees. When he | 
r, they ſhall have confidence, and not be 
before him at bis coming. The moſt emi- 
preſume to boaſt of their 
roſs. in holineſs ; but they 


ö cacy of his . 10. thee 


Weak and unworthy efforts. They A. ſay 


ſore, „All chi 


ry by their 


: Fer 


ome of thee, and of thine- own 


have we Ag 86. . But their labour ſhall re- 


—Ceive a di 9 recompente: Jeſus. will profeſs 


- himſelf well. pleaſed in them, and admit them to a par- 


. _ gicipation of Nos own honour and felicity, According 
tc the varieus meaſures. of their zeal and fidelity in 


his cauſe. O "> animated, you that ſerve him, while 


you d have. reſpect unto the recompenſe of the re- 


: lange exertions very unſuitable- to lege, high Expec» | 


ward! Be rouſed from your ſloth: for are not your 


tations?; Are vou trading with 


Ne What is the increaſe, which you 


* 3 Obron, x xxix. 1775 
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MN ined? O; be not wearied: nor Faint. i in 

f. 1 | pps but cc hope to the end, for the grace N01 
0 to be brought anto you at the, revelation of Jeſus 
d Chriſt &“ — 1 

7 r very different character is here alſo exhibited. 
ne of the ten had made no uſe at all of the advan- 
pl tages intruſted to him; for he had not traded with 


: bis pound. But, though he, had neglected to as, fowg | 


it, he had not ſquandered it awa in diflipation, 

* ing“ laid it up | = a napkin.” uy 

at ec in his own excuſe, Wich gteat inſolence, that 
bis Led was. a ſevere and rigid maſter, who exacted 

” ſuch ſervices, as he had no right to, and for which he 


This is the very ca 


1 


a 


and fee not their obligations to be active and 


uiet, indolent life; and the beſt, that can be ſaid of 
m, is, that they are mere ciphers. IF we enquire 


they are "always ready to complain of infurmountable 


quiring more than is reaſonable, 200 morẽ t 
can poſſibly perform? * But, without. examining wy 


ww Y ww an = ww = ww iy. OO 


| very excuſes will turn to their own confuſion, 
The: maſter convicted this indolent man of the 


e 


uſe of his money. He declared, therefore, Out of 
thine own mouth will 1 judge thee, thou wicked ſer- 
vant,” Thus it will appear at the laſt, that ſinners 


tint _ oped urge in their own defence will I. 
ny Heb. ail 3. 1 Pet. J. 73. 1 WK 


of them, why they decline the work of the Lord, 


— 


are not influenced by their own fooliſh pretences, that 
their negligence is unpardonable in every view, and 


= | would hot grant ſuffic oo ſtrength and ability, 
; 2 1 who are admired 

in the world. They are ſatisfied with doing no 1 53 
uſef 


in their Chriſtian calling. They live, therefore, 2 


difficulties, and expreſs hard thoughts of God, 45 5 


— or juſtice of theſe pleas, we obſerve, that their 9 


- TE 4 


* 

2 
_ 
* , 


e is repreſented, = 1 2 


. moſt palpable inconſiſtency, and arguzd, that, even 925 
on his own principles, he ought to have made ſome | 


7 5 = : 
* 2 '. . ſuſficient | 
7 Tg | 


— 


75 eee ee of his enemies re- 


- ſufficient ground for their condemnation, as exincing 


„ "as we have 
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their rooted enmity againſt God. 


The pound . from him, wbo was too 

| Nothful/to improve it, and given as an additional re- 
compeuſe to the perſon; who had been moſt afliduous, 
And this, we are affured, is agreeable to the general 
- diſpenfations of God, finge he will put the moſt ho- 


nourable diſtinction on tbem, who diſcover the great - 


ee fidelity and diligence ; but thoſe, who through diſ- 
_ -_ affection to him refuſe to exert. themſelves for. him, 
de will deprive of all their advantages, and never af- 


ford them another trial. OR: adore the Jultice, 


| andre rremble for ourſelves! 


prince, who heir to the kingdom, way 
dog 722 his own citizens, who 
were under obligations to receive and wel- 


Me _ bim. But when he had aſſumed his full power, 


proceeded to, puniſh their inſolence; and, while 
he vindicated: 11 K own authority, he deſtroyed. with 


- - terrible vengeance thoſe enemies . his government. 
Thus Jeſus predicted, that, though his own nation 
Would openly avow a determined oppoſition to him, 


he ſhould come again to aſſert his 1 dominion, 
and give them up to the moſt awful calamities, and 


to everlaſting perdition for their rebellion _ _ 


This has been in part fulfilled alread 


in their national capacity, renounced a8 Furs, with 


the utmoſt e „ and. reſiſted every effort a 
eſtabliſh his kingdom amongſt them. But they ha 


_ felt the weight 5 his arm. 115 avenge the lalults 
put upon him, their holy city was ranſacked, their 


temple demoliſhed, their land deſolated, their eccleſi- 


aſtical and civil polity entirely ſubverted, and a tre- 


mendeus flaughter, un in hiſtory, was made 
of that rebellious 
This alone is enou 4% Brike us with horror; but 


it is not all. Another, and a far more terrible difplay 


* F 


„„ „ a no aarnggn 
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| . And in that, not he 5 
unbelieving Jews alone, but all in every age and n- f 
tion, who reject the Saviour, will be deeply concern- - +. ® 
ed. Whoever ſhall be found oppoſers of his grace, ' * 

_ unwilling to bow to his ſceptre, all be brought forth 

for public execution, a ſpectacle to the whole uni- 

, verſe, and ſhall feel the fierceneſs of his anger, in tot- 

: ment inexpreſſible, for ever and ever. Let every ſoul, 

then, yield an immediate and unreſerved ſubjection to 

this“ King of Zion. Conſtrained by his mercies, 

_ as well as awed by his terrors, let us ſurrender up our - 

ſelves to him, that he may reign over us, and prepare 
us to reign with SRO er Amen... 
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JS with coſtly perfume-—rode in 3 fo l 
= 1 over eee the _ 


4 MORE hed account is given us of the Cir- 
. 3 attending, and np ef „the 
death of Jeſus, than of any part of his life * 
approaching to that 
- accompany bim through the awful e. we wal | 
obſerve by what ſteps the ſurpriſing event was accom- pl 
|  pliſhed. The fubjeRt is calculated,” not to gratifya ũ ½ ne 
© _ _ vain curioſity, but to impreſs our minds with bertel ; | 
 , | neſs and folemnity. . 
e have already contemplated our Leni ſetting 


| .- out on his laſt journey to Jeruſalem; previous to 
N which, however, an roi occurrence had called 

him into the neighbourhood of that city, though he 
was foon driven back again by the malicious rage 


ol his enemies, and obliged to ſeek a diſtant retreat 

Bs till his appointed hour arrived. That occurrence we 

mmall introduce in this place, as it is ets con- 
- - nefted with the ſequel “. 

At Bethany, as we have. ſeen, about two miles 

+ M00 Jeruſalem, dwelt a pious and Peres Os 
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who were frequently favoured with his company. 
Lazarus, the head of this family, was feized with x 
violent diſorder, of which his «wo aﬀecinnate ſiſtere, 
Mary and Martha, ſent information to Jeſus white 
he remained beyond Jordan, Upon receiving this ae 
count, Jeſus obſerved, that the ſickneſs would not ters 
minate in Lazarus's final departure from life, but aas 
intended to diſptay the character, and exalt the glory, © 
of the Son of God. He meant, therefore; to grant 
relief; and yet he judged it expedient to try the faith 44 
and patience of thoſe, for whem he had the ſtrongeſt - * 
regard, by deferring that relief, and ſuffering their 
N Aren to increaſe After two days, and not ſooner, 
he propoſed to return, into Judea; but the diſciples, - 
aware of the malicious deſigns-of his enemies againſt 
him, objected to the plan. He declared, however, 
that, as the day is the proper time for travellers to 
proſecute their journey, ſo he ſhould ſpend the ſhort 
teſidue of his life in a diligent attention to the great _* 
bduſineſs, for which he tame into the world... 
. - He then intimated to them the ſituation of Laa- 
rus, and his own intentions . him. - But bis 
words were not underſtood, till he affirmed more ex! x 
plicitly,' that Lazarus was dead, and that he conſidered 
it as a happy cireumſtance, that he himſelf was not 
with him to prevent the change, becauſe their faith 
would receive an additional confirmation from the 
miracle, of which they were going to be witneſſes. 
Still they thought it extremely dangerous to venture 
ſo near to Jeruſalem; but Thomas adviſed, that th EL 
ſhould eee ee 2 | 
the conſequence might be fatal to them all. 
/ The affecting narrative will teach even you, whom _- 
Jeſus loves, not to be e if ſeckneſs or fore di- 
treſs come upon you. -In- your deepeſt aflictions, - 
vou ought not to conclude, that he has actẽd unkindly, 
or that he will not deliver you. Perhaps, you are 
unwilling to wait for his interpoſition; and for thas © * + 
e LS 52 X 4 47 - very. | * 
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very reaſon! it may be delayed, till caſe dem 
. 2 at in the'end you Sh nie 
- | proofs of his powee and love, and his mercy the | 
_ more precious. You ſhould learn, alſo; from your 
Saviour, tc improve che hours of the day, and « ag | 
| walk, While cu © ſee the light of this world; re- 
do 102 | member ta all your opportunities of uſefulne | 
oz will be cloſed, when the night of death arrives. You | 
| ſhould be rouſed to diligence and vigour; nor ſhould 
the proſpe& of dangers intimidate you. -Defert not 
=== I like Thomas, to ad- 
— to Jeſus, and to © follow the Lamb, 
he goeth,” even to the levereſt tor 
*- When they . Lanares hed bem | 
- four days in bis grave; and many friends from Jeru- 
5: were aſſembled at the houſe, endeavouring to 
comfort the mourning ſiſters for the loſs of their bro 
ther. Upon an intimation of the approach of Jeſus, 
Martha, with all that eagerneſs which marked ber na- 
'M — him fr . 
to up not r r 
| hope, that at his — ſome deliver- 
de obtained. uage evinced 
at the — time it betrayed much 
in pop = + wage reproving her 
was wrong or defeQive in ber principles, 
+ that Lazarus ſhould riſe again; but a re- 
fun n the final con- 
” ſummation, was —— — © with. He then 


- _ a 
——_— * Ss 5 


'\ 


mon erh. 


ers ute de 


viour, the Son of G. 
Have we, likewiſe, ſo regarded 
here repreſented? Behold, what honour is 


has — wp and of 2 and ſopporti 2 
principle of endleſs life, 1 to his own 2 | 


reign þ ure? Shall we not, then, ſtand in awe, and 


Ig lf, + is/annexed to faith. If we 


great is our felicity! We ſhall feel the quickenin 
energy of his Spirit, giving _—_ to our fouls, and 
maintaining that vigour againſt all oppoſition, Nor 
. ſhall any thing be able to deſtroy our union with him. 
Our preſent mode of exiſtence may ceaſe, and our 
| bodies be conſigned to the grave; but we ſhall even 

| then enjoy n ſtate of happineſs and glory with hirn ; 
and at the laſt day, He will ſwalſow up death in 
vi * © ranſom us from the wer of the grave, 


and give us « our porſect conſummation and bliſs, 


doth in body and ſoul,“ in his own everlaſting king- 


dom. 
here! u Sorrow not,” th conn lus: as 
| en, hich have ns hope.” 5 | 


poſſeſs an unreſerved dependence upon him, «how = 


What an unfailing ſource of conſolation is - 


| by, wi in the houſe for ſome time; but 
1 HI by her ſifer, ſhe alſo. ran with = 
. Lager haſte to meet Jeſus, The interview then be- 
/ came.extremely affecting. The diſtteſs of theſe af- 
'  feAionaterelations-and theif weeping aſſociateg ex- 
Ra cited the tendereſt emotions in the Saviour: and thus, 
while he ſympathized with the afflicted, he _ 
© © himſelf. a partaker of human nature. Many conſi - 
3 #  derations, probably, upon this mournful occaſion, 
 - _ . opprefiedbis. and conſtrained him, as he in- 
* dulged his compaſſionate feelings, to burſt into tears. 
*$ 75 © He accompanied them to the ſepulchre, and directed 
tte lone to be removed. Martha objected, that the 
body was become offenſive, — implying, that 
'-. debverance. could not then de effected: but Jeſus 
immediately reproved her for her unbelief. Standing 
dy the tomb, * uplifted. eyes to heaven, he gave 
tanks to his Father; for granting his requeſts, and 
bor the opportunity of diſplaying las glory in that in- 
cd. , Rance; and wich a divine majeſty, as the ſupreme 
1 e eee whom belong the iſſues from 
1 he commanded; the grave to releaſe its pri- | 
WE ſoner. At this. Ci pure yore -Eanerus came forth 3] 
nich life, and health, 
1 O what ſurpriſe, joy nd grade mul hav 


the miraculous . 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | overwhelmed the dear | 
„ loved, and 4 
dad conſidered as-irrecoverably removed from their 
| 8 Doubtleſs, they with admira- ; 
x don, ve, and te es the gr liverer. But 4 
8 do much more-tjuſtrious the triumph, when ALL 4 
= _ - the faints of God ſhall be- raiſed . each q 
bx thein clothed with a ſplendour, - reſembling the ſun 4 
= :. in 8 Then alſo the of the whole -- 
8 y ſhall be fixed on the Saviour, 4 
with unu | ecſtaſy, and the glory {hall be aſ- | 
* eee nhols des een 7 


0 * 
— 


| 1th. enne r. 4 

Will not this be allowed as an unqueſtionable * 
dence of our Lord's divine character? Who ean wih - 
ſtand the teſtimony of one, that aroſe from the deadꝰ 
Will not all be conſtrained to yield -unfeigngd reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion to the Riga of God of _ 
vtioſe, who were preſent, felt à forcible —.— 5 | 
from the view of the miracle, and immediately be-. 
| heved on him. But oh! the blindneſs ard obduracy g | 
of the human Heart! External proofs are not fuffici= 
ent to produce — efficacious Na of faith: the 
mighty power of God is requiſite to implant the pro- : 
| — diſpoſition of mind. Sm. Who were witneſles _ 
bb the wondrous fact, carried information of it to his 
avowed adverſaries, and, as it ſhould ſeem, with the 
maleyolent-intention of exciting oppoſition againſt 
him. At their report, the grand council of the San 
hedrim was aſſembled, to conſult upon the ſteps ne 
ceſſary to be taken, for rg. his inerenſing po. 
pularity. The reſult of their deliberation was, to 
endeavour by ſome method or other to deſtroy him: 
and in this were directed by the advice of Cai- * 
aphas, the high - prieſt, who ſpake by a divine impulſe 
what he did not underſtand, that it was expedient 24 
that one man ſhould die er the people. But vain © 
were all their deſigns of violence, till his hour came. — 9 
He retired to Ephraim, a diſtant city, not far from _ 
the river Jordan, where he lay concealed till within 
a few days of his laſt paſſover, when hs ene | 
himſelf to their malice. 

Let us meditate on the andelief. ** obflinacy of 
the Jews, not that we may frame any bitter invectives - 
againſt them, but that we may fear for ourſelves; | 
for their caſe furniſhes the moſt ſolemn admonition to 
us. © Let us beware of reſiſting the evidences, which 


re ſet before us, leſt we be given up to a ſimilar ob: 
duraey. Let us pray, that God would put forth his 
power, in ſubduing our natural depravity: for it 
MP the Tone: * energy * raiſed , 

| AZarus ' + 


we 
# p G - 


RA _ - we-be conſtrained to wuſt, and love, and ferve him, f 
1 [| e RATIO © gt | 


| e At the appointed ſea- 


+ . fon, he kept not back from the murderous city, where 


| bis enemies thirſted for his blood; + though he 


e nies nei dtay, 
had been driven by the violence of the 
| #, + In that town an entertai was pro- 
. Lide fot him, in the houle of Simon, who, from his- 
„ furname, had probably once been a leper. Lazarus, 
"alſo, whom he had raiſed from the grave, was one 


of che gueſts upon that occaſion;..and Martha diſco- | 


vered her attachment, by waiting upon him. Mary, 
tte other ſiſter of Lazarus, that the might kelly ber 
aſfectionate and high veneration for him, pro- 
. cured a valua ORs apngns gomppoles 
rich part of which ſhe upon his 
dead, and with the other part ſhe anointed his feet, * 

— wiping them at the ſame time with her flowing hair. 
The aQion was extraordinary, and ſo were the cir- 
| eumſtances. We mult aſcribe it to the moſt excellent 
principles, which rendered it very to Jeſus. 

* ene ee cath no 


5 to give . e de of it; ſuch her deep bu- 
| A 


| ſhe wiſhed to perform the meaneſt as 1 
| well as'the Lindeſt office for him. | 
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«1 CER — 5 or, while what he 
FEE 
that the price of the ointment had better have 
| —_ to charitable uſes, he meant to enrich, him- - 
ſelf by it. Jeſus, however, who knew. the purity of 


cd 2 ay tr the of her for 
him, undertook her defence. - Tb 
mended the action, as being well ſuited to his dying 


ſituation, and as it were an embalmi 


of his body, 
preparatory to his bur burial, He obſery 


that oppor- 


* 
* * 
ed, , e 
my 
„ 


tunities of relieving indigence continually, occur, 


which ſhould draw the cf WIE woes of his 
ple; E 
more occaſions of miniſtering to him would be af- 
| forded them, ſome extraordinary marks of reſpect 
' might properly be paid him at that time. He declared 
| alfo, to ſhew his gracious acceptance of her love, 
that, wherever the Goſpel ſhould be publiſhed, her 
affection for him ſhould be celebrated. 
This little narrative will furniſh an inſtructive leſ- 
ſon. Let us not precipitately or warmly cenſure 
thoſe zealous exertions in the ſervice of Chrift, \— 
may appear, to us needleſs or extravagant. hi 
we condemn, Jeſus may highly approve them. The '. 
_ ardour of ſome perſons, in certain uncommon caſes, 
| may carry them ſuch lengths, as would be extremely 
improper in the ordinary courſe of things. We may 
not clearly underſtand the circumſtances or the mo- 
tives of their conduct; and therefore let us leave 
them to him, who knows their hearts, and who will 
not only make all favourable allowances. for the ſin- 
cere, — 
done from pure, diſintereſted regard 


to him. 


ber their intemperate beat, may be much mor dif 


applaud and reward whatever they have : ; 
Perhaps, you, who are forward to reproach others | 
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eaſing 10 Chit coldneſs, aid: heſitat 
5.0 fear of . his cauſe.” How — © 
ſuch love, us that of Mary to her Lord ind Saviour! 
| Many will profeſs a ſtrong attachment to him, who 
3 Noi then, 
| if you can part with your money for his "You 
= indeed, yield an exact imitation of his pious 
woman, ſince the bodily preſence of Jeſus is removed 
from the earth. Bat his poor remain among us, and 
they are appointed his receivers: „ whenſoever ye 

will ye may do them good,” O let not a covet- 
7 Ee ſpirit. repreſent a liberal diſpoſition 

as improper or waſteful, Tbere are thoſe, who will 
- for charity, as Judas, till they are brought to 


Wh: the *trial; and then it appears, that they are more 
' .. - anxious to increaſe their own ſtote, than to relieve 


the indigent. Judge yourſelves: do you not content 
> doing 2 775 Hh tte, and. yet rate nt 
ttle hig 
When 9 TOs at Jeruſalein, that ieh was 
10 the neighbourkood, a large concourſe of people re- 


0 | ſorted from that city to Bethany, not merely for his 


fake, but that they might alſo have à ſight of Laza- 


Hh who was fo wonderful a monument of his power 


. The miraele, which had been wrought, 

91 om y attached the hearts of mary to the-Savi- 
outs, end excited the curioſity of more; but the chief 
* who were enraged on this very account, ſe 
riouſly meditated, not only his deſtruction, but that of 
Lazarus alfo. How fooliſh, as well as wicked'the 
_ "defign! He, who had been once raiſed from the dead, 
N with the ſame cafe, have been inſtantly reſtored, | 


er But e reſiſt the Lord's Anointed are 


rgeable with the groſſeſt abſurdity, Their wiſeſt 


... -  contrivances are, a vain _ | 
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Es eat eee 5 
Tuſtrioully r the mercy of the Redeemer, are 


perſecuted, like Lazarus, with  peculiar:«malignity. 


The enemies of Jeſus, who really aim at Him, direct 


their envenomed ſhafts againſt chem, who are wits | 


neſſes for his name. Behevers, however, may pots. 
|  ſels peace. and confidence in the midſt of | 
ſince their Defender is invincible. He, who k 
them, has numbered the very hairs of their head, and 
We e Fee ene 
We have accompanied Jeſus to Fe a wr x 
of Jeruſalem, and nom we contemplate his remark 
able entrance into the city. Hitherto we have ſeen 
that he ſought not any worldly. honours, having ſtu- 
diouſly dechned every thing like 
But niche cloſe of his life we perceive him at- 
| tended by a very ſi ROO which was de- 


pomp and oſtentation. Ta 


Tre. ere eee e e . 


, by regal character. | 
"as On the N his et 
"Sundey bid, ment at Bethany, he proceeded on his 
| the Palſoyer.” journey. When he came to the mount 

of Olives, he ſent two of his diſciples to 

an adjacent village, to bring with them an aſs and her 
_ unbroken foal 4. He directed them to. the very place, 
and ſo/mintutely deſcribed the circumſtances; in which 
they ſhquld find the animals, as to ſhew his exact 

1 of things diſtant and ſeemingly accidental. 

The narrative alſo proves, that he influence the 

minds of men, as he pleaſed; for the owners of the 

aſs relinquiſhed her without heſitation, at the mere 
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declaration, that & the Lord had need of her,” Upon 


, upon the arrival of any 


on of his aſſuming 
the 1 
the Meſfiah, and 


impulſe, ap- 
ud — ern _ 
apt hah each other in aſeri ing I_ 


* 


de uſual 
before him; theſe being 
Fe} - marched 


0 conviſtion, that Jeſus 
_ God wich 4 


1 


called upon him to repr 
_ officio 


* | r 
F . 6 : * 
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nifold is the wiſdom of God, who raiſed up holy men, 
and inſtructed them to declare v NS | 


hundred years before, many of the 

| Redeemer thould N 1 No event can 

place, which he did not foreſee, and which, in 

this Cob, did not form a part of his ori inal plan. | 
Do we join in theſe acclamations of the Jews, and 


welcome the King of Iſrael with our, Hoſannas > Do 


we, with ardent and devout affections, exult in the 
bleflings of his government, which brings peace to 
man and glory to God? And do we moſt earneſtly | 


pray for an extenſive enlargement of his dominion, 


even to the ends of the earth? Such zeal as this may 
be termed madneſs and enthuſiaſm; and accordingly, 
there are few, who dare to expreſs any real fervour 


in the cauſe of Chrift, leſt they ſhould-expoſe em- 


ſelves to ſeorn and deriſion. But the day of his com- 
_ nv mat th is coming, of which his proceſſion yo 
ruſalem = 2 faint emblem. He ſhall be revealed 
in all ch le ndour. of his divine maje 1 
Angels hall Ji, wie dere 
/ with incxpreſ- 
3 everlaſting acclamations | 
to the Son of David. bear a part in the 
Joyful exultations of un eelebrate the - 
praiſes of your Redeemer? ou —_ as; ce 
on earth,- confeſs his glory, and pr t the — 
poſes of his ſpiritual 1 ay fully effected 
F 
16 to Jeſus, theſe rap- 
turous ſhouts of 8 were offenſive to the Pha- 
riſees. They cried out in à rage, © We prevail a- 
thing; Behold, the world is gone after him.“ 
res. or his diſciples for their 
as and-intemperate zeal. But he defended their 
conduct, maintaining that the honour due to his * 
alted character mul be proclaimed, even though a 
miracle ſhould . 
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. and hat, if they wers to be ilenced, the very * 
would riſe up as witneſſes for him, rds, not the 

_. temper of the ancient Phariſces prevail 3 . 


© times? Are there not many, who would dam 
_ ' "fervour, and reſiſt the vigorous efforts; of hole hvels 


| Chriſtians, who labour do advance the kin o_ of 

Chiti? He, however, will ſecure his own'g 

though we and thouſands-more refule to praiſe — | 

de d e up x- to do it, even ſuch, perhaps, 

>. as; ma 
j uu fol 


be vile aud le in our eyes. Let 
of Jeſus, then, indulge a holy tranſport, 
while they raiſe their acelamations to Him. - * 2 
| the children of Kian be joyful in their King. 


| But the triumph was ſoon i 39 
himſelf bathed in tears. How affecting ä 


Gght! r ſo as to 
take in a full view of its extent and G thcence, he 
felt the tendereſt compaſſion __ its — and 


5 oddurate inhabitants. Foreſeei the compf plicated 


r them. 


5 4 5 even” thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 


5 5 2 which belong unto thy peace! But now they 


from-thine-eyes.” He then added a clear and 


5 _ circumſtantial prediction of the ſiege and total over- 


_ throw of that infatuated place, aſſigning, as the rea- 
ſon of all its calamities, the indifferegce and mat 
with which his gracivus offers had been treated. 


The caſe of Jeruſalem ſpeaks aloud to us, and calls. | 
us to examihe, whether we know, or ſeriouſly attend 
. to, 4 the things which unto our peace. It 


_ warns us, not to reject or make light of the Goſpel, 


which is calculated to ſecure to us both pere and 


everlaſting happineſs. Soon may the glad tidings” 
he nn e whe: 1 refles us in 


. 3 | derm 
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uences of the pre- 


ſion, threw the ph city into bole «rh and ex- 
ſonage. Very how ts 


the temple, and xaos as with divine authority, to 


correct the abuſes, and puniſh 1 er 
had done re, | 


led there. Now agai | 
drove. out the trails. © with indignation, and vin- 


dicated the honour of that holy place, which God had 


„ inn unter., 2 
r againſt us as. dene At 
- fary, in the thunders his Wrath. This, then, is fm 
4 the time of our viſitation; for the Saviour Him. 
ſelf waits; upon us in the miniſtry of his word. Are 
we aware of the important conſe 
ſent moment? If falvation be deſpiſed, it will be the . 
2 of our evi M e 1 de we ur- 
fſelves ma periſh a more terr Rruftion, 
than eien ths ſinners of Jeruſalem. 8 
The entrance of Jeſus, with ſo ſingular a procef- 1 


1 cited a general enq ry about this-extraordinary Per- a | 
| 4 the glory of his cha. 
went immediately to þ 


choſen to himſelf for “ the houſe of prayer,” B 


freſh miracles, alſo, in healing the blind and the lame, . 


he gave the tron evidence, that he had a full e 


to that power which he exereiſed. 


Were not fil, then, at length ee n 


| fuaded to receive him? The very childrea. 0 205 
the ſong, while they cried, as if by a ſupernatural im- 


pulſe, © Hohnna to the Son of David?” and thus 


their infant tongues, in celebrating the praiſes of the 


Redeemer, were witneſſes the rulers of the 
people. The chief priefts; WhO ouglit to have been 


his moſt zealous advocates, expreſſed very warm di- 
- pleaſure at theſe proceedi But Jeſus vindicated' © | 
the acclamations of the chil reg and ſhewed from the 


ſcriptures, that it was God's determination to get 


himſelf glory, as he did in that inſtance, (out of the _ 
een ou grain 54, od feb tat oone erin) 
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appeared to 


, could any of their efforts have at 
_ " mournful hiſtory exhibits the 
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to offer their ado- 


encou thoſe of 
rage too ſoon for them to 


rations to Jeſus! It cannot 


learn hioſannas to bis name. He will liſten to them 
Wich peculiar delight, and conſider himſelf honoured 


by their weak attempts. Perhaps, too, he may make 


1 uſe of dan ro confound the WOW 100 the Krongeſt 
bol his enemies. 


The common people, lkowid, were much affected 


dy the doctrines of Jeſus. While he taught them 
daily jo 2 they-crowded to hear him, and 
| x Ana —— words. Ia general, the 
eter ney to yield a ſerious and 
| 2 to the aa but the rich too fre- 
queen 


pride and prejudice, turn 
away their ears in Aal. pe ewiſh rulers con- 


8 tinued to ſeek the deſtruction of Jeſus; but their ma- 


lice was reſtrained u few days longer. As he had ſo 


many adherents among the poor, they were afraid of 


inſt him: nor 
ſucceeded,” ex- 
cept he had ſurrendered himſelf into their hands, The 
eſt of the 
is of man: but it us, alſo, 


proceeding to any act of violence 


f ne 


waiting to to his moſt virulent 
Kay ws be confine, by a ſenſe of his great love, 


be redeemed es God, and cfaliſhed * 
in holines” Hough Jſts Crt) Amen, 


all our perverſe objections to him, and yield 
curves * 8 4 ran rote we 
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F Jus grad certain enquiring . * 
ben ing Fews—curſed a barren fi fig-tree—con- 
 - «founded tho en ben his gy. 7 * 


| 12 by 75 6 4 that 
e 2275 fo di Yu hoes, | 
A GENERAL ; toda was . excited i in ee 


3 


hoſannas ſu ore him, and by the miracles, which 
| he there publicly performed. Many perſons of dif- 


company oppoſed him with extreme mali 


Pere 3 in * 
inſtance — reſerved the « meekneſs of 


dom.” s followers, and eſpecially his ba 
ſters, T Ar ie 


„ - 


that i is in them!“ 
As the celebration of the paſſover approached, A 


nge concourſe of thoſe, who profeſſed to worſhip the 


God of Iſrael, was then afſembled at Jeruſalem, from 
all parts of Judea: Amo 
* "ow Greeks, probanly of 


him, to be “ gentle unto all men,” 5 
as well a to. be ready always to declare dhe hope 7 


by our Lord's ar entrance into it, by the loud 
ferent diſpoſitions came about him: ſome fincere en- 
quirers ſought bis inſtructions ; but a more . 1 


varied the manner of his addreſs, accordi be * | 


the reſt were certain 
x Ark extraction, who 
| deſired 


_ __ cept it putreßed, would pr 


—— : 
» : 
"NS merous compa ny 
A . 

- 


The Son of wan, whom 


oft higheſt exaltation. 

vou obſerve, that N is preceded by extreme 
ry to accompliſh the 
object which I have in view, the ſalvation of precious 

 Touls. As the wheat ſprings up from the grain, which 
. which, ex- 


i ſufferings; for theſe are 
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deſired to be introduced to Jeſus ®. They applied to 
Philip for this purpoſe, and he, together wich An- 
- drew, whom he conſulted on the occaſion, informed 
__ Jeſus of their wiſhes, They were immediately con- 
ducted into his preſence, and the Saviour addreſſed 
- them, with-great ſolemnity, to the wing effect: 


is 
be not ſtaggered, while 


cumſtances of mea 


at firſt ſeems to in the Ne 
N no increaſe; ſoa nu- 


ſequence of ay 15 and not one of the human race 


can be ſaved without it. He alſo, that profeſſes an 


attachment to my cauſe, muſt be willing to make the 


- moſt painful herbs: A folicitous regard to your 


_ - temporal intereſts, will endanger your eternal wel- 


* "i x. dom. My 


wh him,” * n as it _w_— 


fie; but, while you you can heel gre up life i life * 


for my ſake, you adopt the moſt 


ſecure your own happineſs for ever. If, Wee 


you would acknowledge me, as your Lord and Maf- 
ter, you muſt be ent to my command, and fol- 


low wighout heſitation, wherever I ſhall lead, even to 


ſevereſt calamitics; and then you ſhall be with me, 
to behold, my Fa tory, and fit down with me in myking- 
at 


11 you.“ 

It is pleaſing to obſerve, that there are any humble 
enquirers after Jeſus, His faithful miniſters will re- 
Joice to direct you, and encou oak your application 
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redeemed-to God, in con- 


| her himſelf” will declare bis approba- 
% tion of your condudt, and confer diſtinguiſhed hanour 


Nr rr 
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* 


and conduct you ts the knowledge of him; whole ur- 
intance you ſeek : nay; he himſelf waits to receive 


Bat, while you come to him, attend to his ſo- FIX 


n-declarations. As he © hath ſuffered for us in 


the fleſhy” you muſt < arm yourſelves with the ſame 75 
mind , and endure the croſs. Let it ſuffice you, | _ 
that, if you ſuffer, you ſhall alſo reign with him 1 .* 5 2 


Is this, what you object to? Do you determine to re- 


you to difficultics,. and to gratify your own cotrupt 


nature, which promiſes you much preſent enjoyment? - : 
Ah! how unwile a choice, how unfair an eſtimate, - 
duo you make! For Jeſus holds out a crown of glory af 
to his deſpiſed and oppreſſed followers; but your car- 
nal pleaſures are momentary,” and; if continued inn, 


will be ſucceeded by endleſs torment and deſpair. 


ſufferings, was deeply affected with the proſpect of 
them; and, as if the terrors of death had fallen upon 


him, he cried out, « Now is my ſoul troubled. He 1 


ſeemed, for a moment, confoutided in the view, and 
ready to petition, that he might be reſcued from the 


5 croſs. But, whatever the weakneſs of human nature 6 
might ſuggeſt, he reſolved not to ſhrink ſrom that. 


which was the grand object of his incarnation; and 
therefore he prayed only, Father, glorify thy name. 


Immediately. a voice from heaven declared, that the ' 


divine glory had already been-ſecured, and would yet 


be more ſignally diſplayed, by his miniſtry.” While © | | 


* 


the aſtoniſhed multitude at the ſound, man 
of them not hearing the words diſtinctiy, Jeſus re- 


fake; as he could want no further aſſurances of his 


Father's love, but for the confirmation of the faith of 


— 


| He then exulted In the confident expeQation of he 
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Our Lord, having adverted to his approaching 2 


J - x Þ . 


nounes the ſervice of Chriſt, becauſe it will ſubſec r | 
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which would reſult from his 
He afhtmed the moment to be at hand, when 
by his interpoſition the world ſhould be delivered from 
Mat. any ey a Owe and fingers every 
©. where, of F 
dy che view eee eee 
e dente 25; e be war 


1 
2 affords us e e eee 


eee 


1 4 He was oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, 


Fer be not his mouth, in any peeviſh com- 

8 ps God, or bitter. invectiyes againſt man. 

Though he felt unutterable anguiſh, he expreſſed not 
the leaſt 


x impatience; for his only 
the honour of the divine name mi 
ever he might endure; * Here, t our patter 
ve ſhould reſign ourſelves to the diſpoſal of God hh 


| © the ſame meekneſs and unreſeried ſubmiſſion, and be 


more ſolieitous for, his glory, chan our own perſoral 


© eaſe or ſecurity. Alas how little have we © learned 
_ Chriſt!” This is fully evinced by our fretfulneſs, diſ- 
Content, and ſelfilbneſs, by our eager defire that our 
5 mo 3 than the intereſt of re- 
3 promoted. Have we conſidered, that it is one 
PEELED grand 7 of the death of Chriſt, to deliver us 
1-08 and from the power of 


e — 1. 8 Satan indeed caſt out from the . 

ſion of our hearts? Have we by faith beheld the 
Bon of man © lifted up from the earth, and felt the 
conftraining influence of his croſs? Are we, then, 
4 drawn unto him,” ſa as to acknowledge ſubjection, 
© and voi allegiance, to him? . 

Our Lord's intimation of his approaching diſſolu- 
tion was cavilled at by ſome of the people, as incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſcriptural declarations of the perpe- 
tuity of Meffiah's office. But he, knowing their 
captious diſpoſition, exhorted them not to triſſe away 
api Poa opportunities of e He warned 


H 


his 


was, that 
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vantage ? We entreat them, therefore, to 917 | 
day of their viſitation. '* Much ef it is | 
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vered his tinftruQtions to the enqui 
a tremendous accouritis given us of 
who were nt · on this occaſion. 
8 wil, he d 
which 


nd 


uſed with peculi | 
prophecy of the fatal and ; 5.4 
racy of the Jewiſh nation was accomplitied at that - 
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